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Fear Factor – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

1 Peter 3: 13-16 

 
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is 

right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify 

Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the 

hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you 

are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 

 

1) 

Billy Graham once hosted a big crusade in Detroit, several weeks of planning go into the preparation for those 

crusades. During one of the training sessions they handed out a survey to helpers in the crusade. They asked: 

“What is your greatest hindrance to witnessing to the Christian faith?”  

 

- 9% indicated they were too busy to remember doing it. 

- 28% said they felt a lack of real information to share. 

- 12% responded that they felt their own lives were not good enough to be involved in witnessing to the 

Christian faith. 

- But by far the largest group at 51% were those who stated that their biggest problem was the fear of 

how the other person would react.  

 

It seems to me that the people who participated were very honest. Isn’t it surprising that it is people who 

volunteer to participate in an evangelistic mega-event aren’t all automatically obstacle-free experts in 

witnessing to the faith they have? 

Where are you at when it comes to witnessing to your faith? In today’s scripture reading from 1 Peter we heard 

impressive words: 

 

“Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope 

that is in you;” – 1 Peter 3:15b 
 

2.1) 

I know that some of us are more than ready to ‘make a defense to anyone’ about our hope in Jesus. I have 

served Methodist churches were some members had no problem talking to a stranger and bluntly ask: “Do you 

know Jesus?” – they clearly did not belong to the 51% who fear about how the other person might feel about 

such a question. 

My impression is that her at First Church we don’t have that ethos so much, but do you remember how 

last year, a few weeks before the pandemic lockdown started, we did a church-wide Lenten study about the 

book “The Case for Christ”? That was a book out of the apologetics genre, it taught how a rational case can be 

made for that hope that is in a believer’s heart.  

For some people this is a real vital aspect of their faith, it encourages them to know some facts that hold up in 

historical discussions and bring the good fight to those who argue that faith is nothing but superstition. 

 

2.2) 

And then there are other Christians who are not wired that way. Some (many/most?) of us are much more like 

those 51% from the survey I mentioned earlier. We are timid and worry how our witness to the faith may stir up 

the person we are witnessing to.  

You’ve probably heard it said, that many Christians rather get a root canal than talking about 

evangelism, let alone doing it! Sharing the good news boldly and making a case for Christ – it’s not everyone’s 

primary gift. 

 



If you feel you are a bit more on the timid side when it comes to sharing your faith, I hope you find comfort in 

the words of a famous protestant pastor: 
 

“Most people are scared to death to be a witness. They think a witness means they have to explain 

[everything]… you don’t have to…” – Pastor R. Warren 

 

Pastor Warren then goes on to compare it to the difference between a witness and an attorney: 

An attorney is a trained professional (…), a witness shares what he/she saw and experienced. When it 

comes to faith, not every one of us has the gift to be immersed in apologetics and making a sophisticated case 

for Christ.  

Frankly, Jesus didn’t say: go forth and be my defense attorneys. He send his disciples/ us into the world 

to be witnesses by the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8)!  

A witness is not an expert on the art of making a case, a witness describes what he saw and experienced. A 

witness is bound to speak the truth – everyone can do that!  

Now, don’t get me wrong. I love the fact that some of us – maybe a smaller group – is capable to make an 

impressive case for Christ and I think it is time well spend in exposing yourselves to that field. I think it’s good 

and loving to show that our faith is more than just blind superstition. 

But it’s not the only way to witnessing. In many cases witnessing can be far more impressive and effective if 

you don’t go the route of defense-attorney style apologetics.  
 

In many cases the best case is to witness out of your own experience! 

How?... 
 

3)  

How do we do that? Obviously you can’t witness if you don’t see anything! How do you see and experience the 

living Christ in our life? Witnessing becomes very difficult if we have nothing to witness about because we feel 

empty. This pandemic has brought a spiritual drought to many of us; some of us feel that our spiritual engine 

runs on empty. 

It doesn’t have to stay that way – it can change and it can change quickly! A new start in your personal prayer-

life, devotion-life, worship-life, giving-life, service-life, witnessing-life – it can make a sudden and huge 

difference.  

It doesn’t take that much to see the God who loves you so very much again and in every corner of your 

daily life when you make a new beginning. 

 

God always calls us to make new beginnings 
 

It’s ok to be fearful about how others may react to our witness, it’s not ok to be fearful about going back to God 

for new spiritual nourishment. 

Has the time for a new beginning come for you? Do you feel it is time for a new beginning, a new step in your 

faith-life? Do you hear God calling you? O please follow – don’t be scared of your God, give yourself to God 

and wait for the opportunities the he gives you to witness authentically you-style.  

You probably are not a Billy Graham or a Dwight Moody who were expert-evangelists - but you don’t 

have to. You are you, with your own experience of the living God in your life. 

Speaking of Dwight Moody. He had a pretty forward approach to evangelism – he was not timid – he was more 

of an in-your-face type of guy. He once was told by a pastor-colleague: “Dwight, I don’t like your methods of 

evangelism.” And Moody replied: “I don’t like them either, but I like them better than yours, because you don’t 

have any methods!” 

Friends, the problem when it comes to witness is not whether we do it bravely or with huge hesitations and fear. 

The problem is if we don’t do it at all. 

We all have something to witness about, trust your God, God has immeasurably more in stock for you than you 

can ever ask or imagine. Give yourself into a new chapter of your faith’s life and ask God for new experiences 

to witness – no matter how minor or how major those may be. 

Amen. 


