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Matthew 22:34-40 

 
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, 

a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 
37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind.’  38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 

When Pastor Markus asked if I would preach about the good I’ve seen in Methodism, I said “Yes.”  Then I 

asked, “How much time will I have?”  I have a lot to tell. 

The good I’ve seen in Methodism began long ago.  When I was a child, my grandpa, Rev. C. H. Lind, would get 

our family together in his and Grandma’s home and we would “play church.”  Everyone played, but the 

principle players were Grandpa, who played the minister, my brother, Gary, who played the usher and took the 

collection somewhere, my cousin, Wally, who played the piano, and I, who played the choir – one singer, every 

choir director’s nightmare.  The piano and everyone else were in the living room.  I entered from the front 

bedroom.  We always sang, “Holy, Holy, Holy.”  I seemed to sing too fast because Wally would turn to me and 

say, “You’re going too fast.  Let’s do it again, slower.”  So we did.  We got a lot of practice.  This is the good 

I’ve seen in Methodism.   

Practice.  Faith and practice.   

Next to the Bible, the book that guides us United Methodists is called The Book of Discipline.  It’s not about 

discipline as punishment.  It’s about discipline as practice.  Behavior matters.  Personal actions matter.  Social 

actions matter.  They were the focus of our founder, John Wesley.   

John’s parents, Susanna and Samuel Wesley, had eleven children.  John and Charles are the most well-known, 

but when someone asked Susanna whom among the children she loved most, she said, “the one who’s sick.”   

John paid attention to what people believed, but what he held persons accountable for was their behavior, their 

actions.  He formed small groups so that, face-to-face, followers had to account to one another for faithful 

actions.  John Wesley was passionate about practice. 

Not surprisingly, Wesley chose today’s scripture most often for his preaching and in his diary.  Matthew 22:34-

40 moves on practice, not doctrine.  The text doesn’t dictate belief; it gives ethical imperatives.  Love God and 

neighbor.  Feed the poor.  Heal the sick.  It doesn’t tell us what to think; it instructs us how to act:  love God; 

love your neighbor as yourself.   

In Matthew 22, Jesus restates the first commandment of Exodus 20:  “you shall have no other gods before me.”  

Jesus rephrases that same commandment from Deuteronomy 6:  “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord 

alone.  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.”  

Jesus changes the word “might” to “mind.”  Jesus says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  Then Jesus summarizes the last five commandments with this 

sentence:  “you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 



Methodism is a practical faith.  We don’t just love; we act on that love.  It began with Jesus, but was heralded 

by John Wesley.  This is the good I’ve seen in Methodism. 

John’s brother, Charles Wesley, expressed his love of God and neighbor in hymns.  Charles declares not only 

love of neighbor, but unity with all neighbors.   

In today’s hymn “All Praise to Our Redeeming Lord” Charles wrote that God gathers us “into one,” and “we 

hand in hand go on,” until “round his throne we meet!”  My spiritual director of thirty years said this to me: “we 

might not like every person we know, but we will walk into heaven hand in hand with all of them, or we will 

not walk into heaven at all.”  This is the good I’ve seen in Methodism.   

When, in 2007, I was appointed district superintendent, my world immediately expanded.  Suddenly I was 

supervising churches and ministers with a wide range of biblical interpretations, beliefs, and habits.  Most 

invigorating to me was my new role in meetings as a non-Hispanic, non-Korean, non-Hmong, non-Asian, non-

Native-American, non-African, non-African-American, non-European.  In these times together, I felt the joy of 

one.  I saw the good of Methodism in visits to South India and to South Korea, as Pastor Markus has seen this 

past week.  Even with vastly different cultures, church members can taste and see the joy of one.  Methodism is 

a global church and a world communion.  This is the good I’ve seen in Methodism. 

The Wesleys preached and sang about unity.  They reached out especially to children, the poor, the sick, and 

anyone considered outside the Church of England.  They expanded their circle, out of love.  They sought unity, 

but more than that, they sought to include everyone.  They continued to grow the circle, making unity more 

difficult to achieve.  Still, John Wesley continued to proclaim, “The world is my parish.”  Methodism has 

included the world in its mission.  This is the good I’ve seen in Methodism.   

I enjoy reading to my grandchildren.  My granddaughter enjoys the Berenstain Bears' books.  The In Crowd title 

is a favorite.  I can spare your reading the book.  Suffice it to say that nothing good comes from any in-crowd, 

since there is always a corresponding out-crowd.  In-crowds result in bullying and pain.   

I remember in elementary school in Omaha, Nebraska – the Bible belt – being bullied and dismissed by a 

couple children who happened to be Roman Catholic.  They would say to me, “If you’re not a Catholic, you‘re 

going to a ‘bad ending place’.” 

Part of our family lives in Colorado.  Most of them belong to independent congregations.  Out west, looking at 

the Rocky Mountains, a family member asked if I believe the world is 6,000 years old.  Debbie and I have been 

told there that we are not “real Christians.”  At meal time, I’ve been directed not to sit next to my niece because 

she said to me, “I must always sit next to my husband at the table.”     

In these independent congregations, you have theology that imitates the public culture of male dominance.  In 

these churches, as in the Roman Catholic and Southern Baptist Churches, this male domination has led to 

stunning and long-running sexual abuse of women and children.  The United Methodists have a better record 

and have been quicker to respond to sexual misconduct, but we are far from perfection.  We can take heart that 

Pope Francis has repented and begun to remedy the crimes and cover ups, as has the Southern Baptist 

Convention.  Friday I read with interest the news that Matthew Shephard, the young gay man brutally killed in 

Wyoming 20 years ago this month, found his eternal resting place in the Washington National Cathedral of the 

Episcopal Church.  But so long as the church sustains its male-dominated culture, so long as it sustains a 

suspicion of women and of different genders, we will struggle to reach the unity to which Jesus calls us.   



This male dominance, this power differential, is not healthy for men or women.  The faulty biblical 

interpretation and theology that supports it is destructive.  The divisions created need to be healed, both in 

church and society.  In congregations like these Colorado ones, members shun anyone in the church who will 

not conform.  Members who will not stay in step with the drum are sidelined to the out-group.  Then you have 

what I have experienced – being placed outside their in-group, a recipient of their attitude of superiority.  It’s 

not hard to see the horrendous consequences of insisting that one group is right and all other groups are wrong.  

When persons base an in-group on religion, race, ethnicity, wealth, nationality, or gender, life becomes a 

battleground.  This is a bad choice.  This is life without God.  This is refusing to let God in.  It is not pretty.  

United Methodist theology, spelled out in The Book of Discipline, can move us to better decision-making and 

community.  United Methodists have four sources for theology – scripture, tradition, experience, and reason.  I 

repeat:  we have four sources for behavior – scripture, tradition, experience, and reason.   Through these four, 

we decide, laity and clergy, what is right and what is the right thing to do.  Scripture is first, but all four sources 

are essential for United Methodists.  This is a model worth preserving.  I could not have worked in a church 

that, for one, did not provide this process to laity as well as clergy.  I could not have worked in a church that did 

not access reason, including the wide and ever-expanding fields of knowledge about God, scripture, creation, 

and the human condition.  This is the good I’ve seen in Methodism. 

The United Methodist heritage is inclusive.  John Wesley reached out to the marginalized.  Led by the Spirit, 

United Methodists have embraced the out-crowd.  In missions from this congregation, we have reached far and 

wide.  In merging Methodists and Evangelical United Brethren, we sought not to divide but to join.  So we 

celebrate 50 years of the UMC with 50 reasons and more. 

Our heritage is heroic.  We have forged new pathways and have done so much good.  But what will be our 

future?  The United Methodist Church is a global church.  UMC membership in the US is 7 million.  

Membership in Africa, Asia, and Europe is 6 million.  Africa is the fastest growing church.   

But partly because of our global nature, our global church manifests diverse mores.  What I mean by mores are 

binding moral practices and habits.  Around the global church, these practices vary widely.  Given this deep 

global diversity, unity is an ultimate challenge.  In February, the members of the UMC General Conference will 

meet in Special Session.  Pastor Markus told us earlier this month about this meeting and has written about the 

proposals in the newsletter.  The General Conference is the only body that can speak for the whole UMC.  The 

conference will center on gender identity and sexual orientation, especially the role in our church of persons 

who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender.  The conference will focus most especially on whether, or how, 

the church will perform the marriage and ordination of persons who are LGBT.  Mores and cultures will seem 

impossible to reconcile.  So will positions in the debate.  But, whatever happens, this will likely not be the final 

solution.  There is likely more work to do.  We will have new opportunities to be a community that practices 

love.   

I could end with a cloud hanging over my message of what is good in Methodism, but I will end instead with a 

call to decision for us here.  Unity is a gift of God.  If persons see themselves as separate individuals, apart from 

the communion of God, they will make decisions and act in the vain hope of gaining superiority.  People will be 

fearful and defensive, not loving and open. 

So here is our daily decision.  The decision is this: to let God in.  When we let God in, we choose unity over 

separation.  When we let God in, we choose equality over superiority.  When we let God in, we choose love 

over violence.  When we let God in, we choose embrace over a fight.  When we let God in, the mystery of God 



works, in us and through us.  Then we have faith.  Then we have practice.  Then what we pray every week in 

Our Lord’s Prayer will descend on us – on United Methodists, on the world – “Thy Kingdom come, on earth as 

it is in Heaven.” 

 

 

 

 

 


