
Sermon 10-25-2020 

On Murder, Insults, and Hell! - Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Matthew 5:21f (GNV) 
 

21 “You have heard that people were told in the past, ‘Do not commit murder; anyone who does will be brought to 

trial.’ 22 But now I tell you: if you are angry[b] with your brother you will be brought to trial, if you call your brother ‘You 

good-for-nothing!’ you will be brought before the Council, and if you call your brother a worthless fool you will be in 

danger of going to the fire of hell. 

 

1) 

Before I share my story about the flags on College Avenue I alluded to earlier, I need to make a disclaimer: 

A few weeks ago a friend in a clergy meeting asked me “Markus, who would you vote for if you were a citizen?” I’m 

normally not shy to wrestle with challenging question, but I was overwhelmed by this one. It took me many weeks to 

realize: I don’t know who I would vote for because the question is too hypothetical for me. 
 

I do follow American politics closely, I care for what’s going on in this country; it is my country too. But I’m an alien 

resident and so I can’t imagine what it would be like for me to participate in this election. 

With that said: here’s my story: 
 

So I’m driving along College Avenue the other day and I see two young men standing at Houdini Plaza. They held up 

very large Trump flags – I could see them from afar – it was impossible to miss.  

I noticed that I had some very mixed feelings going through me as I saw them. I was thinking of an encounter a long time 

ago with a young man who held a large Trump flag and caused some problems here at church. But even independent of 

that I made the connection of waving a flag with violent militaristic tendencies.  

Historically, flags play a special role in warfare – so that, combine with my earlier encounter made me immediately 

suspicious about these two young men. I even started to have all sorts of negative feelings rushing through me, and if I’m 

honest, I think I’d have to say I felt some anger within me. 

As it happened, I hit a red light right across from them and that changed things. Because now I got to look at their faces 

and see them as persons, rather than as flag wavers or militaristic radicals. 

The light turned green and I drove passed them, I looked them in the eyes and they looked back, smiling at me, even 

waving their hands at me. That little smile and that little wave made all the difference for me and removed my prejudice 

feelings. 
 

Now you realize, this is not a very spectacular story. I never got to know these two young men and know nothing about 

them – but that’s not my point. My point is:   
 

Seeing people as people first, changes the way how we feel about them. 
 

Do you feel we live in a time when God needs us to get better at that?  
 

You realize, this applies to pretty much everything. It’s not just about Biden or Trump flags. Our feelings toward a cause, 

a group, an ideology or a party can keep us from seeing the preciousness of each created person within that group. 
 

We can look at a gay-pride-rainbow flag, which by nature also has militaristic connotations, and only see a militant movement 

in it that wants to overthrow traditional values. Why not see the persons carrying those flags. Their fears and their hopes. 
 

We can look at schoolboard decision, CDC guidelines, yard signs, whatever – and not see the persons in or behind them because 

of our disagreement with what they stand for. 

 

2) 

The Bartel family read some very provocative words of our Savior for us today on the subject. Here, let me read them 

again…I’ll use a slightly different translation this time. (read) 
 

God’s idea for us people has always been not to murder one another. But here comes Jesus and declares: that’s not good 

enough anymore. “But now…” he says, “but now I tell you…murder happens even in the way how you think of each 

other and how you talk to each other!” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=GNT#fen-GNT-26303b


It’s not that God changed his mind on murder. God had always intended for us to be people who do more than just stop 

short of killing each other. Would you say it’s fair to say that God wants us ALL to be friends? May sound a little naïve, 

but isn’t that exactly what God did to us? He offered us ALL friendship through the death of his son Jesus. 
 

If we are to live the way God means for life to be like, then just stopping short of murdering each other is not good 

enough. We live in the time of “But now…!” 

  

“But now I tell you: if you are angry with your brother you will be brought to trial…”- Mt 5:22 
 

We all get angry. Right? There is just now way denying it: Whether it’s a Trump flag, a rainbow flag, a Biden/Harris sign, 

a CDC guideline, or a controversial schoolboard decision, we all get angry. And we have to admit it. 
 

How else are we going to live with each other if we pretend we don’t get angry with and about each other? 
 

When you drive by your neighbor’s house and you see that Trump/Pence sign as an avid Biden/Harris supporters (or vise 

versa), you may get angry. You may be disappointed, concerned, or even scared. Those are human emotions and we need 

to claim and own. But we also have to do something about those emotions. 
 

3) 

“…if you are angry with your brother you will be brought to trial…”  – Mt 5:22 
 

Do you know how many excuses have been found throughout history to tone Jesus’ sharpness down? We don’t get 

anywhere if we are trying to mute Jesus when he gets uncomfortable – on the contrary! Yes, sure, sometimes righteous 

anger can lead to good productive actions – but friends… If we (ab)use righteous anger to justify our anger towards another 

beloved human being, then we get it all wrong. 
 

The first murder in biblical history happened because someone got angry at his brother. (Cain and Able) 

The book of 1 John says in chapter 3:15 that “Those who hate others are murderers, and you know that murderers do not 

have eternal life in them.” 
 

Do you think Jesus j u s t used hyperbole when he associated anger and murder? I don’t think so! 
 

So what do we do with our anger? What do we do when we realize: ‘Yes, God, I’m angry, I can’t help it – I just am?’ 

What do we do? 
 

We try not to make it worse! Because did you notice that Jesus distinguished feeling angry with expressing anger? 
 

“…if you call your brother ‘You good-for-nothing!’ you will be brought before the Council, and if you call your 

brother a worthless fool you will be in danger of going to the fire of hell.” – Mt 5:22b 
 

We all get angry. In your anger, do not sin, it says elsewhere in the Bible – seems to me a wonderful advice. I may not be 

able to control my emotions and my thoughts, but I may be a little bit better in how I act on them. Calling my brother or 

my sister names, would certainly be acting on that anger and letting it consume me more. I think there is a reason why 

Jesus warned so sharply against it. If we give in to our anger, if we follow it, even nurture it – yeah, that sure is living out 

the fire of hell. 
 

Do I come across judgmentally? Here is the good news: Even when our anger gets out of control, and I believe it does 

very often these days (…) – when our anger turns into action, when we call each other names – it’s not the end of all 

opportunity. 
 

Jesus continues his talk and brings up a key element on what to do if that happens: reconcile! 
 

Friends, when we’re angry, when we tend to let it consume us and let it out. Let’s go for reconciliation. 
 

Whether it is a flag that you see that make red flags go up within you or whether it’s something else – don’t beat yourself 

up over it, but also don’t beat up your neighbor that causes your anger.  

 

All things are possible with Christ who gave himself up for your salvation – we do not have to be stuck in our anger and 

suspicion. Christ frees us to look beyond the red flags and to see each person as just that: a person, made and loved by 

God.  Amen. 


