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Sermon 10-23f-2021 

Serving Obstacles – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

1 Peter 4:7-11 

 
7 The end of all things is near;[d] therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your 

prayers. 8 Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Be 

hospitable to one another without complaining. 10 Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve 

one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 11 Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking 

the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may 

be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. 

Amen. 

1) 

“The end of all things is near…” – what an exclamation. What a statement for the 

time in which we live. The end of the world has always been a curious subject for 

many people – even people who are not people of faith. I have noticed that for the 

last year the curiosity of many people on end-time matters has increased. Pastor 

Hae-Jeong has asked for your input on themes for preaching and study and some of 

you have indicated interest about end-time matters. 

 

I think some of that is directly related to the sharp divisions that we have in our 

modern societies. “If people have a hard time loving each other – if we can’t reach 

out to our different-thinking neighbor anymore in loving ways, then where are we 

headed as a society?” “Where is this world headed if people can’t be kind to each 

other anymore and won’t serve each other anymore?” I can understand that such 

questions lead ot wondering about the end. 

 

What can we do to be kinder to each other? 

  

I think this is an important question as we focus in on the theme of service today.  

 

Last Sunday Pastor Hae-Jeong preached a passionate and powerful and 

provocative message about prayer. “Pray for an hour each day - she said - don’t 

do it compulsively, enjoy it as you foster your relationship with God.” I have 

immensely benefited from her sermon – I hope you have too. Don’t you think that 

spending time in deep prayer with God is the most excellent way to develop love 

for your o-so-difficult neighbor? 

 

Today’s scripture passage brings the theme of the end of the world and prayer together: 

 

The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for 

the sake of your prayers. - 1 Peter 4:7 

 

I know that we often talk about the end of the world in pessimistic ways but the 

Christian response to the End should not be pessimistic – it should be hope; hope 

and determination to do good. We can’t stop to be kind to each other just because 

we see things go downhill! We can’t stop to serve our neighbor and our world just 

because we think the end is near. Martin Luther once said it poignantly, ready? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30436d
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“If I knew the world ended tomorrow, I’d still plant an apple tree today.” –

Martin Luther 16th century. 

 

This is a provocative statement – so typical for Luther – and we are invited to think 

on it a bit. I understand that not all of you are worried about the end of the world, 

but I know that many of you are worried about the future. This statement from M 

Luther that you see here on the screen shouts out against all forms of giving up 

because the future looks dim. It shouts out to us to never quit doing good – EVEN 

if things seem hopeless! 

 

Today we focus in on “service” as one of the 5 Methodist church membership 

vows. Can you see how speculating about the end of the world and how pessimism 

can easily cause one to stop caring for the future?  

Not so according to the great Reformer M. Luther – and not so, frankly, 

according to God’s Word. If the Apostle Peter urges us to be disciplined and pray 

in light of the world’s end, how can we retreat into a passive approach to life and 

stop caring? When we serve, it is the epitome of caring.  

 

Every act of service is an act of caring for others. 
 

If you live in the attitude to plant a tree even if you feel that all hope is lost and the 

world ends tomorrow – then you will not stop caring for your neighbor either! 

 

2) 

Every act of service is an act of caring and sharing. When you serve, you put love 

into practice. It’s a way to “maintain constant love for one another” (Verse 8). 

 

When you serve you think about others more highly than yourself (Philippians 2:3) 

– why else would you serve? Service always benefits others. 

 

Many of you are deeply committed to this 4th membership vow of serving others. 

Many of you serve in many different and diverse settings. You’re willing to get 

blisters, to give away your precious time, to take on headaches – all because you 

have a heart of service. 

 

One day – when God has renewed our world into his new world, I hope you will 

get to see the huge difference that every act of service has made for the course of 

this world. I think the Bible actually promises that (check out Matthew 25:31ff 

parable of judgment of the nations). 

  

But let’s shift from the future on to the here and now:  

 

When you serve (today) do you feel you’re doing it for God? 
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“…whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God 

may be glorified in all things … To [God] belong the glory and the power…” – 

Verse 11 

 

This is such a powerful encouragement. When we serve it’s not just out of the 

kindness of our own strength, we serve out of the very strength that God gave us in 

the first place. Do you see God in the various acts of service that you do? Do you 

have a sense for giving glory to God through your work?  

 

Whenever we serve others we are putting the very gifts to use that God gave each 

and every single one of us.  

 

I want to encourage you – when you serve, no matter which setting: see your 

neighbor in it. Especially if it’s a volunteer job were you don’t directly work with 

the people affected by your work (clothes closet, an administrative church 

committee, stocking shelves in a food pantry before the clients come…) – see that 

real people – your neighbors – are affected by your service.  

 

I also want to encourage you to see your God in your service. Allow yourself to see 

how you are putting God’s love into action, and how you honor God by doing so. 

 

Pray about this, immerse yourself in prayer to God so he can show you how every 

minute of your service makes a difference. 

 

3) 

But can I bring up one more thing? So far it sounded like I assume that all of you are 

involved in a fervent life of service. Well, that’s probably not true. There are obstacles 

to giving ourselves into service and it’s not always the lack of our willingness. 

 

What keeps you from serving your neighbors and honoring God? 

 Evtl. Quiz (health, time, energy, passion, prior conviction) 

 

I don’t mean to make you upset but I’m probably going to turn up the heat a bit by 

what I’m about to say now: 

 

The other day I listened to a radio program that focused on members of the US 

military who are threatened with dishonorable discharge because they won’t 

receive the Coronavirus vaccination. (I told you I’m turning up the heat…). 

 

I’m not mentioning this to engage in the ethical discussion about if you should 

force people to be vaccinated or not. If we really go down that road that we 

dishonorably discharge military service members and deny them their deserved 

benefits because of their refusal to go along with a semi-controversial mandate, we 

have to think on that ethically but that’s not my main reason for me to bring this 

up. I’m mentioning this for two reasons and I ask you to find yourself in them: 
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a) We have an example for people being hindered from serving. And you 

understand that this is not just a possibility for military service members, this 

could very soon become a possibility for many volunteers who like to serve 

but for different reasons don’t want to or can’t receive the vaccination. 

 

Friends I understand this is an emotional subject and some of you may say: “I’m 

sorry, it’s just too dangerous to have military or other volunteers continue to serve 

if they are not vaccinated.” But here is my second reason why I mention this issue: 

 

b) We are all in danger of losing our love and kindness for each other which is 

the biggest and the real obstacle for service. 

 

Just look at the rhetoric we are using these days when we talk about the subject of 

vaccination. We take sarcastic jabs (!) at each other for not being on the same 

page: The vaxxers ridicule the anti vaxxers for being ignorant, un-loving, un-caring 

and un-educated and scared of a shot. The anti-vaxxers are ridiculing the vaxxers 

for being … guess what: ignorant about their research, un-caring, un-educated and 

scared to look their facts in the eye! 

 

Friends, I understand that my mentioning of this may make some of you 

uncomfortable – maybe you even feel I’m completely misguided – that’s ok. 

 

I’m not an expert on this pandemic and I don’t know which peer-review is the 

finest. I want to appeal to you as a servant of God’s good news: 

 

In a time when many of us are pessimistic about the future because we are so at 

odds with each other in our society – let’s break out of that because let’s face it: 

Accusing each other in un-loving ways will not make anything better – right?   

  

Please don’t give up now to be curious and try to understand your neighbor even 

and especially if she has a completely different approach to the pandemic. You 

may feel she is irresponsible, but she may think the same about you! 

This pandemic has us all in its grip and it makes us all quick to judge - but 

when we judge, when we feel we are on the right side and the others are blinded, 

we don’t have the truth of God’s Word and according to Jesus the truth of God’s 

Word will set us truly free; free to serve this world with all its difficult neighbors 

that God loves so much. 

 

Every act of service is an act of love – if we don’t have love – if all we have is 

judgment for how others think and act and figure out this pandemic – we cannot be 

“good stewards of the manifold grace of God,” and we cannot “serve one another 

with whatever gift each of you has received.” “Whoever speaks must do so as one 

speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that 

God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To 

him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.” 


