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October Memory Verse: 
 

17 The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult 
over you with loud singing.                                                Zephaniah 3:17  

 
 

 

 
Will you make a difference in the life of a child? 

 

The Compassion Journey is coming to our church the weekend of Oct. 4th! 
 

What is the Compassion Journey? The Compassion Journey is an audio-guided trip 

through six learning stations that share with visitors the environments and some of the 

unique challenges that face those growing up under the weight of extreme poverty. It 

also provides a chance to reflect and share in short break-out style conversations about 

what each one in your group is taking in. This event allows visitors to dive a bit deeper 

into topics of global hunger, living environments and the conditions children in poverty 

face every day. It is our hope that this experience will play a role in challenging us all 

to become more aware of the challenges that exist for children growing up on less than 

$2/day. The event is free and appropriate for all ages. It will be set up in Fellowship 

Hall and takes about 20 minutes to go through. For more information go 

to: https://journey.compassion.com/events/67 

 

 
 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
https://journey.compassion.com/events/67
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We continue our encounter with the “Thin Places” of life. 

If you have missed the Sunday when the theme was 

introduced, here is the definition that you also find in our 

current bulletins: 

What is a "Thin Place?" 

Prior to the arrival of the Christian message on the British 

Isles, Celtic spirituality embraced the idea that there are 

special places in which divine encounters happen – they 

called those: Thin Places. When the Good News of Christ 

spread, Celtic Christians extended their understanding of 

Thin Places to encompass all areas of life (not just physical 

locations) in which they experienced God through Christ. 

A thin place is when or where you encounter God in 

surprising and powerful ways, when there seems to be no 

room in between the love of Christ and you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2019 Preaching Plan 
Continuing our Fall Message Series: 

“Out of Sight, Out of Mind? –  

Finding God in the Thin Places of Life” 
 

 

October 5/6 – Pastor Markus, Communion,  

Compassion International ends,  

Theme: Finding God in Failure and Forgiveness  

Scripture: Psalm 51:1-12 

 

October 12/13 – Pastor Markus, VIM commissioning, VIM trip starts 

Theme: Finding God in the Secular  

Scripture: Psalm 139: 7-12, John 17:14-16, Romans 12:12,  

 Matthew 28: 19f (John 15:19, 1John 2:15-17) 

 

October 19/20 – Pastor Markus preaching 

Theme: Finding God in The Book 

Scripture: Psalm 119:105-112 & 2 Timothy 3:16f 

 

October 26/27 – Pastor Liz preaching, Trunk or Treat 

Theme: Finding God in Aging 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
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Pastor Ponderings October 2019 
 

How goes it with your compassion? 

The first weekend in October will be marked by our church hosting the Compassion 

International exhibition. It provides education about childhood poverty and ways to address it. 

(Please see the related article in this newsletter for information regarding the event.) We live in 

times when I hear more and more people lament about the fact that it is so hard to feel 

compassion for the social injustices we are confronted with in the news. “COMPASSION 

FATIGUE” is an expression I have not heard until recently, but sadly, it now is a thing – a 

reality. I experience it myself: watching the news or reading it can be a very sobering process; 

it can be quite convicting when I don’t feel bad anymore for the terrible things that are 

happening in this world.  

A colleague of mine said the other day in a talk to her congregation: “Please do not harden your 

heart towards the injustices that you encounter. Please let yourself be bothered by it.” I think 

there is truth to it. When we hear about shootings, accidents, famines, violence or other terrible 

events, let’s not try to rationalize it or to escape in trying to blame someone for it. Instead, 

allowing our hearts to feel compassion is a way that opens us up and prepares ourselves for 

appropriate action.  

Toward the end of this month I will be spending a few days in Ecuador to get a close up look 

into the work that Compassion International is doing. I can’t wait to come back and share with 

you about it. But in the meantime I encourage you to visit the exhibition; and I encourage all of 

us to let our hearts be bothered by the hurt of others we encounter. 

 

Truly yours,  

 

Pastor Markus 

 

 

                                           

 
 
 
  

October 2019 

Pulpit  

Preview 
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Start October 9th, First Church is starting our 

Wednesday Night Live Plus (WNL+) classes!  

WNL+ provides fantastic opportunities for 6-weeks 

at a time where families can be at church together 

on Wednesday Nights! We created WNL+ last year 

to provide a place where families can be under one 

roof during chaotic weekday schedules.  While this 

was created for families, we invite all to be a part 

of this great time for fellowship and learning. 

 

Join with us as we “Love God with all our heart, 

soul, strength, and mind.” (Luke 10:27)  This 

session’s classes include: Julie Hammen with using 

our hearts for Bible Journaling, using our soul 

through training in “Love and Logic”, an exciting 

opportunity in the works for using our strength, and 

with Pastor Markus using our minds in the History 

of Methodism.  Check out the Adult Christian 

Education pages for more information on that. 
 

With God’s love, 

 

 

Pastor Liz  
     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Church Records 
 

 

 

Baptisms: 

   9-29-2019 

Cody William, son of  

      Shane and Kelly Schabo  

  

Deaths: 

 9-01-2019  

  Mary Ann Hahn 

Ministry Fair 2019  

                  was a Huge   

Success! 

Ministry Fair Thank Yous 
 

Thank you to the 32 different ministries and 

organizations that were a part of our Ministry Fair 

this year! 

Thank you to the Endowment Committee for 

providing us, once again, with our AWESOME 

Obstacle Course! 

Thank you congregation for participating in this 

great testament to God’s work here at First Church! 

Thank you to those who signed up during the fair 

to be a part of a ministry or organization! 

Thank you Ministry Fair Planning Team  

(Amy Concepción, Amy Conway, Molly Endter, 

Jake McCormick, Cynthia Whitely, and Pastor Liz) 

for making this year another great success! 

We could not have done it without everyone. 
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2019 Budget Update as of August 31, 2019 
  

For the month of August, contributions were slightly less than budgeted, however Tithe in July donations continued  

into August which helped. Expenses were also under budget for August – so for the year we have spent  

$12,000 less than we have taken in. 

 

Total Income            August $47,034                    Year to Date  $576,319 

Budgeted Income     August $51,081                    Year to Date  $568,174 

Total Expenses         August $49,342                    Year to Date  $564,026 
 

Thank you to all that contributed to Tithe in July!   We finished the campaign with over $16,000 in giving!  A new record!!! 

 

 

Thank you! 

A special heart felt thank you to the youth of our church and the adults that 

worked beside them to supervise the cleanup of trees on my lake property, 

following the tornado on Saturday, July 20th that hit Bear Lake. Twisted trees 

and trees torn out of the ground by their roots were strewn across the yard 

while my lake home stood untouched. It was so thoughtful to have such 

wonderful youth willing to give of their time to lend helping hands to chop, 

saw, and remove limbs, branches and logs. I appreciate all of your help so 

very much. May God richly bless each of you. (See picture below)          

                                                                                ~ Ms. Mary Furlong 

Advent Devotional Writers 
 

Upon popular demand, First Church will be writing an  

Advent Devotional again this year.  Starting December 1st, 

we will have a devotional each day to ponder, written by  

our very own people!  Pastor Markus and Pastor Liz will  

be writing the devotionals for the weekends and are asking 

for volunteers from the congregation to write for the week 

days.  It is as easy as picking one of four themes, which will be 

provided, identifying a Bible verse, and writing briefly about 

it. Upon interest, volunteers will be given more information.  

Call the office today, to contribute to our Advent Devotional! 

 

Brian Stahl, Tina Fafnis, Noah Fafnis, Matthew Baker, 

Mackenzie Larsen, Michael Anderson, and Nate Albrecht.  

Not pictured: José Concepción, Gabriel  Concepción, 

Emanuel Concepción, and Max Sullivan.  

Theology 

on Tap 

Off-site 

October 24th 

6:00 p.m. 

Call the 

Church 

Office to 

Sign-up. 

(920-734-2677) 
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                                                           Heads Up for Annual Stewardship Focus 
 

The annual stewardship focus will kick off this year November 9th and 10th and will continue for three 

weeks; turning in pledge cards on November 23rd and 24th.  The theme this year will focus on ‘Celebrating 

Our Future’.  With the conclusion of the Capital Campaign coming in early 2020, it is time to 

celebrate!  First Church does so much for so many and we will be taking a look at how lives are changed by 

our giving; as well as how we can continue to grow both our Church and ourselves personally with our 

Stewardship.   You will hear testimonials from members on how the Church has affected their lives.  Watch 

for your pledge card which will be mailed at the end of October and prayerfully consider how you can help 

in the celebration.  First Church is blessed with a generous congregation that embraced a Capital Campaign 

and we look forward to celebrating and seeing where our stewardship will lead us in the future! 

 

  

 

 

The mission of the month for October is NAMI (National Alliance on 

Mental Illness) Fox Valley/Iris Place. They offer support, education, and 

outreach and envision a community free of stigma that supports and 

promotes mental health and recovery.  Iris Place is a peer run respite that 

offers a place for someone struggling with issues to go for a few days to a 

week to reflect and get away from the stresses of life. 

  

The items that they are in need of right now are: 

General Knife set/sharpener, wall plug-in adapters for cellphone charging, 

x-box 1 games, bath bombs, heating pads, heated blankets, steak knives, 

sports balls, musical instruments, bike/helmets/locks, journals, happy lights, 

hammocks, Epsom salts, gel pens, canvases, and fleece fabric. 

One of the biggest needs they have is for noise machines.  They really 

stressed that this year. 

Please check out the Mission of the Month (MOM) bulletin board for more 

information.  

  

Thank you for your support.  It is very appreciated. 

 

Community Clothes Closet Needs 
 

The Community Clothes Closet (CCC) 

appreciates all donations of clothing 

and bedding, but is in particular need 

of boys and girls clothing sizes 7-18, 

new pillows, and new or gently used 

queen and king sheets and blankets.  

Donations may be placed in the CCC 

wood box by the Wesley Room. The 

CCC is also in need of additional 

volunteers to hang clothes, work at the 

donation desk, or mark shoe sizes.  To 

volunteer, call CCC at 830-2085. For 

additional information, call Mary 

Loew at 731-5874.   

 

 

Volunteers in Mission 
 

God’s GPS has recalculated and 

rerouted The First United Methodist 

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION Trip 

from Mississippi Recovery to United 

Methodist Children’s Services, 

Milwaukee, WI October 14-18, 

2019. Through housing, resources, 

and community engagement, United 

Methodist Children’s Services acts as 

a stepping stone for families on their 

way to stability. Our VIM team is 

excited about serving this Milwaukee 

community. Stock sales are in full 

swing and our appreciation dinner 

for stockholders is scheduled for 

Sunday, November 10th, 5:30 p.m. 

Thanks for your continued support of 

our annual mission trip.  
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VIM STOCK SALE!! 
 

Our Volunteers in Mission Stock Sale continues through 

early October. Proceeds from this sale help fund our 

adult mission trip. This year 20 individuals will be 

heading south to do tornado and flood recovery work 

near Meridian, Mississippi, October 12 – 20th.  Show 

support for our hard-working VIM team by purchasing a 

share of “stock” for $10/ individual or $25/family. Your 

stock purchase also entitles you to attend the Mission 

Trip Dinner at 5:30 on Sunday, November 10th in the 

Fellowship Hall. Stock will be sold before or after every 

church service through early October. You may also 

purchase stock from any VIM member.  

Your support will be greatly appreciated! 

 

Phoebe Circle 
 

Phoebe Circle will meet on Tuesday, October 8th at 9:30 a.m. in 

the Asbury Lounge.  We welcome new members.  This month we 

will be collecting items such as candy, pencils, stickers, etc., that 

can be handed out at the Trunk or Treat event in the church 

parking lot. This event will take place close to Halloween.  If you 

have a car you are willing to decorate that would be wonderful. 

Please join us for devotions and snacks and find out more about 

this wonderful group.  If you have any questions please feel free 

to call Ellen Roe, 920-734-7302.    

 

 

 
 

 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 
 

What’s for dinner? 
 

October 2nd – Chicken Olé 

October 9th – Swiss steak in gravy 

October 16th – Baked Ham 

October 23rd – Pork Loin with Cranberry Sauce 

October 30th – Tater Tot Casserole 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GriefShare is a 15-week video seminar series that features some of 

the nation’s foremost Christian experts on grief and recovery 

topics. 

The video seminars are combined with group discussion of the 

materials presented during the video, as well as participants sharing 

how they themselves are dealing with the death of their loved one.  

Each week is a different topic. 

People can join at any point. Classes are Tuesdays from 1:00 - 3:00 

p.m. in the Wesley Room. If you have any questions please contact 

Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com or 920-574-2859.  

mailto:pfreeman1@new.rr.com
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FIRST CHURCH  

IS COLLECTING OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS CHILD SUPPLIES! 

 

Every November the Youth Ministries 

along with the Congregation’s help 

assembles over 100 gift shoeboxes to send 

overseas.  This year we are looking for the 

following donations: 

Pencils, small manual pencil sharpeners, 

colored pencils, crayons, markers, pens, 

coloring books, glue sticks, and 

watercolors.   

We are also collecting monetary donations 

to purchase soccer balls ($5) and pumps 

($1) and for shipping ($9 - check to 

Samaritan’s Purse) per box.  Donations 

can be dropped off in the church office. 

New Member 

Ocean’s Class 

 

Wednesday, 

November 20th 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

Call the Church 

office today 

To sign up (920) 

734-2677 
 

 

 

 

Our annual Festival of Carols for Christmas has become a “don’t miss 

it” event for many in our church family and in our community.  Why?  

Because at a time when images of Santa Claus are everywhere and the 

commercial frenzy of the season is nearing its peak, it is a perfect 

opportunity to slow down, to step back from the retail madness, to re-

connect with the peace and love that is at the heart of the Christmas 

story.  We invite you to join us on Friday, December 13th at 7:00 in the 

Sanctuary as the choirs and orchestra of First United Methodist 

Church combine to celebrate the birth of Christ.   

 

If you would like to be a part of the Festival Choir for this special 

musical event, rehearsals begin at 6:30 on October 2.  All singers from 

High School through adults are invited and welcome to join us. 

 

 

Women’s Retreat 2020  
Creating a Livin’ in the Fruit of the Spirit Life!     

February 7-9, 2020 

Pine Lake United Methodist Camp 

Registration Fees: (includes Fri & Sat lodging and Fri dinner-

Sun brunch) 

December 10:  $50 deposit due 

(Scholarships are available) 

Register today by calling the church office! 
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Upcoming Events  
October 13 Family Faith Event 10:30 – 11:30 room 314 

October 20 Children’s ministry team meeting 10:30-11:30 room 314 

October 27 Trunk-or-Treat 10:15-noon 

Dates and activities are subject to change. Please check updated schedules on  
Children’s Ministry board and updated newsletters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kidz Konnection meets on Wednesdays 6:00 -7:30 p.m.  
in room 314. This program is for children in k-5th grade. 
Choir children are invited to come join us at 6:30!  

 
C.I.A. Puppet Ministry 

We are looking for families, adults, and 
youth in 4th grade or older for upcoming 
puppet shows. Puppet shows are held 
seasonally in during our 9:00 worship 
service, during events, and for our Sunday 
school classes in our Puppet room.  
Please contact Christine Ladewig for more 
information! 
 

 

Calling all 4th – 7th Graders 
 

Are you looking for ways you can serve our  
church? Become an acolyte today! The commitment 
is only  one time for 15 minutes every 5 weeks. 
Acolytes serve before our 9:00 worship service by 
bringing the light into our Sanctuary and light the 
altar candles. Contact Christine Ladewig  to set  
up a training!  

 

October 27 
10:15 a.m. 

Join us for this spooktacular event! Come 
to church in costume and after Sunday 
School trunk-or-treat around our parking 
lot for some sweet treats! Don’t forget to 
visit the courtyard for some fun games 
and a bounce house! We will also be 
serving food and desserts in our 
Fellowship Hall. This event is FREE! 
 

Family Faith Event 

October 13, 10:30-11:30, 

Room 314 

Join us for a fun family event that will 
encourage you and your family’s faith! 
We will do fun activities, service 
projects or even a fun family Sunday 
School lesson!  We hope you and your 
children will join us! Contact Christine 
Ladewig for more information. 
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BEFRIENDERS MINISTRY 
 

BE THE SUNSHINE FOR SOMEONE ELSE 
 

When we take the time to consider the influence we have on the hearts of others, it can boggle our minds.  It can be a little 

scary and amazing.  Just think about it. We can literally change the course of someone’s day by one word, one action, or one 

smile!  Wouldn’t it be the best to change that someone’s day for the better by bringing someone some sunshine? 

Our ability to influence someone’s heart (change their day) does not happen because we “have a big platform”.  It does not 

happen because we have all our ducks in a row and they’re synchronized swimming perfectly, nor does it happen because we 

are having a good day.  

Our ability to influence happens because we notice; ...we smile, or we say a good word of encouragement or we listen and 

care.  We have a profound ability to make someone’s moment better, while at the same time, we can quickly forget about 

this, thinking about our own dilemmas. It is easy for us to think about our own grumpiness, looking for someone or 

something to bring us some sunshine or a positive stroke.  What if we stop waiting for the magic fix and bring sunshine to 

someone else which will help us while helping another person. 

Proverbs 17:22 states “A cheerful heart is good medicine”. A cheerful heart will bring sunshine to another person, ...and give 

yourself a lift, too.             ~Cynthia Whitely 
 

Note:  this article is adapted and used with permission from Gaye Lindfors, author, speaker and retreat leader.  

Gaye will participate in the February 2020 FUMC Women’s Retreat. You can reach her at www.GayeLindfors.com.  

 

 

 

Wednesday Night Live Plus (WNL+) 
October 9th-November 13th 

6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 
Starting Wednesday, October 9th, First Church will once again offer Wednesday Night Live Plus. There is something for your 

whole family! You can start the evening by enjoying a family dinner before going to class.  Dinner will be served from 5:00 p.m. 

to 6:00 p.m.  At 6:00 p.m. Adults will have the opportunity to join Bible Journaling, learn the history of Methodism, join the Love 

and Logic class, or gain strength in the gym. Kids and Youth are invited to attend Kidz Konnection, or Youth Group.  All are 

invited to join one of our Music Ministries. There is something for everyone!  
 

Come and see what a difference A1 can make in your week. Church, it’s not just for Sundays. 
 

History of Methodism 
In this class, we will explore the soul of Methodism. More than just looking at the history of the church, we will learn what 

Methodist Heritage - including its doctrines and emphases – entail.  Join Pastor Markus in the Wesley Room for no cost.   

 

Bible Journaling 

Looking for something more than just reading your Bible?  Join Julie Hammen in Room 224 as the group takes an introductory 

look at how we can study our Bibles through color, guided questions, and our creative minds.  No artistry necessary, and no cost to 

you.   

 

Love and Logic 

Never before in history have parents faced so many challenges!  We invite you to come and see the “Love and Logic” approach 

which provides a variety of simple and effective strategies for parenting children birth to adulthood. “Love and Logic” is a 

nationally known Christian-based program that is dedicated to help adults achieve respectful, healthy relationships with their 

children. Cost for the class is $25 (book included) and meets in the Asbury Lounge. 

 

Zumba 
Join our very own, Channon Jordan, for 45 minutes of Zumba (easy-to-follow choreographed cardio to energizing music) followed 

by 15 minutes of strength & stretching. Variations will be demonstrated for different intensity levels, so don’t worry about your 

ability. Participants should wear athletic shoes and plan to do some strength and stretching on mats on the floor. Stay hydrated by 

bringing a water bottle. We hope to see you here!  

 

http://www.gayelindfors.com/
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Leaders/Facilitators/Hosts 

We had 12 people attend our Adult Christian Education 

Leader Training on Thursday, August 29.  You will be seeing 

some of these leaders shortly in our classes.  Others you will 

see later on in the year.  We are always looking for people 

willing to host groups (short-term and longer-term).  If you are 

interested, please sign up on the You Can Count on Me or talk 

to Pastor Liz. 

 

Theology on Tap 

Want to talk about topics relating to God, but want to do it in a 

relaxed setting?  Come to Theology on Tap!  We meet once a 

month during the week after work at one of the establishments 

in the Fox Valley. Participants can drink alcoholic or 

nonalcoholic drinks and choose whether or not they want to 

get food as well. Join us: October 24th, and November 21st, all 

from 6:00-8: 00 p.m. 

 

Financial Education with Russell Bold 

Have questions about your retirement fund?  Don’t understand 

what steps to take next financially in life?  Any questions or 

conversation is welcomed with no pressure. Feel free to sit 

down with Russell the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month in 

the Conference Room at 10:00 a.m. starting September 22nd.   

 

Sunday Bible Study-“The Story” 

The Bible is hard to understand, and often we don’t really 

understand when things happen.  Join us as we go through the 

Bible chronologically with “The Story”.  The whole study is 

31 weeks but will be broken up into segments. Books cost 

$12.  We started September 15th at 10:30 a.m. in Asbury 

Lounge, but all are welcome to join at any time.  

 

Sunday Bible Study- The Parables of Jesus 

Learn more about what the parables Jesus told mean in this 

12-week class led by Wendy Anzelmo.  This class focuses on 

what the parables tell us about the Kingdom of Heaven.  The 

class will be using their own Bibles and a supplement ($4) and 

started last Sunday, September 15th at 10:30 a.m. in Wesley 

Room. It’s not too late to join us.   

 

Theology on Mondays 

“Thank God for Evolution: How the Marriage of Science and 

Religion Will Transform Your Life and Our World” by 

Michael Dowd will be the subject of conversation at Theology 

on Mondays, for those who like to examine progressive 

theology, which started on September 16th. Each discussion is 

from 10:00 a.m.-noon on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Mondays in the 

Wesley Room. Books cost $15. 

 

Recipe Exchange 

Enjoy time sharing recipes?  Join Mary Larkin and the ladies 

connected with First Church as we enjoy each other’s recipes 

and even some treats as well.  This group meets every second 

Monday of the month through November, noon- 1:00 p.m. in 

the Youth Lounge 

 

Women of the Word 

On Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in Wesley Room we will dig into a 

six-week study, “Messy People: Life Lessons from Imperfect 

Biblical Heroes” by Jennifer Cowart which examines the lives 

of biblical heroes who were messy people just like us but who 

were used by God in powerful ways. Books cost $13 and can 

be ordered from the church office.  
 

Tuesday Book Study 

Please join us for a book discussion on Tuesdays from 1:00-2: 

30 p.m. in the Conference Room which began Tuesday, Sept. 

10th of Sister Joan Chittister’s latest book “The Time is Now: 

A Call to Uncommon Courage”. For 40 years, Sister Joan has 

passionately advocated on behalf of peace, human rights, 

women’s issues, and church renewal. Books are $14 through 

the church office 

 

Wednesday Book Study   

Join us Wednesdays from 11:15 a.m.-12: 30 p.m. in the 

Asbury Lounge which started September 18th for a study of 

culture and faith through “To Kill a Mockingbird.” Linda 

Farina and Pastor Liz will be leading us through Harper Lee’s 

classic as a way to examine questions and issues of the 

Christian faith and open our eyes to the spiritual truths that are 

all around us. Books are $6 through the church office.  

 

Blessings of Aging 

Regret, Fear, Time; Joy; Transformation...some of the topics 

presented in this course developed by Sister Joan Chittister, 

Aging is an exciting time! Based on her book, The Gift of 

Years, although reading the book is not necessary.  Following 

our study of “To Kill A Mockingbird”, join the Wednesday 

Study Group October 30th to November 20th from 11:15 a.m. – 

12:30 p.m. in the Asbury Lounge. 

 

Alpha Study: Introduction to Christianity 

Feel like you don’t really understand what it means to be a 

Christian? You are not alone.  Be a part of the Alpha Study as 

we look at questions like: Why and how should I read my 

Bible? and Who is Jesus?  Our study lasts 15 weeks, but we 

will be splitting it up to make it more manageable.  The first 

segment started Wednesday, September 18th, but all are 

welcome to join at any time from 6:00-7: 00 p.m. in 

Conference Room. No book is needed.    

 

Men’s Thursday Noon Bible Study 

Join the Men’s Study for “Mark Revisited: a continuation of 

discovering how the Gospel of Mark speaks into a Modern 

Man’s Life.”  Men meet in the Wesley Room from noon-1 

p.m. on Thursdays. No book needed.  

 

Women’s Thursday Noon Bible Study 

Our women’s group this year will be focusing on the Gospel 

of John.  This gospel is known for its theological depth, and 

we are looking at one area, in particular, light.  So join us 

Thursdays at noon in the Conference Room for “The Light in 

Our Lives: Seeing God in the Gospel of John.”  No book is 

needed.  

 

Movie Nights in The Chapel 

Join Amy Concepción on Wednesday, October 16th at 6:00 

p.m. to watch a Christian-based movie in the Chapel.  Popcorn 

and water will be provided.  

Adult Christian Education 
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Theology on Mondays  
 

Thank God for Evolution: How the Marriage of 

Science and Religion 

Will Transform Your Life and Our World” 

by Michael Dowd 
 

 1st/3rd/5th Mondays  

10:00 a.m. - noon 

Wesley Room 
 

 

Please fill out the 

 You Can Count On Me 

bulletin insert if you would 

like to attend one (or more!) of 

the classes listed, or you can 

call the church office  

734-2677. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Women of The Word  
 

Mondays 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.   

“Messy People: Life Lessons from Imperfect Biblical Heroes”  

by Jennifer Cowart  
 Led by Sue Stehula  

Wesley Room 

Sunday Bible Study 
 

10:30-11:30 a.m. 
 

The Parables of Jesus 
 

Led by Wendy Anzelmo 

Wesley Room 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Book Study 
 

11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 

 “To Kill a Mockingbird”  
by Harper Lee  

A study of culture and faith 

 

Led by Pastor Liz 

Asbury Lounge 

 

Alpha Study:  

Intro to Christianity 
 

Wednesday Nights 

6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Led by Jim Urbaniak 

Conference Room 

Women’s Thursday 

Noon Bible Study 
 
 

Noon – 1:00 p.m. 
 

“The Light in Our 

Lives: Seeing God in 

the Gospel of John” 
 

Led by Pastor Liz   

Conference Room 

 

Theology on Tap 
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. 

 

October 24th - Dairyland Brew Pub 

November 21st - McGuinness Irish 

 

Sunday Bible Study 
 

10:30-11:30 a.m. 

The Story 

by Max Lucado & Randy Frazee 

Led by Birdie Schottmuller 

Asbury Lounge 

 

 

Tuesday Book Study  
 

1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m. 

  “The Time is Now: A Call to Uncommon Courage” 

by Sister Joan Chittister 
 

Facilitated by Sue Swanson 

Conference Room 

 

Men’s Thursday Noon  

Bible Study 
 

Noon – 1:00 p.m. 

 “Mark Revisited: Discovering How 

the Gospel of Mark Speaks into a 

Modern Man’s life” 
 

Led by Pastor Markus  

Wesley Room 

Starting Wednesday, October 9th, First Church will once again offer 

Wednesday Night Live Plus. There is something for your whole family! 

You can start the evening by enjoying a family dinner before going to 

class.  Dinner will be served from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  At 6:00 p.m. 

Adults will have the opportunity to join Bible Journaling, learn the 

history of Methodism, join the Love and Logic class, or gain strength in 

the gym. Kids and Youth are invited to attend Kidz Konnection, or 

Youth Group.  All are invited to join one of our Music Ministries. There 

is something for everyone!  

Zumba 
6:00-7:00 p.m. in 

the Gym 
Led by Channon 

Jordan 
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Capital Campaign Update 
 

‘At last HOME SWEET HOME!’  Those are the words from 

Cha, Shaun and Mee Vang when they moved into the home 

that First Church sponsored through our Capital 

Campaign.   With our final payment in August, we are excited 

to announce that we have fulfilled our financial commitment 

to Habitat for Humanity.  Habitat and the Vang family have 

sent over a beautiful thank you letter.   Be sure to check it out 

on the Bulletin Board near the Fellowship Hall.   What a 

celebration of the generosity of our Church both financially 

and of our time and talents!   Thank you again to all that 

contributed to this great mission!    

 

  
 

Capital Campaign Projects 
 

It continues to be active around the church facility with Capital Campaign Projects. The HVAC new 

computerized control system is now fully installed. A great deal of the programming of the system has been 

completed with some programming yet to be completed. The system is very sophisticated and training on the 

ability to make changes to the program has taken place for some personnel with more training yet to take place.  

At the Trustees meeting of August 13th the Trustees voted to proceed with securing cost estimates for remodeling 

of the second floor school wing hallway and stairwells. Included in the remodel would be the replacement of all of 

the existing doors, new tempered clear glass replacing the existing panels on the sides of the door openings.  Paint 

the hallway walls. Two sections of wall will be covered with a tack less carpet like material to display items on.  

New carpeting will be installed in the hallways to match the existing carpet in the already remodeled hallways.  

The Trustees recently approved $16,434 in roof repairs to four sections of flat roofs. This repair was done to fix 

existing leaks and prolong the life of the rubber membrane of the roofs. 

Progress with regards to the list of Capital Projects has progressed extremely well. All of the important projects 

have been completed over the last two years since work began. This includes the Electrical Upgrade, Gutters and 

Downspouts, Tuck Pointing, Window Wells, Restrooms below Narthex, Windows in the School Wing Building, 

Parking Lot repaved and the Boiler Room Floor repaired. All of the listed were considered projects that needed to 

be done. The list of completed projects that were considered a want and not necessarily needed are, the 

Fellowship Hall, Lighting Upgrade, Youth Lounge, Lower Level Hallway and the Heating Ventilating and Air-

Conditioning project. 

Your continued support has made all of what is listed possible. Thank you and God bless you for your monetary 

contributions to the Capital Campaign. 

Board of Trustees 
 

 

Heads Up for Annual 

Stewardship Focus 
 

The annual stewardship focus 

will kick off this year 

November 9th and 10th and 

will continue for three weeks; 

turning in pledge cards on 

November 23rd and 24th.   

The theme this year will focus 

on ‘Celebrating Our Future’.  

.  
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Octoberfest Update 
 

The last weekend in September our church was represented at Appleton Downtown’s Octoberfest! Over 

25 hardworking volunteers helped to make rice crispy treats and sell them. What a joy to share First 

Church with thousands of people on the streets of Appleton!  All profits from this event will be donated 

to Iris Place – which is also our Mission of the Month for October. Iris Place provides a safe and 

welcoming environment that offers an opportunity for individuals experiencing emotional distress or 

crisis to grow and change through the support of others with lived experience. Watch your bulletin for 

the final financial total that our Octoberfest mission raised.  If you want to help, please give to the 

Mission of the Month throughout October. 

 

 

2019 Senegal Golf Outing Update from Pastor Dave 
 

 

 

Once again the Senegal Golf Outing was a great success. We had ten foursomes participating; one of First 

Church’s took first place and another took third place. A total of $4,900.00 was raised and will be used to 

help the United Methodist Church grow in Senegal, Africa.  

Founded in 1998 the UMC in Senegal has started 19 churches and gained nearly 1000 members. Our 

partnership helps support the pastors and the rental of their church buildings.  It also helps feed the 

children and care for the sick. In addition, it helps educate women and teach good agricultural practices to 

residents of Senegal.  

A very good lunch was served and everyone received a prize by the end of the day. Please plan on joining 

us for the Senegal Charity Golf Outing next year. Thanks to all of you who supported this event.  

~Dave Farina 

 

Kelci Page is a choral/general music education major at Lawrence University. 

She is from Long Grove, IA, near the Quad Cities. She enjoys songwriting, 

dancing, hiking, and working on art projects. She also works as a Classroom 

Assistant at Bridges daycare downtown, and as a Community Advisor at 

Lawrence. She is very excited to be working here at FUMC as the Director of 

Sonshine Singers and the music time for Kidz Worship in the Chapel on Sunday 

mornings! 

 

 

Thank you to all who participated in our first Mingle and Munch on 

September 15th.  We thought it was a hit!  Join Befrienders the 3rd weekend 

of each month for special treats, popcorn, and a fun activity to do with 

friends/family.  Mingle and Munch will be in the hallway after Saturday Night 

worship and in between services in Fellowship Hall on Sunday. 

 

Mingle and Munch 
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We’d like to introduce you to Matt and 

Lindsay Sulik.  Matt was born and raised in 

Baraboo, Wisconsin with two older brothers.  

He graduated from Baraboo High School and 

UW-Oshkosh, majoring in biology and 

nursing.  He is employed as a nurse at St. 

Elizabeth’s Hospital.  He enjoys playing 

video games, exercising and watching 

movies. Here at First Church, Matt sings with 

the Bass Clef, is a liturgist and helps in 

Sunday School.  Lindsay (nee Farina) was 

born and raised in Baraboo, Wisconsin (guess 

who her parents are), graduating from 

Baraboo High School, Ripon College and Fox 

Valley School of Massage.  She has degrees 

in psychology and religion, as well as 

massage therapy.  She currently is self-

employed as a licensed massage therapist.  

She enjoys reading, exercising and watching 

movies. Lindsay has been in Bible study, 

helps in Sunday School, and baking cookies. 

Matt and Lindsay met in high school and 

started dating in their junior year.  They were 

married at their church in Baraboo on October 

9, 2004. Their daughter Lucy is 7 and she is a 

second grader at Woodland Elementary.  She 

is a FUMC Kidz, enjoys swimming lessons, 

and reads to therapy dogs.  Gemma, age 4, is 

in 4k at the Center for Literacy.  She is a 

FUMC Kidz,and enjoys swimming lessons.  

They both attend Sunday School, VBS and 

have participated in Christmas programs.  
They also enjoy baking cookies. 

Matt and Lindsay joined FUMC in July 2005 

when Lindsay started working here as the 

Director of Christian Education.  Lindsay says 

they’ve stayed because they love our church 
family!  (We do too!) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We introduce you to Dave and Linda Farina.  
Dave was born in Racine the youngest of five  

children, living in a neighborhood surrounded  

by many Italian relatives and friends.  Dave  

graduated from Horlick High School in 1966.  

As a child he played the accordion; in high school he played guard for the 

Horlick Rebels football team.  Another formative part of Dave’s Racine life 

was his family’s devotion to Faith Evangelical United Brethren Church. It was 

there that Dave answered an altar call at the age of 13 and announced that he 

wanted to become a minister.  He pursued a degree in religion while 

continuing to play football for the North Central College Cardinals.  He 

graduated in 1970 and entered Evangelical Theological Seminary (now 

Garrett-Evangelical Seminary in Evanston).  Dave received a Master of 

Divinity Degree and was ordained a pastor in the Wisconsin Conference of the 

United Methodist Church. Dave was in ministry for forty years, serving Faith 

UMC in Greenville, Evansville UMC, Emanuel UMC in Baraboo, and 

Reedsburg UMC. He retired in 2011 and continues to enjoy golfing; bowling; 

watching the Packers, Brewers, and Badgers; playing cards; and going to 

movies. He currently serves as Pastor of Visitation at FUMC, conducts 

numerous funerals, provides pulpit supply for local pastors, chairs the annual 

Senegal Golf Outing, and is the current president of his Kiwanis chapter. 

Linda was born in Belleville, Illinois.  Her dad was a salesman who was 

transferred frequently.  As a result, Linda, and her younger sister, Nancy, 

attended schools in Belleville, suburban Chicago, and Nashville, Tennessee.  

The family transferred back to Chicago where Linda graduated from Harold 

L. Richards High School in Oak Lawn in 1967 and enrolled at North Central 

College.  Since the age of five, Linda wanted to become a teacher, and, in 

1971, she graduated with a degree in English and education.  In October of 

that year she married Dave, whom she had started dating on campus the 

previous December.  While Dave attended seminary classes, Linda commuted 

a hundred miles a day to teach in suburban Chicago until they moved to 

Dave’s first church in Greenville.  A year later she began teaching seventh and 

eighth grade English in the area, and, as Dave moved to subsequent churches, 

Linda taught junior high, then high school, in Evansville and in Baraboo, 

spending almost three decades in the classroom.  She also earned her master’s 

degree in education from Viterbo University.   

Like Dave, she retired in 2011, and enjoys reading, shopping, attending 

movies and plays, playing games, and decorating.  At FUMC Linda attends 

the Wednesday Noon Bible Study, teaches adult classes, and prays for the 

church. She is a member of P.E.O. Chapter DY in Appleton. Linda and Dave 

also love being with their grandchildren: son Mark and wife Cheri’s boys, 

Ethan (7) and Charlie (4), who live in Glen Ellyn, Illinois, and daughter 

Lindsay and Matt Sulik’s girls, Lucy (7) and Gemma (4).  It was actually 

Lindsay who was instrumental in having Dave and Linda join First Church in 

2011: when they were trying to decide where they should retire to, she told 

them if they moved to Appleton, she would supply them with a grandchild. 

They moved…and she did!  Being able to worship together with family has 

been a joy for Dave and Linda, who also love the friendliness; outstanding 

music, youth, children’s and educational programs; and strong pastoral 

leadership of FUMC.   (We agree!)                  
 

Dave & Linda  

Farina 

The Sulik Family 
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Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Julie Anderson zookeeper5us@yahoo.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &    

Bass Clef Director: 

 PJ Uhazie  pjuhaz@gmail.com    

 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   swessley37@gmail.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Summer Sunday School begins at 9:00 a.m. in room 221. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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Annual Charge Conference 
 

Our Annual Charge Conference will be held together with Faith 

Community UMC of Greenville of our circuit on Monday, 

November 18th at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at Faith 

Community UMC, N1966 Julius Dr., Greenville.  Please mark 

your calendars and plan for a 1-2 hour gathering. Our District 

Superintendent Rev. Kate Croskery Jones will lead our time 

together.   
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