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October Memory Verse: 
 
 

Christ, however, was faithful over God’s house as a son, and we are his house if we 
hold firm the confidence and the pride that belong to hope.                         Hebrews 3:6 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS? 

Starting Wednesday, October 10th, First Church will begin Wednesday night 

ministries for your whole family! Don’t forget to enjoy a family dinner before 

going to class.  Dinner will be served from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. (you will get to 

enjoy a meal with your family- even if you can’t get here until close to 6:00!) 

At 6:00 p.m. you will have the opportunity to join Creating Cards, Prayer 

Warriors, Music Ministries, Bible study, Christ-Centered Meditation, The 

Carpenter’s Workshop, Kidz Konnection, or Youth Group. There is something 

for everyone!  

Come and see what a difference A1 can make in your week.  

Church, it’s not just for Sundays.  
 

(see page 6 for more details) 

 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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On March 28th 1968 the 

United Methodist Church was 

birthed when leaders of the 

Evangelical United Brethren 

Church and The Methodist 

Church declared the creation 

of a new denomination. 

Since June of this year we have been featuring 10 

celebration-facts about the UMC each month in our monthly 

newsletter. This month we conclude the series, please find it 

on page 5 of this Connections edition. 

We also want to honor 50 years of United Methodism in 

worship throughout October. It is only fitting that this month 

will also have our First Church mission celebration on the 

weekend of October 20/21 since mission is part of the United 

Methodist DNA. On the last weekend of October we 

welcome a special guest preacher, Rev. Gordon Lind who 

attends our church with his wife Debbie. He used to be the 

District Superintendent responsible for First Church and we 

are honored to have him speak to us as we commemorate 50 

years of United Methodism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2018 Preaching Plan 
 

 

“Honoring Our Past, Growing Into Our Future…” – 50 Years 

of Worldwide United Methodism 

 

October 6/7,  

Text: Acts 2:17 

Theme: Remembering 1968 and how it informs today 

 

October 13/14 Pastor Liz preaching, 3rd grade Bible presentation 

Text: Galatians 2:1-2, 7-10 

Theme: Coming together in the name of Jesus 

 

October 20/21 Celebration of First Church missionary activity 

(Habitat, mission trips…) 

Text: Luke 10:2 

Theme: A church in mission 

 

October 27/28 Pastor Gordon Lind preaching 

Text: Matthew 22:34-40 

Theme: Love God and Neighbor 
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Pastor’s Ponderings October 2018 
 

Celebrating 50 years of United Methodism when the future is uncertain… 
 

I don’t know if it is the irony of history or a profound direction of God for the future that 

the United Methodist Church celebrates 50 years of existence while it awaits a special 

General Conference in February of 2019 that may bring big changes for us as a 

denomination. For decades, in fact: from the beginning of its founding, the UMC has not 

had consensus when it comes to the question of homosexuality. On February 23rd 2019 

there will be a special session of the General Conference (GC), the highest (and only) 

decision making body for the entire UM denomination. This GC is exclusively dealing 

with the question on how to proceed as a denomination in our diversity of theological 

and anthropological thinking when it comes to matters of homosexuality. 

 

The bishops of our denomination have been busy in finding a way forward, a way that 

would help the denomination to make a decision and stay united despite differences in 

opinion. We reported about these ways in our August edition of Connections and I want 

to invite you to find further information about the suggested ways forward on page 7 of 

this Connections edition.  

The outcome of next year’s special GC is completely unknown. The Council of Bishops 

has made a clear recommendation for one of the three proposed plans (the “one church 

plan”) but also has allowed further plans to be submitted to be voted on next year.  

- There is a chance that we erupt in conflict and split up over it.  

- There is a chance that we don’t erupt in conflict but still feel that going separate 

ways is the best way forward.  

- There is a chance that a great solution will make us stronger as a denomination 

and help us to figure out how our diversity can be a blessing to the world. 

- And there is a chance that nothing will change because the delegates of next 

year’s GC can’t find a solution and need to table the discussion for future review. 

 

-continued on p. 3- Ponderings 
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As we kick off another fall season of ministry 

at First Church, I wonder how we have grown 

since last fall.  We are constantly growing 

whether we are in several adult education 

groups, attend church regularly, or just 

converse with God.  It’s amazing how God 

transforms our lives, maybe without us even 

knowing it.  We do have great opportunities 

though.  We are blessed with groups that strive 

to learn more about the Bible, what it means to 

be a Christian, and what God is calling us to 

be.  I invite you this month to stretch yourself.  

Visit a Bible study or book study.  Join our 

Wednesday night classes.  Actively participate 

in worship by greeting, ushering, being 

liturgist, singing in the choir, playing with the 

bells, or having a discussion after worship 

about the sermon that you hear.  Let’s make 

some leaps in our growing to further glorify 

God. 

 

With God’s love, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Liz 

 

 

   

Church Records 
 

 

 

 

 

Baptism: 

 9-02-2018 

  Aylah Grace, daughter of Mark and Loni Johnson. 

  Asher Thomas, son of Mark and Loni Johnson 

 

Deaths: 

 9-24-18 

  Raymond Durkee 
   

 

 

There and back again…    

  by Pastor Markus 

 

On October 22nd I will leave for a 10 day trip to SOUTH KOREA.  

I will be joining the PILGRIMAGE FOR PEACE that our Wisconsin 

Conference is hosting. Actually, I should say that it is the Korean 

Methodist Church that is the host, financially supporting this trip for 

members of our conference to engage with the Korean culture and its 

challenges. The Korean Methodist Church is a rapidly growing church 

with some churches so big they are dwarfing even most of our mega 

churches! I’m excited to experience this culture and its embrace of the 

Christian message and I can’t wait to tell you about my trip.  

I also find it meaningful that I will be able to experience this divided 

country from the perspective as a German citizen who has witnessed 

and lived through the re-unification of his own divided country. 

 

Ponderings cont’d from p. 2 – 
 

In any scenario, we don’t know if or how all of this will affect us on a 

local level. There is a good chance that nothing that this GC decides 

will affect the ways we do ministry here in Appleton at First Church. 

There is also a chance that it will. So what do we do in times of 

uncertainty?  

 

We pray! I want to invite you to join me in praying for our 

denomination. I want to invite you to do this with method: do it 

regularly and frequently. Set your phone to remind you every single 

day to say a prayer for our church. I have started doing this since July 

and I think God would love to hear prayers from all of us at First 

Church for our denomination. I can’t think of a better way for us to go 

forward into the future. 
 

Truly yours,  
 

                                                    
Pastor Markus 
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Heads Up for Annual Stewardship Focus 
 

The James Company that we hired to help us with our big Capital Campaign has also given us 

 support on how to continue a regular annual stewardship focus. “First We Give of Ourselves” is 

 the name of the curriculum that they provided to us for free and we have successfully used it for 

 the last two years. The theme of the first year in 2016 was “Giving in Grace.” Last year the theme 

 was “Giving in Gratitude” and this year, the final year, we are invited to embrace the theme of 

 “Giving in Generosity.”  
 

I’m looking forward to talking with you about generosity during the first three weeks of November. We will again kick off 

our stewardship focus on All Saints Day weekend – contemplating and celebrating the generous lives that were lived by 

those that have left us to be with the Lord. People of First Church have been incredibly generous the last couple of years, 

fully embracing our large Capital Campaign AND continuing to support the ongoing important needs of our congregation 

throughout the year. I want to thank you for your generosity and feel blessed to live and give in generosity with you. 
 

Pastor Markus 

 

 

Annual Charge Conference 
 

 

Our Annual Charge Conference will again be held together with the other seven churches of our circuit on 

Sunday, November 11th at 6:00 p.m. Location TBD. Please mark your calendars and plan for a 90-120 minute 

gathering. Our District Superintendent Rev. Sue D’Alessio will lead our time together and as last year each 

church will do a 2 minute presentation on the highlights of their ministries. This is a great way to get to know the 

Methodist churches of our area.  

 

 

Capital Campaign Projects Update 
 

 

During the last Board of Trustees meeting held on September 11th the lower level of the 1924        

church building was discussed as relates to how to proceed with updating the area. Costs and          

scope of the project were discussed, no decision was made to proceed with the project as of this        

update. 

 

The remodel of the Youth Lounge is nearing completion.  There were delays in the completion of the project due to 

scheduling of the various contractors and their workload schedules.  The project is now scheduled to be completed by early 

October. 

The tuck pointing project is moving along with many sections of the 1924 building completed.  The tuck pointing firm has 

started work on the 1964 School Wing building.  The project is expected to be completed before winter arrives. 

 

The air-conditioning units and new heat convectors to replace the existing radiators in the Sanctuary are scheduled to 

arrive the last week of September.  Upon arrival of the air-conditioning and heat convectors installation of the units will 

begin.  This project will take a couple of months to complete. 

Thank you and God Bess to everyone that have contributed to the Capital Campaign which is making all of these 

improvements possible with more to follow. 

Board of Trustees 
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       50 reasons to celebrate The United Methodist Church 

 
As the United Methodist Church is celebrating its 50th anniversary we will publish 10 reasons to celebrate the 

church each month from June – October 2018. Last month we start with the category of “people.”  

Visit http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/50-reasons-to-celebrate-the-united-methodist-church to see the complete 

list, or hold on to your First Church Connections that will feature them in print. 
 

Reasons 41-50: 

  Our Method 

 

41.  Core spiritual practices, which led to the nicknames for early Methodists. 

  

42.  Our Wesleyan heritage, which put an emphasis on “practical divinity.” 

  

43. A history of disciple-shaping groups, the foundation of the movement. 

  

44.  The Articles of Religion and other foundational documents. 

  

45.  Four theological guidelines. 

  

46.  Sacraments and sacramental acts, which are part of our life’s journey. 

  

47.  Prayer, which comforts and connects us. 

  

48. Our Social Principles and Social Creed, which guide our thinking and acting. 

  

49. General Conference, which is the only body that speaks officially for the church. 

  

50.  Our history, which gives us roots and can inspire us today. 
 

  

                 
             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Christian Alsted preaches at 

the May 12 morning worship at the 

United Methodist 2016 General 

Conference in Portland, Ore. Photo 

by Maile Bradfield, UMNS. 

 

 

Caring for Yourself 
 

Do you sometimes struggle with your self-image: thoughts of personal disappointment,  

sadness of unmet goals, having feelings of failure and regret, etc.?  One moment we are  

on top of the world and then the next, finding ourselves in a hole as some incident triggers  

negative self-image thoughts. 

 

You aren’t alone as this roller coaster feeling affects many.  But, what can we do to help ourselves get through a 

“down time”, to get ourselves back on a positive track?   

Here are a few hints: 

 Do something you enjoy such as reading, gardening or visiting a friend   

 Practice positive self-affirmations daily: when you change your thoughts, you can change your mood and 

attitude 

 Look for the silver lining: what can you learn from an unhappy situation, seek the benefits 

 Get physical exercise:  participate in an enjoyable activity, get focus off negative feelings 

 Seek positive people; avoid those who drain you 

 Don’t forget to spend quality time with God: examine your prayer life; have you forgotten to include God in 

quiet daily time, sharing dreams and frustrations?  Seek Christ’s guidance, and be assured He is with you. 

 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/50-reasons-to-celebrate-the-united-methodist-church
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/why-the-wesleys-and-others-came-to-be-called-Methodists
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/our-wesleyan-heritage
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-method-of-united-methodism-disciple-making-yesterday-and-today
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/foundational-documents
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/theological-guidelines
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/united-methodist-sacraments-rites-and-rituals
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-prayers-and-meditations
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/social-principles-social-creed
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/constitutional-structure
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/history


6 | P a g e  
 
 

Wednesday Night Opportunities for the WHOLE Family 
Enjoy dinner as a family in Fellowship Hall  

(dinner served from 5 – 6 p.m.) 
 

On October 10th, First Church is starting an awesome 6-week ministry on Wednesday nights.  Youth and 

children always have something to do, but we don’t offer a lot for the variety for adults that are a part of our 

church…until now.  Join with us as we “Love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind.” (Luke 10:27)  

Join Pam Chitek with using our hearts for Card Making, Kathy Ward using our soul for Christ-Centered 

Meditation, Jim Urbaniak with using our strength in The Carpenter’s Workshop, and Pastor Markus using our 

minds in Long Story Short: The Gospel of Mark – Is Jesus Just a Human After All.  Check out more 

information below. 
 
 

Heart 
 

Creating Cards 
Like being crafty and writing cards?  Join Pam Chitek on Wednesday Nights from 6:00-7:30pm in Room 224 as we reach 

out to others with our hands and hearts.  Cost is $5 for supplies for the 6-week class. 

   

 

Soul 
 

Prayer Warriors   
Spend time during your busy week praying for the people of First Church with a Befriender.  We will walk through the 

sanctuary praying that God’s spirit will touch each person that is a part of worship, and say special prayers for those who 

attend worship in the chapel.  There is no cost. 

  

Music Ministries 
Join one of our choirs on Wednesday night and experience a soulful experience in praising God through music.  Sanctuary 

Choir (adult choir) meets in room 301 and sings in worship 3 Sundays of the month.  Sonshine Singers (k-5th grade) meets 

in room 314, to start.  All are welcome – no auditions required.   
   

 

Mind 
 

“Long Story Short - the Gospel of Mark: Is Jesus just a human after all?” 
Join Pastor Markus on Wednesday Nights from 6:00-7:30pm in the Asbury Lounge as we learn about Jesus’s humanity in 

the Gospel of Mark.  No cost. 

  

Christ-Centered Meditation 
Need some peaceful time to center yourself? To have time to yourself?  Join Kathy Ward on Wednesday Nights from 

6:00-7:30pm in room 222 to re-center yourself in God’s warm embrace.  No Cost is involved. 

 

 

Strength 
 

The Carpenter’s Workshop 

Enjoy working with your hands?  Join Jim Urbaniak on Wednesday Nights from 6:00-7:30pm in the gym to build while 

positively impacting the community.  Cost for supplies is $20 per person for the 6-week class.  
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The United Methodist Church and its Stance on Homosexuality 
(This is a follow up article in reference to Pastor Markus’s Ponderings on page 2) 

 

In our August Newsletter we shared information from this year’s annual conference about the Commission on a Way 

Forward, a denomination-wide commission which has been called by the church’s bishops, to work on finding ways 

for the UMC to go into the future despite the wide range of differing viewpoints on homosexuality. There will be a 

special General Conference in 2019 to review the commission’s work. 

Below you can find a very brief summary of the three plans the commission identified. If you would like to read the 

full report (almost 100 page!) you can find it under the following link for download: 

 http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/way-forward-report-released-in-all-four-official-languages-of-general-confe   

Of the three plans covered in the report, the Council of Bishops has recommended the One Church Plan, 

which allows for decision-making at local levels. This plan would allow but not require United Methodist 

clergy to perform same-gender weddings where legal, and allow but not require annual conferences to ordain 

LGBTQ pastors. “The One Church Plan is built on the belief that it is possible to live with more space while 

we focus on our common mission.”  

The Connectional Conferences Plan would divide The UMC into multiple separate but equal entities, would 

require extensive Constitutional changes, and would require annual conferences and local congregations to 

make decisions about which part of the newly defined connection they would associate with going into the 

future (Progressive, Unity, or Traditional). 

  

The Traditional Plan concepts were talked about in broad terms by the Commission on a Way Forward, but 

the legislation was not vetted by either the Commission or the Council of Bishops. It would mandate bishops 

and clergy sessions of the AC to sign mandatory pledges to not violate Disciplinary language as it applies 

specifically to homosexuality teachings and prohibitions. Those who refuse would be asked to leave The 

UMC. 

 

The Wisconsin Delegation to General Conference 2019 is hosting educational and listening sessions around the state to 

allow for questions and feedback about the proposals. These sessions for interested clergy and laity will each last 

between 60-90 minutes. The one for our area will be held at Peace UMC at 2300 E. Wisconsin Ave. in Kaukauna on 

Saturday, October 20, 10:00 a.m.  

 

It is important to know that additional plans are allowed to be presented to next year’s General Conference, not only 

the three plans above that the commission identified. We are invited to hold all delegates in our prayers as they prepare 

and have to do a lot of reading and discerning. 

 

 

2018 Church Budget Update 
 

Total Income as of August 31 

$565,683 

Budgeted Income as of August 31 

$567,335 

Total Expenses as of August 31 

$567,703 
 

Through August, our income is just slightly below what has been budgeted for the year.   

Expenses also remain below budget so our overall financial condition remains about even  

with the budget for the year at this point.   

 

Looking 
ahead… 

November 4th 
at 

2 a.m. - set 
your clocks 

back an hour! 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/way-forward-report-released-in-all-four-official-languages-of-general-confe
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Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Fox Valley Community Services 
 

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Fox Valley Community Services Provides support to 

children and their families to enhance the overall mission to improve the health status of 

children throughout Wisconsin. They offer a variety of resources and programs for children, 

parents, health care providers, caregivers, teachers, law enforcement and other community 

agencies in order to increase the safety and well-being of their children from birth through 

adolescence. Fox Valley Child Advocacy Center is a safe place for children who may have 

been neglected or abused, and provides resources to help children and their families heal.  

As our mission of the month, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Fox Valley Community 

Services is in need of the following: Toys & Crafts:  Journals, new or gently used toys for 

infants and toddlers, new stuffed animals, stress balls and other manipulatives, moon sand, 

games for all ages (Cooperative rather than competitive), Art supplies, children’s books, 

educational video/movies for children and relaxing sounds CD’s. New hygiene products (bar 

soap, shampoo, conditioner, hair bands/barrettes, sanitary items, hairbrushes/combs, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, and floss), fingernail polish and other self-care items for teens, 

diapers-all sizes (especially 5&6), wipes, pull ups, new socks for all ages (fuzzy socks for 

teen girls and boys), children’s hats, scarves, mittens/gloves, and gift certificates (Target, 

Festival, Wal-Mart, Woodmen’s, Walgreens, iTunes, Cost Cutters) and passes for Children’s 

Museum, Badger Sports Park, etc. 

Please consider making a donation to this worthy organization. Donated items may be placed 

in the bin located next to the Wesley Room beginning October 1st. Any questions should be 

directed to Donna Frick (H: 730-8584 or C: 470-8584) of the Mission Team. Thank you for 

your generous efforts! 

 

 
The Mission Ministry Team would like to thank you for the overwhelming response to 

items collected for Harbor House as our August Mission of the Month. The collection 

box was overflowing on numerous occasions! The residents of Harbor House are 

extremely grateful for your many donations. Once again, First Church members came 

through..... Your continued generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 

 

 
 

Did you know that First 

Church has devotionals 

on our Podcast? 

Check them out by 

going to our church 

website, (appfumc.org), 

click on the “Link” tab, 

and click on the 

“Podcast” link.  Enjoy! 

 
 

What is a podcast? 
 

It is a free audio 

recording that you can 

access through your 

smart phone, tablet or 

computer at any point in 

time.  There is no app or 

special setting needed, 

just click on the link and 

listen. 

 

 
 

GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that 

features some of the nation’s foremost Christian 

experts on grief and recovery topics.  The video 

seminars are combined with group discussion of 

the materials presented during the video, as well 

as participants sharing how they themselves are 

dealing with the death of their loved one.  Each 

week is a different topic. People can join at any 

point in the 13-week cycle. Classes are on 

Wednesdays, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. and 6:00-8:00 

p.m. in the Wesley Room. Please contact Phyllis 

Freeman, GriefShare Facilitator for more 

information. 574-2859 /pfreeman1@new.rr.com. 

 

Caregiver Needed 
 

Dear A-1 Members, 
 

We are in need of a Caregiver(s) 

for our special needs daughter.  

Flexible hours are needed during 

afternoons/early evenings, possibly 

some mornings or weekends.  

Basic duties include wheelchair 

transfers, bathing, dressing, and 

basic supervision. 

Must be 18 years of age.  College 

students welcome to apply.  

Wage is $15 per hour. Call Brian 

Sorensen or Lisa Nerenhausen @ 

920-731-9391 or 920-636-0635 to 

discuss.    

     ~Brian & Lisa 

 

 

 

Theology  

on  

Tap 
 

October 11th 

6-8 p.m. 

Waverly 

Beach 

 

mailto:pfreeman1@new.rr.com
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Upcoming Events 

October 7, 14, 21, 28 Third Grade Bible Classes 9:15-10:00 Room 314 

October 10 Kidz Konnection Grades k-5 6:00-7:30 Room 314 

 Sonshine Singers Grades k-5 6:30-7:30 

October 14 Third Grade Bible Presentation 9:00 Worship Service 

October 21 Children’s Ministry Team Meeting 10:30-11:30 Room 316 

October 28 Trunk-or-Treat 10:15 -noon Church Parking Lot 
Dates and activities are subject to change.  

Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry board and updated newsletters. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Calling All Ministry Team Leaders!! 

Trunk – or Treat was a huge hit last year and we 
are so excited to host another on October 28 
following our 9:00 worship service! This is also a 
wonderful opportunity to share information with 
the community about all of the ministries we offer 
here at First Church! 
If you are a ministry team leader please contact 
Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org or by 
calling the church office to see how your ministry 
can be a part of this event! 

 
 

28th 

Kidz Konnection & Kidz Choir Begins October 10! 
 

NEW this year, we are partnering up with our kidz choir and opening up our program to kidz in Kindergarten – 5th 
grade. Join us at 6:00 in room 314 for Bible Study, fun activities, Bible skills, and fellowship! 
 

Sonshine Singers meet from 6:30-7:30 in room 308.  Now for children in grades Kindergarten through 5th grade.  
Meet With Kidz Konnection at 6:00. Singers in Grades 3-5 meet in choir room at 6:30 p.m.  Singers in Grades 
Kindergarten through Second Grade join in at 7:00 p.m. Come, Meet your new Director and Accompanist: Sally 
Alvarado, director and Evie Werger, accompanist. 
 

If your child is not in choir they will stay in class for more fun activities. 
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Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 
 

What’s for dinner? 

 
 

October 3 -  Baked Ham 

October 10 -  Turkey 

October 17 -  Chicken Olé 

October 24 -  Pork Loin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GIVE TO THE CHURCH  

WITHOUT SPENDING ANY EXTRA MONEY!!!!! 

 

This IS the amazing part of participating in the SCRIP program.  You can 

purchase scrip for items and services you are already planning to buy, but 

using scrip returns funds to the charity of your choice. The list of 

businesses is growing each day-such: 
 

TRAVEL:  

If you are a person who uses hotels.com to book travel, you can pay by 

scrip as well as airbnb. Many other travel sites including airline tickets-

Delta, American, hotels-Hilton, Hampton Inn, Embassy Suites, Disney 

and many more. 
 

GAS AND AUTOMOTIVE:  Kwik Trip, Motomart 
 

HOME IMPROVEMENT:   

Lowe’s, Home Depot, Menards, Fleet Farm 
 

GROCERIES:  

Woodmans, Target, Roundy’s including Pick N’Save, Meijer, Festival 
 

ELECTRONICS: Best Buy, Target 
 

SPORTING GOODS: Dick’s, Golf Galaxy, LL Bean, Fleet Farm, Cabelas,  

     Bass Pro Shops 
 

ONLINE retailers such as AMAZON. 
 

Some of these include immediate purchase-with Scrip Now which can be 

done electronically-no cards to keep track of!!! 
 

Please check out www.shopwithscrip.com website for videos and 

instructions or stop by the table after worship and we can try and help you.  

 

Save the Date! 
 

Festival of Carols 
 

Friday, December 14 

7:00 p.m. 
 

If you would like to sing with 

the Festival Choir,  

you are invited to 

come and be a part of this 

joyful celebration of the birth of 

our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

See Bob Butler or PJ Uhazie for 

more information. 
 

 

Advent Devotional Writers 
 

First Church will be writing an Advent 

Devotional again this year.  Starting December 

2nd, we will have a devotional each day to 

ponder, written by our very own people!  Pastor 

Markus and Pastor Liz will be writing the 

devotionals for the weekends and are asking for 

volunteers from the congregation to write for 

the week days.  It is as easy as picking one of 

four themes, which will be provided, 

identifying a Bible verse, and writing briefly 

about it. Upon interest, volunteers will be given 

more information.  Call the office today, to 

contribute to our Advent Devotional! 

 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
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March 12-21 (25), 2019 

Join Pastor Liz and The Society of Biblical Studies on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

 

Unsure about whether you would like to come to the Holy Land with us? 

Our deadline to sign up: October 17th 

We are doing fundraisers to offset cost. 

Don’t miss out on this awesome opportunity! 
 

We’ll see these amazing sites…and more:  
 Jericho (Joshua 5-7, Judges 1:27-36) 

 Where Jesus was baptized – Qasr al Yehud (Mark 1:1-12) 

 Samaria (John 4) 

 Mount of the Beatitudes (Matthew 5-7) 

 Sea of Galilee (Mark 6:30-52) 

 Mount of Olives/Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:39-46; Matthew 26:36-46) 

 

If you are interested in going or have questions, please contact Pastor Liz at lwhitford@appfumc.org or 920-734-2677. 

 

 

  
 

Women’s Retreat 2019 
 

My Light House: 

God’s Love and Seeking His Guidance 

February 8-10, 2019 

Pine Lake United Methodist Camp 

Registration Fees:  

(Includes Fri & Sat lodging and  

Fri dinner - Sun brunch) 

Single:  $200 Double: $100 Triple: $75 

December 10:  $50 deposit due;  

January 10: full payment due 

(Scholarships are available) 

Register today by calling the church office! 

 

 

Many ways to share prayer! 
 

There are many ways in which we pray, just as 

there are many ways to share our prayers with 

others.  Sharing our needs and elations through 

prayer, and asking others to join in those 

prayers is a powerful way to connect with our 

church family. 

You will be seeing a new prayer card in the 

pews starting this fall.  Look for the familiar 

yellow card but with a new look.  You can still 

request the prayers only be shared with our 

pastors.  The new choices along with that is to 

ask our Befrienders for prayers, a visit, or to 

have your request shared with our email prayer 

line.  It will be simple to fill out and can be 

placed in the offering plate, or we welcome 

you to use our new prayer boxes located in the 

library or near the welcome center.  The boxes 

are clearly marked and are locked.  Each week 

a Befriender will open the boxes on Monday 

and direct your card to the appropriate area.   

We hope this further invites you to incorporate 

our Pastors, Befrienders, and prayer warriors 

into your prayer life.  Praying for each other is 

a sacred gift and privilege that we take very 

seriously.  Let us all look forward to praying 

for each other in our joys as well as our needs 

and sorrows.  It is a meaningful gift we can 

share.    
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Volunteers In Mission 2018 
 

Volunteers In Mission traveled to Pine Lake United Methodist Camp near Westfield, WI the week of September 

16th-21st.  The Team painted the Susanna Wesley House (a 4-bedroom, 2-bathroom house with 2 living rooms), 

building half walls on a 40’x20’ foot shed, built fencing a door, and cleaned and insulated a chicken coup, 

winterized several of the camp’s buildings, and built an enclosed bus stop.  We had between 9-15 people each 

day, and were able to be a blessing for the camp, and to our previous member, camp director, Nick 

Coenen.  God truly blessed us as well.  Thank you for your support! 
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Mission Trip 

(Grades 9-12)  

Osage, Oklahoma 

July 6-13, 2019 

Total Cost: 500.00 

Deposit: $50.00 

 
 

            Mission Trip 

          (Grades 11-12)  

                 Arecibo, Puerto Rico  

                                                      June 8-14, 2019 

         Total Cost: $1200 

            Deposit: $200 

 
          Mission Trip 

         (Grades 6-8)  

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

      June 22-29, 2019 

      Total Cost: $500 

         Deposit: $50 

 
 

E Q U I P P I N G  Y O U T H  W I T H  T H E  
T O O L S  A N D  E X P E R I E N C E S  S O  

T H A T  T H E Y  M A Y  L I V E  E A C H  D A Y  
A S  A U T H E N T I C  F O L L O W E R S  O F  

J E S U S  C H R I S T .  

Are you interested in what is 
happening in Youth Ministry at 
First Church?  Would you like to 

be part of a team that plans new 
opportunities?  The Youth Ministry 
Team meets the third Sunday of 

each month at 10:30 am.   

 

                                                                    
                                     
 
 

  

Youth Grades 6-12 are invited for Pizza 

and drinks beginning at 5:30 pm.  If you 

plan on coming for pizza, please RSVP 

to bstahl@appfumc.org or text at  

920-840-5075 by October 7. 
   

 

                                                  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26  

                                                          7:30 PM - 7:30 AM   

                                                                GRADES 6-12  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               $3 PER PERSON 

 
CHECK OUT OUR NEWLY REMODELED YOUTH LOUNGE! 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD IS COMING! 

NOVEMBER 14 AT 6:00 PM 
DURING YOUTH GROUP! 

PLEASE SEE THE TABLE NEAR 
THE FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR A 

LIST OF ITEMS NEEDED! 

October Message 

Series 

 

Wednesday Youth 
Group, Confirmation 

& Classes begin 
October 10  

@ 6:00 pm 

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
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Mission Possible……… A Celebration!! 
 

October 20th and 21st 
 

Don’t miss out on a chance to remember, recognize, and celebrate the 

various WAYS OUR CHURCH FAMILY HAS BEEN IN MISSION 

THIS PAST SUMMER AND EARLY FALL.  

There will be slides, personal reflections, refreshments, and more 

during and following each worship served that weekend.  

You won’t want to miss highlights from our 3 Youth Mission Trips, 

the Volunteers In Mission week of work at our United Methodist 

Church camp, and the 13 week Habitat for Humanity build that we 

sponsored and supplied with volunteers.  

Along with those who actively participated, we will also be 

celebrating those who financially and prayerfully supported these 

mission activities. Serving together—Rejoicing together! 

 

 

  

  

Help us Build a House with Habitat for Humanity 
 

We are almost there! 

 
Only a few weeks remain to finish up the house we are 

building on Washington Street for Cha and her family.  

PLEASE mark your calendars:  

On October 20th at noon  

we will have a celebration at the house  

when the keys are formally turned over. 

 Join us that day as we celebrate! 
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Meet the Nagy family!  Tom grew up in Greenville, and graduated 

from Hortonville High School. He was in the Air Force for 4+ years 

stationed mostly in Oklahoma City. He then returned to Wisconsin to 

attend UW-Oshkosh where he earned his Bachelor’s degree in 

Production and Operations Management. He is currently employed by 

Bassett Mechanical as a Procurement Manager.  Cara (nee Gresenz) 

was born and raised in Appleton and graduated from Appleton West 

High School prior to attending UW-Stevens Point where she received 

her Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration and Spanish. She 

recently completed her Master’s degree in Counseling from Lakeland 

University and is a counselor at the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Fox 

Valley. Tom and Cara met in 2000, and married at First United 

Methodist Church in 2002. Cara has been a lifelong member of the 

church, and has participated in various facets of the church including 

Bible studies, the Mothers of Growing Disciples group, the new baby 

outreach, and VBS. Tom joined FUMC in 2002 and has been involved 

in the basketball team as well as the softball team; and they both have 

helped in Sunday school and nursery care throughout the years.  They 

have three children, all of whom were baptized at First Church: Alexia 

is 14 years old and is in 8th grade at Kaleidoscope Academy. She 

enjoys school and spending time with friends. She stays active with 

soccer, cross-country, basketball, and youth group. She will be 

attending her first mission trip next summer to Pennsylvania. She also 

plays the viola and likes gymnastics. Kaitlin is 11 years old, (she turns 

12 on October 23rd) and is in 6th grade at Kaleidoscope Academy. She 

enjoys school and plays the flute. She also plays soccer and basketball, 

and enjoys swimming and summer camp each year. Kaitlin is looking 

forward to participating in youth group activities this year and is 

continuing to serve as an acolyte.  Samantha is 8 years old and is in 3rd 

grade at the Appleton Bilingual School. Samantha plays basketball, 

soccer, and softball and enjoys swimming and playing outside. She 

participates in Kidz Konnection and is excited to receive her own 

Bible this year.  All three girls have been involved in the children’s 

choir and Christmas plays, have attended and assisted with VBS and 

look forward to it every summer.  The Nagy family likes to stay active 

playing (and watching) most sporting events. They enjoy being 

outdoors; boating, tubing and waterskiing in the summer and downhill 

skiing and road trips south in the winter. They also enjoy music, 

games, and movies and simply spending time with friends and family 

as well as with their two cats: Finley and Izzy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to introduce you to Mona Gresenz-Berg 

and Ron Berg.  Mona was raised in the house that her 

grandfather built in 1903 in Gillett, WI.  She has one 

brother and they lived with extended family, their Dad’s 

brother and mother, and her Mom’s aunt.  She attended 

Gillett High School and enjoyed playing French horn in 

the band.  After graduation, she attended NETC earning 

a business degree and then worked for WI Public 

Service in their billing department.  (She is a Green Bay 

Packers fan.) 

She was baptized, confirmed and married at the 

Methodist Church in Gillett.  She was a member of 

MYF, Job’s Daughters, and loved church camp.  She 

and her late husband, Gary, joined First Church in 1974.  

Rev Thomas came to their house and watched a sporting 

event with Gary, and Gary decided they should join 

First Church.  She was a member of Mother’s Club, 

Kum Dbls, decorated salads for the annual salad 

luncheon, chaperoned youth groups, served on 

committees, and taught Sunday School; and also made a 

big bowl of popcorn for every church softball game! 

She has two children.  Chuck is married to Jane and 

they have three children, Elizabeth, Ben and Johanna 

and live in Appleton.  Daughter Cara’s information is in 

the next article.   Mona has volunteered for the Blood 

Center, King’s Daughters and the Fox Valley Boys and 

Girls Club. 

She loves to read (belongs to two book clubs), play 

bridge, watch movies, walk and play all kinds of card 

and board games.  She likes to travel, having traveled to 

five continents, as well as taken cruises.  She and Ron 

were in Australia and New Zealand last year and 

enjoyed snorkeling! 

Ron met Mona at Gulf Shores, Alabama where they go 

every winter.  He had three brothers (one deceased) and 

one sister.  He was widowed after 43 years of marriage.  

Ron was raised in Utica, Michigan (a Detroit Lions fan), 

graduated from St Lawrence High School.  He went to 

Central Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant for two 

years, served in the Marine Corp for four years, and 

returned to Central Michigan and graduated with a 

degree in history. 

He started as a 5th grade educator at Kingsley, 

Michigan, and retired as superintendent at the Indian 

River, Michigan school district.  Ron enjoys traveling, 

sailing (had many sail boats at Lake Charleviox) and 

was active in the Kiawanis.  He has been enjoying the 

Bible Study on Thursday, Theology on Tap, kayaking 

and working at the Habitat House this summer.   

Another active retired couple! 
 

Mona  

Gresenz-Berg 

 and  

Ron Berg 
 

The Nagy 

Family 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

 

Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson  Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &  

Bass Clef:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Wesley Handbells: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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- 

Do you ever wonder why we use boats and sailing for 

many of our themes here at First Church? 
 

Rigging comprises the system of ropes, cables and chains, which 

support a sailing ship or sail boat's masts—standing rigging, 

including shrouds and stays—and which adjust the position of the 

vessel's sails and spars to which they are attached—the 

running rigging, including halyards, braces, sheets and vangs.  
 

The above is the definition of rigging, but for our church it is so much 

more! (see below) 
 

 
 
 

R.I.G. today and every day! 

(It’s our vision) 
 

 

 

Our Vision Is: 

REACH people with God’s Good News 

     INVITE people into a relationship with Christ/the Church and 

          GROW together.  
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