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Our Capital Campaign and Our Ongoing Stewardship
As a congregation we are in the midst of a capital campaign. Our first official
renovation project has started as we renew the surface of our church parking lot
and put new illuminated entrance and exit signs up. The number of pledges rose
to the proud number of 232 totaling $1,770,923 leaving us only $98,000 from
our overall goal of $1,870,000. This is fantastic!
I want to thank you for your generous response. It is a testimony for your
support, for your faith into a great future for our church, and for your faith in
God.
It feels a little awkward to approach the month of November which is our
traditional month to do a yearly stewardship focus for the next year. We just
pledged toward the capital campaign and now we are invited to pledge again?!
We all knew this was going to happen but now the time is here!
I want to give you a heads up that as planned we will
do the second leg of our three year stewardship
program beginning on the first weekend of
November. First We Give of Ourselves is the name
of the stewardship program we started last year. The
sub-theme for this year is “Giving in Gratitude.” I
think this fits! I’m reminded of our Tithe in July
program. In our Finance committee meeting we were
wondering if people would be willing to make an extra offering to help us
through the summer, knowing that this was just one month after our capital
campaign wrap up. But you showed that you give in gratitude!
I’m looking forward to exploring Giving in Gratitude as we approach the month
of November.
Truly yours,
Pastor Markus
With
Rich Elrod (Finance Committee Chair)
and
Mary Ann Wepfer (Capital Campaign Chair)

October Memory Verse:
Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Hebrews 4:12
12
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The Controversial Martin Luther
I understand that doing ministry in a United Methodist setting is not the most
natural environment to celebrate 500 years of Reformation and its German
figurehead Martin Luther. Growing up in Germany you get the life story of Martin
Luther and his accomplishments ‘shoved down’ starting in preschool regardless of
whether you’re a Roman Catholic, an evangelical Lutheran or non-religious. But
this is not Germany and maybe this is why it is especially meaningful for us to
commemorate that Luther’s Reformation influenced and shaped not only the
Methodist movement but also the entire history of the United States of America.

Pastor Ponderings

But is it safe to celebrate this man?
His service to God’s church is enormous. He has given Christianity not only a solid
reorientation to the biblical principal of salvation by faith, he also gave us
wonderful Christian every-day tidbits. Like the following ones:






“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would end, I’d still plant my
apple tree today.”
“Pray, and let God worry”
“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be
alive without breathing.”
“You’re not only responsible for what you say but also for what you
don’t say.”
“Faith is permitting ourselves to be seized by the things we do not see.”

These are only a few of very powerful transformative quotes that have shaped the
spiritual life of millions of Christians.

-continued on p. 3- Ponderings
October 2017 Preaching Plan
Theme:
“Here I stand”
500 Years of Reformation and the Power of Scripture in Your Life
September 30/ October 1 – Communion, blessing of all Wednesday teachers
Text: Matthew 27:45-51 & Luke 23:44-46
Theme: Is Jesus’ trust in God and scripture betrayed?

This month we will continue our commemoration
of the 500th anniversary of the protestant reformation,
culminating in our reformation celebration weekend
on October 28/29. We will explore passages from
scripture that will lead us deeper into the
determination of taking a stand for the right thing.
The focus will continue to be on the question of how
we can be certain that the stand we take is noble.
Since we are doing this as Christians we can’t
approach this question in a neutral way. The guiding
value for our determination of ‘nobility’ is centered
in what 500 years of protestant history have called:
The Word of God. I very much look forward to be
part of this noble exploration journey with you. We
will welcome my wife Carrie to be preaching once
and there will also be a brief Gideon talk at one of
the weekends.

Wednesday, October 4th YOUTHS, KIDS & ADULT CLASSES START
October 7/8 – Pastor Liz preaching
Text: Luke 9:43b-50, 57-62
Theme: Standing up for your faith
October 14/15
Text: Psalm 119: 105-112
Theme: Being in Love with Scripture – Really?!
October 21/22 – Pastor Carrie Kreps Wegenast preaching
Text: Matthew 7:24-27; Psalm 11
Theme: Characteristics of a stand worth taking, wrong stands
October 28/29 – Reformation Weekend Celebration, Family Service,
Trunk or Treat
Text: Hebrews 4:12
Theme: The Power of Scripture vs. Scripture as a Weapon
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2017 Ministry Fair

On behalf
of First
Church, I want to thank all who
helped and/or volunteered at the
Ministry Fair this year! We had a
blast, and loved seeing all the
people there. We had 13 tables
filled with all of the ministries that
First Church supports and
organizes. Now, that our
ministries have been showcased, I
want to personally invite all to sign
up to be a part of these ministries!
What better way to be Jesus’s
hands and feet in our ministry at
the church than be a part of
shaping Children or Youth through
their ministries or bringing light to
someone’s life by being a part of a
Caring Ministry? Want to learn
more about different aspects of the
Bible and/or religion? There are
many groups this fall. Want to
build a stronger connection
between our church and the
community? Join one of our
Outreach Ministries, and be
Jesus’s hands and feet to those
who possibly don’t know him.
Still not sure what First Church’s
Ministries are: check out our
Program Information booklet
found by the Welcome Desk.
By being a part of a ministry or
another ministry, you may surprise
yourself at how many more
blessings God shows you.
With God’s Love,

Congratulations to Brian
Sorensen, Jack Lemke, and
Leigh Stormer who won the
door prizes at the Ministry Fair!

Ponderings con’t from p. 2 But Luther was also known for
being a man of gut exclamations
and polemic sharpness, sometimes
reaching blunt offensiveness that
some might even consider hate
speech:
 “If you’re not allowed to
laugh in heaven I don’t
want to go there.”
 “I am afraid that the schools
will prove the very gates of
hell, unless they diligently
labor in explaining the Holy
Scriptures and engraving
them in the heart of the
youth.”
 “Reason is the enemy of
faith.” (John Wesley did not
like this one…)
 “I feel much freer now that
I am certain that the pope
is the Antichrist.”
 “Peasants are no better
than straw. They will not
hear the word and they are
without sense; therefore
they must be compelled to
hear the crack of the whip
and the whiz of bullets and
it is only what they
deserve.”
I could easily add some much
more shocking things that Luther
said, wrote and believed. So why
would we celebrate the
accomplishments of such a man?
It is because like any other
reformer he was both a sinner and
a saint - like you and I! We
celebrate that which is good, just
as the Bible says:
“…test everything; hold fast to
what is good, abstain from every
form of evil.”
– 1 Thessalonians 5:21f
I wish you meaningful moments as
you may do your own search for
the uplifting things that Luther
said, believed and did.
Truly yours,
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Capital Campaign Projects & Property Maintenance
The Board of Trustees met on the 12th of September to discuss a number of subjects with
regards to the capital projects as well as other building maintenance items. On the list of
capital projects is replacement of the current boiler heating controls. The current control
system is pneumatic and outdated, repair parts are difficult to obtain and expensive. The
compressor which supplies air to the pneumatic system is cracked and is in need of
replacement. Two companies have surveyed the control system and have submitted bids
for replacement with electronic controls as well as replacing several of the cast iron
radiators with blower finned heat convectors, similar to the units in the North and West
entry ways. With all that needs to be done to upgrade the heating system it appears to be
more advantageous to tie the air conditioning of the facility in with the project. Doing this
will avoid redundancy with regards to some of the required work. This investigation is
under way with our Project Leader, Todd Wendt from James J. Calmes & Sons, Inc.
The other items that are a priority are the remodel of the lower level restrooms under the
Narthex and the Youth Lounge. The restrooms are currently not operable due to water
leaks requiring new fixtures. The Youth Lounge has specific funds that were donated for
this project. Both of these projects can begin as soon as a decision is made on what to do
with the window wells, since both areas have them as part of the areas structures.
Bids are being obtained for the painting of the wood framing around the large stained glass
window above the main Drew street entrance. Mud jacking of several sections of the
courtyard concrete walkway will be done. This unevenness of the sections is a safety
hazard and must be repaired.
Two fill in speakers have been added to the front Chancel area of the Sanctuary North and
South walls. These speakers will eliminate the dead sound area in the first five rows of
pews. Funds for the speakers were provided through Endowment money allotted for such
purposes.
The Board of Trustees

Church Records
Baptisms:
09-10-2017
Jack Henry, son of Charles and Barbara Conger

Thank you to the Volunteers In Mission (VIM)
Adult Mission Team who served Cass
Community Social Services in Detroit,
Michigan!
You are the hands and feet of God!

New Members:
09-23/24-2017
Brian and Kim Baer
Brandon Doughty
Lakia Hanson
Helen Payne-Schwarz
Nancy Rand
Pamela Sabel
Zachary Sabel
Cody Thompson
Deaths:
09-10-2017
Ruth Gibson
09-23-2017
Donald Allinger
09-24-2017
Peggy Hays

Pam Chitek, Barbara Finlayson, Donna Frick,
Ann Hackinson, Bob Hanaway, Chris Hartman,
Ruth Henschel, Doug Herge, Lynn Herge, Julie
Hidde, Paulette Novak, Bonnie Rowe, Kathy
Rowe, Lori Schmahl, Bob Schottmuller, Bill
Schwandt, Carolyn Vanderkin, Mary Vogel,
and Cynthia Whitely.
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Mission of the Month
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF WISCONSIN: FOX VALLEY COMMUNITY SERVICES
OCTOBER MISSION OF THE MONTH
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Fox Valley Community Services provides support to children and their families to
enhance the overall mission to improve the health status of children throughout Wisconsin. They offer a variety of
resources and programs for children, parents, health care providers, caregivers, teachers, law enforcement and other
community agencies in order to increase the safety and well-being of their children from birth through adolescence.
Fox Valley Child Advocacy Center is a safe place for children who may have been neglected or abused, and provides
resources to help children and their families heal. It is a collaborative partnership between Children's Hospital of
Wisconsin and nearly 40 community/county agencies. Treatment Foster Care is home-based care for children and
adolescents with moderate to severe emotional, behavioral, physical or medical challenges.
As our mission of the month, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Fox Valley Community Services is in need of the
following: Toys & Crafts: Blank journals for older children and teens, new or gently used toys for infants and toddlers,
new stuffed animals, stress balls and other manipulatives, games for all ages, Art supplies (glitter pens, markers,
drawing paper, coloring books, teen coloring/activity books and colored pencils), children’s books (Seek and Find
Books), educational video/movies for children and relaxing sounds CD’s. New hygiene products (bar soap, shampoo,
conditioner, hair bands/barrettes, sanitary items, hairbrushes/combs, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and floss), fingernail
polish and other self-care items for teens, diapers-all sizes & wipes, pull ups, Overnight (XL female), formula (singles),
baby teething rings, pacifiers, sippy cups, new underwear for girls and boys of all ages, new socks and shoes for all
ages, new pajamas and other comfy clothing for all ages, children’s hats, scarves, mittens/gloves, gift certificates
(Target, Festival, Wal-Mart, Woodmen’s, Walgreens, iTunes, Cost Cutters) and passes for Children’s Museum, Badger
Sports Park, etc.
Please consider making a donation to this worthy organization. Donated items may be placed in the bin located next to
the Wesley Room beginning October 1st. Any questions should be directed to Donna Frick (H: 730-8584 or C: 4708584) of the Mission Team. Thank you for your generous efforts!

(Communites Responding to Overcome Poverty)
October 8, 2017
Registration is at 12:30 p.m. / Walk begins at 1:00 p.m.
Meet at Memorial Presbyterian Church, 803 E. College
Ave., Appleton, (corner of Meade and College).
Walk 1, 3, or 6 miles in recognition of world poverty.
Please consider a financial donation and make your
check payable to “CWS-CROP.” If you wish to donate
on-line, here is the link:
www.crophungerwalk.org/appletonwi. When you get
to the donation page, please select the second box
(donate to a team). Click on the “team” box and select
First UMC, Appleton. Questions? Please contact the
CROP Walk coordinator, Paul Siket, 920-993-1446 or
e-mail psiket@sbcglobal.net.

When Hurricane Harvey struck Texas, we gave out an
Advance Number through UMCOR (United Methodist
Committee on Relief) in order to help rebuild what had
been lost. First Church has not forgotten about those
affected by Irma. We wanted to let you know that the
Advance Number for relief efforts in the wake of
Hurricane Irma is the same as Harvey’s. This number
is: 901670. First church raised $4,000 to help those
affected by Hurricane Harvey.
With UMCOR, 100% of the money donated goes to the
relief. If you would like to help those affected by Irma,
please feel free to write out a check to FUMC and put
in the memo line “UMCOR Advance #901670”
(For international hurricane relief from José and Maria:
Advance #982450).
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Pastor Markus
Pastor Liz
and
Pastor Dave
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Middle School:
Grades 6-8
High School:
Grades 9-12

Jesus League Extra: Beginning Sunday October 1

there will be a Sunday Night Youth Gathering in the Youth
Lounge from 6:30-7:30 p.m. for any High School Youth that
cannot make Wednesday Youth Group or is looking to
deepen their faith. Youth will enjoy music, food
fellowship, and a study of real life stories and their
connection to scripture from: This Is Life: Real Stories
from the Road, by Bob Lenz.

October Message Series

3 Simple Rules
WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP BEGINS
OCTOBER 4
Youth Group (grades 6-12) meets in the Youth
Lounge from 6:00-6:30 p.m. Individual classes for
Grades 6 & 7, Grade 8 (Confirmation), Grade 9
(Confirmation), and Grades 10-12 (Jesus League)
meet from 6:30-7:45 p.m.

Youth Ministries Raking Acts of Kindness
Saturday, October 28 from 9 a.m. – Noon!

To have the Youth rake your yard, please contact Brian
Stahl at 920-840-5075 or bstahl@appfumc.org

FREE
Pizza
in the
Youth
Lounge
at 5:30
p.m.

Welcome Back
October 4!
Youth Ministries
Grades 6-12

Wednesday, October 25
@ 7 p.m. – 7 a.m.
$3.00
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NCJ Bishops and Leaders Issue Anti-Racism Statement

The North Central Jurisdiction College of Bishops and Directors of Connectional Ministry met in Columbus, Ohio on
September 20, 2017 and issued the following statement: Events in recent weeks in our country have made evident the
deep persistence of racism in our society. As United Methodist leaders, we commit ourselves to continuing our ongoing
work to identify, resist, and dismantle racism in our churches, communities and world; building on work which began at
the Jurisdictional Conference of 2016. We understand such work to be the work of discipleship, of growing in love of God
and neighbor in the name and Spirit of Jesus Christ who is our peace, and who breaks down barriers of hatred that divide
(Ephesians 2:14).

Save the Date!
Festival of Carols
December 8, 2017
7:00 p.m.
Come and be a part of this joyful
celebration of the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ!

Looking ahead…
November 5th at
2 a.m. - set your clocks
back an hour!

GriefShare is a 13-week video
seminar series that features some
of the nation’s foremost Christian
experts on grief and recovery
topics. The video seminars are
combined with group discussion
of the materials presented during
the video, as well as participants
sharing how they themselves are
dealing with the death of their
loved one. Each week is a
different topic. People can join at
any point in the 13-week cycle.
Summer classes are on
Wednesdays, from 1:00 -3:00
p.m. and 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. in the
Wesley Room. Please contact
Phyllis Freeman, GriefShare
Facilitator for more information.
Phyllis Freeman
574-2859
pfreeman1@new.rr.com

First Church will be providing
the evening meals and some
help with hospitality services at
the Fox Valley Warming
Shelter Thursday, November 2
through Sunday, November
5th. Many volunteers are
needed to prepare and serve the
evening meal and help at
various other times during the
week. We also help in the
mornings by serving breakfast.
This is a wonderful way to
assist our community and help
the many homeless.
Watch for sign-up information
in our “You Can Count of Me”
weekly bulletin insert in
September and October. We
will also be having sign-ups
following the 9:00 a.m. service
late September and October.

“God does not call the qualified. He qualifies the called”
– Author Unknown
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Ruth Henschel,
Birdie Schottmuller,
Joanne Bogenschutz,
and Pam Chitek
First UMC Volunteers in Mission
team members gathered to provide
a day of site support for Habitat for
Humanity's ROCK THE BLOCK
event in north central Appleton,
during the week of September 10th.
About a dozen smiling VIM faces
performed a variety of tasks that
Wednesday: making sandwiches,
sorting t-shirts, filling coolers and
supply boxes for worksites,
serving lunch to all the volunteers
and visiting students from
Columbus School who gathered at
St. Therese Church.
This event was truly a community
effort, with several schools, local
businesses, Lawrence University,
and many churches providing
support and encouragement for the
many volunteers who made
improvements to 30 properties in
the neighborhood around FUMC.

Chris Hartman,
Joanne Bogenschutz,
and Ruth Henschel

Ruth Henschel, Bonnie LeClair, Birdie Schottmuller and Ellen Darcourt

“Like” Us on Facebook
Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
$6 per person or
$12 max per family
What’s for dinner?
October 4October 11October 18October 25-

Penne pasta with beef and red sauce
Boneless chicken breast in thighs in Asian sauce
Roast port and baked potatoes
Beef tips and mashed potatoes

Are you connected with First United Methodist
Church of Appleton on Facebook?
‘Like’ the Church’s page to keep up with FUMC
news during the week, get updates, and be the
first to know about activities at church. Go to:
facebook.com/firstunitedmethodistchurchappleton
and ‘Like’ the Church’s Facebook page!
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News
Upcoming Events
October 4 –
Begins – Children in 1st – 5th grade 6-7:30
October 15 – Children’s Ministry Team Meeting 10:30 - Room 316 – All are welcome!
October 29 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Family Worship Day
October 29 – Trunk or Treat 10:30 – noon
November 12 – Third Grade Bible Presentation – information will be sent out to all third grade families.

begins Wednesday, October 4 at 6 p.m. in room 314. This program is for children in 1st – 5th
grade. If your child is in choir they will be dismissed at 6:30.
This year we will tackle many issues that children deal with when it comes to their faith and friends! We also have many
fun activities planned as well as some great service projects! We hope your son or daughter will join us!
We are also looking for a
Group Leader. The leader would prepare the classroom and lead the
activities, games, and projects. There is a curriculum to use and you would work closely with the Director of Children’s
Ministries. Please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org or by calling the church if you are interested.

Sunday School Teachers Needed
We are now recruiting for teachers for the 2017-18 school season. This year we will
again be using Group Publishing’s Hands-on-Bible curriculum. This curriculum has been
a hit since we began using it three years ago.
Our hope is to have teaching teams made up of 4 teachers per team. This allows teachers
to work together and to help cover in emergencies and during illness. No experience is
required, and all materials and training are provided. Please contact Christine Ladewig at
cladewig@appfumc.org or by calling the church office for more information!

Children’s Ministry Team
Do you like to work with a fun bunch of people? Do you have a passion for Jesus and
children’s ministry? Is planning events and fun things to do your cup of tea? Then our
Children’s Ministry Team is the place for you! We are a group of parents, grandparents, or
people that love children and care about their spiritual needs. We plan and implement all the
special events in the children’s ministry, make curriculum decisions, and try to find ways to
show appreciation to our volunteers. We would love to have you join our team! Please contact
Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org for more information!
Our next meeting is October 15 at 10:30 in room 316. Childcare is available! We hope you will join us!

Trunk-or-Treat
Trunk or Treat will be Sunday October 29, at 10:30 in our parking lot! We are
looking for people to decorate a car, provide dessert bars or cookies, and donations
of extra candy, toys, or other trinkets. Please bring items to the church office.
If it rains then this event will be held indoors in Fellowship Hall and the church gym!
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Bruce and Ruthann Hetzler
Bruce and Ruthann Hetzler have been members of First Church for over 20 years. Bruce was raised in Webster
Groves, a suburb of St. Louis, Missouri, where he graduated from high school. He is the oldest of three brothers and
one sister. He received his BA, with a major of Psychology, from DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana. He
then received his MA in Psychology and Ph.D. in Neurobiology from Northwestern University, in Evanston, Illinois.
He moved to Appleton in 1976 to join the teaching staff at Lawrence University and is still teaching!

Bruce has two children from his first marriage, son Matthew and a daughter Amy, and they blessed Bruce and
Ruthann with three grandchildren, Ethan, Hailey and Justin, who live in Appleton. If you come to WNL dinners,
you have seen Ethan and Hailey many times as they come with Bruce and Ruthann! Apparently they like the food
and they have grown up to be nice and, dare I say it, cute teenagers!
Bruce suffered a stroke on July 18, 2011 and the doctors did not expect him to live through the night. But after lots
of therapy and with Ruthann as his caregiver who nursed him back to health, he is back to teaching at Lawrence!
Ruthann has commented that they really appreciated all the support that the congregation of First Church gave them
through Bruce’s recovery. If you haven’t seen them on Sunday, it is because they usually attend the Saturday
evening service.
Ruthann was born in Madison and was raised in Beaver Dam. She likes to crochet and has made many prayer
shawls for First Church’s Prayer Shawl Ministry. Bruce is also a magician (websites: www.hetzlermagic.com and
www.wisconsin-library-magic.com) with Ruthann as his assistant! He loves to teach, do magic, as well as research
with the students at Lawrence. He also does public speaking, i.e., Magic, Mentalism and the Mind; Neurobiology of
Stroke; Medicinal Marijuana; Alcohol and the Brain; and, Opioids: Use, Addiction and the Epidemic. In other
words, “Have Talk – Will Travel.” I love this fun-loving couple!
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Come worship with us!

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 920-734-2677
Fax number 920-882-1461
www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible

Ministers:

All members and friends

Lay Leader:
Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
Staff Parish Relations Chairperson:
Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Rev. Liz Whitford LWhitford@appfumc.org
Visitation Pastor:
Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org
Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &
Bass Clef:
Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
Principal Organist:
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Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
Sonshine Singers:
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Advent Devotional
First Church will be creating an
Advent Devotional this year. Starting
December 3rd, we will have a
devotional each day to ponder, written
by our very own people. Pastor
Markus and Pastor Liz will be writing
the devotionals for the weekends, and
are asking for volunteers from the
congregation to write for the week
days. It is as easy as picking one of
four themes, identifying a Bible verse, possibly along with a
song or poem, and writing briefly about it. Upon interest,
volunteers will be given more information.
Call the office today, to contribute to our Advent Devotional!

