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Sermon 10-19/20-2019 

“These Ruins Are Inhabited” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

 

Psalm 119: 105-112  

105 Your word is a lamp to my feet 

    and a light to my path. 
106 I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, 

    to observe your righteous ordinances. 
107 I am severely afflicted; 

    give me life, O LORD, according to your word. 
108 Accept my offerings of praise, O LORD, 

    and teach me your ordinances. 
109 I hold my life in my hand continually, 

    but I do not forget your law. 
110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, 

    but I do not stray from your precepts. 
111 Your decrees are my heritage forever; 

    they are the joy of my heart. 
112 I incline my heart to perform your statutes 

    forever, to the end. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16f 
16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, 17 so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for 

every good work. 

 

 

1) 

The British New Testament scholar N.T. Wright shares the following story: 

 
There was once an American professor who went for a year to Oxford as a visiting academic. 

When he and his wife arrived, they were looking round one of the older parts of the college of 

which he was to be a member. Amid what appeared to them like the remains of an ancient, 

crumbling stone building, his wife spotted windows with curtains at them, and people going 

about their business inside. "Honey!" she exclaimed, "these ruins are inhabited!" 

 

It's a true story, and These Ruins Are Inhabited became the title of the book she wrote about 

their experiences that year. … A lived-in building is alive; it breathes. 

 

Many people who open the Bible at random have an experience rather like the woman in Oxford. 

To begin with, it looks like a jumble of old bits and pieces of writing, a rag-bag of poetry, 

history, folk tales, ethical instruction and some strange stories about some even stranger people. 

Reading it can seem, at least to begin with, like wandering through old courtyards where 

somebody once lived a long time ago. But then, just when you're tempted to put the whole thing 

aside as interesting perhaps, but not really relevant, you sense movement and life. Something is 

stirring there. There's an energy, as though someone's left a light on or music playing in the old 

building. Maybe it's inhabited after all. It seems to have a life. A breath, even.1 

 

                                                           
1 N. T. Wright, Paul for Everyone: The Pastoral Letters: 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus (London: SPCK, 2004), 119. 
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Scripture having a breath is probably one of the best ways of expressing the deep 

meaning of scripture. It’s quite biblical. The passage from 2 Timothy we heard 

says that “All scripture is inspired by God,” but that word inspired literally 

translated means “breathed.” It may be old ruins in terms of its age, but those ruins 

are alive – they carry the breath of God. 

 

Of course, that scripture is God-breathed or inspired means different things to 

different people: 

Theologian John Burgess points out that for conservatives, Scripture is 

inspired and inerrant. For progressives, it supplies symbols, stories and illustrations 

that express the deepest longings of the human heart. And for others, it is an 

"identity story," helping Christians to remember who they really are...2 

 

Chances are that regardless of whether you feel you’re conservative, progressive or 

something else, you find a little bit of truth in all of the above: 

Most conservative people I know would never question that some stories in 

the Bible are meant to be understood metaphorically; and most liberals I know 

would never say that scripture is just a mere collection of human writings. But 

that’s not my point. 

 

May point is that scripture is something that’s meant to be used more than just to 

be thought about. That’s how that divine breath is reaching into our lives to 

transform us.  

 

That scripture is God-breathed is something that people from all walks of 

life (a liberal, a conservative, and a centrist person) can embrace.  

That scripture is something more than words of dead people is something 

that you personally can experience. 

That scripture is something that isn’t random but a message that God 

actively guided is something that brings hope. 

 

And that’s why I felt it was important to include scripture as part of our thin spaces 

series. When we explore the old ruins of scripture, God shows us that what’s old is 

only the outer form, but the breath that’s inside captures us in ever new ways. 

 

 

2) 

How essential is it to you to find scripture as a source for experiencing God in new 

ways? 

Look at these words in the famous 2 Timothy passage: 

 

                                                           
2 John P. Burgess, "Scripture as sacramental word," Interpretation, October 1998, 380-381. 
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All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, 17 so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped 

for every good work. 

 

Is this how you experience scripture? 

 

Keith is a good Wisconsin man in his 40s. He likes watching sports, enjoys going 

on walks with his dog, loves his two kids and has all sorts of hobbies. He’s been a 

Lutheran for most of his life and scripture is part of his daily life. He has a Bible 

sitting on the kitchen table – opening it to just read a verse or two before meals is 

both casual and powerfully transformative for him and his family.  

Sure, he thinks at times about different philosophical approaches to 

scripture, about ways how people have understood inspirations,… but mostly it is a 

book that gives him something practical, something to depend on, to correct his 

actions for the rest of the day. And in that way, he experiences the breath of God 

and has random thin places spread out over his day – just by spending minutes with 

it at a time. 

 

I find Keith to be a “normal” person, but I’m also realistic and see that the 

way how he implements scripture in his life is a bit untypical for our day and age. 

 

According to Barna, the percentage of adults who read the Bible once a week or 

more is steadily declining. It is highest among Elders (49 percent) and lowest 

among Millennials (24 percent). In addition, the number of people who disagree 

strongly that "the Bible is totally accurate in all the principles it teaches" has nearly 

doubled in the last six years. 

 

I’ve heard it said and researched that people are still increasingly spiritual – 

longing for an encounter with the divine, longing for thin spaces. Why do people 

not use scripture to get there?! 

 

3) 

My guess is that it has something to do with the old ruins. You can get stuck in 

focusing on the wrong thing, the archaic age of the Old Testament which is the part 

that scripture refers to primarily in the passage from Timothy. 

 

You can get stuck in the ruins of Bible wars where smart men and women from 

different Christian corners have argued about the right and finest way to 

understand scripture. 

 

You can get stuck in some of its content that you may find is not fitting into the 

21st century. 

 

You can get stuck in what you perceive to be a patriarchal, ignorant or even 

dangerous worldview. 

http://denisonforum.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=5369bb601ac44bfdda928110b&id=46cf188cb1&e=4c90e446e4
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All that is true – there is a lot about these ruins of scripture that can actually ruin 

your faith! 

But why not focus on the life-giving, breathing quality that you can find on 

every page and in every verse? 

 

That’s how young Timothy (to whom today’s scripture lesson was directed) must 

have experienced it. 

Earlier in Paul’s letters to Timothy we find out how Timothy got introduced 

to scripture. It was his mom, Eunice, and his grandma, Lois (1T4:6) who taught 

him his first experiences with OT scripture. For Jewish boys it was common that 

they started studying – I should say: using – the Bible at age 5 (Owen!). 

 

Who started it for you?  

 

If you are a parent and you’re sitting nervously in your seat as you ponder this 

question – please don’t think it’s ever too late to encourage your child to 

experience scripture and to help your child see that it is a way of experiencing 

God, of having a thin space for your child. 

 

If you are thinking about your own practice with the Bible you may also be 

nervous – actually I hope we all are wonderfully nervous right now. Yes, I know, 

we have people who are very diligent about reading the Bible (…) but we are all 

challenged to discover the breath of God ever anew in making scripture something 

that is alive and breathes. 

 

I’ve had times in my life in which I read scripture but didn’t experience it as life 

giving. I was stuck (and that can happen again) in focusing on the old ruins, the 

structure, the questions, the philosophical puzzles of scripture. 

 

But when I read the Bible with the expectation to meet the living, life giving, 

correcting… breath of God – it typically does not disappoint. 

 

The days I include reading the Bible in such a way are normally days of different 

and better quality. 

 

My friend Keith, whom I haven’t seen in ages, still serves as an inspiration for me 

to make reading the Bible a more casual but powerful act during the day.  

Today that’s so much easier as many of us carry the Bible with us on our 

cell phones. It’s so easy to catch a verse for the day, on the run, but with the power 

to make a good difference. 

 

Friends, God loves us. God loves you. He provides thin places for you throughout 

your life journey. Treat yourself to catch them through scripture. See how the old 

ruins come to life and are inhabited by the fresh and powerful breath of God. 

Amen. 


