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Galatians 2:1-2, 7-10 

Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with 

me. 2 I went up in response to a revelation. Then I laid before them (though only in a private 

meeting with the acknowledged leaders) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order 

to make sure that I was not running, or had not run, in vain. 
7 On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel for the uncircumcised, 

just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel for the circumcised 8 (for he who worked 

through Peter making him an apostle to the circumcised also worked through me in sending me 

to the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who were acknowledged pillars, 

recognized the grace that had been given to me, they gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of 

fellowship, agreeing that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 They asked 

only one thing, that we remember the poor, which was actually what I was eager to do. 

 

 
This is quite a passage.  One of seemingly insignificance to us.  It’s justification from Paul.  No 

narrative.  No real story line.  In fact, why would we even read this for a lesson? 

 

This passage illustrates for us the coming together of the church. Paul saw something different 

happening with Jesus’s message.  He saw a group that needed to be reached, and he was bound 

and determined to make that happen.  Many people disagreed with his calling, but he persisted 

none-the-less. 

 

We see in verse 2 that Paul “laid before them the gospel that [he had] proclaim[ed] among the 

gentiles” to show that the Jewish apostles of Jesus and the gentile teachers of Jesus were teaching 

the basics the same way.  It was still the same gospel of Jesus’s grace, of God’s new covenant 

with humanity. 

 

The two groups realized that although disagreed on some things, like circumcision, they needed 

each other for ministry.  God was calling all of them.  So, they agreed to be in fellowship with 

one another. 

 

Much like Paul’s explanation of his meeting with Jerusalem leaders, in our scripture the 

Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren found themselves different, but the 

gospel they were preaching and teaching was the same.  Each had been spreading the gospel  

for more than a century under several names, but knew that not merging would have dire 

consequences.  So, they agreed to be in fellowship with one another. 

 

People disagreed on things like: how biblically, theologically, and socially conservative the 

church should be, how the politics of the church should run, among others.  The Evangelical 

United Brethren and the Methodist Church came together to do ministry together, with John 

Wesley’s vision in mind. 

 



John Wesley, the accidental founder of Methodism, was surrounded in an environment where he 

was challenged in his small group to care for the poor.  As John Wesley grew in his faith, he 

really lived into the calling for caring for the poor. 

 

In fact, he saw needs in the coal mines.  Coal workers were overworked and underpaid.  The 

little money that they made, the men would, then, go to the bars, leaving their families without 

enough food.  John learned the names of these men, to help them feel special once again, and had 

group meetings so that the men would work on growing in their relationship with God and feed 

their families, rather than drink their nights and money away.  John Wesley wanted to help the 

poor, and justice became something that Methodism pushed. 

 

Our scripture even points us to just that.  The last verse reads, “They asked only one thing, that 

we remember the poor, which was actually what I was eager to do.” 

 

It’s not only about thinking about the poor.  No.  Paul is reminding us to mention the poor, to 

recall by memory, to be mindful of the poor.  Paul was eager to remind others of the need to help 

those in need. 

 

We have, as Methodists, found ways to help the poor.  The Methodist Committee on Overseas 

Relief (MCOR) was founded in 1940 by the Bishop Herbert Welch, in response to displaced and 

vulnerable populations in the wake of World War II.  In his address at the General Conference 

that year, Bishop Welch stated that MCOR would serve as a “voice of conscience among 

Methodists to act in the relief of human suffering without distinction of race, color, or creed.”  

This mandate remains true to this day. The organization’s name was legally changed to The 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) at the 1972 General Conference.  

 

As Markus said last week, UMCOR is one of the first groups at disasters, and is one of the last to 

leave.  Another wonderful aspect about UMCOR is its vow for 100% of donations to go to the 

relief.  Through our work through UMCOR, we glorify God in helping those who are poor in 

circumstance.  But, UMCOR isn’t the only way that we help those around us. 

 

We also have another way that our apportionments.  There is a misunderstanding of where our 

apportionment dollars go.  We are a connectional church.  This means that we do ministry as a 

city church, as a state church, as a national church, and as a global church.  Apportionments go to 

many different ministries which include:  Congregational development, or helping churches 

grow again and starting new churches, Global Connectional Ministries like: ???, supporting 

ministries on university campuses, continuing education for clergy and congregation members, 

helping people through the process of becoming pastors, funding a conference-wide youth 

council, providing insurance and property tax payments for our camps, giving grants for all 

places of ministry, among other things.  By us supporting each other, we are able to help one 

another reach those who otherwise wouldn’t be reached.   

 

It is easy for us to say that our denomination focuses on reaching the poor, so we are already 

doing the job.  But, are we doing as well as we could be? 

 

We can celebrate that we: 



 Give fully to our apportionments, 

 give during disasters to UMCOR 

 raised part of Capital Campaign towards building a Habitat House 

 built a Habitat House (which we are celebrating next weekend) 

 open our doors to different community groups that don’t have places to meet 

 Mission of the Months that help the non-profits around us with supplies every month 

 Have smaller groups that work with Pillar (formerly known as: The Warming Shelter and 

Homeless Connections), Leaven, and the Clothing Closet, and so much more 

 

I want to challenge us today to see the poor that are directly around us and be eager to help. 

 

Poor doesn’t just mean monetarily.  It can mean spiritually as well. 

 

So, are we aware and acknowledging all the people around us?  I must admit that when I’m 

around town, I tend to do what I need to do with as little human interaction as possible. 

 

I’ve lived in my house for over a year, and I still don’t know all my neighbors.  Do you find 

yourself ever in my shoes? 

 

While we are Jesus’s hands and feet, we are also called to continue to grow in our service.   

What does that look like for us?  Working more with our homeless non-profits in the area?  

Reaching out to our neighbors who may be poor in spirit?  Being more mentally and emotionally 

present when we are in public? 

 

Let us be a people who say, just as Paul, “They asked only one thing, that we remember the poor, 

which was actually what I was eager to do.” 

 


