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Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a 

humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a 

blessing. It is for this that you were called—that you might inherit a blessing. 10For 

“Those who desire life 

    and desire to see good days, 

let them keep their tongues from evil 

    and their lips from speaking deceit; 
11let them turn away from evil and do good; 

    let them seek peace and pursue it. 
12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

    and his ears are open to their prayer. 

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for 

doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but 

in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 

demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you. 

1 Peter 3:8-15 

 

Today I’d like to be straight forward with you. Not the kind of straight forward in telling you 

what you have to think or what you have to say, but rather telling you what we are looking at 

today and how that can change us. I’d ask you if that were ok, but I can’t see or hear either way 

your response, so we’ll just keep going. 

 

In September we focused on the idea of courage and flowed from courage into being united. Did 

we even recognize that there was a change of series? We went from talking about courageous 

love to loving through division into unity. 

 

Today, specifically, we are focusing on unity with harmony. In my personal context, when I 

think of harmony I think of a musical setting, after all that’s my background and my growing up. 

Harmony, where two or more tones are played which create a pleasing effect. Now, my pleasing 

effect may be different from yours. For those choir people out there the composers Eric Whitacre 

and Gwyneth Walker are my favorites. You see, you may really enjoy a beautiful arpeggiated Ab 

major chord, while I personally love the five-seven diminished with the 2nd added. While I 

believe the Ab major chord may be pleasing to the ear, I find it rather boring. I enjoy mine 

because it brings a sense that more is coming. That there will be resolve potentially. It gives me a 

pleasing effect because I hope there is more to come. It is not the end. 

 

Ok! So, enough of the music lingo. But, when we think of harmony in unity it is more than 

dealing with another’s choice or even accepting another’s choice. It is more than looking past 

their preferences, their strongholds, but instead being in harmony with them. Harmony in this 

sense is “to handle life’s different areas and make them work for your progress (to find life’s 

meaning and contentment)”. So, in our context, it means that we would need to handle each 



other’s differences and make them glorify God and further God’s kingdom (i.e. to make 

Disciples for the transformation of the world – our United Methodist mission.) Simply put: if we 

are hating on each other how can we transform the world for the better? 

 

Now, in the definition of harmony in life there is the word of “handle” that I think should be 

clarified. You see “handle” can be taken many different ways. For instance, when I think of 

handling something that is not agreeable, my mind instinctively goes to “man-handling 

something”, forcing something to go your way. That’s not the kind of handling we do for the 

glory of God. Instead, when we think of handling each other’s differences we are drawn to our 

example, our leader Jesus. Jesus didn’t tend to man-handle things. Handling things looks more 

like humility and sympathy for those we encounter as our scripture suggests. 

 

Our scripture is even jam-packed with the idea of unity, of harmonizing with our brothers and 

sisters that we may further God’s kingdom. Our passage reads, “have unity of spirit, sympathy, 

love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for 

abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing.” Leave it to God to challenge us with 

something so difficult as needing to take on what we believe may be wrong and replace it with a 

blessing. This is something that is preached by Jesus and reiterated by Paul and again reiterated 

by the authors of this letter. 

 

A blessing may be the hardest thing to give when we are talking about something that we are 

passionate about. I think sometimes that blessing could be listening simply to what the other has 

to say. Not listening to refute, but simply listening. I think sometimes that blessing could be 

looking past someone’s political background and seeing them for the child of God that they are. I 

think sometimes that blessing is simply being kind in an unkind time. 

 

We are also given a quote Psalm 34 within our passage to provide an example of how the shape 

of the faithful Christian community should be. Psalm 34 tell us, “Keep your tongues from 

evil…lips from deceit…turn away from evil and do good…seek peace and pursue it.” Among all 

these instructions of remaining “Christian-like”, if you will, there is this special instruction: 

“seek peace and pursue it.” I’m just going to let that one sit with you. 

 

All this makes me wonder, how in a time of such utter division, can we live out our calling as a 

Christian community? When presidential debates struggle to be what they were meant to 

provide. When our country continues to remain and distance itself more in a divide. When we 

can’t even be in face-to-face community because of a pandemic. How do we live out our calling 

to seek peace and pursue it, to unite in harmony? 

 

Whether you are a Ab major fan or a stranger chord, God provides us a way to be unified in 

harmony. That way is through Jesus and through Jesus we are told, “have unity of spirit, 

sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or 

abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing.” 

 

Be a blessing. Listen with a tender and loving heart even if there is disagreement. Look past the 

belief of another and remember we are all children of a God who loves beyond all understanding. 

Let us have harmony in unity. 


