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Sermon 10-9f-2021 

Give up cheerfully! – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

 
6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide 

you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may 

share abundantly in every good work. 

 

1) 

When Carrie and I were newly married we were still pretty diligent about putting 

an annual household budget together. We had just moved into a church owned 

parsonage and were excited that the monthly rent payments would come off our 

budgeting process. There we were, two young pastors crunching all the numbers. 

We tried to think of everything: laundry detergent, renting movies, car repairs, and 

so on. When our 2007 budget was completed we were pretty amazed about how 

much extra money we had left. What should we do with all that money?  

And then we realized our mistake: It’s a bit embarrassing to admit, but we 

forgot to put tithing to the church in our budget! 

 

So I can’t really tell you how deeply spiritual it was for Carrie and I to put a budget 

together when we completely forgot about our gifts to God and his church.  

 

Is it a spiritual process for you each year to decide about how much you 

will give to God’s church?  

 

Filling out a pledge card that you will get in a few weeks in your mail, writing a 

check for church or putting cash in an offering basket may not move you to levels 

of spiritual ecstasy – but I want to invite you to make it a matter of your heart and 

your soul.  

 

Jesus talked more about money than many other subjects and he knew why. His 

words and warnings on money work for any setting and every society, whether you 

live in a socialist, communist, capitalist or other environment. 

 

2) 

Today’s scripture passage was not a saying from Jesus but it comes from one of his 

servants. The Apostle Paul was in the middle of a major international fundraising 

trip. Maybe you can call it the first major capital campaign in church history! The 

cause for this stewardship fundraiser was a very holistic one: it was to support the 

mother church in Jerusalem. That’s where Christianity started and the Christians 

there – for diverse reasons – were not very well off compared to the Christians in 

the Greek and Macedonian areas of the Roman Empire.  
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Jesus was very serious about the need to support the poor and in this major 

fundraiser the Apostle Paul did exactly that.  

 

The church too is called to decide how much to give! 

 

I want to draw a direct parallel to us in 2021 here at First Church: 

Some of you know that our church too follows Jesus’ call to support the poor. I 

hope we won’t forget too soon that when we did our last capital campaign we 

pledged a good portion of it to build a house with Habitat. That was not an easy 

decision, many of you remember.  

I understand that it is a somewhat hard decision to give money away as a 

church. I mean, we are in a way a non-profit organization ourselves, why would we 

support another non-profit like Habitat. But the way to look at it is to see that it’s 

not about supporting another organization, it’s a way to support the poor – to do 

what Jesus asked us to do and the way the Apostle Paul did.  

The other day I had a deeply moving moment when I had a conversation 

with Pastor Hae-Jeong. She had just learned about Leaven, the Appleton 

community organization that is one of the best resources for people affected by 

poverty. I proudly told her that our church supports Leaven each year by giving 

$1k to them. I was proud because I know how every year it is a somewhat hard 

decision pledge money away – and because I know that supporting Leaven 

financially is not the only way for us to help the poor. So I’m standing there in the 

conference room telling her about our budgeted support of Leaven and she looks at 

me and says: “That’s good, but we should give more!” 

 

Hae-Jeong, when you said that my heart melted a bit in a good way. You truly 

have the heart of a pastor – I should say: a good Christian woman. 

 

We all know how scary the future for the church is – we don’t know how we are 

eventually coming out of this pandemic – we don’t know if we can continue to do 

the things that we do despite or our good endowments. It is a real good test for our 

faith – all of us as members – to stay strong in our commitment to reach out to our 

community. 

 

In his address to the churches for charge conferences this year, our bishop Hee-Soo 

Jung reminded us about the ever present temptation to make church life about 

sustaining church buildings and doing ministry in the convenient zone. But God 

calls us to something braver:  

 

God calls us to not focus inward but to focus outward – to see the needs 

around us. 
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This is true for us as a church and this is true for you as a person. We don’t live in 

a vacuum – we live with neighbors that God created and cares for.  

 

It is God who invites us to be generous – not the needs of an annual budget. You 

all know that it costs money to exist as a local church but I wholeheartedly invite 

you: When you share your gifts, please give them because of God, not because 

your pastors ask you to. Our giving is a gift to God, he was the one who invented 

tithing, not the Israelites, not the church! 

God invites us to give up cheerfully – give up to him through the difference we 

make down here on earth with our gifts and generosity.  

 

3) 

“God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every 

blessing in abundance…” - 2Cor9:7bf 
 

God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, 

so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 

 

I know this statement may make your ears itch because there is a hint of prosperity 

gospel in it: “Be generous toward God and his church and in return he will bless 

you abundantly.” You can even go to the opening verse 6 of our lesson today and 

get uncomfortable: 

 
“…the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully.” 
 

Yes, of course these statements can be twisted into something un-holy but when 

we approach them with a heart centered on Jesus I believe that goes away. If you 

have a living relationship with Jesus you are free to ask good questions. Here is 

one question that we have to allow to ask: 

 

What if I give generously today but tomorrow I fall into poverty, wouldn’t I 

regret my generosity? 

 

It’s a good and fair question. Sometimes I find myself wondering: ‘Markus, think 

about all the money that Carrie and you have given to the church over the years. 

You could buy something really nice or you could retire early.’ 

  

I don’t think it’s the right approach to life and generosity. I give of what God gave 

me today and if tomorrow I have less then I will trust God that tomorrow I can be 

generous with the lesser that I have. I can neither predict nor prevent an unforeseen 

financial shortfall in the future - I do my due diligence of setting money aside for 

retirement and I want to encourage and urge every single one of you who is not 

retired yet to do the same. 
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But in the end we’re not in control over what tomorrow will bring. We may be 

poorer tomorrow than we are today but we can still trust God in poverty as much 

as we can trust him in affluence.  

 

Sowing bountifully is not dependent on our affluence but on our willingness to 

be generous! 

 

I would like to close my message today with a story from Rod Serling’s TV series 

Twilight Zone: 

 
Rod Serling’s Twilight Zone once featured a story about an inveterate gambler who dies and is taken to a 

room where there is a gambling table and a dealer. Every time he rolls the dice, he scores or wins. Every 

hand he holds is a winning hand. His living arrangements are plush and supplied with everything he could 

possibly want. 

 

At first, the man believes he is in heaven. He was so happy. But then, he becomes aware that he is totally 

alone. The fun of sharing his winnings with someone else is missing. He finally concludes that he is not in 

paradise as he had at first thought. He is in hell. 

 

—Source unknown. 

 

Giving and being generous regardless of our actual financial situation is rewarding 

– and we don’t have to wait until we’re in heaven to find out. Amen.  


