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“My Enemy…I’m Lovin’ It” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Matthew 5:43-48 

 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his 

sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who 

love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers 

and sisters,[o] what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 

 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

1) She was super uncomfortable. You could tell by the look on her face, her shoulders shrugged as trying to avoid 

anybody would see her. My friend Tanya* sat down at the table at the new McDonald restaurant that just came to our 

hometown a few months earlier.  

 McDonald’s, Freudenstadt, Germany 

 

It was the 1990 and McDonalds was a bit of a controversy in Germany. Tanya’s 

school had a big boycott movement because of the large food and packaging waste a 

McDonalds produces – she was a member of the boycott group. But that night she 

went to the restaurant with us after youth group. Why would she go to McDonalds 

when she was part of the anti-McDonald movement? “Because, darn, those 

hamburgers just taste so good.” She hated everything about McDonalds… but she 

loved their food! 

In a way Tanya shows us a wonderful example for how you can love your enemy, doesn’t she?!!! Wouldn’t it be nice if 

we could all do that so easily when it comes to our enemies: We hate what they stand for, what they do, what they believe, 

but in the end we can say: I’m lovin’ it!!!!!!!!! 

I’m talking lightheartedly about our Jan/Feb theme of “Love. Your. Enemies” – but you understand that under that 

lightheartedness lies an aspect of our theme that is not lighthearted at all:  

Is it really possible to love your enemy? What if your enemy is dangerous? 

What if your enemies’ believes and practices are so dangerous that loving them bears the risk of affirming this danger?  

2)Yes, the McDonalds example may be way too mild to approach our big question today. The other day I read about a 

satanic club that is offering an after  

-school program at a public elementary school Illinois.1 How is that? Constitutionally, from a US political perspective, 

this is of course legit and lawful – but from the standpoint of the church that Jesus Christ gave his life to build, this is 

atrocious! I got mad when I read about that. I got mad when I imagined innocent 6- and 7-year old’s being educated in a 

semi-historical cult that aims at destroying what God wants to do in this world. 

I don’t make light of the forces that are out to destroy the church. It breaks my heart that many people today believe the 

best thing for society is if we finally overcome the age of the church and leave that Jesus-Christ-thing behind us. You don’t 

even have to be a satanist for that! It bothers me, immensely. I get mad about it… 

I really do, but Jesus directs (my) madness. He shows me that behind every wicked idea stand people, people that are 

precious in God’s eyes because he longs for them to be his redeemed children. And so Jesus gives my upset-ness a 

different direction. He gives all of us who are committed to follow him a better direction when we start to hate because he 

doesn’t want us to fight with conventional weapons of hatred and contempt – he wants us to fight the good fight (1 

Timothy 6:12), a fight fitting for people called sons and daughters of God. 

God invites us to take all that bothers us so much in other people, including people who are outspoken enemies of what 

we believe, and act with them the same way God has acted with the entire human race: In mercy (Luke 6:36) 

You may say: “But wait: there are limits. We shouldn’t show mercy toward people who are enemies of what God and 

God’s love. That would backfire.” 

Yes, it would, but somehow in that backfiring is transformation! Look at the big picture: According to the biblical witness 

this is exactly what God did with the whole entire world. If God would have fought the animosity of people toward him 

with contempt, you and I would not be here today celebrating a Christian church service. The Bible tells us that what God 

did for us in Jesus Christ was showing us mercy and offering us friendship while we were yet sinners. Romans 5 goes as 

far as to say: 

…while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son – Romans 5:10 

Colossians 1:21 (NIV) says: Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of[g] your evil 

behavior. 

 

                                                           
1 Denison, The Daily Article, February 14th 2022 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23282o
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29487g


We do not like to hear this so much but according to the Bible without the saving grace of God expressed in Jesus we are 

all enemies of God.  

I admit, that is an anthropology that is hard promote in the 21st century - it’s a real turn off to all people who are 

already critical about this whole Christian thing – I could imagine that it is also turn off for people who are committed to 

God. But let’s not get stuck there, let’s look at what that really means practically: 

 

God loves us while we are yet his enemies and invites us to become friends. The fascinating thing about the love of God is 

that he doesn’t wait until we are “in” – he lets his grace rain on us even while we are his enemies. Jesus put it this way: 

God makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. - 

Matthew 6:45b 

 John Wesley called this the concept of Prevenient Grace, God’s common grace that is for all human beings, including the 

sad masterminds that came up with the satanic club idea in the elementary school. But PG has a direction and a purpose, 

PG is not there so we can say: Aww, God is so nice he even loves promoters of satanism. No!  

This very love of God isn’t passive, it has drawing power, the mercy, kindness, and long suffering of God are 

there so that people may give up on their hostility toward him and become friends. 

This is how we should we are not supposed to rejoice in the fact that God loves all people but see that the 

motivation for this love is to draw us into an active relationship with God in which we respond to this love and grace of 

God. 

This is what we should do! We too have to love those who are our enemies even if we consider them enemies of God’s 

purposes. Otherwise, there is no difference between a person who follows Jesus and a person who doesn’t (V. 46f). 

Otherwise, we are just stuck in a status quo, and nothing ever changes. 

If we fight back against the life destroying forces in the world with the same weapons they fight, we are not fighting the 

good fight God calls us to. There is a reason why it says: 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. - Romans 12:21 

God did not draw you toward him by fighting you with hatred and contempt, he drew you close through his love for you 

and that’s how we ought to do it with our enemies, even when they are God’s enemies, society’s enemies or our children’s 

enemies.  

To say it the Methodist way: Just as God has prevenient grace for us, grace that is for us while we are not 

reconciled with God, so he wants us to have grace for people while they are set against everything good. (call it 

anthropological PG!) 

 

3)Pretty intense topic today, isn’t it?! Are you good for one more consideration? Just one! This whole subject matter today 

shows us how extremely important it is that…  

To love one’s enemy does not mean you embrace his or her ideas. 
I wish I could say this is a no brainer, but it isn’t – not in our days. 

Jesus welcomed the sinner – that didn’t mean he embraced the sinner’s behavior. Jesus met with evil people and brought 

healing to their need. He was not afraid to associate with outcasts. Sometimes we think that all the outcasts that Jesus 

welcomed where victims but some of them were the perpetrators (most famously:  Zacchaeus; maybe Pilate?).  

See, this is where our culture gets it wrong. Have you noticed that there is something going on in pop culture – 

Hollywood, media, even on the local level? It is considered the right thing to distance yourself from controversial people.  

E.g. we think that if a public figure failed morally very bad, you can’t be seen with that person anymore, 

otherwise they go after you for being an accomplice or they call you an affirmer of the crime a person committed just 

because you shook hands with them. Have you noticed that? Society teaches us to ostracize against those who got thrust 

out of social or professional circles – whether it be online, on social media, or in person: “I have to distance myself from 

this person because they did something bad.” (Share as an example story) 

That’s not the Jesus way, that’s not the way of prevenient grace. That is the way of the world – we have to be different.  

Let’s be clear: God hates evil, God condemns evil actions, God does not approve of injustice and lawlessness. One day 

God will judge – I have no doubt about it. But before that, God fights the good fight and God’s primary weapon against 

evil is love – we should imitate that. 

Loving the hosts of a satanic after-school club does not mean you applaud or give them a platform to make their 

case, no. Loving an enemy who holds terrible believes or does horrific and dangerous things means you recognize that 

what separates you from him or her is not the only thing that defines your relationship.  

What separates you from your enemies is not the only thing that defines your relationship with them. 

You don’t have to curse them, you can wish them well, not their cause, but their journey in life. As long as they live God 

will not give up on whoever your enemy is, and neither should you.  

I believe to only way to do this successfully is in the strength of your faith in Christ in which you recognize that it 

is exactly what Christ did for you when he died for you. Amen.  


