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Micah 6:6-8 
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased 

with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is 

good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God? 
 

In the first sermon in this message series, Pastor Markus introduced this series with these words.  

One of the great challenges for everyone living at this particular point is getting along with 

others.  It seems like it’s more challenging today that it was just 20 years ago. Politics and the 

way we debate social questions have become a lot fiercer.  He asked the question, “What do we 

do about it?”  This morning I hope to share a glimpse of God honoring ways in which we can 

answer his question. 

 

In 1990, the summer after my freshman year in high school, I attended the New Wilmington 

Missionary Conference for the first time.  The Conference is held in a small town in Western 

Pennsylvania.  The campus of Westminster College is surrounded by Amish farms and rolling 

hills.  The Conference’s mission is to offer a glimpse into what missionaries are doing around the 

world to proclaim the gospel and good news of Jesus Christ, and how we can all be involved.   I 

was attending that year, because my three older sisters had all attended in the past, and my 

parents believed that it would be a good experience for me.  I was most excited about going to a 

new state, to a camp where in the high school program the ratio of girls to boys was 5 to 1.  

Please remember that I was 15.  It was at that Conference, where I first heard God’s call to 

ministry.  The week’s theme was taken from Micah 6:8, “He has showed you, O man, what is 

good.  And what does the LORD require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.”   
 

I wish I could stand here today and tell you that I heard God’s call on my life that day, and went 

full stride after what God wanted me to do.  Looking back, yes, hearing that verse changed my 

life.  Unfortunately, it took me two more years to actually listen to the words.  The summer of 

1992, found me again at the Missionary Conference, that year’s verse was Matthew 20:26.  

“Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant.”  That verse was a gentle 

reminder but didn’t truly hit home until...   
 

In 1996, I went on my first mission trip, a seventeen day adventure to Zimbabwe in Southern 

Africa.  I was 21 and that trip was an eye opening experience that changed my life and helped me 

live out that verse in Matthew.  We spent our time at a secondary school painting classrooms and 

fixing broken desks and chairs.  The supplies were minimal, we had to pull out bent nails, 

straighten them, and reassemble the desks.  At the end of the week there, we had painted 8 

classrooms and reassembled two classrooms.  I thought I had it all figured out. 
 

Micah states in verse 8, “He has showed you, O man, what is good.  And what does the LORD 

require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  Today 

let’s take a closer look at those 3 requirements and how God calls us to live them out. 
 



REQUIREMENT 1: “To act justly” to Live by God’s standards.  Want to express love to God?  

This is what you do.  Listen to how Eugene Peterson puts it in Titus 2:11-12 in the Message, 

“God’s readiness to give and forgive is now public.  Salvation is available for everyone!  We’re 

being shown how to turn our backs on a godless, indulgent life, and how to take on a God-filled, 

God-honoring life.  This new life is starting right now.  
 

God welcomes us into the family, and then He gives us a list of how to show our love to others 

and Him.  Yet, some of the items on His list may go against the general culture or standards of 

our world.  Some of you today might subscribe to the Frank Sinatra philosophy, “I do it my 

way”.  I am all for God’s agenda as long as it matches what I want.   
 

When I was in college, I started as a Psychology Major.  After three years of classes, I realized 

that Psychology was not for me.  I searched for something that I could study that I really 

enjoyed, I decided on English with a Writing Concentration.  I was going to be the next greatest 

Sports Journalist.  What a great job, getting paid to watch sports and write about them!  After 

graduation, I continued to work as a server and bartender at the country club I worked at through 

college.  I spent that year finding a lot of doors being closed on my dream of being a sports 

journalist.  I was not doing what God had created me to do.  I was doing what I thought I was 

supposed to be doing, and I was not happy.  That is when I knew it was not really up to me to 

decide what I wanted to do with my life, but rather that God had plans that would change my life 

and the lives of many others forever. 
 

That’s how Israel was living in Micah’s day, and how I was living.  They were trying to do 

things there own way apart from God.  The book of Micah has seven chapters. Inside those 

chapters are three distinct speeches to the people of Israel.  Each speech begins with the word 

“Hear”.  Micah reminded the people of Israel over and over that God wanted them to follow 

Him.  
 

REQUIREMENT 2: “To love mercy” Love others with God’s heart.  God’s cry for action 

continues from Moses throughout the Old Testament.  To love mercy is an interesting term.  The 

word love refers to the loyal love of a married couple.  The word mercy refers to God’s love to 

those in His family.  To love mercy is to love others with God’s heart.  God says in Hosea 6:6, “I 

want your constant love, not your animal sacrifices.  I would rather have my people know me 

than burn offerings to me.” 
 

John Ortberg, a predominant Evangelical Christian author, speaker, and pastor, tells the story of 

a young man named John Gilbert who lived in a California town called Paradise.  When he was 5 

years old, John was diagnosed with Muscular Dystrophy.  He was told it would eventually 

destroy every muscle and finally, in a space of 10 years or so, take his life.  John Gilbert passed 

away at the age of 25.  While alive John experienced a lot of exclusion and cruelty from his peers 

growing up.  But at one point he was named the representative for everyone with his condition in 

the state of California.  He was flown to Sacramento and was ushered with his mother into the 

governor’s office for a private meeting.  
 

That night the National Football League sponsored a fund-raising auction and dinner at which 

John was a guest.  The players let him hold their huge Super Bowl rings, which almost extended 

to John’s wrist.  When the auction began, one particular item caught John’s attention: a 

basketball signed by the players of the Sacramento Kings.  John got a little carried away, because 

when the ball was up for bids, he raised his hand.  As soon as his hand went up, John’s mother 



pulled it down.  In John’s words, “Astronauts never felt as many G’s as my wrist did that night.”  
 

The bidding for the basketball rose to an astounding amount for an item that was not the most 

valuable treasure on the docket.  Eventually, one man named a figure that shocked the room and 

that no one else could match.  The man went to the front and collected his prize.  But instead of 

returning to his seat, the man walked across the room and placed it in the thin, small hands of the 

boy who had admired it so intently.  The man placed the ball in hands that would never dribble it 

down a court, never throw it to a teammate on a fast break, and never fire it from 3-point range.  

But those hands would cherish it.  Have you bought a basketball for anybody lately?  To love 

mercy is to love others with God’s heart.   
 

Eugene Peterson in The Message puts it this way, “You’re blessed when you care.  At the 

moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find yourselves cared for.”   Hold a door open for someone.  

Let that other car go first.  Call a friend, because God wants to use you to touch them with His 

love. 
 

REQUIREMENT 3: “To walk humbly with your God” Learn to follow constantly God’s 

direction.  The people of Israel asked, “With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down 

before the exalted God?  Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil?  Shall I offer 

my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  
 

Growing up in the First Presbyterian Church in Racine, Wisconsin, I had the privilege to know 

June Hewlette, or Miss June as everyone called her.  She embodied what it means to truly “walk 

humbly with your God.”  Miss June served the congregation as Administrative Assistant for 39 

years, retiring in 1990.  Most of us kids knew her as the lady with the messy desk, the lady who 

knew everyone’s name, or the lady who always had candy.  Miss June was the one who started 

taking teenagers to the New Wilmington Missionary Conference in the 1970’s.  If it wasn’t for 

Miss June, I wouldn’t have attended my first Conference, or the 27 years since, served on the 

Conference’s Board of Managers, served on the High School Staff for 14 years, or on the Middle 

School Staff for 7 years, or be in my 20th year of Youth Ministry.   
 

Miss June lived Micah 6:8 more than anyone I have ever met.  After she retired, I would see her 

at church and she would tell anyone who would listen to her, that I was the cause of all her grey 

hair.  Although she always teased me about that I saw her heart for God and for people, 

especially the children and Youth of the church.  
 

Miss June passed away on April 16, 2010 at the age of 81.  She had been a part of my life for 30 

years.  When I heard the news that she had passed away, I felt a deep sadness in my heart.  I was 

able to attend the funeral in Racine, and was blessed to hear stories and remember and celebrate 

a woman who was all about making God known and not worrying about getting the credit.  

Looking back, I never got the chance to personally thank her, to tell her how much her presence 

in my life meant.  I regret not sharing my feelings and my deep love for her with her. Miss June 

was one of the most influential people in my life.  Who is that person in your life who has made 

all the difference?  Have you told that person?  Have you been that person to someone?      
 

For most people, the ultimate question in life is “What should I do with my life?” I think of the 

Young people in Worship today.  You may have questions about your future. My advice comes 

from the Apostle Paul found in 1 Timothy 4-12-16.  Here these words, “Don’t let anyone look 

down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, 



in love, in faith and in purity.  Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to 

preaching and to teaching.  Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through prophecy 

when the body of elders laid their hands on you.  Be diligent in these matters; give yourself 

wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress.  Watch your life and doctrine closely.  

Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”   
 

People search for meaning and purpose, and the answer to the ultimate question.  The prophet 

Micah is a kindred spirit to those pursuing an answer to the ultimate question.  As he spoke to the 

people of Israel, Micah’s focus was to remind people of their purpose.  For Micah, the answer to 

the ultimate question is found in the larger purposes of God. “What does the Lord require of 

you?” asks the prophet with his own ultimate question.  God’s answer is “to act justly, and to 

love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God”.   
 

So what does Micah 6:8 mean to me?  I take a page from Miss June and try to remember that it is 

not all about me.  That’s what truly walking humbly with God means, not worrying about who 

gets the credit.  I find myself seeing opportunities everyday to live the verse.  Holding the door 

open for someone, letting someone merge into my lane, or my reacting differently to unforeseen 

challenges, or even taking the time to become aware of God’s presence in the holy and in the 

ordinary?   
 

How do we get along with others?  Here’s what you do.  Answer Micah’s call “To act justly, and 

to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God”.  And with those words remember the words 

of John Wesley, “Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In 

all the places you can, At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you 

can.” 
 

AMEN 


