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Ephesians 2:1-10 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 

followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now 

at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 

cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature 

deserving of wrath.  But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 

in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in 

his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 

this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we 

are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 

for us to do.  
 

In 1997, the world of Literature was given a gift.  That was the year that British author J. 

K. Rowling released the first of her fantasy novels in the Harry Potter series. The novels 

chronicle the lives of a young wizard, Harry Potter, and his friends Hermione and Ron, 

all of whom are students at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.  Rowling’s 

character Harry Potter has his Cloak of Invisibility, which he throws on to make himself 

disappear at critical points in his magical adventures.  It shields him completely from 

being seen by other people, and it cannot be worn out by time or spells.  It becomes such 

a prized possession that Harry decides to keep it at the end of the seven-book series, and 

pass it on to his descendants.  Don’t you wish that you were a member of Harry’s 

family? In line to receive such a gift? 
 

There are times when we all would like to disappear.  When we try to say something 

funny in a large group of people, and nobody laughs.  When we work up our courage to 

ask someone out, and the person responds with, “Let’s just be friends.”  When our minds 

go blank in the middle of an oral report at school, or a sales pitch to a client.  When the 

ball is passed to us at a critical point in a game, and it goes right through our fingers.  If 

only we had that Cloak of Invisibility! 
 

At other times, we want to be shielded because we are ashamed of our actions.  We don’t 

want people to see what we are doing.  We prefer our privacy, where we can hide our 

activities from others.  In the words of Paul to the Ephesians, we are “following the ways 

of this world, following the Spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  
 

This is strange and supernatural language, like something out of the magical world of 

Harry Potter.  But we know what Paul is trying to communicate — we are well aware that 

we often behave in a very worldly way, under the influence of powers and spirits that 

lead us away from God.  We live gratifying the passions of our flesh, we often let our 
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ambition, anger, greed, or jealousy get the best of us.  We know that we are heading in 

the wrong direction, and that we ought to turn around. 
 

But changing direction is tough.  We would rather just vanish.  Poof!  Become 

invisible. 
 

For those who want to disappear, science is in the process of providing some help. 

Researchers have demonstrated that they are now able to cloak three-dimensional objects 

using artificially engineered materials that redirect light around an object.  These 

materials deflect light waves around a body, like water flowing around a smooth rock in a 

stream.  The key is to keep the light from bouncing back, because if the light is reflected 

then the object can be seen. This research has been funded by the National Science 

Foundation and the U.S. Army Research Office. 
 

The bottom line is that if you want to be invisible, you have to find a way to bend light 

around yourself.  If light is reflected, then you’re going to be seen.  It is clear from Paul’s 

letter to the Ephesians that God wants the divine light to bounce off us, instead of bend 

around us. Paul says that “God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he 

loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ”.  We become alive with Christ when we are baptized into the Christian 

community — in the words of Paul in Galatians, “As many of you as were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ 
 

So we are “clothed” with Christ, writes Paul, and we “put on” the Lord Jesus Christ — 

this is what it means to be a properly dressed disciple of Christ.  Jesus becomes for us a 

Visibility Cloak, one that reflects the light of God and makes us visible to the world. 
 

For the purposes of this message, bending light and becoming invisible is bad.  Reflecting 

light and being visible is good.  It’s all about putting on Jesus, the Visibility Cloak. 
 

Now for those of us who don’t feel we deserve this special garment, Paul stresses that it 

is “by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God — not the result of works, so that no one may boast”.  The Visibility Cloak is 

a free gift of God, given to us to cover our many sins and shortcomings.  We don’t earn 

this cloak, and we certainly don’t deserve it. Instead, God gives it to us so that we will 

reflect his light to the world.  All we have to do is wrap ourselves up in it. 
 

God’s not interested in hiding us, and he certainly doesn’t want his light to bend around 

us. Instead, He clothes us with Christ so that we will be visible signs of his presence in 

the world. By grace, God moves us from darkness to light, from invisibility to visibility, 

from an undercover existence to an elevated seat in the heavenly places. He takes 

pleasure in showing us off, as signs of how loving and powerful and creative He is. 
 

 

 



We were created for a life of visibility.  We have been created for a life of visibility. “We 

are what He has made us,” writes Paul, “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand to be our way of life”.  So what does such a life look like? 
 

Pastor Tod Bolsinger suggests that we think in terms of heavenly bodies. “Would you 

rather be,” he asks, “a star or a moon?”  He says that most people lean toward star, and 

this makes sense. Why be a lifeless moon when you can blaze in glory, give off light, and 

be the center of your own solar system?  
 

But think again. We really weren’t made to be stars.  In truth, God is the only star — 

“God is light,” says 1 John 1:5, “and in him there is no darkness at all.”  
 

Bolsinger concludes that we were each created to be a reflecting moon, instead of a bright 

star. “Moons reflect the light of the sun in the darkness.  When others can’t see the sun, 

or feel as if they are wandering blind, we can offer them a reflection of life to light their 

paths and keep them safe.  Next time you are outside on a dark night, notice how grateful 

you feel for the glow of a full moon.” 
 

As people who reflect the light of God, we can do some good and meaningful work in the 

world.  All across our country, there are people who have put on their Visibility Cloaks in 

some dark and unexpected places. 
 

God’s light is reflected in prison. Catherine Rohr, a private-equity investor, visited a 

prison in Texas and discovered inmates who were repentant and worshiping God.  She 

decided that prison was a “storehouse of untapped potential,” full of men who were 

brimming with business savvy. Rohr launched the Prison Entrepreneurship Program, 

which now offers business training to prisoners.  According to Christianity Today, the 

program has graduated 420 students with business plans they can use on their release, in 

fields such as landscaping and real estate.  Rohr tells them, “You’ve taken so much from 

the community; it’s time for you to give back.”  And it works — one former inmate 

formed a faith-based moving company called “Moved By Love.” 
 

God’s light is reflected on the baseball field. Twenty years ago, Bob Muzikowski moved 

to Chicago and landed in a working-class neighborhood near the infamous Cabrini-Green 

housing projects.  After seeing an abandoned lot that had old backstops, he began to work 

with neighbors to organize an official Little League.  “I had no doubt that God wanted me 

to play baseball with the kids of Cabrini-Green,” says Muzikowski. “They were, after all, 

my neighbors.”  He has worked to get three Little Leagues going, and in each of these 

places the renovated baseball parks have become vital centers for youth sports, and social 

hubs as well.  Muzikowski shuns the label of social reformer, and believes he is simply 

trying to be a good neighbor, following the instruction of Jesus to love your neighbor as 

yourself. 
 



God’s light is reflected in book clubs. Back in 2001, a band of 12 mothers in the San 

Francisco Bay area founded a book club for themselves and their daughters.  The mother-

daughter book club took off, with the purpose of instilling in girls a love of literature, and 

it is still going strong today.  The club gathers for meals, for relationship-building and for 

conversation about social and ethical questions.  There are a number of professing 

Christians in the book club, but religion is not the point.  “There’s still a value in the 

printed page,” says one of the mothers, “still a value in friendship where you see each 

other face to face.  And there’s still a value of getting together and dialoguing on 

contemporary issues.” 
 

None of these followers of Jesus is trying to be a star. Instead, they are acting more like 

moons, reflecting light to others.  They have put on their Visibility Cloaks and are now 

shining in a Texas prison, in a Chicago housing project, and in a San Francisco book 

club. 
 

Remember: Invisible, bad. Visible, good.  Each of us has been created by God for a life 

of visibility, “created in Christ Jesus for good works,” wherever we live and work and 

play.  So don’t hide. Don’t disappear. Don’t vanish into darkness. 
 

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus, and reflect the light of God to others. 
 

Many people in the world today are hoping for and planning to go to heaven by their own 

efforts to live a good life.  Ephesians 2:1-10 is a primary biblical text on this subject, and 

it can be summarized in only two points. 
 

1. We Are Not Saved By Doing Good Works.  Without Christ we are dead in our 

transgressions and sins, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature.  But God’s 

rich mercy made us alive by His grace.  We have been raised up with Christ and 

seated in heavenly places, so that in the future we’ll experience the incomparable 

wealth of heaven.  And it is all by grace, not by works. 
 

2. We Are Saved To Do Good Works.  Having been saved by grace, we are God’s 

workmanship, designed to do those good works that God prepared in advance for 

us to do.  We are not saved by doing good works; we are saved to do good works! 
 

Without Christ we were foolish, living in pleasure, passion, malice, and hatred.  But the 

kindness and love of God our Father appeared, and He saved us, not by works that we 

have done but according to His mercy.  He saved us that those of us who have trusted in 

God may be careful to devote ourselves to doing good works.  Good works prove our 

faith and let our light shine before men, that our Father might be glorified.   
 

If you aren’t reaching out to serve others, something is really wrong.  Faith without 

works is dead.  It’s a very simple self-test of faith to ask, what have I done this past week 

for someone else as my service to God? 
 



The purpose of good works is not to impress other people with how good we are.  It’s not 

to bring glory to ourselves.  In Matthew 5:16, Jesus said, “In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

in heaven.” This points to one of the sneakiest sins of good religious people.  We love 

doing good works so that we get the glory.  We want the world to approve of us, to think 

we’re so nice.  The world doesn’t need us for who we are.  The world need us to point 

them to Jesus Christ, and do everything we can to help them see him, and then get out of 

the way.  And if we don’t have that straight then we are stealing the glory due to God for 

ourselves, and that’s wrong. 
 

To be useful for God in good works we need to cleanse ourselves of all sorts of unworthy 

things. If we let our calendars get filled up with unimportant things then there will be no 

time left for God.  If we let our heart get filled up with longings for things that really 

don’t matter or that pull us down spiritually, we won’t even notice God’s opportunities.  

To be useful for God in doing good works, we need to organize our lives around serving 

him.  That’s basic discipleship. And that’s what we’re here for.  Our congregation’s 

mission statement is Making Christian Disciples. 
 

And that’s hard to do. There are so many demands on our time, so many temptations and 

distractions.  In Hebrews 10:24 and 25  the writer writes, “And let us consider how to 

provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.” It’s our job to encourage, to provoke one another to do good works. 
 

And this is a point where the United Methodists have a wonderful heritage.  The early 

Methodists would meet together weekly to hold each other accountable, to work together 

to become true disciples of Jesus Christ, to help each other grow in faithfulness.  My 

challenge for you today is to go and do likewise… 
 

Amen  


