
Sermon 01-24-2021 

“Promoting Christ - these days?” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Ephesians 2:8-10 
 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9 not the 

result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 

1) 

As a Christian you need to have tough skin these days. Especially when you scroll through online newsfeeds or 

through social media, you can find headlines that can deeply provoke you. 

Some critique is justified and I think it is always good when you can tolerate being challenged for what you believe 

and do. But I have to say, there are statements out there about the Christian faith that are not acceptable – some of 

them, it seems, are only there to provoke:  

Just because you see a man carrying a cross while he storms the US capitol building does not mean that Christians 

launched a crusade against congress! And yet, you see such headlines. Of course it is justified to critically ask what 

that man’s thought process was in doing such a thing, but to turn this into a statement that reflects on what a 

Christian is – that to me is sheer provocation. 

 

I’m so tired of prejudiced compartmentalizations like that. I’m so tired of hearing statements like “the evangelical 

right always votes Republican without even thinking about it.” Do you know how many evangelicals I know that 

don’t vote Republican? “Catholics are all ignorant about diversity”, “liberal Christians are all out of touch with their 

roots”, and “Methodists believe whatever they want.”  

 There are so many negative and wrongful categorizations about Christian expressions out there. 

  

How do you promote life with Christ when living with Christ comes under such scrutiny? Christ asked us to 

promote life with him. He sent us into the world to invite the world to follow him – not to live quietly and keeping 

him as a secret. 

 

How can you be passionate, confident, and infectious about your faith in Christ? How can you be invitational about 

your faith when there is so much controversy about what a Christian is?  

 

2) 

Our reading from today has given a great way of describing a Christian (paraphrasing): 

A Christian has been saved by grace through faith, not by one’s own doing. It’s a gift to be a Christian. A Christian 

is made, created, for good works that God prepared to be our way of life… 

Isn’t that a much better way to explain what a Christian is? Doesn’t this definition supersede all those attempts to put 

a Christian into a labeled drawer of a political or societal inclination?  

 

I know, we all know that, yes, sure, there are Christians that fit into a stereotype that is portrayed in negative ways. 

Sure there are Christians who are poor examples of the grace that Christ offers.  

Sometimes I am such a poor example, sometimes I fit a bad stereotype, a negative cliché, or a provocative satire of 

Christian. I’m on a journey. We all are, we are invited to grow, to grow more into the likeness of Jesus who made us 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 

Let’s take a look again at today’s reading… Truth be told, there is no unity in understanding the beginning of today’s 

reading – it can be translated in different ways. Is it “by grace you have been saved through faith,” or is it “by grace 

you have been saved through his faithfulness”? It changes the meaning significantly - but I don’t want to lament 

about that - I rather move on and find that the next part is much easier to understand: 

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God  

Being a Christian is not a status that we achieve or earn and carry like a chip on our shoulder. Being a Christian is 

buying into something that someone else did for us.  



We do not make ourselves into a Christian. We are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

 

Even the good deeds that we accomplish are not our own invention, God prepared them for us. Isn’t that a lifestyle 

and a creation worth sharing? 

 

3.1) 

God is inviting everyone to be such a creation. God desires for everyone to be created for good deeds. Good deeds – 

not destructive deeds, not divisive deeds, not harmful deeds – good deeds, deeds that build one another up.  

 

When we follow the description of a Christian that is set out here, it doesn’t become so challenging anymore to 

promote this kind of life. 

 

Yes, when I look at the way how being a Christian is portrayed in some media outlets or social media posts, it’s hard 

to imagine that I would want to invite anyone to be part of such a group. 

 

But when I look at the image of a Christian as someone who is created in Christ for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand to be our way of life – not so challenging anymore! 

 

When have you promoted life with Christ to someone the last time? Few people turn down an honest invitation to 

participate in doing good works – even an agnostic or highly critical person can eventually appreciate participating 

in a group effort of good works. 

 

3.2) 

I know there are more challenges to promoting Christ these days. One of the greatest challenges for many Christians 

today I have found is the element of judgment.  

- “How can I promote a faith that threatens everyone who doesn’t believe to go to hell or be punished?”  

- “Why should I promote life with Christ to someone of a different religion?” 

 

Those are fair and justified questions but do you see that they have a mean power to them? They can distract and 

numb us from appreciating that we are…created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 

to be our way of life. 

 

If mere questions numb us from promoting a life of good works, it doesn’t mean that there is something wrong with 

the questions – there is something wrong with the way how we deal with those questions!  

What questions keep you from promoting a wonderful life with Christ? I’m sure there are other questions and other 

obstacles. I’m not saying you should ignore them, but don’t let them control your life with Christ and your witness 

for life with Christ. 

 

So let me give you that other question again that I asked you earlier. It can easily be mistaken for a judgmental 

question, but that’s not my intention: 

When have you promoted Christ the last time?  

 

I know this question bears a challenge also. Let this question bother you – let it bother you in a way to find Christ in 

it. Be bothered by this question in a way that it doesn’t numb you but propel you to live and promote life with Christ. 

 

This pandemic and the challenges of our days create so many new opportunities to invite persons to partner in good 

works. Use such opportunities, pray for them, enjoy them – God has already prepared them for you. Amen. 


