
Sermon 01-22f-2022 

“One Has to Know One’s Enemies…” – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Matthew 5: 43-48 

 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his 

sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who 

love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers 

and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

It was the year after graduating from ‘high school’ in Germany. I had to do a year-long civil service that was not 

overly demanding. I loved the newfound freedom: Being able to spend evenings with friends and go out to our 

favorite bars (in Germany that’s normal!). I had my call-into-ministry experience just two years prior and all of 

my friends new that “Markus would go to seminary and be a pastor someday” – they got a kick out of it. 

One night I went to a bar with one of my good friends Ralf. As we walked in we recognized some guys 

that graduated from a different high school in our town. So we walked up to their table and sat down with them. 

One of them looked rather curious: He was wearing a very dark long trench coat, big boots, and a bone was tied 

into his beard. I think there also was a large feather attached to his outfit. I remembered that I had seen him 

before but I didn’t know anything about him – other than that he’d usually dress in this impressive and 

intimidating way. My friend Ralf, though, knew a bit more about him and with a smirk on his face he 

introduced us. “Hey Sense, this is my friend Markus, he is going to be a pastor.” Sense looked up with a stern 

facial expression and I want to say with a bit of an eye-roll. He looked at his friends, they all seemed to be 

excited about what was going to happen next. Sense paused and then said: “O well, one has to know one’s 

enemies” and proceeded to offer me his hand for a handshake. 

 

Unfortunately I don’t remember anything about the rest of the evening (was the beer so good that night?). I 

never got to find out why Sense considered me his enemy – he obviously was not a friend of the church but I 

don’t know if he was an atheist, an agnostic, or maybe involved in an alternative religion. The important thing 

to me is that he was willing to honestly call me his enemy – instead of just leaving it at an eye roll or talking 

bad about me behind my back.  

 

We are three weeks into a sermon series on “Love.Your.Enemies.” You have heard me say this several times 

now: 

 

Seeing someone as an enemy is not the problem! The problem is when we don’t love our enemy. 

 

“Love your enemies." We can’t really do that if we don’t know who our enemies are, can we? I don’t want to 

promote that you walk around and call people you struggle with enemies. What I do want to promote is that we 

take a fresh look at the very divisive culture in which we live. We are so divided and in some cases we are even 

beginning to realize: ‘Wait a minute, I feel contempt for people who think, vote, believe and live differently.’ 

Sometimes it seems to me that it is just “social make up” that we don’t call each other enemies! If we’re willing 

to listen to Jesus, I believe we have a chance to shift gears and make the radical move from contempt to 

authentic love.  

 

Now, I didn’t feel that there was contempt between Sense and me when we met in that bar almost 30 years ago. 

But as I reflect about it, it was ok for him to call me his enemy – I probably could have said the same thing 

about him. Ideologically we probably qualified very well to be enemies of each other: I believe that the church 

and God’s revelation in Jesus Christ is the best thing that has ever happened to humanity while Sense would 

probably argue the polar opposite. And you know what: that’s ok! The important thing is what comes next. 

Back then, the church I attended was not in the midst of a sermon series on ‘love your enemies’ and I don’t 

know if that was on my mind that night. Today it is! And today I want to ask you: 



What changes when you love your enemy and why should you do it? 
 

Why should anyone in their right mind care, let alone love, those that are diametrically opposed to what you 

believe is right? What’s the purpose? Here is the answer in Jesus’ own words: 
 

…“so that you may be children of your Father in heaven” – Matthew 5:45a 

 

In this we realize: to love one’s enemies is a specific instruction given to people who desire to be in relationship 

with God thru Jesus Christ. If we do it, if we do love our enemies, we live more the way God wants every 

person to live and that is Jesus’ great hope for mankind. He wants the human family to be restored to what we 

were meant to be from the beginning: people who live in loving relationship with each other and with God. We 

don’t have that in our current world, but it’s what God wants to accomplish. 

 

If we give it a try, a try sustained by our faith in God, we make this earth to be a little bit more like heaven – we 

truly live as “children of our heavenly Father.” 

 

Why should we love our enemies? What changes? Everything! 

 

Jesus ends his speech on love for our enemies with a pretty surprising statement: 

 
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. – V 48 

This may seem unattainable – completely out of league to achieve. If Jesus wouldn’t have said it we might even 

consider it blasphemy: who can dare to say ‘I’m perfect like God is’?!! 

 

But it shows us what life on this planet is supposed to look like. Jesus wants us to model the perfect love of God 

to others. Jesus compares this love to a father, a parent. Most moms and dads do not easily give up on their 

child, even if they child is super rebellious. God is a perfect parent, he never gives up on his children, even 

when they are giving up on him and don’t want to be called “children of the heavenly Father!”  

God models perfect parental love to us, and he wants us to love our neighbor and our enemies in that 

same way. Jesus says: imitate this perfection. Don’t just rejoice in the fact that God is merciful and patient, do it 

like him. 

 

As it goes with perfection, it’s hard to achieve. I myself am not perfect in my love (yet?), but I find it super 

motivating that Jesus asks me to attain it. 

 

That’s how loving our enemies is successful. Friends, I completely understand that we are dealing with an 

instruction that is very, very hard. We haven’t even started to talk yet about those types of enemies who abuse 

us or take advantage of our kindness – we will do that later in February. For today let’s close with the 

encouragement of Christ to live our lives in a different way. 

 

Attaining to model the perfect love of God always, always leads to a lifestyle that stands out because it is so 

very counter cultural. That’s what Jesus wants, don’t be like the world and the society around you, be more like 

God – he knows we aren’t gods and have natural and unnatural limitations. And yet, he trusts his goodness 

within us to tell us to do this impossible thing: to love our enemies and to pray even for those who persecute us.  

 

I don’t know what the root of Sense’s suspiciousness and hostility toward God’s church was 30 years ago. 

Maybe he saw one too many people who claimed to be followers of Jesus but weren’t showing any evidence of 

trying to model the perfect love of God. That’s a criticism I hear a lot these days. For today I just want to leave 

it at saying: Don’t you get lost in the failure of others, it’s out of your control – worry about what you can do to 

follow Christ’s invitation to model God’s perfect love. 

 

May God bless you for it, very richly. Amen. 


