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Our Sanctuary looked so beautiful during Christmas Eve tapings and recordings of 

Festival of Carols that it made staff realize how meaningful it was for people to be in 

this wonderful space.  Do you miss walking in the doors of First Church?   Starting 

January 4th we will make the sanctuary available for prayer and quiet time for anyone 

that wants to come in.  The space will be available Monday and Tuesday afternoons 

(1pm-4:30pm), and Tuesday and Wednesday mornings (8:30am-noon).  Since it is 

such a large space, you do not need to make reservations. When you arrive please go 

to the entrance under the canopy and ring the doorbell.  

 

January Memory Verse: 
 

Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am 

your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you,  I will uphold 
you with my victorious right hand.   

                Isaiah 41:10 

 

 

THANK YOU FROM SCRIP 
 

This has been an interesting year for the SCRIP program and we want to take 

a moment to send a great big THANK YOU to those who have continued to 

support the church with their purchases.  Our methods of ‘honking at the door’ 

may have been unorthodox, but it worked!  Thanks to you sales for the year 

are only down about 25% and the Scrip program will be able to support the 

church with $7,500 for 2020.  It truly is remarkable to see how a little extra 

effort can make things work out.  Please continue to support the SCRIP 

program by calling or emailing in your orders at any time.   

Amy and Lynn are here to help with your purchasing! 

 

YEARLY SCRIPTURE 

CARDS 
 

Stop by the church on 

Sunday, January 10th to 

choose your Yearly 

Scripture Card. We will 

be offering many to pick 

from on January 10th 

from 10:00am-11:00am 

at a Drive-Thru Prayer. 

Stop by for a prayer, to 

say ‘Hello’ and pick a 

scripture card. Hope to 

see you there! 

For February 
newsletter 

All articles are due by  
JANUARY 15TH  
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Pastor Ponderings January 2021 
 

What’s new in 2021? 

 
There are so many things we can never know about a new year. Just think about last year 

January, how the coronavirus was still a distant epidemic and nobody knew how it’s going to 

play out. This is still true this year – we don’t know how things are going to play out, that’s 

why it is so great to live life along-side a God who is sovereign.  

 

Many things will have to be figured out: Our church council will discuss steps about going 

back to in person church services at our meeting this month which is an exciting process. For 

the first half of 2021 we also do ministry without a Pastor of Discipleship. I am grateful for 

the way people in the adult Christian education area have stepped up and are committed to 

leading our program strongly. Cynthia Whitely has agreed to take on the position of 

coordinator for Christian education questions which I am so thankful for. We will see some 

new and familiar faces that will greet us in the preaching and teaching ministry for the next 6 

months, and our visitation pastor, Pastor Dave, continues to be a godsend. We have not been 

able to fill the position of Music Director so far, only a few applications have come in that did 

not come to fruition. That’s why I give thanks for the continued presence of PJ Uhazie and 

Jack Murphy who have been such a great help in stepping up since Bob retired and serve as 

our interim Music Directors together. We also have much to thank for the presence of Jack’s 

brother Michael who has been invaluable in the area of technology and recording.  

 

While I definitely expect many challenges for us to figure out, I do look at the above 

paragraph and can only be grateful for all the blessings that God has provided to us as a 

church. As we count our blessings we want to make sure to remember that God is also 

counting on us! We have a story to tell and a task to fulfill. Our freshly renovated church 

building is waiting eagerly to be used and to be a blessing to many people in our community. 

It is my prayer that as we start using our building again this year, we will do so with the intent 

to be in ministry for and with our surrounding community. 

 

Thank you for partnering in this holy task. 
 

 

Truly yours,  

 
Pastor Markus 

 

 

                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2021 WOMEN'S RETREAT 

 

Due to the continued intensity of the virus, 

the Women's Retreat Leadership Team has 

decided to postpone our 2021 Women's 

Retreat to 2022. We will miss being 

together, but are excited for what our 2022 

retreat will bring. 

Church Records 

 

Deaths: 
 11/23/2020 Patricia Danford 

 11/24/2020 Ilene Chamberlain 

12/05/2020 Janette Timm 

 12/10/2020 John Landis 

 12/12/2020 Hazel Donnelly 
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For January we are still planning to do online only services but the Church Council will 

meet this month to discern steps to return to in-person services. We will continue our 

Wednesday Night Live devotion at 6:00pm each week, it is also available as a recording on 

our website and Facebook page for one week. 

Our theme for the weeks leading up to Lent in February is “how to focus.” 

 

            

      

 

How to Focus in 2021? 

 

 

 

 
January 3 Communion, Pastor Carrie preaching 

Text:  Ecclesiastes 3:9-15 

Theme:  Same Old or New Same 

 

January 10 

Text:  Luke 10:1-8 

Theme:  The difference between doing something FOR someone vs. doing something 

 WITH someone. 

  

January 17  

Text:  1 Corinthians 1:10 & Revelation 7:9  

Theme:  ‘In this together’ despite all our differences? 

 

January 24 Possible Worship On Wheels (dependent on the weather) 

Text:  Maybe Ephesians 2:8-10 

Theme:  Why Evangelism Is so Scary 

 

January 31 

Text:  Proverbs 14:31 & James 1:27  

Theme: Marginality 

 
 
    

Preaching Plan
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A large number of people have been using the Blessing Box under the portico entrance by 

Asbury Lounge and we need help keeping it filled with food and other items for those in our 

area. Food items are being taken quickly- we have many people in need in our community that 

utilize our Blessing Box.  

 

Food items needed: cans with lift off lids such as Vienna sausages, Chef Boyardee, spaghetti, 

soups, also tuna pouches, small single serving fruit and pudding, small cereal boxes, granola 

bars, snack crackers. Other items needed: small bottles of detergent, hats, socks, gloves, 

scarves, toothbrush/toothpaste (put in plastic baggie), hand soap/washcloth (put in plastic 

baggie), hand/feet warmers, and masks.  

 

Put yourself in a homeless person’s position, what would you need to survive? Drop off all 

items at church. If you are unable to shop, consider giving a monetary donation. Please help the 

Mission Team keep the Blessing Box full for all God’s people! 

 

The Freedom Center Food Pantry is a local organization, located right next to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. This 

year the church decided to use part of our Christmas offering to make a monetary donation to their 

organization. Since the pandemic began in March, the pantry has been able to provide over 6,000 boxes of 

food to families and individuals in our community. The pantry is currently providing drive-thru pick up and 

gives out about 200 boxes each week, or 300 boxes the week before Thanksgiving. The pantry receives an 

abundance of fresh produce and will deliver the produce, along with some other items, to a local trailer 

park where there is a need. About 86 boxes a week have been delivered to the trailer park. The pantry has 

also started a partnership with the American Hmong Society and will deliver food to them as well.  With 

all that has been going on with the pandemic, food insecurity is more of an issue than ever. That is why we 

decided to donate to the Freedom Center Food Pantry this year. 

  

Pictured:  

Elizabeth Bloedow, Jo Vandermause (Director), and Mary Ann Wepfer 

 

Pictured: Joy Johnson, Ruth Henschel, Doug Johnson,  

Steve Miller (Salvation Army), and Steve Slocum pictured as 

a check was presented to the Salvation Army Food Pantry.  
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Hello Families! 
 
Happy New Year! I cannot believe we are starting a brand new year!  2020 was one for the books, and 
now that it is over we can reflect on the lessons we learned.  What was your biggest lesson learned this 
year? I will be reflecting on that question a lot this year.  
I wish you and your families a healthy and happy 2021!  
 
God’s blessings, 
Ms. Christine 
 

Join Us in Our New Classroom! 
 

We have a new classroom! Google classroom is now the online home for all things FUMC Kidz! We are so 
happy to be able to post our recorded Sunday School classes, upload all of the materials your children 
needs for the class, and to be able to offer a live Kidz Konnection through Google Meet all in one spot.  
Please don’t forget to fill out the attendance when your child views a class! Please contact Ms. Christine if 
you have any questions on how to access any of our content.  

  

LIVE! 
 

We have missed you so much and thought it would be a great start to 2021 to do classes online! Live! 
Beginning January 13th, Ms. Louise and Ms. Christine will do a 30 minute Google Meet class on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:00-6:30! We are so excited to see everyone and catch up with you. More information and 
an invitation will be sent to your parents on how to join the class!  We can’t wait to see you! 
 

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2021 
 

As of this writing we do not know everything this New Year will hold for us. What 
will be normal? When can we return to normal church and Sunday School? We do 
know a few things.  Our Wednesday evening kidz programming will not meet in 
person for the rest of the school year.  We will not host a Biblical Village in 2021.  
Last, but not least, we are planning on having a VBS program in July!  Dates will be 
announced in the February newsletter. While we are hoping to go back to a 
“normal” program, we know that there might need to be changes made. We will 
keep you posted in our newsletter and Facebook page.  Stay tuned…. 
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When our church discontinued in-person services in October 2020, this also went into effect for the Congolese 

Living Water Congregation that meets in our building. This has been very hard for them – culturally they are not 

as accustomed to utilize drive-in services or drive-through ministries as alternative options, the same is true for 

online church services. We are pleased to let you know that for as long as we do not have in-person services 

here at First Church the Congolese have found a new temporary home at the Neenah Family Church, a United 

Methodist congregation. The Family Church has not been meeting in person since March of 2020 and were 

willing to let the Living Water church use their space on Sunday afternoons.  

We wanted to let you know that we are still committed to our relationship with the Living Water Church. We 

have instituted a wonderful liaison program and our Church council has also agreed to start supporting them 

financially in 2021. As a United Methodist church new-start, the Congolese Living Water church receives the 

bulk of their support through the annual and general conference. In addition to that the Oshkosh First UMC has 

so far been the main local support and we are pleased to partner with them in 2021. We have allotted $5,000 in 

support for 2021.  

It is a wonderful opportunity for us at First Church to be involved in the ministry to and with refugees. We help 

them on their journey of making the Fox Valley a new safe home for them and we help them on their journey of 

Christian discipleship. At the same time it has been enriching for us to learn from them, their culture and their 

relationship with God. 

If you are interested in being part of our church’s liaison ministry group, please contact the church office and let 

us know. 

Where are the Congolese? 

 

On January 1st  Pastor Liz starts her new appointment in Columbus and Fall River. We are excited for those two 

congregations to have her as a pastor. But what about us? How will we manage without the position? 

While there was a realistic chance that we would receive a new pastor by January, we did receive word in late 

November that the cabinet would rather wait until the summer of 2021 to assign a new Pastor of Discipleship to our 

church. Our church’s Staff Parish Relations Committee has been in close communication with our District 

Superintendent about the gifts and qualities that we seek in a new pastor.  

In the meantime we will have to manage to bridge these six months successfully. Together with Pastor Liz we have 

taken a close look at the key responsibilities of her job and have assigned some of them to members in our church. We 

also want to continue to have at least one sermon per month delivered by another pastor or staff member. Pastor 

Markus’s wife, Pastor Carrie, will be on our church’s preaching plan and so will other area pastors and staff members. 

While these six months will have challenges we also believe that there are opportunities for us to step up and embrace 

this challenge together in finding new ways for ministry.  

(Or, as Pastor Markus said it in previous communiques: Let’s all cut our staff some slack the next half year as more 

duties will pile up on their plates.) 

 

NOW WHAT? - Managing Six Months without a Pastor of Discipleship! 
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PLANNING AHEAD, LIVING WELL 

 

It is a new year, a fresh start, and a great opportunity to consider what is most important to us- and the people that we love.  

 

Have you considered how you want to live your life to the very end? What will be your legacy? What matters most to you? 

(And do the people that are most important to you know this too?) 

 

Having conversations about values and wishes are especially important, and we know it can be difficult. Here are some 

questions you could use to start the conversation with others. You will be amazed at what you will learn by asking someone 

you care about one of these questions-- and thinking about your own answers to them, as well. 

1. Who are the most important people in your life?  

2. What brings you the greatest joy in life? 

3. What brings you strength or makes you feel strong? 

4. What gives meaning to your life? What makes your life fulfilling? 

5. Are there any cultural, religious, or family traditions that are important to you? 

6. How would you like to be remembered? 

7. Have you completed an Advance Directive for Health Care that details your specific wishes for health care if you 

have a health crisis or are at the end of your life? 

 

Ongoing and meaningful conversations like these will bring comfort to you and your loved ones. The Fox Valley Advance 

Care Planning Partnership has free tools and support available to you, including virtual games and free in-person (and 

virtual) help with completing Advance Directives for Health Care for individuals and families. Contact Ellen Koski, 

Executive Directive of the Partnership, at (920) 997-8412 or visit www.FVACPP.org to learn more or contact church 

member Cynthia Whitely for support. 

On December 18-20, First Church hosted a Drive Thru Live Nativity. The church parking lot was transformed 

into Bethlehem! A special thank you to John Franciosi for building the Crèche. Thank you to our wonderful 

church staff spearheaded by Director of Children’s Ministries, Christine Ladewig for their leadership. Thank you 

to the over 60 volunteers who shared their time and talents to bring the Christmas Story alive!  Thank you to 

Animal Haven Zoo for the use of their animals and thank you to everyone who attended. The community turnout 

was amazing!  We were blessed to have 435 vehicles with over 1150 attendees. Our collection for St. Joseph’s 

Food Program will be such a blessing to those in need, as well as a donation check for $1713.90.  What a great 

way to finish 2020! 

 

http://www.fvacpp.org/
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We at First Church will certainly miss Tom Weinfurter who is 

retiring as Building and Technology Manager.  His leadership and 

dedication were obvious in all he did.  Tom was unflappable and one 

of the best! 

My best memories of Tom will be these last 3 ½ years as we worked 

side by side on the Capital Campaign. Tom was the lead on this 

Campaign.  He vetted the contractors and worked hand in hand with 

the project manager and the subcontractors. Yet, I could go to him 

anytime, in person or by email, and he would take the time to walk 

me through the current project. We had almost weekly talks about the 

progress of the Campaign and what would be coming up next on the 

docket.  I truly believe we have this beautiful newly renovated 

Church because of him.  Between the Trustees and myself there was 

no way we could have done all the things that Tom accomplished. 

I will miss talking to him each Monday morning. He has become an 

integral part of my life.  But I am so happy that he and Terry will be 

spending more fun times together.  Enjoy! 

~Mary Ann Wepfer 

 

New beginnings, this is how many of us view the start of the new year.  We look back in 

the rearview mirror at the past year with anticipation that the new year will bring us new 

hope, peace, love and joy.  I think we can all say we are looking forward to a new 

year/new start.  This past year abruptly changed our lives in so many ways.  The stay at 

home order, virtual learning/working,  not being able to go about our regular routines of 

church, activities, traveling, visiting friends and so on.  I try to look at the positives that 

we have gained over this past year.   Many of us learned new ways to communicate with 

friends and family, gather for church, work/school, and the list goes on.  It was also a 

way for us to slow down, focus on family, be creative, get outdoors to enjoy nature and 

God’s creation.  Isaiah 40:30-31 states: “even youths grow tired and weary, and young 

men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  They 

will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 

be faint.”   May this new year provide each of you strength in your faith knowing that 

God is always with you.    

~ Polly Elrod, Befriender 
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Wednesday Book Study 

“Unafraid: Living with Courage  

and Hope in Uncertain Times” 
 

Starting January 6th 
 

11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Facilitated by: Cynthia Whitely 

Via Zoom 

 

 

Hands-On 

Opportunities 

 

January 21st 

 

Helping: 

Pillars 

 

 

 

Sunday Bible Study 

“Read Through the Bible in a Year” 
 

Continuing January 3rd 
 

10:00 a.m. 

Led by Wendy Anzelmo 

Via Zoom 
Men’s Thursday  

Noon Study 

“Be Strong…” 

Study on the Book of Joshua 
 

Continuing January 7th 
 

Noon – 12:45 p.m. 

Led by Pastor Markus  

Via Zoom 

Tuesday Study Group 

“The Screwtape Letters” 
 

Starting January 5th 
 

1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m. 

Various Facilitators 

Via Zoom 

    

Study Details: 
All Classes are online.  

Please sign up by contacting the office at 

920-734-2677 or office@appfumc.org 

We ask that all participants purchase their own books at this time. 

 

Sunday Bible Study - “Read Through the Bible in a Year” 
This easy to follow study allows for connections between the Old 

and New Testament while enjoying reading the Bible with a group! 

 

Women of the Word - “Better: A Study of Hebrews” 

In this 10-week verse-by-verse study of the Book of Hebrews, Jen 

Wilkin explores how God “provided something better for us” in the 

person of Jesus Christ (Heb. 11:40). Through stories of Old 

Testament heroes and practices, the author of Hebrews demonstrates 

how the new covenant is superior to the old and how Jesus Christ is 

the fulfillment of every promise.  

 

Tuesday Book Study - “The Screwtape Letters” 

In this novel written by C.S. Lewis, readers are entertained with 

religious satire that portrays human and foibles from the vantage 

point of Screwtape, a highly placed assistant to "Our Father Below."  

 

Wednesday Study - “Unafraid” 

In this book, Adam Hamilton, reads learn how to flourish as a 

beacon of hope and serenity in an anxious age by embracing Jesus' 

recurring advice: "Do not be afraid.” Let’s live courageously!  

 

Thursday Noon Studies - Men’s and Women’s 

The Biblical book of Joshua teaches how to be strong in many 

senses of the word. Men will be continuing their study of Joshua 

while Women begin the study. 

 

Hands-On Opportunities 

Join us to help our homeless population by providing a meal. We 

will be making and serving a meal.  

Women of the Word 

“Better: A Study of Hebrews” 
 

Starting January 4th 
 

Mondays 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Facilitated by: Sue Stehula 

Via Zoom 

 

 

Women’s Thursday  

Noon Study 

“Be Strong…” 

Study on the Book of Joshua 
 

Continuing January 7th 
 

1:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 

Led by Pastor Markus  

Via Zoom 
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The year 2020 has been one of the most challenging years in our lifetime. Covid-19 has given us all an opportunity, for 

better or worse, to take a step back and reexamine what we deem essential, what we deem important, and what we deem 

life-giving. The past nine months, have given all of us moments of frustration, fear, and disappointment. The season of 

Advent, the four weeks leading up to the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ has filled our hearts with Love, Peace, Hope, 

and Joy. We have received a great reminder that through all of our trials, and there have been many in 2020, we have 

Hope that our future will be better.    

As we begin 2021, we will continue to reimagine Youth Ministry, and continue to offer, what we hope are opportunities 

that will help our Youth experience God in new and life-changing ways.  As the active cases of Covid-19 continue to drop 

in the Fox Valley, we are hopeful that we will be able to offer in-person Youth Ministry activities at some point in 

January.  We can look back on the month of September when we offered In-Person Youth Group, and the excitement 

amongst our Youth as that offered a bit of normalcy in a very uncertain time.   

         

  

In February our Youth will be given the opportunity  

to plan and lead a Worship Service for the Congregation.   

Youth Sunday is scheduled for February 14.  With the  

uncertainty of returning to In-Person Worship, this service  

will most likely be a service of Youth recording parts and  

submitting them to be compiled in an online Worship 

experience.  Any and all Youth interested in being part of 

the service should contact me at bstahl@appfumc.org or 

920-840-5075.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will continue to meet 

in January via Zoom. We will offer two time options 6 pm 

and 7 pm. For the next three months we will engage our 

Youth with the Alpha Youth Curriculum.  Topics will 

include: Life: Is This It?, Jesus: Who Is He?, Cross: Why 

Did Jesus Die?, Faith: How Can I Have Faith?  Prayer: Why 

and How Do I Pray? and others. I hope that this curriculum 

will engage our Youth and help them grow in their faith. 

2021, will also see the return of our Youth Mission Trips. This 

year, we will offer a Middle School trip to Sisseton, South Dakota 

($450) and High School trips to Arecibo, Puerto Rico ($1100) and 

Denver, Colorado ($500). To date we have 37 participants with a 

total cost of $24,150. Covid-19 has halted all of our parking 

fundraisers which usually bring in about $4,500.00 to offset much 

of the costs for our Youth and Adult Leaders. We understand that 

serving in missions is not cheap. We, at First Church, want each 

Youth that has a desire to serve on a mission trip to have the 

opportunity to do so. We are looking for the Congregation’s help 

in helping to raise as much as we can to insure that all Youth 

interested in serving can.  We will be introducing a new and 

exciting fundraising opportunity in February. Please prayerfully 

consider how you can help.  

 

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
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2020 Budget Update as of November 30, 2020 

 

At this point in the year, the income for First Church exceeds our budgeted income by $38,775.   Expenses throughout the 

year also are down leaving us in a positive financial situation at this time.  Thank you for your generous donations 

throughout the year.  This year’s Christmas Eve offering will help support The Freedom Center food pantry and the 

Salvation Army food pantry.  We are truly blessed to have such a dedicated and faithful church community.  God Bless! 

 
Total Income            November $62,001                   Year to Date  $809,725 
Budgeted Income     November $58,400                   Year to Date  $770,950 
Total Expenses         November  $72,699                  Year to Date  $716,276 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP FOCUS 
 

Being Generous and Caring in These New Times  -  that is the theme of the 2020 Stewardship Campaign.   Last 

month you received a stewardship card in the mail.  At this time over 215 of you have returned your cards and for that 

we say THANK YOU!   Our goal is to receive over 300 cards so we are off to a great start.  The year 2021 may seem 

like a gigantic puzzle with many questions. Your pledges allow us to make a difference in the lives of children, youth 

and adults in our own faith community and throughout the world.  If you have not already done so, please prayerfully 

consider how generous you can be in giving from the heart; and return your card or call the church office with your 

2021 pledge.   

 

Thank you to Missions, Volunteers In Mission, Chancel, Concern & 

Action Ministry Teams, and the Kitchen Crew for decorating trees outside! 

Thank you to everyone who donated to 

the Festival of God’s Harvest 

collection- we donated 1,210 pounds of 

food to the Salvation Army Food Pantry 
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Ministers:         

   All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Mary Ann Wepfer  dwepfer@new.rr.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Steve Spangenberg  stevespangenberg142@gmail.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Interim Directors of Music Ministries: 

 PJ Uhazie PJUhazie@appfumc.org   

 Jack MurphyJMurphy@appfumc.org   
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Kelci Page Kelci.m.page@Lawrence.edu 
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com     
 

Building & Technology and Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Come worship with us! 

Weekend Worship will continue to be streamed on  

Vimeo found on our website appfumc.org  and on Facebook 

Every Wednesday evening at 6:00 p.m. –  

Devotion is livestreamed via ZOOM and on Facebook.  

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461    

Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail 

office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook –  

Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCAppleton 
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