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January Memory Verse: 
 
 

 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
       Romans 12:18 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 
 

 

 

All Church Leader Training 

 
Join us for an annual all-church leader training on Sunday, January 27th from 

11:30am – 1:30pm. Lunch will be served at 11:30am in Fellowship Hall.  

Please RSVP to the church office by January 24th and let us know if you need 

childcare – we would be happy to accommodate you.  

 

The main focus of this year’s training will be the upcoming General 

Conference of the United Methodist Church that will debate the 

denomination’s stand regarding homosexuality and the possible 

implications this may have for us here at First Church. 
 

As always the training is intended for everyone at First Church, not just those 

who serve in official leadership positions. We all have leadership roles assigned 

to us by God for the ministry of his church. Pastor Liz and I look forward to 

having you at the training.  ~ Pastor Markus 

 
 
 

Attention Families! 
A sweet addition to Wednesday Night Live is coming 

 

Starting in 2019 our WNL crew will be providing a Peanut Butter and Jelly 

option for the little friends of our Wednesday night meal. For the nights when 

you need an alternative meal option for your kids, please know this self-serve 

choice will be a possibility.  
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January 2019 Preaching Plan 

Why Can(’t) We Get Along? – Polarization  

and the Heart of Democracy 

 

January 5/6 – Communion, All-church Bible verse drawing 

Theme: Polarization is a worldly passion!  

Text: Titus 2:11-13 

 

January 12/13 – Pastor Liz preaching 

Theme: Understanding that we are all in this together 

Text: Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 

 

January 19/20  

Theme: Appreciating the value of ‘otherness’ 

Text: Luke 24:13-35 

 

January 26/27 – Youth service, all three weekend services 

Theme: How we can get along with each other 

Text: Micah 6:8 
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Pastor Ponderings January 2019 
 

“Why Can’t They Just Get Along?” 

 
I listened to a radio program recently where a guest spoke about the divisive political 

climate in Washington DC. She observed that many people lament this and ask out loud: 

“Why can’t they just get along and make good bi-partisan decisions?” Do you find 

yourself with this question also? Do you wish that your elected leaders collaborated more 

on important political issues? The guest on the radio program pointed out that when we 

make such statements we tend to mean: “Why can’t they just get along… AND MAKE 

DECISIONS THAT I WOULD PREFER?!” 

 

She noted that for politicians of opposite parties to get along always means negotiation 

with a lot of give and take and the outcome is rarely one that pleases everyone. Putting it 

personally: Of course I want our politicians to agree as long as they agree in a way that I 

want them to! Unfortunately, however, the democratic process does not always result in 

decisions I want. 

 

I’ve been reflecting about how true this is for an interpersonal level as well. I too find 

myself wanting to get along with all others. I too find myself lamenting: “Why can’t we 

just get along?” – but if I’m honest I have to admit that in most cases I desire to get along 

with others so long as we go the direction that I deem right! What does it take for you to 

get along with someone you sharply disagree with? Can you get along with someone 

even if you can’t find a compromise? And what would that look like?  

 

We live in a world full of “others,” which means that life on earth is by default a 

life confronted with the task to figure out how to get along. But it is unreasonable 

to assume that getting along means finding agreement on everything and that’s 

why we have to figure out how to get along without always finding agreement. 

 

 
-continued on p. 3- Ponderings 

                                          

 

 
 
 
  

“Why Can(’t) We Get Along? – Polarization and 

the Heart of Democracy” – it’s an intriguing title 

for a message series. It is intriguing, it is also 

timely, and it is important; so important that we felt 

we have to designate an appropriate time for us to 

hear God’s Word on this subject: For 9 weeks we 

will explore this subject until we move into the 

season of Lent. I have great hopes that God will 

convict us, convince us and teach us to move closer 

together as we walk our life-paths alongside each 

other. The youth will help us too in January to 

explore this subject as we again have the youth lead 

us in worship on the last weekend of the month. 

May God encounter us profoundly as we start the 

new year with such an important message series. 
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year!  

The time where we seemingly start fresh.  

Some of us make goals.  Some of us laugh 

at the thought of adding more to our plates.  

Some of us look for ways to have better 

self-care.  

What can the New Year look like in 

regards to our faith?  Does it mean keeping 

your routine another year?  Does it mean 

adding a class?  Does it mean opening your 

Bible once a day?  What does this look like 

to you?   

We are all different and that means that our 

faith will look different from others.  For 

some, making a fresh step individually is 

what is needed.  For others, group study 

and/or accountability is best. 

I want to encourage you, in whatever form 

you choose, to be intentional about growing 

your faith in 2019. 

 

With God’s love, 

 
 
 

Pastor Liz 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date: 

New Member Oceans Class 

February 2, 2019 

Asbury Lounge 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

Church Records 
 

 

 

 

 

Baptisms: 
 12-9-2018  

 David Matthew, son of Matthew and Melanie Clarke 

12-30-2018 

  Maren Marie, daughter of Timothy and Heather Zoromski  
Deaths:  

 11-28-2018 

  Terry Paschen  

 

 

Ponderings cont’d from p. 2 – 

 
 

Through Jesus, God invited us to see others not just as others, but as 

something more: neighbors! That doesn’t necessarily make every 

other person your friend, but it does make every other person 

someone in whom you can find God as their creator. As a Christian 

you are invited and tasked by God to live out this complicated 

principle. You are invited to see those that are even ‘most other’ 

from you as neighbors that deserve your mercy, your love and your 

care (Luke 10:25ff). When we display mercy, love and care for 

others we may notice that all of the sudden we have figured out 

how to get along with each other even if our differences may never 

cease. Please try it.  

 

Truly yours,  

 

Pastor Markus 

 

 

Advent Thank You 
 

To all the dedicated people who contributed to our 2019 Advent 

Devotional I want to express my deep gratitude and thankfulness. Your 

service in writing these devotions helped the people of First Church to 

walk a more meaningful way through the Advent season. A special 

thanks goes to Pastor Liz who again worked as the editor in chief, 

wrote two Sunday devotions and together with the help of Bob Butler 

put the Saturday hymn reviews together. Thank you also to Ria Hull 

who served as the proofreader and to Amy Concepción who sweat 

buckets getting the devotional to print correctly. 

~Pastor Markus 

 

ALL-CHURCH LEADER TRAINING ON SUNDAY, 

JANUARY 27TH
 FROM 11:30AM – 1:30PM. 
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Work on Capital Campaign Projects continue, with excellent progress towards completion.  The lower level classrooms, 

hallways and Youth Lounge are nearing completion.  The hallway walls and classrooms have been painted, new carpeting 

installed and new vinyl plank flooring has been completely installed in the hallways.  At this writing we are awaiting the 

arrival and installation of new oak finish doors, which are replacing the 1924 doors in the lower level.  The Board of 

Trustees encourages everyone to view the area and see how nice all of the areas look.  At the Board of Trustees meeting in 

December, the Trustees voted to get quotes for new commercial grade furniture for the Youth Lounge.  There will be more 

detail on the furniture project early next year.  The Sanctuary heating and air-conditioning controls are being installed and 

will be functional by the end of December.  New thermostats and steam control valves are being installed in all of the 

offices.  Work to replace all of the steam control valves and thermostats in the 1924 building will continue until all have 

been changed out.  Changing the hot water valves and new thermostats in the School Wing 1964 building will take place 

early in the spring of 2019.  Due to the complexity of making the changes in that area would require turning the boiler heat 

off for an extended period of time during the winter months, thus the decision to postpone until spring.  All of the heating 

and air-conditioning will be computer programmed and controlled.  There will be the ability to override the set 

temperatures if the need exists.  Several staff members will be trained on the computer zone controlled temperature and 

run times. 

The new main power panel and new service entering the building continues to be worked on.  Most of the wiring and 

installation of the new power panel has been completed.  Our electrical contractor, Eland and WE Energies are working on 

a convenient cut-over date.  The power to the building will most likely be interrupted for up to eight hours.  Preparation for 

the interruption is progressing with a Friday to be chosen for the switch-over. 

The Board of Trustees and members of the Capital Campaign, sincerely thank everyone for the financial support for all of 

the projects that have been completed, in process and those projects yet to be started. 

Board of Trustees 
 

 Capital Campaign Financial Update 

Total Pledged    $1,772,605 

Total Received  $1,364,439 

Total Spent        $1,255,945 
 

 

2018 Budget Update as of November 30th  
 

              Total Income       $746,989 

           Budgeted Income    $757,587 

             Total Expenses      $791,719 

 
For the month of November, contributions were $6,000 below budget – leaving total income for the year $10,000 below 

budget.  Expenses were high for November due to a few big budgeted costs.  We will hope for a strong December and 

generous Christmas giving to finish the year.     

Watch for your 2018 giving statement in your email (or mailed if you do not have an email on file with church) in mid-

January.  If you need to have any distribution changed or corrected, please contact Lynn in the church office and she can 

take care of it.  Thank you for all you have given throughout 2018 to make First Church a blessing to many. 

 

Capital Campaign  

Update 
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The Befrienders’ stated mission is “To be a friend . . . someone who listens, reassures, and 

attends to others when they are in need.”  Have you considered joining the First UMC 

Befrienders, but wonder whether you have the gifts or skills it takes to serve?  If so, ask 

yourself:  Have I sat with a friend and listened to her outpouring of grief?  Have I brought a 

meal to someone ill?  Have I seen a stranger who looked lonely and started a conversation, or 

taken time to visit with a shut-in?  Have I comforted someone struggling through a divorce or 

other difficult family situation by praying for and with them?    If you answered “yes” to any 

of these questions, you may indeed “have what it takes.”  It doesn’t take a perfect person, a 

trained counselor, a social butterfly, or a person with all the answers.  Rather, a Befriender is a 

person who believes in the power of Jesus Christ and the power of prayer.  A Befriender 

believes that caring for others is an essential part of the church.  He or she demonstrates that 

caring in tangible ways by visiting, praying, listening, or walking with someone through a hard 

time; in other words, by being a friend.  Please consider whether caring for others by being a 

Befriender is something you are being called to do.  The current Befrienders are listed in the 

Befriender Ministry bulletin.  Please feel free to approach them with any questions you have.  

Also, be assured that current Befrienders provide training, encouragement, and support to new 

recruits!     

 

Our Youth will be serving our church family, by baking 

cookies and sending care packages to our college students 

in February.  In order to make sure all of our college 

students who are away at school get care packages we 

need your help!  
 

We are looking for College Student addresses. If you are 

a college student or have a college student in your family, 

please send addresses to bstahl@appfumc.org by 

January 15th.                              

                                         

 

"War or Peace in Korea?" 
 

Wednesday, January 9th at 

6:00 p.m. in the Chapel. 

 

 
 

Join Pastor Markus for a pictorial presentation of 

his 10 day pilgrimage for peace to Korea. Learn 

about Korean culture, history, religion, plans for 

peace and re-unification. Sample some traditional 

Korean food (if you dare ) and gain appreciation 

for the unique setting of Christian faith in an 

Asian context.  

 

Thank you! 
 

The Mission Committee extends a very hearty thank you 

for FUMC’s support of the November Mission of the 

Month collection for COTS.  Our church deserves a great 

pat on the back!  Kudos for the abundant contributions to 

help those less fortunate in our community. Needed items 

which were donated included eight   new pillows, many 

towels for both the bath and kitchen, adult coloring 

books,  two laundry baskets, gloves and socks, sheet set, 

blanket, T shirts, kitchen supplies, a hair dryer......and 

more!  You are amazing! 

 

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org


6 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
 

 

 
 

 

  

Mission of the Month 
                                     
 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of the Month for January 2019 is the PILLARS ADULT AND FAMILY 

SHELTER.  The numbers of homeless citizens in the Valley continue to increase each 

year. The 75 bed Adult and Family Shelter is a part of the PILLARS organization whose 

mission is to provide Shelter, Support and Solutions to address the housing needs in the 

community. There is a long waiting list daily.  

 

This Shelter has continuous need for supplies to provide shelter and to support the 

residents in obtaining stable housing. Items needed include personal hygiene, laundry 

supplies and linens, baby care supplies, kitchen and lunch bag supplies, office supplies 

and gift cards and passes for community resources and stores. A more comprehensive 

list is available on the Mission Bulletin Board near the portico church entrance.  

 

Items donated are collected in the designated wooden box in the Wesley Room hallway. 

Monetary donations can be made by addressing your check to First United Methodist 

Church and writing Homeless Connections in the memo line, place in the Offering Plate 

or leave at the Church Office. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Did you know that First 

Church has devotionals 

on our Podcast? 

Check them out by 

going to our church 

website, (appfumc.org), 

click on the “Link” tab, 

and click on the 

“Podcast” link.  Enjoy! 

 
 

What is a podcast? 
 

It is a free audio 

recording that you can 

access through your 

smart phone, tablet or 

computer at any point in 

time.  There is no app or 

special setting needed, 

just click on the link and 

listen. 

 

 
 

GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar 

series that features some of the nation’s 

foremost Christian experts on grief and 

recovery topics.  The video seminars 

are combined with group discussion of 

the materials presented during the 

video, as well as participants sharing 

how they themselves are dealing with 

the death of their loved one.   

Each week is a different topic.  

People can join at any point in the  

13-week cycle.  

Our next GriefShare 13-week series 

will begin on Tuesday, April 2, 2019 at 

1:00 - 3:00 in the Wesley Room. 

Please contact Phyllis Freeman, 

GriefShare Facilitator for more 

information. 574-2859 

/pfreeman1@new.rr.com. 

 

 

Phoebe Circle 
 

The next Phoebe Circle meeting is 

Tuesday, January 8, 2019. We meet 

at 9:30 in the Asbury Lounge. Kara 

Nowak will be our guest speaker 

giving us information on Starting 

Point 2.0.   

This is a program that began in 

September 2017, for single mothers 

with pre-school age children.   Over 

the past year, 14 young, single 

mothers and 17 pre-school age 

children have graduated from 

Starting Point 2.0 and created a 

brighter vision and action plan for 

their families’ future.  Please join us 

to hear more about this wonderful 

community program. If you would 

like to help support the program, 

they could use gas cards, restaurant 

cards, children’s books and blankets. 

We hope to see you on January 8th. 

 

Did you 

know… 
 

Susanna’s 

Pantry was 

named for John 

and Charles 

Wesley’s 

mother? 

mailto:pfreeman1@new.rr.com
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Upcoming Events 

December 30 Movie:  
A Charlie Brown Christmas  
No Sunday School 

Room 314  
9:15 – 10:00 

January 20 Children’s Ministry Team Meeting Room 316  
10:30-11:30 

January 27 Take Home Faith –  
Family Blessings 

Room 221  
10:30 – 11:30 
Parents and  

children  up to 2 years old 

Dates and activities are subject to change. 
Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry board and updated newsletters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

With Gratitude… 
 

It is so hard to believe that 2018 is over! How does the time fly by so quickly?  2018 was an amazing year 
of ministry that would not have been possible with the help of our volunteers and ministry supporters.   
Thank you to our Children’s Ministry Team. Without this amazing group we could not have all of the fun 
events that happen throughout the year.  They plan, prepare, and deliver! We would love to expand our 
group and invite everyone to come join us for our January 20 meeting! 
Thank you to our VBS team.  VBS would never happen if it wasn’t for our coordinators, volunteers, and 
supporters! Thank you so much for all that you do.  We will begin planning in January for our 2019 
program.  You are invited to join our amazing group of planners! 
To our classroom teachers and helpers, you rock! How could we have such a fun and effective program 
without all that you do?  Your dedication each week shows how important children’s ministry is in making 
lifetime disciples for Jesus Christ.  We would love to add more teachers and helpers to our program. 
Please consider joining this fabulous team!  
There are so many people that work behind the scenes filling worship bags, sending cards, cleaning the 
classrooms, supporting events like Trunk-or-Treat and our fundraisers, purchasing Bibles for our third-
grade students, and in so many more ways! We would love to have you help, and there are a variety of 
ways you can!  Please feel free to contact me about all of the ways you can be part of our programs! 
As we look towards 2019 there is a lot to be accomplished. This year we will work on equipping our 
parents as spiritual leaders, and hosting Take Home Faith events for parents and children.  Lent will bring 
another fun event, A Walk Through Holy Week Guided Tour.  This will be fun for children big, small, and 
those that are children at heart! Children in Kidz Konnection will also be visited by various ministries in our 
church to help them become more connected in the life of the church! We will also be working on various 
service projects for the church and community! 
 
May God shower His amazing blessings on you and your families in 2019! Happy New Year. 
 
Christine Ladewig, 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
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Family Ministries Event 
 
 

We hope you can join us for our very first Take Home Faith event on January 27 at 10:30 in room 221.  Parents 
and children infants-2 years old are invited to this special class to learn about family blessings.  Why are blessings 
so important? How do I bless my children?  What do I say during a blessing?  These questions and more will be 
answered during this time.   
We hope to see you for this very meaningful family event!  
 

This year’s Christmas play was amazing!  Written by Carrie Kreps Wegenast, the play takes an interesting 

look at what it could have been like for the Angles as they delivered God’s Word, and how it what revealed 

through the birth and death of Jesus.  Thank you to all of our actors, and stage hands for helping with props, 

costumes, and keeping everyone on task! Thank you to Carrie for another fantastic play!  
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Adult Christian 

Education 

Winter Classes 
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Scholarships are available for those who need help 

purchasing a book.   

Contact Pastor Liz for more information. 
 

Wednesday Night Live + 
All Classes are from  

6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
 

Knitting – 101 (Heart) 

Want to learn to knit?  Join Sue 

Tabbert and Bonnie LeClair at 6:00 in 

the Wesley Room.  Learn basic skills 

in order to complete one project and 

enable you to complete future projects 

with success.  For $8.00 you will be 

provided with yarn and needles for 

your first creation.  Sign up early so 

supplies can be ordered and we can 

begin knitting at the first meeting. 

 

Music Ministries (Soul) 

Join one of our choirs on Wednesday 

night and experience a soulful 

experience in praising God through 

music.  Sanctuary Choir meets in 

room 301 and sings in worship three 

Sundays of the month.  Wesley Hand 

Bells meets in room 302 and plays in 

worship the 2nd Sunday of the month.  

There is no auditions, and all are 

welcome!  Both are free to join. 

 

Movie Nights (Soul) 

Join Amy Concepción on the 3rd 

Wednesday of each month, starting on 

January 16th, to watch a Christian-

based movie in the Chapel.  Popcorn 

and water will be provided.   

 

Yoga (Strength) 

Need some calmness in the middle of 

the week?  Join Jill Gault for Yoga in 

the Gym downstairs.  Improve your 

strength, flexibility and mood while 

spending time in fellowship with 

others from First Church.  The class is 

free, but please bring your own yoga 

mat. 

 

Submitting Servants (Strength) 

Like doing things for the community?  

Join Hayley Bold as we make a 

difference each Wednesday Night by 

our actions.  We will meet at the 

church in the Conference Room, and 

carpool out to do several different 

projects over the six weeks.  Let’s be 

Jesus’s Hands and Feet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Why Can(’t )We Get Along? - 

Polarization and the Heart of 

Democracy” (Mind) 

Join Pastor Markus in a look at the 

polarization that we have in this 

world, and how we can still get along.  

There is no homework for the class, 

but it will be partially focusing on the 

book, “The Heart of Democracy” by 

Parker Palmer, along with looking at 

the Bible and discussion.  The class is 

free and meets in the Asbury Lounge. 

 

Bible Jeopardy (Mind) 

Whether you know a lot or a little 

about the Bible, join this fun time of 

learning, while having the opportunity 

to win fun prizes.  We will meet in 

Room 224 in the Education Wing.  

There is no charge for the class, so 

don’t miss out on the chance for 

prizes!  Our game-show hosts are 

Bruce & Ruthann Hetzler. 

 

Weekly Classes 
 

“The Story” 

The Bible is hard to understand, and 

often we don’t really understand what 

happened.  Join Wendy Anzelmo and 

Pastor Liz as we continue to go 

through the Bible chronologically with 

“The Story”.  We start January 6th at 

10:30 a.m. with getting ready for the 

Prophets to come.  Books cost $12, 

and are ready for pick up.  All are 

welcome! 

 

Theology on Mondays 

In life, our faith is questioned.  Join 

our Theology on Mondays group as 

we look at different books that 

symbolize different aspects of what 

faith can look like.  In “Falling 

Upward,” Fr. Richard Rohr seeks to 

help readers understand the tasks of 

the two halves of our life and explains 

how the second half of life can and 

should be full of spiritual richness.  He 

explains how we develop our identity 

and ego in the first half of life and in 

the second half we search for 

meaning.  We meet the 1st/3rd/5th 

Mondays of the month from  

10 a.m.-noon in the Wesley Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Discussions 

Ever have questions about a sermon 

preached at First Church and want to 

discuss it?  Join Pastor Markus or 

Pastor Liz and dive deeper into how 

we can live out scripture in our lives.  

We meet the 2nd/4th Mondays of the 

month from 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. in 

the Wesley Room. 

 

Women of the Word 

Join the women of First Church as we 

enjoy fellowship with one another 

while learning more about faith, God, 

and each other.  We chose our next 

study to be, “Seamless: Understanding 

the Bible As One” by Angie Smith.  

Join us Mondays after choir (around 

7:00 p.m.) in the Wesley Room 

starting January 14th.  The book costs 

$23. 

 

Tuesday Study Group 

When we look at the world around us, 

it is easy to get discouraged.  That is 

when we need to intentionally seek 

out hope.  Anne Lamott’s book of 

essays, “Almost Everything: Notes on 

Hope,” call for each of us to 

rediscover the nuggets of hope and 

wisdom buried within us that can 

make life sweeter than we ever 

imagined.  In the words of Wendell 

Berry, “Be joyful though you have 

considered all the facts.”  We will 

study this book January 22nd to March 

5th from 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m., with 

various facilitators in the Wesley 

Room.  Books cost $13. 

 

Wednesday Book Study 

Join the Wednesday Noon Study 

Group as Rev Markus facilitates a 

timely discussion on Parker Palmer’s 

book, “Healing the Heart of 

Democracy,” starting January 16th 

from 11:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  Palmer 

challenges readers to help bridge the 

gaps that divide people, seeking 

common ground on sensitive issues. 

Five “habits of the heart” are explored 

that can be applied in everyday 

settings from   families to work 

settings, schools, congregations, and 

government life.   The 2014 paperback 

edition of this book will be used which 

can be ordered through the church 

office for $17.  Class meets in the 

Asbury Lounge. 
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Please fill out the 

 You Can Count On Me weekly 

bulletin insert if you would like 

to attend one (or more!) of the 

classes listed, or you can call 

the church office  

734-2677. 

Men’s Thursday Noon Bible Study  

Join the Men’s Study to continue: 

“Your Life and the Gospel: 

discovering how the Gospel of Mark 

speaks into a Modern Man’s Life.”  

Men meet in the Wesley Room from 

noon-1:00 p.m. on Thursdays starting 

January 10th.  No book needed. 

 

Women’s Thursday Noon Bible 

Study  

Join Pastor Liz as we continue to 

study the stories of Abraham in 

Genesis.  Be immersed into the story 

of the man who had an amazing 

covenant with God in “The 

Cumbersome Covenant”.  Women 

meet in the Conference Room from 

noon-1:00 p.m. on Thursdays starting 

January 10th.  No book needed. 

 

Theology on Tap 

Want to talk about topics relating to 

God, but want to do it in a relaxed 

setting?  Come to Theology on Tap!  

We meet once a month during the 

week after work at one of 

establishments in the Fox Valley.  

Participants can drink alcoholic or 

nonalcoholic drinks and choose 

whether or not they want to eat food 

as well.  Join us: January 24th, 

February 21st, and March 21st 6:00 

p.m.-8:00 p.m.  Location will be 

determined as we go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One-Time Events  
 

Medicinal Marijuana... 

unscrambling the mystery about it 
Join the Wednesday Study Group on 

January 9th, at 11:15 a.m. in Asbury 

Lounge when First Church member 

and LU Psychology Professor, Bruce 

Hetzler, PhD, shares information on 

medicinal marijuana.  Topics to 

include: history of marijuana, 

marijuana use in the United States, 

marijuana as a medicine, medical 

marijuana vs. THC medications, CBD 

medication, and research issues, 

among others.  This class is open to 

all! 

 

Understanding the Trinity 
Join Pastor Liz on Saturday, January 

26th from 9 a.m. to noon in the Asbury 

Lounge to learn more about the 

Trinity and how we as Methodists can 

live fully into this doctrine.  There will 

be refreshments, so please sign up 

beforehand.  There is no fee for the 

class, and all can come! 

 

Why Does the Bible Have That? – 

Looking at the Canonization of 

the Bible 
Ever wonder why some books made it 

into the Bible while others did not?  

We will take a look at how the 

canonization of the Bible occurred 

while also looking at some books that 

made it in, and some that were 

excluded.  Join Pastor Liz on 

Saturday, February 23rd from 9 a.m. 

to noon in the Asbury Lounge.  The 

class is free, and all are welcome! 

 

 

  

 

What’s for dinner? 
 

 

 January 2 -  Oven browned potatoes and sausage 

 January 9 -   Chicken pot pie 

 January 16 -   Beef tips and noodles 

 January 23 -   German Night! Pork schnitzel and spaetzel 

 January 30-  Homemade Mac & cheese and sausages 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 

 

Thank You 

Bell Ringers! 
 

A big thank you to all who signed 

up and volunteered to ring bells on 

behalf of First United Methodist 

for the Salvation Army kettle 

collection.  Your willingness was 

greatly appreciated.  Together we 

volunteered to cover 20 2-hour bell 

ringing shifts - way to go!   

A special thank you to those who 

willingly changed locations and 

times on such short notice.  Kudos 

to the following volunteers: Stan 

and Mary, Paul S., the Burchby 

Family, Jim and Lisa, Leigh and 

Mike, Bonnie, Donna F., Chris H., 

Ellen D., the Brazil Family, 

Carlene and Ben, Larry and Kathy, 

The Wepfer Family, Bob A., Ann 

R., Shelby and Jeff, Betsy B., John 

and Kelly, Tom W., Jeffrey S., Stu 

H., the Breister Family, Jada and 

Ruth.   
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Stewardship Focus Update 
 
As we joyfully share and celebrate God’s Generosity in our lives, 

we are excited to update you that we have already received 242 

Commitment Cards for our 2019 budget.  Your pledges allow us 

to plan our ministry for the upcoming year.  The church staff 

strives to maximize the potential of every dollar given by the 

members of this church to further impact our congregation, the 

community, and the world by sharing the love of God in 

Christ!   Thank you to those who have already made a pledge to 

First Church.  If you have not had a chance yet to fill out and 

return your commitment card, please do so now!  You can put it in 

the collection plate, mail it in, or call/email Lynn in the church 

office.  If you have not received a card or have misplaced it, there 

are extra cards in the pews or contact the office for a new 

one.  Thank you again for your faithful stewardship and for 

generously sharing all that God has provided. 

 
 
 

  

Scrip can be used for your everyday purchases (not just for gifts!) 
Everyone can use gas, groceries, car washes, restaurant and shopping cards, and       

giving gifts! 

Why not get a few cards from your friendly Scrip Team, and help our church  

mission and your annual giving statement at the same time? 

Stop by our tables after or before service each week and see what Scrip we have for you! 

 

 

Elizabeth Tobler-Mildred Ohline Scholarship 
 

     There is a scholarship awarded each year in the amount up to $2,000 depending on how 

     many scholarships are granted. The applicant must be living in the Appleton Area School 

     District and/or be a member of one of the United Methodist Churches in Appleton.  The 

     applicant must be seeking his or her first baccalaureate degree from any accredited four 

     year program. All applications must be received in the church office by March 1 to be 

     considered.  Pick up a scholarship application in the church office or call and we can mail 

     it to you.  

 

 

 
Youth Lounge Open House 

 
 In June the renovation of the Youth Lounge 

and update of the lower level began.  As a 

result of the congregation’s generosity, First 

Church has created a new space that current 

Youth Ministries’ families and future 

generations can call home.  

 

The Youth Ministries will host a special Coffee 

Hour Open House from 10:00-11:00 a.m. in the 

Youth Lounge on Sunday, January 6th.  The 

Congregation is invited to visit the lower level 

to see the progress.   

 

 The Board of Trustees has approved the plan 

for furniture, however, due to asbestos removal 

and other unforeseen factors, the cost of the 

renovation has not allowed for the full amount 

allocated for the furnishing of the space. There 

will be a presentation by Emmons Business 

Interiors and an opportunity for congregation 

members to learn how they can help in 

financing the shortfall. 
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Festival of Carols, 2018 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all of those who participated in the Festival of Carols concert on Friday, December 14.  There were nearly 125 

musicians involved along with another 20 who worked behind the scenes.  This was a great evening in the life of our church, 

as we celebrated the birth of Jesus through music.  It takes a team effort to make something of this magnitude a success; each 

member of the team plays a vitally important role.  We express our gratitude and thanks to the following: 
 

 Directors 

 Accompanists 

 Singers  

 Ringers 

 Instrumentalists 
 

 

We also thank the more than 600 of you in attendance.  We were glad to have you here.  It is our prayer that you were 

blessed as you listened to the music and participated in the singing of the carols.  Our hope is that this worship experience 

helped you to focus on “the reason for the season” as you took time out of you busy schedules to be here. It was a blessing 

and a privilege for all of us to experience this together! A special thank you is extended to all who gave to the offering.  

Because of your generosity, a check for just over $6000 has been presented to the Salvation Army Food Pantry. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

 

 Ushers 

 Set-up and tear-down crews 

 Wardrobe assistants 

 Typists, printers, folders, and stuffers 

 Audio and Video crew 

 Volunteers who helped with many other miscellaneous 

details 
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We would like to re-introduce you to Pastor Liz Whitford (known 

to her friends as FabuLiz).  She told her life story before, but not 

in such depth as today. Liz was born in Rockford, IL.  She lived 

in Janesville for eight years, then Shullsburg, WI until graduation 

from Shullsburg HS.  Pastor Liz graduated from UW-Platteville, 

majoring in Music Non-Teaching in Piano.  In her first semester, 

she accepted the call into pastoral ministry and began pastoring at 

the Whig UMC.  After graduating with her Bachelor of Science 

degree, she attended the University of Dubuque Theological 

Seminary while serving the Whig UMC and also as the 

Associated Pastor for Platteville UMC.  She graduated with a 

Master of Divinity in May 2017.  Her Mom (Rev. Brenda) is the 

pastor at Platteville UMC, and her Dad (Rev. Dan) is a licensed 

local pastor at Blue River UM and Avoca UMC. She has a 

brother Adam who has a master’s degree in human development 

counseling and is a counselor at Lincoln Prairie Behavioral 

Health Center for at-risk youth in Springfield, IL.  His wife, 

Korie, is a RN at Memorial Medical Center in Springfield.  They 

have a daughter Ilah, age three, who loves play dough and The 

Hulk!  Liz began her duties at First Church as the Pastor of 

Discipleship on June 2017.  She enjoys reading murder mysteries 

or thriller novels (favorite author is Dan Brown), playing piano 

and euphonium, kayaking, biking, watching nostalgic cartoons on 

Hulu and Netflix, and doing home improvement projects.  (Who 

doesn’t?) She said she enjoys working with the various church 

committees and ministry teams, and loves leading and equipping 

everything Christian education.  She adores playing music in 

worship when she is able.  She continues to look for new ways to 

get plugged into the community and has just started being a Big 

Sister! Interesting things she shared:  (1) she preached her first 

sermon at the age of eight and was regularly preaching in her 

own church by age 19.  (2) When she was 14, she started a dance 

studio in the parsonage basement for young girls.  By the time 

she went to college, she had 40 girls dancing in “Full of Grace 

Dance Studio.”  She taught ballet, tap, and lyrical.  The girls 

thanked the church for letting them exist by dancing in worship 

two times a year. Some may have noticed her eyebrow piercings 

and a nose piercing, and sometimes purple hair.  She explains, “I 

chose to have this look because often times un-churched people 

view clergy and the church in a negative light.  I have found that 

by having an altered appearance, it opens up conversations with 

people and creates an avenue to share the openness that the 

church has for all God’s children.”  Well said, Pastor!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We are adding to the Wegenasts’ biographies because a lot has 

happened since Rev. Markus started as Senior Pastor in June 

20, 2014.  Markus was born in the Black Forest area of South 

Germany and grew up in Freudenstadt.  He has a sister who lives 

with her family near their parents.  As a youth, he was active in 

the community and his Methodist home church, participating 

and leading in ministries such as the brass band, the youth group 

and the young adult choir.  He experienced a call into full-time 

ministry in his late teens!  He graduated from the Technisches 

Gymnasium der Heinrich Schickhardt Schule in Freudenstadt.  

After graduation and a year of mandatory federal social service, 

he entered his pastoral education.  He served as pastoral intern 

for one year in four congregations in the Stuttgart, Germany area 

and then transitioned into the seminary years at the Theological 

School of the UMC in Reutlingen, Germany.  He embarked on 

an abroad adventure and enrolled at Garrett Evangelical 

Theological Seminary in Chicago for one year.  He met Carrie 

on the first day of new student orientation!    He returned to 

Germany at the end of the school year.  Markus and Carrie 

married in Cincinnati after two years’ long-distance dating.  

Interesting note:  Markus almost didn’t get a visa in time for the 

wedding! Markus and Carrie started serving churches in 

Wisconsin in 2004.  He was pastor at the Johnson Creek UMC 

and at the Waterloo UMC.  He was ordained in 2008 and served 

as senior pastor at Community UMC in Waterford in 2010.  

They moved to Appleton in 2014 with their son Hans, and added 

their second son, Owen, to the family.  Carrie was born in 

Springfield, Ohio and raised all over the west side of Ohio.  She 

has a sister near St. Louis, a brother in Charlotte, NC, and her 

parents live in Middletown, Ohio.  Her dad, Rev. Larry Kreps, 

recently retired from the ministry.  Mom, Marti, is a retired 

teacher.  Carrie attended high school in Cincinnati and graduated 

from Ohio Northern University majoring in English Literature 

and Religion.  As noted above, she graduated from Garrett 

Evangelical Theological Seminary.  She was pastor in 

Wauwatosa, Concord, Sullivan and East Troy, WI before 

moving to Appleton.  She requested a year of family leave and 

kept busy participating and teaching at First Church. She writes 

and directs the children’s Christmas plays based on the Advent 

theme that is selected.  She now is Chaplain Carrie at Tyson 

Foods in New London which has significantly changed the 

dinner conversations in the Wegenast household.  Hans is in 1st 

grade at Ferber, likes playing with his brother, Owen, plays 

UNO, colors, build Legos, and does puzzles.  Owen will be four 

in February and loves to go outside and play.  His favorite color 

is red – see his shoes! Markus likes to play the trombone, and 

read about history.  Carrie likes running (has been in several 

marathons) and reading.  Their vacation trips often lead them to 

see family in Germany, Switzerland and France.  Markus 

recently returned from a 10-day Wisconsin Conference 

sponsored Pilgrimage for Peace in Korea.  The people of First 

Church are glad they are here! 

 

Wegenast 

Family 
 

Liz  

Whitford 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Julie Anderson zookeeper5us@yahoo.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson  Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music Ministries & Sanctuary Choir:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Interim Assistant to the Director of Music &    

Bass Clef Director: 

 PJ Uhazie  pjuhaz@gmail.com    

 

Wesley Handbell Choir Director: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace Director: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Sonshine Singers Director: 

 Sally Alvarado sallye.alvarado@gmail.com 
 

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org  
  

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Tom Martens 

   Doug Herge 

  Norm Ladewig 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 

Prayer Ministry Reflection 
by Nancy Hermanson 

 

A year ago God gave me a bold mission to have FUMC covered in 

prayer every day in 2018.  Yes, 365 days of prayer.  Where God 

directs us, success generally follows.  I started asking members of 

our congregation to pray for the church.  Several people stated that 

they do pray for FUMC every day. This made that habit more visible 

and got others involved.  The prayer ministry has been 

successful!  There has been someone praying for us every day in 

2018.   
 

Reflecting back on the journey, 173 different people signed up to 

pray for our church.  Every month new people joined the prayer 

ministry.  Several members signed up multiple times with one 

member praying at least one day during 7 of the months.  
 

 Will you join us in praying for the staff, committees, ministries and 

community groups who use our facility?  It is easy you can pray 

anywhere and at any time.   
 

Let’s do it again in 2019!  You can sign up on the church website, in 

the church office, or by using the You Can Count on Me form.   
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