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Our Welcome Efforts at First Church 
-by Pastor Markus 

It’s been almost 4 months now that we’ve been running the latest addition to our welcome 
ministry. We now staff our new welcome table every Sunday morning before the 9am service, 
after the 9am service and before the 10:30am service. It is good to see the interaction that is 
happening there. Both new people and our own members are using it as a way to get 
information or connect others with ministry opportunities.  
One of the aspects of having this beautifully installed welcome booth is to have a visual reminder 
that welcoming people is the responsibility of all of us who call First Church our spiritual home. 
So as we are moving into a new year I want to encourage all of us: 
Let the new welcome center serve us as a reminder that we are in the business of welcoming 
new people in our church. We live in interesting times: On one hand it is a lot more difficult to 
reach people with the Good News of Jesus Christ. On the other hand it is simple measures like 
making someone feel welcome that determines whether a new person will return to church or 
not. I’ve said it before: most people nowadays make up their mind about a new church during 
the first few minutes upon visiting a church. And so I want to invite you:  

See yourself as a 
Participating Host 

when you are at church! 
Embrace the fact that this is your church and you have all the right and all the privilege to be a 
host to new people. Welcome them, show them around, invite them to coffee hour or go with 
them to the welcome table so they can find out more about our church. And in all of this good 
ministry, don’t forget that you are also here as a participant. Hosting new people should not take 

          your joy away from being a worshipper – on the contrary: I pray it will enhance it.  

                                               
             We normally don’t have children staff our welcome booth; I guess I have to have a  

                             talk with this particular  mother! Sorry, it’s the only pics I could find… 
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January Memory Verse: 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 

Psalm 119:105 

Newsletter deadline 
January 21st 
Email articles to 
office@appfumc.org 
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-by  
Pastor 
Markus 
 

Welcome to 2016!  
     
And here it is – a new year is about 

to unfold! Journeying into a new 

year fills us both with excitement 

and anxiety:  

What great new adventures am I 

going to experience? Will my 

health stay in shape? What’s the 

status of my employment going to 

be? Will I meet my future spouse 

this year? Will there be 

grandkids in 2016? Am I going to 

suffer the loss of a loved one? 

How’s the stock market gonna 

do? ... 

The questions we could come up 

with in light of a new year are 

countless. That’s true for every 

culture. A few decades ago a 

surprising New Year’s Eve tradition 

came up in my home country of 

Germany:  

“Bleigiessen!” 

It’s when you melt small pieces of 

lead over a candle and then immerse 

them in a bowl of cold water. Since 

the lead immediately solidifies it 

takes on shapes that are then used as 

something that’s supposed to tell 

you something about your future in 

the new year. 

There are health concerns over 

released toxins of melted lead and 

the danger of severe burns. Apart 

from these physical concerns there is 

of course the concern that it is the 

revival of an ancient form of 

superstition. The Romans were 

already known for using this 

technique – independent from their 

New Year’s Eve – as a way to evoke 

the gods to foretell their future. 

From a social studies point of view I 

can completely understand why an 

ancient superstitious practice like  

this gains new modern favor: We are 

curious people! Besides the  

entertainment factor that may sure 

be part of this form of New Year’s 

tradition, I believe that behind it lies 

a natural human longing to have 

special insight into one’s future. 

Some of us are into reading their 

horoscope, some try to read meaning 

out of their coffee grounds and 

others may even go to a fortune 

teller in order to cope with anxiety 

and curiosity about the future. 

We can’t judge people – including 

ourselves! – for having a desire to 

know the future; we can’t help but 

ask, be curious or be anxious. We 

find plenty of situations in Old 

Testament times where people were 

about to “inquire of the Lord” about 

a future outcome of a life situation. 

Have you done that? Have you come 

to God in prayer and asked him 

about your future? I would trust this 

type of spiritual exercise much more 

than any of the above mentioned 

techniques. But at the same time I 

want to be firm that there is an even 

better way to approach our future: 

“Cast all your anxiety on God 

because he cares for you” is what 1 

Peter 5:7 encourages us to do in the 

New Testament. What a radically 

different way to deal with our 

future!  

When we will draw personal Bible 

verses in our times of worship on 

January 9 and 10 we are certainly 

not joining yet another form of 

superstitious exercise to get a hint of 

our future. Rather, we come before 

our God who knows our future and 

ask for guidance, comfort, trust and 

strength that comes out of his living 

word. If you can’t be here that 

weekend, know that we’ll have 

Bible verse cards available  

throughout January. God bless you 

for your new year with all that it 

brings. Cast your questions and your 

anxiety on God and stay away from 

lead!  

 

January 2016 Pulpit Preview 
 

January 2/3  

We will begin the year with a New 

Year’s Communion. There will be a 

follow up on our Faith Disciplines 

from November 2015. The sermon 

will be based on Luke 21:25-36. 

 

January 9/10  

This weekend we will again be 

invited to draw a personal Bible 

verse for the new year, with a 

message based on Psalm 119:105-

112 that focuses on the effects of 

such Bible verses for our lives. We 

will also draw a Bible verse for us as 

a congregation. 

 

January 16/17 

The message will be on 1 Peter 5:1-

7 with a focus on leadership within 

the church. Do you see yourself as a 

leader?  

 

January 23/24  

What does it mean to you to receive 

a blessing? Using 2 Corinthians 

13:11-13 as the scriptural reference 

we will explore the meaning and 

power of the benediction. 

 

January 30/31  

We continue our new tradition of 

dedicating the 5
th
 Sunday of a month 

to be a special Family Service for 

the entire church family, both 

children, youth and adults together. 

The sermon will be the 

congregational Bible verse that will 

have been drawn on January 10
th
!
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From Pastor 
Jayneann’s 
pen  

 
 

I look out my windows this gray 

December day and I wonder what 

it will be like when you read this. 

Will there at long last be snow? Or 

will it still be warm? I’m not any 

good at looking into the future, 

even for weather. My crystal ball 

just doesn’t work. Still, I try. I’m 

guessing you do, too. We can 

waste a lot of time wondering what 

the future holds. 

There are problems with this, of 

course. One of them is that we get 

so preoccupied with the future that 

we don’t actually LIVE in the 

present. The wisdom writer 

reminds us that there is a time for 

everything. 

But… I suspect there’s only time 

for everything when we’re really 

living in the present. The future is 

a mystery only God knows – the 

future that tomorrow might bring 

and the future after that one when 

our time here is done. 

I’ve been working on living in the 

present moment for years now, and 

I have to admit I’m still not very 

good at it. Still, I know it’s good 

for me so I’ll keep practicing. If I 

have any New Year’s resolutions, 

that will be one of them. That, and   

Seek Justice, Love Kindness, and 

Walk Humbly with your God. 

Have a blessed New Year! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 Pastor Jayneann has a blog called 

“Fierce Joy & Hope” If you’d like 

to check it out, go to 

fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com 

 
 
Have you heard? The Wired Word 

is starting anew this month! Come 

give it a try! 

This adult and youth class is new 

each week – with a current topic 

related to a news headline. And, 

NO homework! 

All you have to do is come to the 

Asbury Lounge by 10:30 on a 

Sunday morning, and you’re in. 

Come and see what it’s all about. 

Our facilitator for January will be  

Linda Dawson.  
 

 

evensong  

Wednesday, January 6th 
5:45 – 6:15 p.m. 
Do you sometimes wish you 

could get a church-fix in the 

middle of the week? Well, now 

you can! 

Join us as we’ll gather in the 

Asbury Lounge for a 30-minute 

Wednesday service. We’ll pray, 

read a psalm. Pastor Jayneann 

will share some scripture and a 

few thoughts to ponder. We 

may sing (she likes that, you 

know) but it’s only a maybe 

unless you have a prior 

commitment (yes, we know, 

Bass Clef, youth group) then 

you really ought to think about 

it. 

Coffee at The Heritage 
January 7 at 1:30 p.m. 

 
Pastor Jayneann will be at The 

Heritage on January 7
th
 for coffee 

and conversation. If you would 

care to join her – she’s love your 

company – ask at the desk where 

we’re meeting. 

 

Attention: Young Adults 
Our Wisconsin United Methodist 

camps are now recruiting post-high 

school young adults to work on 

staff next summer. Summer staff 

not only have the chance to have 

fun and to impact campers, they 

also grow their resumes and 

deepen their own faith. Wisconsin 

camp staff alumni have gone on to 

be ordained clergy, full-time lay 

staff in congregations, delegates to 

General Conference, and leaders of 

non-profit organizations.  

 

 

Games Day 
January 31st 

After 9 a.m. Family Worship 
Calling all chess players – even if 

you haven’t played in years or 

aren’t at all good! Attention, all 

you young at heart! 

Jesus clearly says, we’re to love 

God with all our heart, soul, mind, 

and strength. That means with all 

our being. One part that gets 

shorted all-too-often is our 

creativity. God made us to play 

and have fun, but as we grow up, 

we tend to forget this. 

The cure? Come play a game!  

Apples to Apples… or cards… or 

chess… or Candyland.  The 

possibilities are only limited by 

what you or someone else brings, 

who shows up, and your 

imaginations. 

what if … 
… 2016 was the year First 

Church made a special plan to 

reach out to people beyond our 

church walls and invite them to 

join us in relationship to God, 

and to grow with us? 

Oh, wait! This IS the Year!  

Stay tuned… 
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First United Methodist   
Hosts  

Suicide Awareness Forum  
 

by:  Renee Torzala, Concern & Action Team Chair 
 

FUMC will host “Finding Hope When You Feel Hopeless:  A Conversation about Suicide” at 6 p.m., 

February 3
rd

. The gathering is open to the public, but youth and their parents are especially encouraged to attend.   

Depression and suicide are on the rise, so the FUMC Concern & Action team decided that they wanted 

to do something about it. Studies show that people in emotional distress will initially seek help from a faith leader 

rather than a therapist, at least initially. As a church, it is not our role to be a mental health counselor, but our goal 

is to reduce the stigma and offer support and hope to those who are suffering.   

The gathering will include short presentations by three mental health professionals and a young survivor 

of suicide. Capt. Todd Freeman of the Appleton Police Department (and FUMC member) will talk about the 

mental health training that local police agencies have. Barb Bigalke of the Center for Suicide Awareness will 

share information about Hopeline. Lisa Anderson of the Outagamie Co. Health & Human Services will speak 

about warning signs and resources available, and Liz Galoff, a FUMC young adult will share her own personal 

experience.   An open forum will follow the presentations. 

 The Concern & Action Team is hoping that churches everywhere will begin to break the silence in their 

own faith communities about spiritual and mental health issues, including suicide prevention.  We want people to 

know that there is help and there’s hope, and that God has a purpose for each one of us. Sometimes you just might 

need some help finding your way through the darkness, and it is okay to talk about that.   

 

FUMC Concern & Action Team:  
Jayneann McIntosh Gagner, Heather Baker, Danel Burchby Christine Calhoun, Paul Siket, Julie Hammen, 

Renee Torzala, Dave Robbins, Ann Muenster, Sara Druckrey, Terry Anderson, Margaret Idlas.   

If you would like to join this team, please contact Renee at rtorzala@yahoo.com. 

 

You will have confidence, for there is hope;  

you will look around and rest in safety.  Job 11:18 
 

Church Records 
 

Deaths 

12-01-15  Daniel Rens 

12-05-15  Jess Will 

12-17-15  Pete Christenson 

 

Baptism 

11-28-15  Sienna Mary Springer 

Our New Guide Book & Directory is Here! 
Look in your mailbox for our new Guide Book & Directory. They 

should be arriving in the coming week. 

The advertisers helped provide this service at no cost to our 

congregation. We encourage you to think of them in the future as 

your needs arise. If you are interested in advertising next year, 

contact amandavogt@guidebookpublishing.com for more 

information.  

Please familiarize yourself with the ministries and organizations at 

our church located in the front of the book. An electronic PDF 

version of the Guide Section of the book which you can download to 

your computer, smart phone, or tablet is available for download at 

your convenience.  

To download the Online Guide Section: 

1. Visit www.GuideBookPublishing.com/booklist.php  

2. Click on our state followed by our city 

3. Click on the name of our congregation to download the book 

 

mailto:rtorzala@yahoo.com
mailto:amandavogt@guidebookpublishing.com
http://www.guidebookpublishing.com/booklist.php
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It is hard to believe that we are 

already beginning a brand new 

year of ministry at First Church. 

Our Children’s Ministry was very 

busy in 2015 and we are eagerly 

anticipating all of the fun activities 

that are planned for 2016! 

 

Children’s Ministry 
Ornament Sale 
Thank you to everyone that 

purchased ornaments off of our 

tree. Your donations helped us 

provide gifts and a grocery gift 

card for a family of five through 

the Salvation Army’s Adopt-A-

Family program.  We would also 

like to thank the Children’s 

Ministry team for coming up with 

the ornament ideas, the teachers 

that so bravely made the 

ornaments with the children, and 

of course the children; who’s little 

hands crafted each beautiful 

ornament.  

 

Experience Jesus through 
a Child’s Eye 
One of the most gratifying 

experiences you can have is 

helping a young child learn about 

Jesus.  Come and help in one of 

our classrooms and experience 

Jesus through a child’s eye.  We 

are looking for parents, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, youth, 

and anyone else that loves Jesus 

and loves children. No experience 

necessary. Please contact 

cladewig@appfumc.org for more 

information about being a 

classroom helper.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kidz Worship  
2nd – 5th Grade 
Starting on January 3

rd 
we will be 

moving our children’s worship 

from Fellowship Hall to the 3
rd

 

floor in room 314. Kidz Worship 

will take place on the first Sunday 

of each month. The children will 

celebrate communion together and 

worship in a service designed for 

their age group! Moving our 

celebration into the classroom will 

provide the kids with a space more 

conducive to worship, cut down on 

distractions, and make it easier to 

keep track of them during the 

signing out process.   Please 

remember to check the class 

schedules that are posted each 

week in the halls for your 

convenience.  

 

 

 
Attention Scouts! 
Beginning January 6

th
 we will 

offer the God and Family 

Program. This is the second 

program in the P.R.A.Y. Series for 

scouts in 4
th
 and 5

th
 grade.  Please 

feel free to invite anyone you think 

would like to participate in this 

class. Upon completion of the 

program children in scouts will 

earn their God and Family award 

from their scouting unit.  There 

will be a limited amount of books 

available. Please contact Christine 

Ladewig at 

cladewig@appfumc.org if you are 

interested in participating in this 

class.  

 

 

 

Kidz Konnection is a midweek 
program for children in grades  
1-5.  Our main goal and focus is to 
teach kids that they are not too 
young to make a huge impact and 
to serve in different ways.  
Whether it’s greeting before 
church, filling shoeboxes, raking 
lawns, introducing friends to 
church, or collecting juice pouches 
for a good cause, our kids are 
learning to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus!   
We would love for you to join us 
on Wednesday nights from 6-7:30 
in room 221.  

 

VBS Save the Date! 
Wait did I just say VBS? You may 

not know this, but VBS planning 

begins at the very beginning of the 

year! We have a team of directors 

put together that will begin looking 

for the perfect program for our 

church! 

This year’s VBS will take place 

July 25 – 29 from 9a.m. – noon.  

We need an army of people to 

make it happen! Please begin 

praying about being a part of this 

ministry. Not only do we minister 

to our own children, but we share 

the love of Jesus with many 

children who only experience 

church through VBS.  

 
 
 
 

THANK YOU!!!  Mothers of Growing Disciples would like to thank everybody for their contributions to our 

Cookie Walk held on December 13. Once again, the members of the church helped us raise funds for our projects 

for the next year. We hope you enjoyed your cookies! Just a reminder, MOGD meets the 3rd Monday of the month 

at 6:00 p.m. We meet at church, either in the conference room or upstairs by the nursery. We usually have childcare 

available if we know about the need in advance.  

 
We hope to see you there!!! 

 

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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Mission of the Month 
 

The mission of the month for 

January 2016 is the Homeless 

Connections Shelter.  The 75 bed 

Shelter has been at or over 

capacity for the past year.  They 

have continuous needs for 

supplies to provide shelter and to 

support the residents in obtaining 

stable housing. Items needed 

include personal hygiene, laundry 

supplies and linens, baby care 

supplies, kitchen and lunch bag 

supplies, office supplies and gift 

cards and passes for community 

resources and stores.  A more 

comprehensive list is available on 

the Mission Bulletin Board near 

the portico church entrance. Items 

donated are collected in the 

designated wooden box in the 

Wesley Room hallway. Monetary 

donations can be made by 

addressing your check to First 

United Methodist Church and 

writing Homeless Connections in 

the memo line, place in the 

Offering Plate or leave at the 

Church Office. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Birth Announcement 
 

Former First Church pastor,  

Rev. Krystal Goodger and her 

husband, Eric, welcomed their 

twins, Logan and Sophia, on 

November 13, 2015.  The family 

will be worshiping at Appleton 

First on January 17 (or in the event 

of weather January 24) and a 

coffee hour will be hosted in their 

honor.  If you would like to help 

shower them with well wishes here 

are some suggestions: they are 

registered at Target (especially the 

Graco Contender car seats), 

Huggies diapers (size 2 and up), 

and Similac formula or Target 

brand equivalent.  Local stores 

include Target and Piggly 

Wiggly.    

Congratulations can also be mailed 

to Krystal and Eric at 402 E. 4th 

Ave., Brodhead, WI  53520.   

 

Church Facility 

Security System 

 
The Board of Trustees discussed, 

voted, and unanimously approved 

the installation of a monitored 

church facility security system.  

The system will be armed during 

certain non-business hours, and  

will alert the proper authorities 

should there be an un-authorized 

entry to any part of the church 

building.  Keypads for the system 

are located at several of the 

entrances and to be used by 

properly trained individuals only. 

-The Board of Trustees 

Festival of Carols, 2015 

Thank You! 
 
Thank you to all of those who 

participated in the Festival of 

Carols concert on Friday, 

December 4.  There were nearly 

140 musicians involved along with 

another 20 who worked behind the 

scenes.  This was a great evening 

in the life of our church, as we 

celebrated the birth of Jesus 

through music.  It takes a team 

effort to make something of this 

magnitude a success; each member 

of the team plays a vitally 

important role.  We express our 

gratitude and thanks to the 

following: 

 Directors 

 Accompanists 

 Singers  

 Ringers 

 Instrumentalists 

 Ushers 

 Parent Volunteers who 

helped with children 

 Set-up and tear-down 

crews 

 Wardrobe assistants 

 Typists, printers, folders, 

and stuffers 

 Audio and Video crew 

 Volunteers who helped 

with many other 

miscellaneous details 

We also thank the nearly 700 of 

you in attendance.  We were glad 

to have you here.  It is our prayer 

that you were blessed as you 

listened to the music and 

participated in the singing of the 

carols.  Our hope is that this 

worship experience helped you to 

focus on “the reason for the 

season” as you took time out of 

you busy schedules to be here. It 

was a blessing and a privilege for 

all of us to experience this 

together! A special thank you is 

extended to all who gave to the 

offering.  Because of your 

generosity, a check for over $6900 

has been presented to the Salvation 

Army Food Pantry. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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Youth & Young Adult 

Ministries   

 
We are blessed to offer Youth and 

Young Adults, and their families 

opportunities to meet in Christian 

Fellowship, Study, and Service as 

we strive to fulfill our Mission 

Statement, “Equipping Youth with 

the tools and experiences so that 

they may live every day as 

authentic followers of Jesus 

Christ.” 

 
Our Youth Group Message Series 
for January is “Lost & Found” 
Seeing People as Jesus Sees Them. 
Seeking People as Jesus Seeks 
Them. Youth Group (grades 6-12) 
meets Wednesdays in the Youth 
Lounge from 6:00-6:40 pm.  
Individual classes for Grades 6 & 7, 
1st Year Confirmation (Grade 8), 
2nd Year Confirmation (Grade 9), 
and the Jesus League (Grades 9-
12) meet from 6:45-7:45 pm.  

 
Fantastical Balloon 
Wonderment 2016 (grades 6-12) 
is Sunday, January 3 from 4:00-
7:30 pm.  Celebrate the New Year 
with friends, balloon games, 
balloon challenges, and a room 
filled with over 2500 balloons!  
Dinner = Taco Bar!  Cost is $5.  As 
always, friends are encouraged 
and we are looking for Adult 
Leaders to join the fun!  
 
Our High School (grades 9-12) 
Thrift Formal Dinner Party is 
scheduled for Sunday, January 24 
beginning at 5 pm.  Youth are 
encouraged to visit local thrift 
stores for the best in bad fashion 
and join us at HuHot Mongolian 
Grill, 3456 West College Ave in 
Appleton.  The best/worst outfit 
wins free dinner!   

 

Our Winter Blast Retreat (grades 

6-12) is January 29-31, and will be 

held at Camp Zion in Ellison Bay. 

We will be joining Youth from a 

number of other United Methodist 

churches.  Activities include: 

Broomball, Cross Country Skiing, 

Hiking, Sledding, Tubing, 

Worship, and much more.  The 

cost is $150. Sign up deadline is 

January 17.  We are in need of 2 

Adult Leaders!  

 
The Souper Bowl of Caring is 
Sunday, February 7.  FUMC will 
join millions of congregations 
across the nation in collecting 
non-perishable food items and 
money to help those in need.  The 
Souper Bowl of Caring uses the 
energy of the Super Bowl to 
mobilize youth in an effort to care 
for people in local communities.  
Our collection will go to the 
Homeless Connections.  
 

There are still openings for 2016 

Youth Mission Trips. There are 5 

Youth spaces for the Middle 

School (grades 6-8) trip to Lincoln 

County, West Virginia July 9-16. 

There are 4 Youth spaces for the 

High School (grades 9-12) trip to 

New Orleans, Louisiana June 18-

25. Trips cost $500.  If you are 

interested or have questions 

regarding either trip, please contact 

me at 920-840-5075 or 

bstahl@appfumc.org. The deadline 

to sign up for either trip is January 

10.  Scholarships are always 

available. 

 

 
 
Our Youth will be serving our 

church family, by baking cookies 

and sending care packages to our 

college students in February.  The 

Cookie Bake will be held on 

Saturday, February 6, from 1-4 

pm.  We are in need of donations 

of sugar cookie dough and 

Adults and Youth to bake the 

cookies.  Last year we baked 115 

dozen cookies and sent 57 care 

packages.  In addition, we are 

looking for College Student 

addresses.  If you are a college 

student or have a college student in 

your family, please send addresses 

to bstahl@appfumc.org by 

January 31.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Serving Him! 

Brian Stahl 

Director of Youth & Young Adult 

Ministries 

bstahl@appfumc.org 

Office: 734-2677 ext 315, Cell: 

920-840-5075 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
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Thank You, Vicki Bero 

Vicki joined the Wesley Bell Choir 

during the mid-1990s as ringer.  

When a director was needed for 

the bell choir, she stepped into that 

position and served faithfully for a 

number of years.   Later, after a 

time away, she returned to the bell 

choir as a ringer.  In November of 

2008, she once again assumed the 

position of director with the 

unexpected illness and death of the 

then current director.  Having 

moved to a neighboring area, Vicki 

has continued to minister here at 

First Church, but has decided it is 

now time to get involved in her 

home community.  We offer our 

thanks and appreciation to Vicki 

for her dedicated service to the bell 

choir and congregation of First 

Church for nearly thirty years.  

Vicky, you will be missed, but we 

wish you the best as you seek new 

areas of service and ministry.  May 

God richly bless you as you seek 

new endeavors. 

We are presently looking for a 

director for the Wesley Bell Choir.  

If you have experience with 

handbells and are interested in the 

position, please contact the office 

for an application for employment.   

 

Thank you to John and Brenda 

Gretzinger.  John and Brenda have 

volunteered in the sound and video 

ministry here at First Church for 

many years.  We are grateful for 

their faithful service in this vital 

area of the ministry and outreach 

of First Church. 

If you are seeking an area of 

ministry in the life of First Church, 

and think that being involved with 

the sound and video ministry 

might be for you, please contact 

Bob Butler. 

“Festival of God’s Harvest”  
Once again, your generous 

donations made this our greatest 

year...again! The weigh-in at St. 

Joe’s on Monday, November 24
th
, 

produced a total of 2,197 pounds, 

an increase of 85 pounds over last 

year! St. Joe’s staff hinted that our 

church is probably one of their top 

ten food drives of the year. Many, 

many thanks from the Mission 

Ministry Team to all those who 

filled their shopping bags to help 

those in need. 

 

-More of our mission work- 

Wednesday Night 
Dinner 

serving from 

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

$5 per person or 

$11 max per family 

 

Theology on Mondays  

 
The Monday Theology Class will 

be starting a new book study on 

January 4
th
 and invites any 

interested folks to join us.  This 

particular book study will meet for 

five sessions. 

Questioning Assumptions by Tom 

Christenson, investigates the 

philosophy of religion by 

unpacking three key assumption: 

that believing is the focal act of 

faith; that the basic religious 

question is about the existence of 

God; and that religious language 

actually refers to some thing, 

namely God.  Christenson 

examines the adequacy and 

implications of these assumptions 

as they impact the larger questions 

of faith and reason.  By making 

these assumptions explicit, 

Christenson explores intriguing 

ways of looking at the rationality 

of faith. 

Participants meet the first, third 

and fifth Mondays of each month, 

from 10am to noon.  If you would 

like to join us, call or email the 

church office. 
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Come worship with us! 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & (10:30 a.m. September - May), or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 

Church School Program 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 734-2677          Kitchen Phone 731-1377          Fax number 882-1461 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 

Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson 

 Betsy Hovde hovdefam@new.rr.com  

Lead Pastor: 
 Markus Wegenast  

 Mwegenast@appfumc.org 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Jayneann McIntosh Gagner 

 Jgagner@appfumc.org  

Visitation Pastor 
 Dave Farina    

 DLFarina71@hotmail.com  

Director of Youth & Young Adult 

Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig  

 Cladewig@appfumc.org  

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir & 

Bass       Clef: Bob Butler  

Bbutler@appfumc.org 

Organist: 
 Kathy Orth (Lead)   Lkorth8285@att.net  

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  

Wesley Handbells: 
 Position Open 

Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com  

Sonshine Singers:       

Ga  Gabriella Makuc   

   gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu 

Genesis Choir: 
 Clara Imon-Pedtke 

 clara.y.imonpedtke@lawrence.edu   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  

Property Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org 

Finance  Manager: 
  Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepcion Amy@appfumc.org   

Custodians:   
     Francois Russell Francois@appfumc.org  

     and Tom Martens 

Children’s Christmas Play 

 
 

On December 13 the Sunday School children presented “SENT: More 

of the Shepherds' Story” an original Christmas play written for them 

by Rev. Carrie Kreps Wegenast.  The children did a wonderful job 

playing roving reporters interviewing the shepherds that witnessed 

first-hand the Angels announcement of our Savior’s birth, and how it 

changed their lives forever! Great job to everyone that was involved in 

the plays making! 
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