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Who is your enemy? – Rev. Markus Wegenast 

Matthew 5: 43 – 48 

 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun 

rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love 

you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and 

sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect. 

 
1) 

Do you have any enemies? This is an awkward question – it’s awkward because we don’t typically ask it. Right? When 

was the last time that you talked to a friend and she said casually: “So, any good enemies these days?”  

“Enemy” is a strong word, and, correct me if I’m wrong: I don’t think we use it very often.  

You and I we still live in a culture of “nice” – despite all the ugly polarization that is going on in our society, 

typically…, typically, we don’t call people we know enemies, even when they are super challenging.   

 Here is a statement that I made during our Christmas Eve service and I wonder how you feel about it: 

 

Seeing someone as an enemy is not the problem! The problem is when we don’t love our enemy. 

 

For 9 weeks we will embark on a journey of understanding what it really means when Jesus said that we should love our 

enemies. My hope is that it won’t be a theoretical journey, but a practical one, a journey that reforms and transforms not 

just our minds but also our very hearts where love for enemies is made.  

 

It is not my purpose to try to convince you that you should identify more people as enemies so you can love them – that 

would be strange. You may have a hard time to consider anyone an enemy. That is ok. But what’s not ok is that we live in 

a time where we just increasingly grow suspicious of each other when we realize that we are not on the same page in 

terms of our opinion, lifestyles, or believes. 

 

2) 

Let me put my cards on the table and give you full disclosure. The reason I chose to do a message series on love for our 

enemies, is the polarization that is happening around us. Originally I wanted to start the new year with a different theme – 

but I felt that God nudged me to do this instead.  

It is heartbreaking to witness how divided we are on so many different levels, it is heartbreaking to watch the 

news or scroll through social media and see a culture of contempt getting worse and worse.  

 

It is heartbreaking to live in a culture of contempt 

Researchers in the political science sector have found that politically our nation is more polarized than it has ever been 

since the Civil War.1 That was 5 years ago and it has not gotten better! 

 

Polarization happens not just when it comes to partisan politics. It happens on many levels and we’re all part of it.  

I consider myself a pretty balanced and kind hearted person for the most part, some of you are more kind hearted 

and balanced than I, but none of us can claim that we are unaffected when we are confronted with opinions, behaviors, 

and trends that go completely against what we believe is right.  

We unfortunately but naturally hang with folks from “our pole” and shake our heads at those from other poles and 

together we witness how year after year we are drifting further apart from each other.  

 

What do we do to escape this? We listen to Jesus… 

 

We listen to Jesus and we try to follow his lead: When Jesus said “Love your enemies” he spoke it into a time and society 

that was just as polarized as ours, probably even more polarized than ours.  

When Jesus preached “Love your enemies” he meant it practically and universally. His demand to love our enemies is for 

the ideological enemies as well as the physical enemies who abuse and harm us.  

                                                           
1 Laura Paisley, “Political Polarization at Its Worst since the Civil War?” USC News, Nov. 8, 2016. 



 

If we want to follow Jesus, I believe we too need to be fully aware how universal this call is. There are no exceptions:  

 

No matter how mean, how evil, how abusive, or how wrong our enemies are, Jesus calls us to love them! 

 

We realize how almost impossible this is but it is the heart of Christianity, it is – if you will – the greatest commandment 

on steroids. (…) It’s not a side-message for those who want to take their Christian journey a step further, it is part of the 

very heart of Christ’s message which calls us to love our God and to love our neighbor – even if that neighbor happens to 

be an abominable enemy! 

 

Don’t we all feel super excited about the next 9 weeks now?! 

Loving our enemies is not easy, it has impossibilities attached to it – but living in a polarized world is not easy 

either and if Jesus has a recipe on how to do it successfully then we should heed it – the outcome will be beautiful, even if 

we won’t be perfect at it. 

 

This is a good time to share the story of Igor Stravinsky’s violin solo… 

 
Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971) 

 

I.S. was a great Russian composer who once wrote a violin solo so formidable but so hard, it was impossible to play. 

When a master violin player approached him about how impossible it is to play this perfectly Stravinsky said: I don’t want 

to hear you play it perfectly, I want to hear you try playing it perfectly! 

 

Friends, we may never be perfect in doing the will of God – but quitting or refusing to attempt it just because it’s hard 

would not be the right decision. In the same way as the attempts of violinists playing Stravinsky’s music produce 

something beautiful, our attempts to love our enemies will do too. 

 

God will be pleased, and your role in a polarized world that God loves so much will make a beautiful difference. 

 

3) 

For the next 9 weeks, don’t expect you will learn a new trick on how to love enemies and challenging people in your life. 

There are no tricks, there may be tricks on how to treat your enemies kindly, but there are no tricks to truly love them. 

Love is a gift from God. It’s our faith in God, our yes to God’s saving action in Jesus Christ that exposes us to the 

love of God so we can share it.  

 

Please don’t hear it judgmentally when I say: 

 

There is nothing so futile as to try living by biblical principles if we don’t live in the one who shares them. 
 

It is not fair to tell someone they have to love their enemies when they are not yet in love with God. It is in fact quite 

unloving to expect that someone can love their enemy out of the goodness of their heart. It requires to be in love with God 

– we can’t love as God loves without being transformed by the power of his Holy Spirit.  

 

As we contemplate Christ’s radical love in the beginning of this year, maybe it will be an opportunity for you to decide for 

the first time respond to God’s call and follow his son. Maybe there will be opportunities for you to renew your 

commitment to Christ and to grow. 

 

We can’t love as God loves without having his love poured into our hearts continuously. A great way to experience God’s 

love is by celebrating Holy Communion… 


