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“Together” - Rev. Markus Wegenast 

1 Corinthians 1:10 & Revelation 7:9 

 

Divisions in the Church 
10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that 

there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 
 

The Multitude from Every Nation 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,  

from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,  

robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 

 
1) 

We live in interesting times! Never in the history of this planet have so many people been affected by a pandemic (more 

have been infected but never affected). In addition we are part of a society that is very polarized. We disagree about many 

things – that’s ok – but it seems we focus much more on the things that divide us than on the things we have in common. 

 

Some of us are optimistic about 2021, many of us dread it. Many of us at least can’t help but wonder: How is this year 

going to unfold. Will we continue to have demonstrations that are marked by deep anger that leads to violence? Will what 

we saw last Wednesday afternoon in Washington DC be repeated at the inauguration or in other state capitols? Will it 

possibly become a sad new normal for 2021? 

 

Into the midst of these questions I want to throw a statement that a good friend of mine made recently: “Markus, he said, 

this is a great time to be alive.”  
First I thought he was just one of those die hard optimists, but I thinks it’s something else. 

 

If you say “It’s a great time to be alive” – you don’t necessarily have to think that the future will be easy and good – it 

means that you are willing to participate in the times, no matter how wild or uncertain the times in which you live are.  

I’m thinking of tomorrow’s MLK Jr day. Certainly he didn’t live in a great time, things were not all good for him and for 

the gospel that he preached, but he was willing to participate in his time and work toward making his dream come a little 

bit more true. 

 

2) 

What do you think does it take for you to carry the attitude my friend had? (…) I want to be honest: I find myself often 

thinking that we don’t live in great times, I find myself anxious about the future and often wish I could be a minister 25 

years ago. But I think we can encourage one another to say a wholehearted yes to the times in which we live – right now. 

I believe we can encourage one another to say “It’s a great time to be alive.” It gives us courage to find new strength to 

make a difference in our society. Our society is marked by so much mistrust, hatred and pessimism – it needs people who 

encourage each other to do good and to say yes to the times we are in. 

 

The very same book that inspired and guided MLK Jr. and many others before and after him, also gives us a guide on how 

to be persons that live the day. 

 

The Apostle Paul in his first epistle to the Corinthians gives a clear road map on how to be people who say yes to times 

such as ours: 

 
10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters,[a] by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement 

and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 

 

I know it sounds like such a cliché – you may hear these words and conclude they are unrealistic; that they only set you up 

for failure because it’s just not possible to be all in agreement. 

You know what? I agree that we can’t possibly all agree!! But I think we need to look at the deeper truth in these words that 

lead us to the Christ. The Apostle Paul has talked about agreement and unity in other places and he is not suggesting to obtain 

unity and agreement as a humanistic achievable challenge.  
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We will fail if we make it the goal to lead a pluralized and polarized society to finding agreement. We are directed to 

something outside of the mere humanistic realm: we are directed toward Christ who connects humans with God. We are 

directed toward Christ who bids us to be of the same mind DESPITE our disagreements! 

 

 

I find it interesting that Christ in the Gospel of Mark is referred to as the “son of man.” It has all sorts of OT and first 

century connotations. But I think us 21st century people can find quite literally that in Jesus we indeed find the true son of 

humanity. In Christ, God shows us what life together is supposed to look like. Life together in God’s eyes through Christ 

is not marked by mistrust, hatred, or violence. And we get there through imitating Christ, through union with Christ, 

through discipleship of Christ.  

 

Jesus was capable to unite 12 ordinary men that held convictions, hopes and dreams that were all over the page and even 

in competition with each other. Jesus did not attempt to unite their viewpoints, he invited them to union with himself 

which made all the difference. 

 Christ does not unite viewpoints, he invites into union with himself! 

In Christ it is possible that people who are otherwise diametrically opposed to each other can live with each other. Live! 

Not just coexist, live! 

It is amazing to see how people who seriously follow Jesus are able to live and love each other without ever thinking to 

agree with one another. In Christ… 

- an animal rights proponent can be friends with a mass market carnivore 

- a socialist can live with a capitalist 

- a Trump supporter can do things together with a Biden voter 

- an Lgbtq-rights adherent can be friends with a staunch promoter of traditional marriage and gender relations… 

 

Do I read too much into that unity thing in the Bible? I don’t think so! I find it quite biblical?  

 

3) 

I am proud today to say that Christ’s church across the denominational fields, regardless of how conservative or liberal 

her expressions are, the church universal has long discovered that in Christ there is a unity that breaches all boarders. 

 

I was recently reflecting about the book of Revelation in which we have this grand heavenly throne room scene that we 

heard earlier: 

 
9 AFTER THIS I LOOKED, AND THERE WAS A GREAT MULTITUDE THAT NO ONE COULD COUNT, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in 

white, with palm branches in their hands. 

 

If this is a depiction of God’s heavenly throne room, doesn’t it shout out loud that the people of God’s church universal 

are a vast and varied crowd? 

Multitudes by definition can’t really be that homogenous! Multitudes have it that there are disagreements and different 

expressions of life and even discipleship.  

 

This point is further highlighted when it points out that the people in God’s throne room are “from every nation, from all 

tribes and peoples and languages…”  
Heaven is not depicted as a place where suddenly everyone is the same and their background no longer matters. What 

unites them is not that they all have the same culture, language or national pride – what unites them is their focus and their 

worship. It is directed to the one, the one on the throne and to the lamb that invited them into the throne room by its blood! 

 

Friends, we should not wait until heaven to realize that Christ calls us to unity. I don’t want to be embarrassed when I get 

to heaven and I find out that I have to spend an eternity with a neighbor of whom I thought he is completely wrong! 

 

I want to encourage you, you personally: this week, this month, this new year: Embrace your life, embrace the times you 

live in. It may not be the times you want them to be, but it is a great time to live when you live your life as a gift from God. 

Live it as a disciple of Jesus Christ, and show the world how togetherness works. Don’t get distracted when the news 

shows you the worst of society; be the best, be in Christ, do what seems humanly impossible: love your neighbor, love your 

enemy, love your God – imitate Christ, and don’t forget to love yourself a little too. Amen. 


