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Luke 10:25-37 

 
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus, “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What 

is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 

all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 
28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 

“And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, 

who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he 

saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and 

bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care 

of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will 

repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 

robbers?”37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

Strangely, we Christians have difficulty living the two significant standards of God for us; the standard morality and 

justice, which means personal holiness, and social holiness. It is challenging to find a denomination where the two ideas 

are well balanced in their theology. We tend to blame each other for the direction of other denominations. These ideas are 

two incredibly big spiritual mountains for Christians to climb, with effort, at the same time. It doesn't sound easy, but we 

can and should in the Holy Spirit. If we live with only one part of the mountain, we miss a significant amount of faith 

from the other. 

When our Yahweh God judged the Israelites before the fall of Jerusalem, there were two reasons; the first one was about 

immorality, the second reason was regarding social injustice. For example, we read in Amos that people sold a person for 

the cost of a pair of sandals.  

We are to climb both mountains simultaneously as Christian, with the help of the Holy Spirit. Today we want to explore 

the justice mountain. What is the first word that comes to your mind? Racism! It is the most important word regarding 

social injustice! 

After King Solomon's reign, the kingdom was divided into Southern Judah and Northern Israel. Samaria is the region in 

the middle of Northern Israel. After the Assyrians occupied Samaria, the Samaritans were isolated and dehumanized 

generation after generation. How did the Jews perceive them? In other documents in the Old Testament, Samaritans were 

thought of as dirty, unclean, dogs, inferior, half-breed, contaminated, less than human. There was only one stereotype of 

the story. But Jesus mentioned the Samaritans in unusual ways. We remember the three big stories that surprised Jews. 

In Luke's gospel, when Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee, ten lepers met Jesus. Jesus healed 

them all, but only one Samaritan Leper chose to return and gave thanks and glory to Jesus. In John's gospel Ch. 4, Jesus 

intentionally went through Samaria. It was the road that the Israelites tried to avoid at all costs. There Jesus met a 

Samaritan woman at the well. The radical conversation with the woman at the well was so scandalous at that time. She 

was transformed, and the entire village came to Jesus and found that Jesus was the true Messiah. And the Good Samaritan 

story! When an expert in the law asked Jesus, "Who is my neighbor?" Jesus talks to him about a parable of a Good 

Samaritan who had a compassionate heart that goes far beyond the kindness of most hearts. He helped the man beaten by 

the bandits on the dangerous road toward Jericho, brought him to the inn for healing, and promised that he would take 

care of all the costs. He was a Samaritan who had to live through the inhuman discrimination by the Jews. 

Jews had only one story about the Samaritans: they were dogs, dirty, inferior, and 

less human. Jesus startled the Jews by the way Jesus brings them back to see the 

Samaritan's dignity and the beauty of humanity, which was an image that Jews 

could never connect to the Samaritans. Jesus was saying through the stories to the 

Jews, "No, your racism is wrong. The way you think about the Samaritans in a 

stereotype with enmity is great violence!" 

The Jewish people thought it was dangerous to travel through the Samaritan area. 

Why was it so? When Jews villainize the Samaritans, there is a particular 

interaction that was caused by their evil done to them. And in human nature, it 

always escalates while the negativity exchanges. And your politics, guidelines, rules start to change responding to the 

negativity. So, people had to choose another way to travel to a different part of Israel, which took three or four times 

longer. 

Jesus turned down the only wrong story that was said repeatedly against Samaritans; inferior, dirty, and dangerous. 

Instead, Jesus let them understand who they really were. It is not only the story of Jesus' time. It is the story of our current 

day. 

God created us as one family. God wants us to worship together as is written Rev 7:9: "After this I looked and there 

before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing before 

the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands." It shows 



 

a glimpse of worship in a broader vision. Imagine! Multi-ethnic, multi-language in every tribe and nation in the 

harmonious spirit of God. It sounds fascinating. 

To reach the vision of one worshipping people of God, we need to go to the deeper level of interconnectedness and 

understanding in sharing pain and life in our concrete life situations. I am an Asian. However, we, the privileged white, 

cannot fully understand the racial discrimination, structured, systemic poverty, lack of opportunity of education, 

dangerous living conditions, struggle, fear, pain, desperation for the survival of the people of color such as Black, Asian, 

Latino, other races, as immigrants in this country’s experience. It is a huge thing! 

A vast gap is there. With the word Racism, we tend to think, "I am not a racist. I have a black friend." But pressing down 

that thought, we need to open our hearts, listen to what is happening in their lives, and see what we could not imagine.  

Quite a lot, as many do not have the security of living in various ways, some have no access to the doctor or the police. 

And we might think it is by their fault, their laziness, their lack of effort, etc. No! It is far deeper than that. 

Let's think about what happens to the people in Samaria. If the Samaritans are lesser than (this way of thought is from 

group pride and egotism), it begins to infiltrate and impact the very ideas we think about them. So, after a while, we start 

to think, it may be a good thing that we don't provide dignity to the Samaritans. And after a period, it makes sense that 

they don't get the same resources that outside people have. Their school system just wasn't as good as ours outside of their 

community and it is okay for it to be like that because they are lesser than. After a while, water systems won't flow into 

the Samaritans from the same resource. You don't even sense how sin infiltrates in various ways - in destructive ways. 

Here is a small example. In San Francisco, in my circuit, there was a black pastor, whose mother was the first black 

woman UMC bishop. One time, he talked to me about what had happened the day before. He was with his big son, 18 

years old, in the parking lot in front of a fine restaurant in Sausalito, a beautiful area. Before going into the restaurant, he 

remembered to text for something urgent. He was sitting in the car a little longer time, and soon police appeared to them. 

The police requested his ID. When he asked what the matter was, he got the answer that a cook saw two black men in the 

car through the window, and thought that they might be dangerous, and might be thieves or from gangs. So, the cook 

called the police.  

The white cook had only one story about black men; they are gangsters and thieves. The white cook treated the pastor and 

his son as thieves and gangsters, with the only reason - that they were black men. It is undoubtedly a great injustice. We 

know that Christians should not participate in that kind of abuse. My black and brown friends genuinely worry about their 

children, how they could survive through this oppressive, violent culture against people of color.  

Where did this bias start? Why has this path become so broken, so dangerous? Indeed, there is a long list of things done in 

this country, beginning with the stories of slavery, African Americans, Japanese Americans incarceration in WWII, and 

indigenous people. It is harrowing even to remember. 

After the civil rights act 1964, in the last several decades, the civil rights of millions of black and Latino Americans set 

back. It is because the fundamental injustice has been carried out through our criminal justice system due to our 

profoundly unequal law enforcement system. 

It is well explained in the book The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness that civil rights 

lawyer Michelle Alexander wrote. The United States has 5 % of the world's population; it contains nearly 25 % of its 

known prisoners. It represents a 500 percent increase in the total number of prisoners over the last forty years. Almost 7 

million people were in prison or jail in 2013. This surge in mass incarceration has had a robust racial character. She notes 

the shocking fact that more African American adults were in prison today than were enslaved in the year 1850, a decade 

before the Civil War began. According to statistics, with the same crime, the possibility that a black man can go to jail is 

nine times bigger than a white man. 

All over the Unites States, communities are suffering from the consequences of racial injustice. Reconciliation is needed. 

We can choose superficial conversations or deep connectedness with empathy in a cross-racial conversation. Jim Willis 

says that there are the biggest obstacles to honest and open communication between white people and people of color on 

the problematic issues of race. What is it? It is the reality that the experience of people of color is very different from the 

experience of white people due to the structural forces of racism and white privilege. All these overwhelming truths are 

wrapped with the emotion of fear on both sides. 

Where should we start? How should we go over the obstacles? First, a deeper essential understanding is needed about who 

we are (Who are we?) : we are all sinful and broken people, all biased with prejudice. But we have hope that Jesus has 

broken down all the barriers of hostility. Only in the heart of the Holy Spirit we can feel the pain of brothers and sisters of 

other races as one family. Only in Jesus can we truly become one in harmony as Ephesians 2:14 says; "For he is our 

peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility."  

People need the gospel for transformation. On the way toward the ultimate harmonious society, we need a sound system 

that regulates behaviors that can restrain the heartless. Also, there is one thing we need to be aware of. It is to know about 

what we should fight for. Paul said, "We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places 

(Ephesians 6:12). As we read, Human sin is compounded by demonic power and intensifies systemic evil.  

Prayers are essential to knowing whom we are wrestling with. We need to have deep empathy, stand on the right side of 

the truth, and live our lives as disciples of Jesus, with concrete action to change the realities we have. 


