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6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully 

will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 

abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good 

work. 9 As it is written, 

“He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 

    his righteousness endures forever.” 
10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 

and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way for your great 

generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; 12 for the rendering of this ministry not 

only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 13 Through the 

testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by 

the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you 

because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you.  
15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

- 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

 

If I told you, you just won a million dollars, 2 million, 3 million, what would you do with it? The children 

of First Church said, “I would buy lots of video games and Lego sets.” “I would give some to charity.” “I 

would give it to the homeless.” “I would give away to places that need it.” “I would spend half and give 

the other half to church.” “I would put it in the bank.” “I would get unicorn stuff.” “I’m not sure.” I know 

in my younger years I was all about giving it away first. Now, all I can think about is paying off the 

student loans, car payment, and mortgage, THEN I’d give. How about you? Where did your mind go 

first? 

 

As a young girl, I was all about giving. If there was something to give to I would. My mom reminds me 

often of the story of when I was 10 years old. I had been saving my money from earning an allowance 

from the chores I did at home, and there was a special mission project going on for children at my mom’s 

church. My mom was taken aside after the service by the money counters to make sure she was aware that 

I gave $40 towards the mission project. My mom was dumbfounded. That was all I had. She actually tried 

to talk me out of it, but I insisted that I had everything I needed, and the children of the mission project 

needed the money much more than I did. So I gave it all. 

 

Then, I got older. It became much harder to give when you have bills that you have to pay, debt that 

accumulates. Don’t get me wrong, I have never stopped tithing. My mom taught me at a young age to 

always tithe, not necessarily out of obligation, but she always had stories to tell about God’s blessings 

even when it seemed hard to tithe.  

 

When I was in my early years of high school, my mom considered pulling our family’s tithe from the 

church. Our family was struggling financially, and she could not come up with a better way. My dad told 

her that they needed to continue giving. It is what they said they would do (the obedient, obligated former 

catholic that he was). My mom was utterly surprised that not a half hour later when they received in the 

mail 2 checks giving my brother and I a generous gift for college. You see it wasn’t, for my mom, about 

God making sure you have all the money that you need. It’s about reminding that everything is ok. My 

mom decided that day that she would continue tithing because when we are faithful to God we are 

reminded of the always faithfulness of God. 



 

But, life is more complicated than just giving away. We have been taught that we can’t just spend/give, 

we have to save. We have to keep. We have to earn. That’s how the world works, but how do we do it in a 

Christian way. Many of us were also taught that it is more blessed to give than to receive, but the truth is 

that we must first receive in order to give. John Wesley brought into his teaching: Gain all you can, Save 

all you Can, Give all you Can.  

 

Wesley believed that it was important to gain all one can, save all one can, and then give all one can. One 

must gain before one could give. In this idea he expressed: “We ought not to gain money at the expense of 

life; nor at the expense of our health. Neither should we begin to continue in any business which 

necessarily deprives us of proper seasons for food and sleep in such a proportion as our nature requires.” 

Others included not hurting our mind or neighbor. You see, “Gain all you can” still revolved around the 

great commandment, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind, and love 

your neighbor as yourself.”  

 

When it came to saving all one can, Wesley may have seemed extra Puritan to us. He said, “Expend no 

part of [our money] merely to gratify the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eye, or the pride of life. Do 

not waste desires of the flesh; enlarging the pleasure of tasting or the desire of the eye. Lay out nothing to 

gratify the pride of life [vanity].” He even insisted that those possessions that children would one day 

believe was a waste should not even be bought in the first place so that they may not be trapped in vanity. 

This might today be called being a minimalist. Potentially living a life that is set up to give. 

 

Wesley believed that God made us stewards of the earth which brings in giving all one can. His hierarchy 

of giving was explained in one of his many sermons on money. He stated, “First provide things needful 

for yourself, food, clothing, preserving body in health and strength. Then provide [for] any others who 

pertain to your houseful. Do good to them that are of the household of faith. [Then to] all men [or 

people].” Do you see the system to which John encouraged Methodists to live? Do what you need to do 

for yourself and your immediate family, then to your church family, then to the world. 

 

Now, it’s one thing to just preach it, but John Wesley actually lived it. In the registry of finances that he 

kept and to those who knew him, it was known that he would only live on 28 pounds a year. As a student 

at Oxford, he lived on 28 pounds a year. As his earnings increased to 30 and eventually to 120 pounds, he 

continued to live on the same 28 pounds, which eventually was 23% of his earnings. If we were to live off 

of 23% of the average income in Appleton, that would only be $11,000 a year. Talk about minimalistic 

and frankly seemingly impossible. Wesley even went on to tell people that if at his death he had more 

than 10 pounds in his possession, they could call him a robber. That is some amazing minimalism.  

 

It makes us wonder if we are meant then to feel guilty about our lack of being so minimalistic or if 

something greater is to be learned here. 

 

On top of it each Sunday we are asked to give back to God some of what God has given to us, to look for 

the blessings in our lives and give because of them. Yet. that brings us possibly into a space of feeling we 

owe it to God. A system of Quid Pro Quo (a favor and repayment) if you will. 

 

A few months back the United Methodist Pastors of the Wisconsin Conference gathered at Green Lake to 

listen and discuss author Diana Butler Bass’s idea of gratitude. We were brought into a world of thinking 

outside of the box because without realizing it, we have made pledging and giving a Quid Pro Quo 

transaction. We, as humans, have made giving a guilt-driven, obligated contract where there is a sense 

that we need to do this in order to “thank God”. But what if I told you that’s not really what it is about. It 

wasn’t even like that for the Israelites and God. 



 

In other nations in ancient times, the people gathered to give their gods gifts in order that the gods might 

respond with gratitude to the people’s praise and send them rain, an abundant harvest, or a military 

victory. In ancient Israel, gratitude worked differently: God sent gifts to the people, and the people 

responded in gratitude and with promises to live more deeply in love and the law. This giving is not about 

a transaction, but instead a response to God’s grace. In a world where Romans soon occupied, God was 

still there trying to remind them of a system that didn’t have to be a transaction. 

 

So, how do we deal with that? How do we break the system of Quid Pro Quo giving, of obligation giving, 

of guilt in our giving? 

 

One of the things that gives us potential guilt is the idea of turning in a pledge card. It is as if the only 

thing that matters is our devotion to giving money to the church. It’s like all the church wants is to know 

they will be receiving money, but there is so much more to that. 

 

While making a pledge is about allowing the church participant to make a conscience intentional decision 

to spend their money in ways that reflect their faith, it also allows the church to look at how we can wisely 

spend the money in order to support ministry and missions in the way God calls us. Pledges currently 

amount to about 90% of our generation donations, which means it is substantial amount of our budget 

alongside of our endowments. This year we encouraged to have 300 pledges turned in. So, far we have 

reached almost 100 short of that, so I want to encourage you if you haven’t already to turn one in. (You 

can do that by emailing Lynn Halley.) While our budget is not solely based on pledges, we do greatly rely 

on them to know what ministries and missions we are able to start and fully continue. 

 

On top of pledges, we do also find that the idea of giving period can be daunting. We have worked hard 

for what we have. But, if we reflect on our lives about how hard we worked to arrive where we are, we 

are likely to become less than willing to give, because there is something innately programmed into us to 

have us think either that by our hard work we deserve what we have or that we have been shortchanged 

and do not have enough. If, on the other hand, we think about how many doors have been opened to us, 

about how we have gotten where we are by the way things have surprisingly opened to or “broken for” us, 

then we are more likely to think more generously. 

 

We can spend our money on unicorn stuff or Legos or save it in the bank, but how does God want us to 

live our lives. Are we called to a life of comfortability or a life that is giving of ourselves? We may not be 

called to a life as minimalistic as John Wesley, but God calls us to be cheerful givers who look towards 

not obligation, but of ministry and mission. Will you join me today in recognizing that God is calling us 

to earn all we can, so we can save all we can, so we can give all we can? 

 

It may look very different for many of us. For some we are more comfortable in our finances. For others 

of us we are already giving all we can. For yet others of us, we are looking for new ways to be who God 

has called us to be. Let us join together in ministry and mission and be the cheerful givers that God has 

called in us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


