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A New Children’s Choir at First Church

Hear, Ye! Hear, Ye! Hear, Ye! There is a new children’s choir being formed at
First Church and all children in grades Kindergarten through Fifth Grade are invited
to join. If you like to sing and have a good time praising the Lord, then this group is
for you! Known as the Sonshine Singers, this new group will be directed by Sally
Alvarado, a music education major at Lawrence University, who is excited and
eagerly looking forward to making music together with our new children’s choir.
Working with Kidz Konnection on Wednesday nights, all children will meet at 6:00.
At 6:30, those children in grades 3, 4, & 5, who wish to be in the choir, will leave
Kidz Konnection to attend their rehearsal. At 7:00, the children in Kindergarten,
grades 1, & 2 will leave Kidz Konnection to join the choir rehearsal, which will
dismiss at 7:30 along with Kidz Konnection. Fall 2018 start up for the Sonshine
Singers will be on Wednesday, October 10 along with Kidz Konnection.

September 20th
Email articles to
office@appfumc.org

Festival of Carols for 2018
will be on
December 14 at 7:00 p.m.
Save the date!

September Memory Verse:
“We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul…”

Hebrews 6:19a
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Pastor’s Ponderings September 2018
Have you said a prayer for First Church recently?

Pastor Ponderings

Over ONE HUNDRED people of our church will excitingly answer this question with a
firm YES, WE HAVE! Since the beginning of this year we have a monthly prayer
ministry which invites you, the people of First Church, to sign up for a day of the month
to pray for First Church and its ministries. We now have a beautiful display board that
shows the people who are praying for us on any given day, some things they are praying
for and instructions on how you can do the same. The display is right between Pastor
Liz’s and my office – come check it out, but more importantly: Pray for our church.
Prayer is what keeps us focused on God’s
mission and purposes as individuals and a
church. I can’t see how out of our own
strength we would be able to lay suspicion,
divisiveness and outright mistrust aside. I
can’t see how over 1,000 people can find
any sense of common purpose unless they
are guided by the power of prayer. Praying
for our church and being a prayed-for church
is what keeps us and improves us to be a community of people that brings healing and
wholeness to ourselves and the communities around us.
Next month I will invite you to add another element to your prayers for our church. Are
you excited to find out what it will be? Come to church on the last weekend in September
or read the October Connections!
Truly yours,

Pastor Markus

September 2018 Preaching Plan
September 1/2, Communion
Text: 1 King 2:10-12; 3:3-14 (Transition from King David to Solomon)
We finish up our summer series on 1 & 2 Samuel with this passage!
September Theme:
“Are You Out of Your Mind?” – God and Your Mental Health

“Are You Out of Your Mind?”
It’s a question we typically don’t ask seriously but
only offensively – as a judgment, rather than a
question. Mental un-health is a serious issue but
unfortunately we regard mental illness as a stigma
rather than a disease that needs and can be treated.
Jesus himself was in the situation that he was
accused to be mentally insane and it was a
condemning statement rather than a concern for him
to seek treatment. During the month of September we
will powerfully highlight mental health in worship
and look into aspects such as personality, community
support, suicide and hope.

September 8/9, Kick-off Sunday
Text: Mark 3: 20b-27
Theme: Mental health and personality
September 15/16,
Text: Luke 8: 26-35.39
Theme: Mental health and community
September 22/23,
Text: Philippians 1:21-26
Theme: Mental health and suicide
September 29/30,
Text: Psalm 34: 17-20
Theme: Mental health and hope
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Church Photo Directory
This fall we are having pictures taken by Lifetouch in preparation for a
new photo directory! Please schedule your appointment by going online
at https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/yz9p930y/ or you
can schedule with one of our volunteers before/after weekend worship or
simply by calling the church office. Each family will receive a
complimentary 8x10 photograph, as well as a free church directory for
participating.
I must admit I am a bit flabbergasted that it is
already September.
We have amazing things ready to kick-off, and
we hope that you will join us!
On September 9th, we have some fantastically
fun activities planned to kick us off into the
program year. Our Ministry Fair will be filled
with: our amazing ministries, a blow-up obstacle
for all ages, photo booth, and more!
First Church has ministries that really make a
difference to the people of our congregation and
to the people in our community.
Check it out, and potentially win a prize!
The fun starts with worship at 9am on
September 9th and ends at noon!

Don’t forget to Update your Membership Record
Does our Church database have your family membership record correct?
It is time for us to update our database with any changes, additions, or
deletions that may have occurred in your family over the past year. Have
you changed your phone number? Have you moved? Are you preparing
to move soon? Are all of your children still at home and are they all
included in your membership record? Do you want your record
published? Here is your chance to update your record for our Photo
Directory. If you have not already informed the Church Office about
changes to your record, please let us know now so that the information in
the Directory is correct. The Church Office number is 920-734-2677.
Thank you for your help!

With God’s love,

Church Records
Pastor Liz

Baptism:
8-05-2018
Melissa Cinea Renee, daughter of Frank and Danel Burchby.

Tithe in July Campaign Update
A great big THANK YOU goes out to the 49 families that
participated in the Tithe in July campaign. To think that just two
weeks ago we were concerned because only 28 families had
contributed $4255 towards our goal of $9000. Today we are so
pleased to report that a total of 49 families participated with total
giving at $11,033! Once again it is truly amazing to see the way
that the members here at First Church step up to the
challenge. Tithe In July is an opportunity for members to work
toward tithing at a time when giving can be down due to the hot,
busy summer. Thank You again to all that participated! We are
blessed to have such generous and committed members.
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
UPDATE

How wonderful it is to have air-conditioning in the School Wing second floor classrooms, Fellowship Hall and Welcome area.
This year’s Vacation Bible School did not have to be concerned about the hot late July weather for the children attending and
the adults helping with this yearly children’s event. Work on the air-conditioning of the sanctuary continues to progress
nicely, with the equipment to arrive on site in about three to four weeks. Replacement of the heating and air-conditioning
controls are being worked out with Energy Control and Design the vendor for the project.
The electricians continue to make progress towards the replacement of the main power panel. The upgraded power panel and
ancillary panels will insure enough dependable power for many years to come.
Six projects on the Capital Campaign Project list have been completed. Parking lot repaved, Window Wells repaired, LED
Lighting throughout the facility, Lower Level Restrooms remodeled, Windows replaced in the 1964 School Wing building
and the Boiler Room floor and drains replaced. Current expenses compared to budget show that we are positive $134,000,
which means we are so far under budgeted cost. Looking forward other expenses are sure to exceed budget but overall we
should come out very close to our Budgeted Capital Campaign Expenses overall.
Work continues on the Youth Lounge with an expected completion date of September 1st.
Tuck pointing of the mortar holding the stone in place has begun and is progressing well. All of the
stone is being pressure washed and the loose and deteriorating mortar joints are being chipped out and
concreted with new mortar. This will add many years of life to the stone structure and stop water from
getting behind the stone causing deterioration of the structure.

With funding from Endowment the dishwasher and grease trap have been replaced in the church kitchen. This project was not
part of the Capital Campaign Projects, so did not affect the Capital Campaign Expenditures.
Thank you and God bless everyone for your continued Financial Support. Much has been accomplished with more to done.
Board of Trustees

Capital Campaign Update from our Finance Committee:
Money Pledged
Money Collected
Money Paid Out
for Projects
Remaining Balance
Owed by end of year
on Projects Started

$1,712,826
$1,012,583
$ 713,509
$ 378,229
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50 reasons to celebrate The United Methodist Church
As the United Methodist Church is celebrating its 50th anniversary we will publish 10 reasons to celebrate the
church each month from June – October 2018. Last month we start with the category of “people.” Visit
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/50-reasons-to-celebrate-the-united-methodist-church to see the complete list,
or hold on to your First Church Connections that will feature them in print.
Reason 31-40: Our Mission
31. To alleviate human suffering and advance hope and healing. Since 1940, the United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) has been providing aid to families like those hurt by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria.
32. To focus on ministries with women, children and youth. 800,00 United Methodist Women work across the globe,
including in Liberia where UMW offered meals and lifesaving information during the Ebola outbreak of 2014.
33. “To empower the ministry of Jesus Christ through men within the congregations of the UMC.” United Methodist Men
offers spiritual resources, like Strength for Service devotionals for the U.S. military.
34. To volunteer in relief efforts around the world. Volunteers in Mission do construction, teach, conduct medical clinics,
lead Bible study, and more.
35. To plant new churches and encourage congregations to “see all the people.” One vibrant example is Embrace Church in
northern California, which launched in July 2015.
36. To discern God’s call in our lives and use our spiritual gifts.
37. To address the mental, physical and spiritual well-being of all. The church’s Abundant Health initiative encourages
members to embrace healthy living and hula-hoops.
38. To support the rights of workers and fight for a living wage. Learn ways you can support worker justice.
39. To remember our role as stewards of God’s earth and care for Creation.
40. To recognize the sin of racism and seek racial justice. Learn ways you can take a stand against racism.

Members of Embrace Church in
northern California’s Bay Area pose
for a group selfie.
Image courtesy of Embrace Church.

6|Page

Begins!
“Lift Every Voice and Sing!”
Sanctuary Choir

Wesley Handbell Choir

Adult men and women
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 5,
6:30 p.m., Room 301
Bob Butler, director

Youth through Adult men and women
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 5,
6:30 p.m., Room 302
Danny Schierl, director

Bass Clef

Grace

Adult men
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 12,
6:00 p.m., Room 301
PJ Uhazie, director

Adult women
Rehearsals begin Monday, September 10,
6:00 p.m., Room 301
Cindy Trudell, director

Sonshine Singers
Kindergarten through 5th grades
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, October 10,
6:00 p.m., Room 308
Sally Alvarado, director

Don’t miss out!
Be part of the exciting music ministry
of First Church as we…

“…let our rejoicing rise…
...and let it resound!"

7|Page

8|Page

August 7, 2018
Greetings. I just had to send a note to say thanks again and send you a picture of
another group from your church.
The “Darting Needles” meet at First United Methodist and were inspired to do a quilt
in honor of the build. They made a gorgeous quilt with the theme of “Neighbor” and
gave it to our affiliate. Two of the group leaders, Sherry Fox and Kathy Meyers,
showed it to us today and we had to take a picture. It will be displayed at a quilt show
at your church in October and then decorate our education center for years to come.
God bless everyone at the church. Our staff are amazed at how many people from the
church, in so many ways, have been involved. If there were 100 First United
Methodist Churches in the world, we are convinced that everyone would have a home.
Thank you always!
P.S. I stopped by the build site this afternoon and the crew was moving right
along. Your walls are framed and laying on the concrete pad. Tomorrow they are
raised and it begins to look like a home. Be proud!
Best regards,
Tom Simon
Director of Development,
Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity

Tom Simon with Cha Vang,
recipient of the Habitat home.
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Edison Elementary School
Back to school is an exciting time of year! It also means it is time to buy back to school
supplies which can be a daunting expense for many families here at Edison School. With
many families having multiple kids in schools it can cost upwards of $100.00 or more
just to cover the basics on the lists the schools send out.
We as a "Community Church" can step in again and help provide some very needed
supplies for the families and classrooms.
The school is in need of the basic supplies like crayons, markers, rulers, erasers, pencils
etc. We will be providing the detailed list on our board in the church beginning in
September. Another thing specifically the school has requested is socks and underwear
for children age 3-7 boys and girls.
We appreciate all the generous donations and support the Mission of the Month program
receives and thank you for supporting the kids going back to school this month!
For any questions please contact Barbara Finlayson Rice.
Drum Roll Please for July’s Mission of the Month “Roll” Call
First Church you are amazing, wonderful, awesome, and more than generous! When
the “roll” call was set up to answer the urgent need for paper products for the Salvation
Army, July’s Mission of the Month, it was hoped we would collect 150 paper items or
one week’s worth. Your generosity enabled us to provide for almost an entire month.
Thank you, thank you, thank you! Together we collected 379 rolls of toilet paper, 100
rolls of paper toweling, and 41 boxes of tissues. In addition you contributed 20
packages of hygiene products, 5 packages of diapers, 50 miscellaneous cleaning items,
AND 16 large packages of napkins which were given to the kitchen for the noon lunch
program (a local paper company no longer supplies napkins). You have been a
blessing to many local families! A sincere HUGE thank you for supporting our local
missions.

GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that
features some of the nation’s foremost Christian
experts on grief and recovery topics. The video
seminars are combined with group discussion of
the materials presented during the video, as well
as participants sharing how they themselves are
dealing with the death of their loved one. Each
week is a different topic. People can join at any
point in the 13-week cycle. Classes are on
Wednesdays, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. and 6:00 - 8:00
p.m. in the Wesley Room beginning September
5th. Please contact Phyllis Freeman, GriefShare
Facilitator for more information.
574-2859 /pfreeman1@new.rr.com.

Did you know that First
Church has devotionals
on our Podcast?
Check them out by
going to our church
website, (appfumc.org),
click on the “Link” tab,
and click on the
“Podcast” link. Enjoy!

What is a podcast?
It is a free audio
recording that you can
access through your
smart phone, tablet or
computer at any point in
time. There is no app or
special setting needed,
just click on the link and
listen.

Phoebe Circle will have its first meeting of the program year on
September 11th, at 9:30 in the Asbury Lounge. Phoebe Circle
meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month. We would like to invite all
the women of the church to consider joining us each month as we
work on mission projects. At each meeting we have a short
meeting and devotional, food, and a program/ project. Some
projects are yearly such as the Valentine bags for Harbor House,
and the mailing for the Phantom Salad Luncheon which allows us
to support a variety of nonprofits in our area. At some meetings,
we have had a speaker share information on a concern in our
community. We would love to have you join us and be part of
selecting the topics/ projects for this year. Our meeting in
September will be social as well as planning the activities for this
coming year. Please come and join us. We would love your
input. We look forward to seeing everyone on September 11th.
Ellen Roe & Bonnie LeClair
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Financial Education with Russell Bold

Men’s Thursday Noon Bible Study

Have questions about your retirement fund? Don’t
understand what steps to take next financially in life?
Any questions or conversation that you would like to
have with Russell is welcomed with no pressure. Feel
free to sit down with him the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each
month in the Conference Room at 10:00am starting
September 23rd.

Join Pastor Markus as we dive into an amazing book of
the Bible. Join the Men’s Study for: “Your Life and the
Gospel: discovering how the Gospel of Mark speaks into
a Modern Man’s Life. Find out next month the theme
that will be prevalent in the book of Mark. Men meet in
the Wesley Room from noon-1pm on Thursdays starting
October 11th. No book needed.

Movie Nights

Women’s Thursday Noon Bible Study

Join Amy Concepcion on the 3rd Wednesday of each
month, starting on September 19th, to watch a Christianbased movie in the Chapel. Popcorn and water will be
provided.

Join Pastor Liz as we dive into the full-fledged stories of
Abraham in Genesis. Be immersed into the story of the
man who had an amazing covenant with God in “The
Cumbersome Covenant”. Women meet in the
Conference Room from noon-1pm on Thursdays starting
October 11th. No book needed.

Theology on Mondays
“Unbelievable” by John Shelby Spong will be the
subject of conversation at Theology on Mondays, for
those who like to examine progressive theology, starting
on September 17th. As a Bible scholar and a progressive
thinker, Spong offers a new approach that challenges
Christians to explore their beliefs in new and meaningful
ways. Considered by some as a provocateur, he
certainly does promote thoughtful reflection on our
Christian faith, whether or not we agree with him. Each
discussion is from 10:00am-noon on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th
Mondays in the Wesley Room. Books cost $17.

Theology on Tap
Want to talk about topics relating to God, but want to do
it in a relaxed setting? Come to Theology on Tap! We
meet once a month during the week after work at one of
establishments in the Fox Valley. The last few topics
have included: how to interpret the Bible, having
modern day prophets, and more! Participants can drink
alcoholic or nonalcoholic drinks and choose whether or
not they want to get food as well. Join us: September
6th, October 11th, and November 29th at Waverly Beach,
both from 6:00-8:00pm.

“The Story” Bible Study
The Bible is hard to understand, and often we don’t
really understand when things happen. Join Wendy
Anzelmo and Pastor Liz as we go through the Bible
chronologically with “The Story”. Each story in these
31 chapters reveals the God of grace---the God who
speaks; the God who acts; the God who listens; the God
whose love for his people culminated in his sacrifice of
Jesus, his only Son, to atone for the sins of humanity.”
Books cost $12. We start on September 16th.

Wednesday Study Group
“Feast of the Bible”
God's redemptive plan is unveiled through the feasts of
Israel. The feasts are still relevant for our lives today
because they: show how Messiah Jesus is the fulfillment
of the feasts and holidays, illustrate the Jewish roots of
Christianity, explain history and symbolism in the Old
Testament, open our eyes to the Lord's provision, love,
and care for us, inspire us to worship God, and point to
our glorious future with Messiah. Author Dr. Sam
Nadler was brought up in a traditional Jewish home, and
came to believe in Jesus as Messiah. Join us for this
awesome study! No book needed. Join us Wednesdays
from 11:15am-12:30pm in the Asbury Lounge starting
September 10th.

Women of the Word
Women of the Word is back in action. Join Sue Stehula
and women of First Church as we enjoy fellowship with
one another while learning more about faith, God, and
each other. Our book is: “James: Mercy Triumphs” by
Beth Moore, which provides a personal study experience
5 days a week with seeking how one glimpse of the
resurrected Savior turned an unbeliever into a disciple.
We gather Mondays after choir (around 7:00pm) starting
September 10th. Books cost $21.

Tuesday Class
This group comes together to help each other grow in all
things spiritual. We meet during the year, and look at 4
studies, each 6-8 weeks long, that are selected by the
group. You can join us for one or all of these studies.
Our first book for this fall will be selected soon! Join on
Tuesdays from 1:30-3:00pm in the Wesley Room. Cost
will be communicated when the book has been chosen.
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Wednesday Night Emphasis:
Mind

Heart
Creating Cards
Like being crafty and writing cards? Join Pam Chitek on
Wednesday Nights from 6:00-7:30pm in Room 224 as
we reach out to others with our hands and hearts.
Cost is $5 for supplies for the 6-week class.

Soul
Prayer Warriors
Spend time during your busy week praying for the
people of First Church with a Befriender. We will walk
through the sanctuary praying that God’s spirit will
touch each person that is a part of worship, and say
special prayers for those who attend worship in the
chapel. There is no cost.
Music Ministries
Join one of choirs on Wednesday night and experience a
soulful experience in praising God through music.
Sanctuary Choir meets in room 301 and sings in worship
3 Sundays of the month. Wesley Hand Bells meets in
room 302 and plays in worship the 2nd Sunday of the
month. There is no auditions, and all are welcome!
Both are free to join.

“Long Story Short - the Gospel of Mark: Is Jesus just a
human after all?”
Join Pastor Markus on Wednesday Nights from 6:007:30pm in the Asbury Lounge as we learn about Jesus’s
humanity in the Gospel of Mark. There is no cost for
this class.
Christ-Centered Meditation
Need some peaceful time to center yourself? To have
time to yourself? Join Kathy Ward on Wednesday
Nights from 6:00-7:30pm in room 222 to re-center
yourself in God’s warm embrace. No Cost is involved.

Strength
The Carpenter’s Workshop
Enjoy working with your hands? Join Jim Urbaniak on
Wednesday Nights from 6:00-7:30pm in the gym to
build while positively impacting the community. Cost
for supplies is $20 per person for the 6-week class.

Is There Anything I Can Say?
Speaker Reverend Carrie Kreps Wegenast
10:30-11:30 a.m. Presentation and Q & A
Sunday, September 30, 2018
Asbury Lounge

Starting Wednesday,
September 5th!

As caring people we naturally want to comfort someone experiencing
depression, say the words that will bring a smile and provide insights
that will kickstart their healing process, but we may not fully
understand their struggle and find it difficult to find any words. We
may even prefer to distance ourselves from them than risk an awkward
situation. We are left wondering, “Is there anything I can say?”
Befriender Ministry invites all FUMC members and guests to attend as
Rev. Carrie Kreps Wegenast answers that question with thoughtful and
sensitive suggestions to offer the gift of friendship and make a
difference in someone’s life.
Befriender Ministers seek to offer a listening ear, a gentle prayer, and
an open heart to anyone in need.

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
$6 per person or $12 max per family
What’s for dinner?

Our first meal will be chicken and
mashed potatoes and several other
wonderful dishes.
Hope you can make it!
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March 12-21 (25), 2019
Join Pastor Liz and The Society of Biblical Studies on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.






We have officially opened our trip to more churches around area!
Don’t miss out on this exciting learning experience!
Anyone can go! Not too many steps per day. Pricing will come down with fundraisers.
Fundraisers begin this month and will help those who are already signed up.
This is a chance of a lifetime to see where Jesus walked!

We’ll see these amazing sites…and more:
 Jericho (Joshua 5-7, Judges 1:27-36)
 Where Jesus was baptized – Qasr al Yehud (Mark 1:1-12)
 Samaria (John 4)
 Mount of the Beatitudes (Matthew 5-7)
 Sea of Galilee (Mark 6:30-52)
 Mount of Olives/Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:39-46; Matthew 26:36-46)
If you are interested in going or have questions, please contact Pastor Liz at lwhitford@appfumc.org or 920-734-2677.

This is part of Jericho where Jesus
experienced 40 days of temptations soon
after his baptism.
Photo Credit: Pastor Dan Whitford

Watch for another new picture next month

2018 Church Budget Update
Total Income as of July 31
$509,724
Budgeted Income as of July 31
$515,895
Total Expenses as of July 31
$512,533
Through July, Operating Income is slightly below budgeted however expenses are also down from
budgeted so our financial situation remains close to even for the year at this point.
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Did you ever wonder why we use boats and sailing for many of our themes here at First Church?
Rigging comprises the system of ropes, cables and chains, which support a sailing ship or sail boat's masts—
standing rigging, including shrouds and stays—and which adjust the position of the vessel's sails and spars
to which they are attached—the running rigging, including halyards, braces, sheets and vangs.
The above is the definition of rigging, but for our church it is so much more! (see below)

Our Vision Is:
REACH people with God’s Good News
INVITE people into a relationship with Christ/the Church and
GROW together.

R.I.G. today and every day!
(It’s our vision)
Join us Sunday, September 9th
for Kick Off Sunday and the
Ministry Fair!

VIM Fall Mission Trip 2018
The Volunteer in Mission Team trip this fall
will be to Pine Lake Methodist Camp in
Westfield, WI. We will be doing fall grounds
and cabin cleanup. Volunteers will stay in the
retreat center each room having its own private
bath. Meals will be provided by camp chef.
Dates for our trip are Sunday, September 16th
through Friday, September 21st. You can
attend all or part of the week depending on
your availability. Checkout Pine Lake Camp at
www.wiumcamps.org. If interested in joining
us for this fall trip, contact Donna Frick:
(H) 920-730-8584 or (C) 920-470-8584.

VIM Jewelry, Scarf, and Purse Sale Update
Pass It On
When you purchased those hoop earrings, fashion scarves and gently
used purses, did you realize it would help at least two others?
Back to the beginning….You enjoyed wearing the hoop earrings
along with the scarf and purse to work and out to dinner on Sunday
evenings. Then after 7 years, you decided to donate them to the
Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale, and now another happy customer is
enjoying them. But, this story isn’t over. The money that was spent
to purchase them will be used to help fund the adult mission trip.
Because you donated those items, another person is enjoying them,
and the adult mission team is able to help Pine Lake Methodist Camp
in Westfield, WI do camp repairs and clean up in mid-September.
The Volunteers in Mission Team thanks everyone who donated
jewelry, purses, and scarves. Because you “passed them on,” the
Team has almost $2700.00 to use to help Pine Lake Methodist Camp
in Westfield, WI. Many thanks to each of you. Sure feels good to
“Pass It On.”
Also, many thanks to our mission team and church members for
being so flexible during the preparation for this sale during the
construction projects that were being completed during this time as
part of the capital campaign.
We are a truly blessed church community!!!
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Web: http://www.appfumc.org/page/fumc_kidz
Email: cladewig@appfumc.org
Like Us on Facebook! FUMCKidzKonnection
Mission Statement: Making Christian Disciples by teaching children to honestly,
faithfully, and openly walk in the footsteps of Jesus Christ

Upcoming Events
September 2
September 9
October 10

Labor Day
Rally Day – 1st day of classes
Kidz Konnection 1st – 5th grade

No Classes
All ages
6 – 7:30 Room 314

Dates and activities are subject to change.
Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry board and updated newsletters.

VBS Update
In July First Church hosted Shipwrecked VBS. It was an
amazing week of ministry with crafts, games, music,
science, snacks, and Bible stories.
This year we had 81 children attend and over 60
volunteers! More than half of the children in attendance
were visitors! What a testament to everyone that works
so hard to put on an event like this year after year!

SAVE THE DATE!!
VBS 2019 will be held
July 22- 26.
We hope to see you there!

28th

Calling All Ministry Team Leaders!!
Trunk – or Treat was a huge hit last year and
we are so excited to host another on October
28 following our 9:00 worship service! This is
also a wonderful opportunity to share
information with the community about all of
the ministries we offer here at First Church!
If you are a ministry team leader please
contact Christine Ladewig at
cladewig@appfumc.org or by calling the
church office to see how your ministry can be
a part of this event!

Volunteer Opportunities
Did you know that it takes over 40 volunteers to staff our children’s programs? Please consider helping us
in our classrooms. Your service shows children and their families that we value Children’s Ministries and
we value safe environments! We are in need of classroom teachers, helpers, nursery staff, and Kidz
Konnection leaders and helpers. Please contact Christine Ladewig for more information on how you can
be a part of the fun!
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2018 Senegal Golf Outing Winning Teams!

What happened this Summer
at First Church?
Courtyard Worship, VBS, Golfing, Pet Blessing,
Kayaking, Brat Fry, Habitat Build…
We’ve shown you pictures from some of the fun at
First Church this summer, but there is more!
Other ministries that are not pictured are: Biking,
Game Night, Theology on Tap, Mission Trips,
Men’s Bible Study, and Women’s Bible Study.

Our summer was full of FUN!
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Jim & Mary
Loew

The Stahl
Family

You all know Brian Stahl is our Director of Youth & Young Adult
Ministries, but do you really know Brian and his family? Brian was
born and raised in Racine, WI, attended UW-Parkside majoring in
English. Sue was also born and raised in Racine, WI, attended UWParkside and majored in English and political science. Do you see a
pattern here? Brian and Sue met in the 7th grade band class (both played
clarinet). They were good friends throughout high school and attended,
yes, the same college! They were married in 2001, lived in seven
different houses and each child was born in a different city. They
moved to Appleton in October 2010. They love Appleton – they believe
it is a great place to raise kids!
Brian is a Youth Ministry veteran of 19 years. First Church is the fifth
church he has served. He loves his job (so why is he still a
Presbyterian?) and loves the opportunities youth ministry has offered to
build relationships with youth and their families, and be an influential
part of the spiritual development of so many youth over the years. He
loves mission work and has led 28 mission trips (20 at First Church).
Brian likes watching sports, playing Pokemon Go, concerts (has
attended 42 Dave Matthews Band concerts and 16 U2 concerts),
volunteering with the One Campaign (fighting extreme poverty), and
(and this is a surprise) eating at Chick-fil-A restaurants! (He has eaten
at a Chick-fil-A in 16 states!)
Sue works as a Support Specialist at Fox Valley Technical College. She
likes to bake, cook, read and sew. (I am assuming she also likes Chickfil-A!)
Their oldest, Benjamin (Ben), is in 8th grade at Wilson Middle School.
He plays on the computer, Pokemon games and loves to read.
Samuel (Sam) is a 5th grader at Lincoln Elementary. He also loves
playing Pokemon games, making funny videos, time lapse videos and
reading.
Alison (Ali) is in Kindergarten at Lincoln Elementary. She loves going
to the park and doing art projects. I believe most people remember
Brian holding her in church within weeks after she was born!
They took a wonderful trip to Disney World in February 2018 and can’t
wait to go again someday. They have attended the New Wilmington
Mission Conference in Pennsylvania as a family since 2006. First
Church really appreciates the Stahl family!

We want to introduce you to Jim and Mary Loew.
Jim was born and raised in Wauwatosa, WI, one of
four boys. His older brothers were twins. He
graduated from Wauwatosa High School and
served in the U.S. Navy, attaining the rank of
Radioman 2nd Class. While stationed in
Washington, DC, he met some interesting people.
Ask him! He received his Bachelor of Science
degree in history and political science at UWWhitewater. He then attended Drake University
Law School for one and one-half years studying
general law. He spent 14 years in sales and 15
years at the Wisconsin DOT.
Mary was born in Madison, WI and lived mostly in
Middleton, WI; also North Dakota, California and
Reedsburg, WI. She has a sister and two brothers.
She graduated from Middleton High School and
UW-Madison, majoring in English. She has
worked as a social worker, piano teacher, and at
Heid Music. They like to travel, tour museums, and
attend music and drama events. Jim also likes a
variety of sports.
They met at a bowling alley. Jim likes to say he
picked her up out of the gutter. (Apparently Mary
slipped after throwing a bowling ball, fell down and
Jim picked her up.)
They joined First Church in 1991. As a family,
they were searching for a loving, intelligent,
inspiring church community. Jim is presently
liturgist and on the Church Council. Mary is chair
of the Card Ministry and helps at Peabody Manor
church services. Both have served on a number of
committees, helping with fundraisers and taking
classes. Mary also volunteers at the Community
Clothes Closet and Jim volunteers at the Homeless
Connection.
They love their three children and three
granddaughters and cherish time spent with them.
They continue to be so thankful for First Church,
and their friends here and Lawrence University.
They are grateful! We are grateful for them as
well!
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Come worship with us!

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 920-734-2677
Fax number 920-882-1461 Website www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church
https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible
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All members and friends

Lay Leader:
Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
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Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com
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Lead Pastor:
Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Rev. Liz Whitford LWhitford@appfumc.org
Visitation Pastor:
Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com

XX

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine
Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org
formation.
Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &
Bass Clef:
Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
Principal Organist:
Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net
Pianist:
Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com
Wesley Handbells:
Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com
Grace:
Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Wessley cswessley@yahoo.com

QPR
Question, Persuade, Refer
Suicide Prevention Training
For the Whole Community
Ages 11-17 – Youth Lounge
Ages 18 and up – Asbury Lounge
September 26th 6:00-8:00pm

Building & Technology Manager:
Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org
Finance Manager:
Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org
Administrative Assistant:
Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org
Office Assistant:
Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org
Custodians:
Tom Martens
Doug Herge
Norm Ladewig

First Church Shirt Sales
Ever want to represent the church in a fun way?
In the month of September, we will be selling First Church
t-shirts and sweatshirts with our mission statement “RIG” on the
back. There is a variety colors and sizes for all ages. T-shirts
cost $15, and sweatshirts cost $25. Proceeds will go towards the
Holy Land Trip in March. Order in the Fellowship Hall
between services Sunday or after the Saturday service starting
September 8-9th.

