
September Memory Verse: 
 “Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put 

  away the gods that your ancestors served … choose this day whom you will  serve… 
  but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”    Joshua 24: 14f 
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“Making Christian Disciples” 

Published monthly by First United Methodist Church - Appleton, Wisconsin 

September/October 

Important dates: 
 Sept. 2/3- Communion  

 Sept. 6-  Wednesday Night Live Dinners Begin 

 Sept. 10-  Reformation message series starts/Kick Off  Weekend

 Ministry Fair/Sunday School Teacher Blessing 

 First day of Sunday School 

 Sept. 11-  Women of the Word Book Study Finding I Am begins 

 Sept. 13-  Choir Rehearsals Begin/Confirmation Class Orientation 

 Sept. 16-  Acolyte Installation 

  Sept. 18- Theology on Monday Saving Jesus from the Church begins 

 Men’s Study Moses begins 

 Sept. 26-  Theology on Tap at Zacatecas in Neenah 

 Sept. 27-  Wednesday ‘Noon’ Study Moses begins 

 Oct. 1-  Blessing of Church teachers/ Bible Journaling class begins  

 Oct. 4-  Wednesday Night Book Study When did God become a 

 Christian? begins/ Kidz Konnection begins 

 Youth Group begins/ Confirmation begins 

 Oct. 5-  Thursday Women/Men Noon Studies begin 

 Oct. 10- Thursday Night Study Martyr of Early Christianity begins 

 Oct. 19- Theology on Tap 

 Oct. 28- New Member Oceans Class 

 Oct. 29-  Reformation Sunday Celebration/ Trunk Or Treat 
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People read his treaty and it impacted them – the reformation began! 

Not until April of 1521, however, was he formally summoned to the 

emperor of the Holy Roman Emperor and asked to recant. By then the 

reformation was well under way. Nevertheless, it would have been easy 

for Luther to get out of future trouble by simply saying “I recant” – 

instead he didn’t. He stood up – not just for what he personally 

believed – but for what he felt so clearly communicated to him and the 

world through God’s Word.  

 

The words “here I stand, I can do no other” are probably a later 

addition to Luther’s original words. Here is what he said: 

 

"Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain reason - I do not 

accept the authority of the popes and councils, for they have 

contradicted each other - my conscience is captive to the Word of 

God. I cannot and I will not recant anything for to go against 

conscience is neither right nor safe. God help me. Amen." 

 

- continued on p. 3- Pulpit 
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“Wars and Rumors of Wars…” 
 

The other day I was overhearing a conversation of two pastor colleagues about the 

future of the United Methodist Denomination. Since its foundation in 1968 the 

liberal and conservative sides within the church have not been seeing eye to eye and 

it is not surprising that in an age in which passions regarding stereotypical liberal or 

conservative values fly high. Some of our denominational leaders have been 

working on a way to deal with these tensions for many years, one of these ways was 

the founding of the “Commission on a Way Forward” that Ellen Darcourt wrote 

about in our August newsletter. It isn’t surprising to hear people speculate about 

how things may develop. As I was listening to my colleagues I too was wondering 

about the future of the denominational landscape, the Methodist church in particular 

and some Methodist structures. As I was thinking along I was reminded of 

something that Jesus said when it comes to speculating about the future: 

 

“And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not alarmed; 

for this must take place, but the end is not yet.” – Jesus in Matthew 24:6 

 

I realized that while Jesus specifically spoke these words in the context of his 

famous end-times speech in the Gospel of Matthew, they did apply to my situation 

as well. How is one to live in the face of rumors of “wars?” Whether it is about 

literal wars with forces like North Korea, Russia and the Taliban or whether it is 

figurative wars of words, ideologies and denominational values – we can all related 

to being confronted with wars and rumors of wars. In the midst of this confrontation 

stands Jesus powerful caution: “…see that you are not alarmed…” 

 

Why do you think did he say that? Is it because alarmed people typically do not 

make good decisions? Is it because alarmed people have a hard time paying 

attention to God or to patiently ask for direction?  

 

-continued on p. 3- Ponderings 
 

This year we remember and celebrate 

the 500th anniversary of the Protestant 

Reformation. What Martin Luther did in 

1517 changed history, changed the 

world, changed your and my life!  

On October 31, 1517 he nailed his 95 

theses on the door of the castle-church 

in Wittenberg. Today such an act would 

go widely unnoticed but then this was 

an effective way to draw attention to 

something. 
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It is that 

time of year 

again!  It is time to start all of the 

fall groups.  There has been an 

exciting buzz around the office as 

we work to bring you many 

different groups this fall!  If you 

are like me, as things approach you 

get more excited!  Since this is my 

first fall at First Church, I am extra 

excited to see all the events that 

First Church offers during the 

school year.  I invite you to sign up 

to help and be a part of all you 

can.  We have many ministries and 

many groups that can help you 

grow in your faith through study 

and service.  If you are already 

signed up for several different 

ministries and groups, I invite you 

to encourage your friends to sign 

up as well.  We often don’t realize 

that our invitation may be all they 

need to be a part of something 

new.  Let us all get excited! 
 

With God’s Love,      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ponderings cont’t from p. 2 - 
 

We cannot control what other 

people do in the future but we 

must guard ourselves against 

getting wrapped up in an uncon-

trollably alarmed state that keeps 

us from doing the work that Christ 

calls us to do. At the same time I 

have to say: No good national 

leader would ever let his/her 

country get surprised by a war, 

they would take preparations. 

Jesus-followers too should be 

prepared for wars that are not 

fought with physical weapons. 

What does such preparation look 

like? We again get an insight on 

this question from Jesus in the 

same speech on the end-times. Six 

verses down from his statement on 

not being alarmed he said: 
 

“…the love of many will  

grow cold.” 
 

What is the state of your love? Are 

you too alarmed to nurture and 

nourish your love through Christ? 

What about love for your enemies? 

None of us is predestined to lose 

our love, it is a choice that you 

have to make – every day. Make it! 
 

Truly yours, 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Pulpit con’t from p. 2 - 
 

What gives a person such 

determination? Have you ever felt 

such determination? Have you too 

felt the confidence that what you 

belief in is grounded in the very 

scripture that persons like Martin 

Luther made accessible to you? 

When Luther had to deal with the 

opposition that arose from his 

stand God used it for good. God 

put a man of power into Luther’s 

life who would take him ‘captive’ 

so he was safe. He was being 

safely locked up at the Wartburg 

castle of Elector Friedrich the 

Wise. Within 11 weeks there 

Luther translated the New 

Testament of the Bible from its 

original Greek into German (for 

me it is hard enough to just read 

the NT in 11 weeks!). The Old 

Testament followed later. 

During the months of September 

and October we want to honor 

what Luther did and celebrate the 

reformation. In doing so it is my 

hope and expectation that we will 

honor and celebrate what God has 

in store for us as we take our stand 

and honor how God’s Word shapes 

our lives even today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

September 2017  
Preaching Plan 

Theme:  
“Here I Stand” 

 
 
September 2/3 – Labor Day 

weekend, Communion 

Text: Exodus 3: 1-10 

Theme: Mighty Road Signs  

 

 
 

 

September 9/10 – “Here I Stand” Reformation message series starts  

9am service: Sunday School Kick off, VIM & Sunday school teacher blessing  

Text: Joshua 24:14f  

Theme: Taking a stand & trusting in the God of the Bible 
 

September 16/17 – Pastor Liz preaching 

9am service: Acolytes installation 

Text: Matthew 18:15-22  

Theme: Accountability, Repentance, Forgiveness and the Reformation 
 

September 23/24 –  

Text: Deuteronomy 8:3 & Matthew 4:1-4  

Theme: Human needs and the Bible, exploring the 1st of Luther’s 95 Theses  
 

September 30/ October 1 – Communion 

9am service: Blessing of church teachers 

Text: Matthew 27:45-50 & Luke 44-46 

Theme: Betrayed by God’s Word? An unashamed exploration…  

 



4 | P a g e  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Again this year, for the month of 

July, First Church challenged 

members that are not presently 

tithing to commit for just one 

month to bring their present pledge 

to the 1/10th of your income tithing 

level. With summer months busy 

for so many members, Tithe In 

July helps us keep up with the 

day-to-day operations of the 

Church throughout this season.   

At this time, we have received 

$8200 towards our goal of 

$10,000.   

THANK YOU so much to those 

members who participated!  Your 

generosity is appreciated!   If you 

would still like to give, even 

though it is August, it still is not 

too late!   Simply drop your 

offering off to the church 

indicating it is for Tithe In July 

and it will be applied accordingly. 

 
 

  
  

Get to know Pastor Liz 
 

There will be another opportunity for Q & As with Pastor Liz.   

This means you can ask her anything!   

Q & As will be September 24th after 9 a.m. worship. 

Don’t miss out on the wonderful conversation! 
 

Church Records 
 

Baptisms: 

08-13-2017 

 Olivia Florence, daughter of Jason and Becky Springborn 

08-20-2017 

 Leighton Rhett, daughter of Cory and Sloan Sullivan 

08-26-2017 

 Owen Harlin, son of William and Alita Line 

 

 

Weddings: 

08-12-2017 

  Melanie Griesbach and Matthew Clarke 

 

08-19-2017 

  Karly Grettenberg and Mitchell Becher 
  

Deaths: 

08-27-2017 

  Mabel Balke 

Opportunity to Become a Stock Holder 
 

The “Volunteers in Mission” Team will be selling Stock Certificates to support the 2017 mission trip to 

Detroit, MI. The team will work with Cass Community Services on various construction and non-construction 

projects to improve the lives of low income and disabled persons.  The mission team will be there September 

17-23. The proceeds from the sale will not only help this mission, the Stock Certificate entitles the holder to a 

delicious supper at the Share Holders Meeting on October 29 at 5:30 p.m. The Stock Certificates will be 

available for purchase on Sunday mornings from August 20- mid-September.  They will also be available at 

September Wednesday Night Lives and some Saturday night services. The cost of a Certificate is $10 for an 

Individual Share and $25 for a Family Share. Don’t miss this opportunity to Care and Share in this mission. 

_________________________________ 

 
Please help support the VIM team with your prayers as they travel to Detroit, Michigan. 
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Mission of the Month 
 

Columbus Elementary School 
 

This month our mission team is focusing on gathering and providing school supplies for students ages 3 – 6 at 

Columbus Elementary School. 
 

         NEEDS LIST FOR COLUMBUS 

 Underwear for boys/girls (Sizes 2 – 4 or 4 – 6) 

 Socks for ages 3 - 6 

 Colored pencils  

 Crayons (16-24ct) 

 Fine tip or regular markers (washable) 

 Plastic two-pocket folders with 3 prongs  

 Large glue-sticks 

 Highlighters 

 Headphones-(Dollar Store brand o.k.)  

 Kleenex boxes  

 Zip-lock bags (gallon size) 

 Disinfectant wipes   

 Hand sanitizer  

Columbus Elementary School is "Our Neighborhood” School and provides excellent services to many needy 

families in “Our Own Community”.  It has a very dedicated staff that puts much effort into providing all children 

with a safe and stimulating environment in which to learn and thrive. Please give generously and with joy. God 

loves a cheerful Giver!!!!  

      For any questions, please call Barbara Rice at 920-574-3156. 

 

Phoebe Circle 
 

Phoebe Circle will have its first meeting of the new 

year on September 12, at 9:30 in the Asbury 

Lounge. Phoebe Circle meets the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month at 9:30. We would like to invite all the women 

of the church to consider joining us each month as we 

work on mission projects.  At each meeting we have a 

short meeting and devotional, food, and a program/ 

project.  Some projects are yearly such as the  school 

supplies for Annual Conference, Valentine bags for 

Harbor House, and the mailing for the Phantom Salad 

Luncheon which allows use to support a variety of 

nonprofits in our area. Some of the meetings, we 

have had a speaker share information on a concern in 

our community.  We would love to have you join us 

and be part of selecting the topics/ projects for this 

coming year.  Our meeting in September will be social 

as well as planning the activities for this coming 

year.  Please come and join us. We would love your 

input.  We look forward to seeing everyone on 

September 12. 

 

Ellen Roe & Bonnie LeClair 

 

VIM Jewelry, Scarf, and Purse Sale Update 

    Pass It On 

   When you purchased those 

   hoop earrings, did you realize 

   that it would help at least two 

   others?                                                                                             

   Back to the beginning….You 

   enjoyed wearing them to work 

and out to dinner on Sunday evenings. Then after 7 

years, you decided to donate them to the Jewelry Sale, 

and now another young lady is enjoying them. But, this 

story isn’t over. The money that was spent to purchase 

them with in September is used to help fund the adult 

mission trip…purchase paint, up-grade a roof, or repair 

basement steps. Because you donated those earrings, 

another person is enjoying them, and the adult mission 

team is able to help folks in Detroit. The Volunteers in 

Mission Team thanks everyone who donated jewelry, 

purses, and scarves. Because you “passed them on,” the 

Team has almost $3600.00 to use to help Cass 

Community Services in Detroit. Many thanks to each of 

you. Sure feels good to “Pass It On.” 

 

July Mission of the Month 

Thank you 
Thank you to those who donated to 

The Salvation Army Paper and Food 

Drive during our July Mission of the 

Month. We collected 1 package of 

paper toweling, 3 packages of toilet 

paper, 1 jar of peanut butter, 7 cans of 

tuna, 25 boxed dinners and 26 cans of  

vegetables. Although our collection 

this year was rather small, every little 

bit helps. The Salvation Army truly 

appreciates your support! 
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Rights of Racial and 

Ethnic Persons 
- by Pastor Markus 

 

Many of us have a hard time 

digesting the latest reminders that 

racism is not a thing of the past in 

our world and country and that 

violent outbreaks so often go hand 

in hand with it. As you are 

contemplating your own response 

to racism and world-view related 

hatred I want to invite you to 

ponder the words below. They are 

a formal and authoritative 

statement of the United Methodist 

Church from our Book of 

Discipline. Do you feel that the 

words below capture your own 

stand, do they go too far or not far 

enough? But most importantly, in 

what ways do you feel called to 

take a stand and resist the forces 

that want to take away your love 

for others, regardless of who these 

others are? 

 

“Racism is the combination of the 

power to dominate by one race 

over other races and a value 

system that assumes that the 

dominant race is innately superior 

to the others. Racism includes both 

personal and institutional racism. 

Personal racism is manifested 

through the individual expressions, 

attitudes, and/or behaviors that 

accept the assumptions of a racist 

value system and that maintain the 

benefits of this system. Institutional 

racism is the established social 

pattern that supports implicitly or 

explicitly the racist value system. 

Racism, manifested as sin, plagues 

and hinders our relationship with 

Christ, inasmuch as it is 

antithetical to the gospel itself. In 

many cultures white persons are 

granted unearned privileges and 

benefits that are denied to persons 

of color. We oppose the creation of 

a racial hierarchy in any culture. 

Racism breeds racial 

discrimination. We define racial 

discrimination as the disparate 

treatment and lack of full access 

and equity in resources, 

opportunities, and participation in 

the Church and in society based on 

race or ethnicity. 

 

Therefore, we recognize racism as 

sin and affirm the ultimate and 

temporal worth of all persons. We 

rejoice in the gifts that particular 

ethnic histories and cultures bring 

to our total life. We commit as the 

Church to move beyond symbolic 

expressions and representative 

models that do not challenge 

unjust systems of power and 

access. 

 

We commend and encourage the 

self-awareness of all racial and 

ethnic groups and oppressed 

people that leads them to demand 

their just and equal rights as 

members of society. We assert the 

obligation of society and people 

within the society to implement 

compensatory programs that 

redress long-standing, systemic 

social deprivation of racial and 

ethnic persons. We further assert 

the right of members of historically 

underrepresented racial and ethnic 

persons to equal and equitable 

opportunities in employment and 

promotion; to education and 

training of the highest quality; to 

nondiscrimination in voting, 

access to public accommodations, 

and housing purchase or rental; to 

credit, financial loans, venture 

capital, and insurance policies; to 

positions of leadership and power 

in all elements of our life together; 

and to full participation in the 

Church and society. We support 

affirmative action as one method 

of addressing the inequalities and 

discriminatory practices within the 

Church and society.” 

 
 
 
 

Looking for ways to live your 

faith? 
 

Live the parable of the Good 

Samaritan as a LESI volunteer. 

Here are three ways to help 

motivated foreign born adults learn 

the language and customs of 

America! 

1. As a Friend of Literacy, 

participate outside the 

classroom financially or 

with “sweat equity.” 

2. As a Team Teacher assist 

with a single topic class 

that meets 4-6 times in a 

two month period.  

3. As a Tutor of English, 

assist a beginner, 

intermediate or advanced 

student who wants you to 

help him or her fit into the 

Fox Valley community. 

Literacy is a human right, opening 

the door for newcomers to attend 

church, hold a job, shop, enroll 

children in school, etc. First 

Church and its members have 

partnered with LESI since 1974. 

To see if your vision of becoming 

a Good Samaritan lives at LESI, 

contact Marilyn Beg at Literacy 

Education Services, Inc., 920-

8826391 or lesi@tds.net . 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:lesi@tds.net
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     YOUTH MINISTRIES UPDATE 
 

 We exist to equip Youth with the tools and experiences so that they may live  

 every day as authentic followers of Jesus Christ.   We work to build a   

 community in which opportunities are offered for our Youth to wrestle with and 

 ask the tough questions or what it takes to be an authentic follower of Christ in 

 today’s world, and offer opportunities to experience God in powerful and life- 

 changing ways.  

 

 I feel truly blessed to be a part of a church where over the past seven summers 132 

 different Youth and 38 different Adult Leaders have served and shared the love of 

 Christ in 14 different communities.  Each mission trip is unique, the community, the 

 ministries, the participants, but one thing remains constant the power of the Holy 

Spirit is at work through all of it.  Currently we are accepting deposits ($50) and signing up Youth to serve on our 2018 

High School (Grades 9-12) Mission Trip to Toronto, Ontario, Canada June 16-23. The cost is $550.  We are also 

accepting deposits ($50) and signing up Youth and Adult Leaders to serve on our 2018 Middle School Mission Trip to 

Davenport, Iowa July 8-13. The cost is $400. Spaces for both trips are limited.  

 

The first Youth Ministry Team Meeting of the school year will be Wednesday, September 6 at 7 pm.  This team of 

Youth and Adult Leaders help plan and execute Youth group meetings, fellowship events, retreats, local mission 

opportunities, and summer mission trips. We are always looking for new members, 

 

There will be an Informational Meeting for all families with Youth in 8th and 9th grades interested in the Confirmation 

program.  The meeting is Wednesday, September 13 at 7 pm in the chapel. Youth and parents will have an opportunity 

to meet the instructors and learn about Confirmation.  Confirmation is a two year journey beginning in October and 

concluding in April.  We believe that Confirmation is the continuation of one's faith journey (a journey begun at 

baptism) and the beginning of one's covenant relationship with the church and not an end unto itself.   

 

The first Youth Ministries Coffee & Conversation, Appleton Schools Late Start, will happen on Wednesday, 

September 13 from 7:30-9 am at Big Apple Bagels, 2400 S. Kensington Drive Appleton.  The first 2 Youth to arrive 

will receive a free bagel and drink.  

 

There will be an opportunity to be in mission on Saturday, September 23, from 8 am - 5 pm, as our Youth Ministries 

will travel to Jeremiah’s Crossing.  Jeremiah's Crossing is a nonprofit therapeutic horseback riding center, located in 

Babcock, Wisconsin, dedicated to providing equine assisted activities lessons that are specially designed for individuals 

with special needs. 

 

There will be a Youth Ministries fundraising opportunity September 29-30.  Once again we will sell parking spaces 

during Appleton’s License to Cruise and Octoberfest events.  Vehicle spaces will be $5 and Vendor spaces will be $20.  

For the License to Cruise on Friday, September 29, we will need 10 people from 4:30-7:00 pm.  For Octoberfest, 

Saturday, September 30, we will need 10 people for each shift.  The shifts are as follows: 7:00-9:30 am, 9:30-Noon, 

Noon-2:30 pm, and 2:30 -5:00 pm. Youth and Adult Leaders may sign up for one shift and add additional shifts as the 

events approach.  Last year we collected over $3,100.00 which is used to offset future Youth Ministries’ events.  

 

Finally, the first Wednesday Night Youth Group will be on Wednesday, October 4, from 6:00-7:45 pm.  Youth Group 

(grades 6-12) meets in the Youth Lounge from 6:00-6:40 pm.  Individual classes for Grades 6 & 7, Grade 8 (1st Year 

Confirmation), Grade 9 (2nd Year Confirmation), and Grades 10-12 (Jesus League) meet from 6:45-7:45 pm.  The 

October Message Series will be 3 Simple Rules. We will have Pizza and drinks beginning at 5:30 pm.  If you plan on 

attending early for pizza, please RSVP to bstahl@appfumc.org or text at 920-840-5075 by October 1. 

 

Serving Him! 

Brian Stahl 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries  

bstahl@appfumc.org 

920-840-5075 

 

 

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
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A Habitat for Humanity 

Opportunity 
 

September 11 - 17 residents of the 

Columbus School neighborhood 

will be offered repairs and 

maintenance assistance for their 

homes. Over 30 city blocks are 

included in this area.  This is not a 

new build for Habitat, but a project 

that will need many volunteers to 

be successful.  This might mean 

providing a snack or part of a meal 

for the workers, being a greeter on 

site, construction work, painting,  

yard work, or keeping the site 

cleaned up. Youth 14 - 17 years 

old may also volunteer with parent 

permission and adult supervision.  

 

The people served are our church's 

neighbors.  Let's join other Habitat 

volunteers and  

ROCK THE BLOCK. 

 

You are, also, invited to participate 

in the upcoming Prayer Walk 

during Rock the Block week. First 

Family Ministries, located at 300 

N. Appleton St. in Appleton will 

be hosting a prayer service 

September 14 at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Interested in learning more about  

and becoming a part of this 

opportunity?  Contact the church 

office or Shelby Knezel, 734-1001. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

GriefShare is a 13-week video  

seminar series that features some 

of the nation’s foremost Christian 

experts on grief and recovery 

topics.  The video seminars are 

combined with group discussion of 

the materials presented during the 

video, as well as participants 

sharing how they themselves are 

dealing with the death of their 

loved one.  Each week is a 

different topic. People can join at 

any point in the 13-week cycle. 

Summer classes are on 

Wednesdays, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

in the air conditioned Asbury 

Lounge through Sept. 13. Fall 

classes will begin Sept. 20 in 

Wesley room on Wednesdays from 

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Please contact  

Phyllis Freeman, GriefShare 

Facilitator for more information. 

574-2859 /pfreeman1@new.rr.com  

 

 

 

Funeral Luncheon  

Help Needed 

 
One of the promises as members of 

First United Methodist Church is 

to offer our services. One 

significant service we provide is a 

lunch after funerals. Members may 

participate by preparing food at 

home (cake, bars or fruit). A list of 

volunteers was made two years 

ago. You may have signed up then, 

but now we need to update our list. 

We will start with a whole new list 

including your name, address and 

telephone number. A request for 

your service will be made by 

phone when the time comes. To 

help with this ministry please 

email amy@appfumc.org or call 

the church office.  

 

 

 

 

Meal Train Ministry 
 

Do you know about our Meal 

Train Ministry?  A “meal train” is 

an easy way for volunteers to bring 

a meal to somebody in need.  The 

need could be due to surgery, 

illness, or some other hardship, or 

to help a family when bringing 

home a new baby.  We coordinate 

everything through the easy-to-use 

website MealTrain.com.  When 

somebody at church could use a 

meal(s), we contact them and find 

out a little more about their 

needs.  We then create a “meal 

train” on the website and send out 

an email to all the volunteers.  If it 

is something the volunteer can 

help with, they just sign up via a 

link on that email.  The volunteer 

can select the date and put down 

what they want to bring if they 

know at that point.  The recipient 

is notified of everything.  Then the 

volunteer simply delivers the meal 

at the designated time.  (It may be 

helpful to call the recipient first 

just to confirm.) 

If you could benefit from a meal, 

you can call the church office to 

start the process.  Somebody will 

contact you to find out more about 

your specific needs.  You can let 

us know if you have any food 

preferences or allergies, what 

delivery times would work best, 

how many to cook for, and any 

special instructions.  Please keep 

this ministry in mind if you have 

the need as our volunteers are 

eager to help! 

We are looking for more 

volunteers!  Whether you like to 

cook, or maybe just want to deliver 

a carry out meal, please call the 

office or stop by our booth at the 

Ministry Fair on September 10th to 

sign up.  

 
 
 

“God does not call the qualified. He qualifies the called” – Author Unknown 

mailto:pfreeman1@new.rr.com
mailto:amy@appfumc.org
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News 
                                

Upcoming Events 
September 3 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Labor Day Weekend 
September 10 – Sunday School Kickoff! First Day of Classes 

October 4 –  Begins - Children in 1st – 5th grade 6-7:30 p.m. 

 

     VBS 2017 – Foster Care Service Project 
   In August our VBS Mission Director Amy Conway and Christine  

  Ladewig dropped off over 150 G.U.T.S.Y. Bears (God's Unique,  
  Talented, Special You) and gift cards to the Outagamie County Foster
  Care program.  The bears will be given to children that are placed in a 
  foster home, and the gift cards will help families with the extra  
  expenses they will have caring for the children.    
  The G.U.T.S.Y. bears were made by the children during day one of 
  Vacation Bible School. Thank you to everyone that made this project a 
  huge success! 

 
 

Kickoff Sunday September 10! 
Sunday School classes will resume September 10. Children will attend the worship 

 service with their parents and then proceed to their classrooms after Children’s Time.  
 Children ages 3 years-5th grade will meet from 9:15 – 10:15.  Schedules and classrooms  

will be posted outside of the chapel, on the children’s ministry bulletin board, and on  
the walls near the water fountains on the 2nd and 3rd floor. Please be sure to check the 
schedule as it may change from time to time.  

 
 

begins October 4 at 6 p.m.  This program is for children in 1st – 5th grade.  If your child is in 
choir they will be dismissed at 6:30.  
We hope your child can join us for this fun hour of Bible study, activities, games, and fellowship!   

 
 

Sunday School Teachers Needed 
We are now recruiting for teachers for the 2017-18 school season.  This year we will  
again be using Group Publishing’s Hands-on-Bible curriculum. This curriculum has been 
a hit since we began using it three years ago. Our hope is to have teaching teams made 
up of 4 teachers per team. This allows teachers to work together and to help cover in  
emergencies and during illness.  No experience is required, and all materials and  
training are provided. Please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org or 
by calling the church office for more information! 

 
 
 
 

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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                continued - 

    
Children’s Ministry Team 
Do you like to work with a fun bunch of people? Do you have a passion for Jesus and 
children’s ministry? Is planning events and fun things to do your cup of tea? Then our 
Children’s Ministry Team is the place for you!  We are a group of parents, grandparents, or 
people that love children and care about their spiritual needs. We plan and implement all 
the special events in the children’s ministry, make curriculum decisions, and try to find 
ways to show appreciation to our volunteers.  We would love to have you join our team! 
Please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org for more information!  

Our next meeting is September 17 at 10:30 in room 315. Childcare is available! We hope you will join us! 
 

 
 

Trunk-or-Treat 

Trunk or Treat will be Sunday October 29, at 10:30 in our parking lot!  We 
are looking for people to decorate a car, provide desert bars or cookies, and 
donations of extra candy, toys, or other trinkets.  Please fill out the You Can 

Count On Me if you can help!   
  

 
Wednesday Night Live 

 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

$6 per person or 

$12 max per family 
 

What’s for dinner? 
 

 September 6-  Honey baked chicken 

 September 13-  Ham loaves 

 September 20-  Meatballs and noodles in brown gravy 

 September 27-  Roast turkey and dressing 

 
Would you like to help with food prep, set-up, serving and/or clean-up on Wednesdays? If you are able to 

help on a weekly basis please call the church office. 

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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September 26 at Zacatecas 
Mexican restaurant in Neenah.  
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First Church will be providing the 

evening meals and some help with 

hospitality services at the Fox 

Valley Warming Shelter Thursday, 

November 2 through Sunday, 

November 5th.  Many volunteers 

are needed to prepare and serve the 

evening meal and help at various 

other times during the week.  We 

also help in the mornings by 

serving breakfast. This is a 

wonderful way to assist our 

community and help the many 

homeless. 

Watch for sign-up information in 

our “You Can Count of Me” 

weekly bulletin insert in 

September and October.  We will 

also be having sign-ups following 

the 9:00 a.m. service late 

September and October. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital Projects Progress 

Update 
 

On Thursday September 21st the 

church parking lot will be ground 

off in preparation of re-paving 

with new asphalt.  The new asphalt 

and striping of the parking stalls 

will take place within a week of 

the grinding off of the existing 

surface.  New electrified signage 

indicating the entrances and exits 

will be installed as part of the 

parking lot capital project.  The 

area where storage for the 

lawnmower will be resealed so that 

the water leakage into the boiler 

room is eliminated.  The Trustees 

are waiting on quotes for 

replacement of the heating controls 

and removal and installation of the 

boiler room floor.  It is hoped these 

two projects can begin this fall as 

well.   

An expert in LED lighting from 

NCLED lighting did a survey of all 

of our lighting throughout the 

entire facility.  Lighting upgrades 

are one of the items within the 

capital projects list. This would 

involve upgrading much of the 

existing lighting that has not been 

converted to LED fixtures and 

bulbs.  There may be funds 

available through Focus on Energy 

to help defray the cost of the 

lighting upgrades. 

The Board of Trustees 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capital Campaign Donations 

 
Soon you may begin seeing work 

on some of the many projects 

involved in the Capital 

Campaign.   Since Capital 

Campaign pledges are so unique, 

there are also numerous ways that 

you can make your donations to 

the church…  

 
A box for the Capital Campaign is 

now on giving envelopes so you 

can indicate your payment 

there.  Also, the EFT site has also 

been updated with a designation 

for the Capital Campaign if you 

prefer to give 

electronically.   Giving a gift of 

stock is another option!  Simply 

contact the church office for the 

forms needed to give to your 

financial advisor.   

 
Gifts can be made weekly, 

monthly, annually, over three 

years, or all in one lump 

sum!   Whatever works for 

you!   Any donations made to the 

Capital Campaign will also show 

up on your quarterly giving 

statement, so watch for that in the 

future as well.    Year 1 of the 

Campaign goes from May 28, 

2017-May 27, 2018.    

Questions?  Just give a call to the 

church office! 

Lynn Halley 

Finance Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Phoebe Circle 

We would like to thank all those 

who contributed to the school bag 

project.  We have just about 

enough supplies to fill 200 bags 

again this year.  We do still need 

$1.00 per bag when we take them 

to Annual Conference so if you 

would like to make a monetary gift 

toward postage and handling that 

would be appreciated.  Thank you 

also to those who have helped sew 

the school bags. We can still use 

your help. We do appreciate the 

congregation support on this 

project. Again thank you, thank 

you. 

Ellen Roe 

 



14 | P a g e  

     
“Lift Every Voice and Sing!” 

 

Sanctuary Choir – Adult men and women 

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 6, 6:30 P.M., Room 301 

Bob Butler, director 
 

Genesis Choir – Kindergarten through 2nd grades 

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 13, 6:30 P.M., Room 308 

Kyle Schleife, director 
 

Sonshine Singers – 3rd through 5th grades 

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 13, 6:30 P.M., Room 317 

Gabi Makuc, director 
 

Wesley Handbell Choir 
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 6, 6:30 P.M., Room 302 

Danny Schierl, director 
 

Grace – Adult women  

Rehearsals begin Monday, September 11, 6:00 P.M., Room 301 

Cindy Trudell, director 
 

Don’t miss out!   

Be part of the exciting music ministry  

of First Church as we… 

“…let our rejoicing rise… 

...and let it resound!"   
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    Laura Nobbe 
 

   Laura Nobbe was born in  

   Kaukauna and raised in West  

   Bend.  She is a Wisconsin girl 

   through and through!  She  

   graduated from West Bend High 

   School (West) and graduated  

   from UW-Oshkosh with degrees 

    in Business Administration and 

Information Technology.  She has worked at West 

Corporation for five years as a Business Analyst. 

 

She has one daughter, Bridgette, who graduated from 

Northern Michigan University, and will be starting 

graduate school at the University of Arizona this fall. 

 

She loves quilting and reading, knitting and crocheting 

keeps her fingers busy, and LOVES to bake.  For fun she 

collects hats!  She also enjoys the A-1 Diners Group, 

especially the food, the wine, and the conversation.  “Best 

group ever!”  Well, I guess she just loves it all! 

 

Church involvement includes liturgist, mostly at the 

Saturday night service, Mission Ministry Team, Lay 

Leadership group, Children’s Ministry Team, and has 

taught Sunday School for many years, primarily grades 

kindergarten through 5th & 6th grades, currently teaching 

kindergarten.  Maybe she needs to get more involved?!?! 

 

 

       Catherine Beckman 

     

   

 Catherine Beckman was born 

 in Sobieski, Wisconsin on 

 February 19, 1919: yes, she is 

 98 years young!  She was 

 raised in Seymour, graduated 

 from Seymour High School, 

 and attended beauty school, 

 working as a beautician for a 

 number of years. 

 

Bud and Catherine knew each other since 5th grade, and 

started dating when they were seniors.  After they were 

married she took accounting classes to assist Bud in his 

business, as well as working for H&R Block preparing 

individual tax returns.  She retired at age 62 as office 

manager for Dr. Hornseth, DDS.  She loves learning new 

things and took many classes at Fox Valley Tech. 

 

She and Bud lived in Hawaii for a number of years before 

moving back to Wisconsin, including Green Bay, New 

London and finally Appleton.  They had three children, 

Bill, who lives in Minneapolis, Sue Schmidt, who lives in 

Appleton and is a member of FUMC, and Beth who lives 

in Florida.  She has eight grandchildren, which includes 

two sets of twin girls!  She has 11 great-grandchildren 

with one on the way! 

 

Catherine said the family loved to camp and they traveled 

to all the states, from Maine to California, except Alaska.  

She enjoys reading, going to movies, seeing friends and 

family members, and eating out.   

 

They had a wonderful marriage until Bud’s passing in 

September 2009. She has been very involved in First 

Church, teaching Sunday school, a member of many 

women’s groups and various committees, as well as 

helping out in the church office.  She feels very 

comfortable at First Church, and thinks of it as her second 

home. 

 

Not too long ago, she was driving home and her car 

“died” two blocks from her apartment.  The garage 

mechanic said they could not repair it, so she bought a 

different car.  She said, “How many women at age 98 buy 

new cars?”  You go girl! 

 

 

 

 
 
 



16 | P a g e  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
               FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

               325 E Franklin St     

              Appleton, WI  54911             

 

        RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

           

 

XX 

 

 

 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ministers:        All members and friends 

 

Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson  Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &  

Bass Clef:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  

Wesley Handbells: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    

SonshineSingers:  

 Gabriella Makuc gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu 

Genesis Choir: 
 Kyle Schleife kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  

Custodians:   
  Francois Russell   Francois@appfumc.org  

  Tom Martens 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 Sail Into Service 
 Kick Off Sunday 

 September 10th  

      

 Kick Off Sunday (formerly Rally 

 Sunday) is going to be amazing this 

 year!  We will be starting our 

 Reformation Sermon Series:  

“Here I Stand” in Worship, along with the first day of 

Sunday School, Ministry Fair, and fantastic Coffee 

Fellowship!  Join us after the 9:00 a.m. worship in 

Fellowship Hall with fun activities for kids, colorful 

enticing groups for adults, many ministry opportunities 

showcased and a wonderful chocolate fountain. 
 
 

 

Come worship with us! 

 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461       www.appfumc.org 

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton 

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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