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March 12-21 (25), 2019
Join Pastor Liz and The Society of Biblical Studies on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
You know you want to go!
We have several people signed up, and are awaiting more!
Sign up today, and allow us to go just as our own group.
We need 15 people total!
Here is a list of some of the amazing things we will see:
 Jericho (Joshua 5-7, Judges 1:27-36)
 Where Jesus was baptized – Qasr al Yehud (Mark 1:1-12)
 Samaria (John 4)
 Mount of the Beatitudes (Matthew 5-7)
 Sea of Galilee (Mark 6:30-52)
 Mount of Olives/Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:39-46; Matthew
26:36-46)
 AND SO MUCH MORE!






August 16
Email articles to
office@appfumc.org

We also have the amazing opportunity to talk with natives and learn more about
what the Holy Land means to them.
Pilgrims (participants) will walk between 5,000-10,000 steps a day (not too
much walking).
The trip will cost between $4,613-$7,623 (depending on your choice of
options).
Fundraisers will begin in September, and should cover costs for part of the trip!
If you are interested in going or have questions, please contact Pastor Liz at
lwhitford@appfumc.org or 920-734-2677.

This picture shows the view of the
Temple Mount in Jerusalem, one of the
most holy sites in the entire world, from
the Mount of Olives. The golden Dome
of the Rock, which is a Muslim Holy
Site, is the center of the Temple Mount.
Photo Credit: Rev. Brenda Whitford

August Memory Verse:
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures
Psalm 23:1f
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Pastor’s Ponderings August 2018

Pastor Ponderings

Are you ready to be in mission?
This summer we have prayed for three groups from our church going on their annual
mission trips. We’ve had a high school group, a young adult group and a group of middle
schoolers with their adult leaders go to trips in Canada, Texas and Iowa. They have
changed lives – and their lives were changed. This month we have the opportunity to do
life-changing ministry right here in Appleton, on our church’s doorsteps, if you will. On
July 25th our church started work on the Habitat construction site on 1525 W Washington
Street. August will definitely be a month of great progress on the site. If you are free for
an entire day to help out and haven’t signed up yet – please prayerfully consider this. It is
such a great opportunity and such a great privilege for us work on this project together as
a church. Imagine the life altering change that this house will provide for Cha Vang and
her family, for every generation after her to live in this house, and for our community as
a whole…
I am so elated to be your pastor at this point in time and to be in ministry together, to be
on a mission, right here, in our community. Everyone who gave financially to our
church’s capital campaign ultimately helps out with this mission project and I want to
thank you for it.
Truly yours,

Pastor Markus

August 2018 Preaching Plan
August 4/5 Communion (Liz preaching)
Text: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
(David brings the ark back to Jerusalem and dances)
August 11/12
Text: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a
(David’s desire to build a house for God)
We are continuing our journey through the books of
Samuel. Or should I rather say: our journey through
the people of God as they became a monarchy. Or
should I rather say: we continue our journey of
examining how an over 3000 year old aspect of
world history touches our lives today. We were
challenged in early July to listen for all the elements
of this summer’s message series that directly apply to
our 21st century lives. Maybe we carefully listen for
such connecting points. Your preachers will
appreciate your feedback on how you hear God this
summer…

August 18/19 walk-in choir
Text: 2 Samuel 11:1-15
(Uriah killed)
Wednesday, August 19th 6:15pm. Communion Family Service
in the courtyard
Text: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a
(Nathan rebukes David)
August 25/26
Text: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
(Absalom’s death)
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Guide Book & Directory

I am so excited to announce that we have our
podcasts up and running. What is a podcast you
might ask? Well, it’s a free audio recording that
you can access through your smart phone, tablet
or computer at any point in time. There is no
app or special setting needed, just click on the
link and listen.

Advertising Opportunity
We are in the process of updating our annual Guide Book & Directory
for the church. This book will contain everything pertinent to our
church: the various ministries, organizations, committees, activities,
functions and events plus a complete directory of all members. This book
is being provided and direct-mailed to each family at no cost to our
church, and it is again being subsidized by local businesses that
advertise. If you own or manage a business and would like to find out
about advertising in our book, please call the Church Office.
Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show that 92.1% of
families would rather patronize a Guide Book & Directory advertiser
over a non-advertiser. It “will pay” to advertise in our new Guide Book
& Directory.

Check it out!

Update Membership Information
Does our Church database have YOUR family membership record
correct? Here is your chance to update YOUR record for our annual
Guide Book & Directory (if you haven’t already done so).
It is time for us to update our database with any changes, additions, or
deletions that may have occurred in YOUR family over the past year.
Have you changed your phone number? Have you moved? Are you
preparing to move soon? Are all of your children still at home and are
they all included in your membership record? Do you want your record
published?
If you have not already informed the Church Office about changes to
your record, please let us know now so that the information in the Guide
Book & Directory is correct.
The Church Office number is 920-734-2677.

With God’s love,

Thank you for your help!

What’s on the podcast? Well, we have sermons
ready to listen to dating back to May, AND we
have a weekly devotional. We will be adding
some sneak peeks into Bible Studies as the Fall
kicks off as well!
Don’t know how to access it? Go to the church
website: appfumc.org, click on “Tabs” at the top
of the screen, click the “Podcasts” link, and
Enjoy!

Pastor Liz

Church Records
Baptisms:
7-15-2018
Fairyn Joan, daughter of
Seth and Hilary Merrill

Coming in the fall
Time to get your
pictures taken!
New photo directory!
More information in the
September Newsletter.
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
UPDATE

It has been another very busy month of Capital Projects in and around the
church facility. The fencing around the window wells has been installed
and it greatly enhances the look of the building.

The air-conditioning project is moving along rapidly. The Fellowship Hall, second floor classrooms, Welcome area and the
Wesley room are all temporarily wired and are operational, just in time for Vacation Bible School. The third floor classrooms
will be wired soon as well as the conference room. The Sanctuary air-conditioning is scheduled to be completed in late
September. Construction of an air handler room in preparation for air-conditioning the Sanctuary has started and is located in
part of room B117 in the lower level of the building. Two air handler units will be installed, which will bring in fresh air that
will be cooled by large air-conditioning units. One for each side of the Sanctuary which will utilize the existing large vents in
the front of the church where banners are hung on the wall. One on the organ side and one on the piano side of the chancel
area. In addition to the two larger air-handler units six smaller air-conditioning units will be installed around the perimeter of
the Sanctuary on the outside of the building. The existing radiators in the Sanctuary will be removed and replaced with a
combination heating convector and a forced air cooling cool unit. New controls for heating and cooling will also be
completed by heating season this fall.
The electricians are also wiring in preparation for the new main electrical panel replacing the original panel installed in 1924.
WE Energies has a plan in place to install a new electrical pole and transformer this is in conjunction with the new electrical
service to the building.
The 1964 School Wing building window project is complete, which includes the Fellowship Hall, kitchen, Asbury Lounge,
chair room, Men’s restroom, Wesley room and the second and third floor classrooms. The windows contain energy saving
glass panes which help energy wise for heating and cooling and are constructed with maintenance free anodized aluminum
frames, which never need maintenance.
The Board of Trustees finalized the plans for the Youth Lounge remodel at the last meeting on July 10th. Demolition of the
Youth Lounge and adjoining classroom is almost completed. Construction will soon begin with an anticipated completion
date of early September.
It is exciting to be able to pass along the wonderful progress taking place. Stay tuned for more updates in the coming
Newsletter each month.
Thank you and God bless you for contributing to the Capital Campaign which makes this all possible.
Board of Trustees
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50 reasons to celebrate The United Methodist Church
As the United Methodist Church is celebrating its 50th anniversary we will publish 10 reasons to celebrate the
church each month from June – October 2018. Last month we start with the category of “people.” Visit
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/50-reasons-to-celebrate-the-united-methodist-church to see the complete list,
or hold on to your First Church Connections that will feature them in print.
Reason 21-30: Our Musicians
21. Charles Wesley, whose hymns were considered as influential in the Methodist movement as his brother John’s
sermons.
22. Fanny Crosby, a blind, musical visionary who penned "Blessed Assurance" and more than 8,000 songs in her lifetime.
23. Choir members the world over, who use their talents to praise God and grow their own faith while inspiring others with
their music.
24. The Amazing Grace Guitar Ministry in Dallas, that offers young people lessons and rewards them with a guitar as part
of a mentorship program.
25. The Africa University Choir, who sang for South Carolina United Methodists in the wake of the 2015 shootings at
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston.
26. Composer, conductor and teacher Jane Marshall who debuted in a big way with the anthem "My Eternal King."
27. Ukelele choirs like the one from Frisco, Texas with musicians aged 8 to 60, who performed at the 2016 General
Conference.
28. Betty Trotter, who has played the piano for Spring Creek United Methodist Church in Tennessee for more than 70
years.
29. Beyoncé, who sang her first solo at her home church, St. John’s UMC in Houston. In 2017, she teamed with her pastor
Rudy Rasmus and the congregation to help survivors of Hurricane Harvey.
30. The Steel Pan Ministry at Westchester UMC in the Bronx, which combines the influences of many cultures to create a
unique orchestra that serves the church and the community.

Houston native Beyoncé teamed with
her pastor and church members at St.
John's UMC to help survivors of
Hurricane Harvey.
Image courtesy of Texas Annual Conference.
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2018 Annual Conference
If you have been in worship in most churches over the past
50 years, you have seen decline. It is a well-known fact that
Christianity around the country is declining, and more people
are either becoming “spiritual but not religious” or “none”
when it comes to the category of religious affiliation.
Along those same lines, each year, every church fills out a
report known as “Statistical Reports” that help us to get
down in the nitty-gritty of where we are growing and where
we are decreasing.
For the first time in a while, we have a lay member in the
Annual Conference volunteering to help analyze that data as
a conference and see trends. This is quite exciting!
So, let me share some of the exciting news that we’ve found out!



The activity of Young Adults (ages 18-30) in the conference has gone UP by 2%, even though other groups are going down.
(We have over 20 Young Adults that come on a regular basis!)
We have been giving more the Special Sundays and Advances (hurricanes, supports). In fact, we, as the Wisconsin
Conference of churches have given $310,440 more in 2017 than we did in 2016!

While we may be in troubling times as a church, we can be excited about how we are doing ministry. Let us continue to work on
growing for God’s Kingdom!
COMMISSION ON THE WAY FORWARD: UPDATE
The 32 member Commission On The Way Forward, that was established by
the Council of Bishops of the General Conference of the United Methodist
Church in 2016, was charged with finding ways for the denomination to stay
together despite deep conflict around historical homosexuality restrictions in
the Book of Discipline. The purpose was to develop ways to maintain unity
but allow for ways to maximize UMC witness to the world and allow for as
much contextualization and differentiation regarding human sexuality issues
as possible.
The Commission has offered three models to the Council of Bishops:
ONE CHURCH PLAN removes from the Book of Discipline restrictive
language against homosexuality but assures that Conferences will not be
forced to ordain homosexual pastors or perform same-sex weddings.
TRADITIONALIST PLAN retains the current Book of Discipline language
and seeks to strengthen enforcement.
CONNECTIONAL CONFERENCE PLAN would allow conferences to
choose affiliation among 3 connectional conferences based on approach to
LGBTQ issues rather than geography. It removes the restrictive language in
the Book of Discipline.
THE COUNCIL OF BISHOPS RECOMMENDS the One Church Plan because
it allows for contextualization regarding human sexuality in the US and
Central Conferences. It encourages generous unity and enables UMs to
address different missional contexts in ways that reflect theological
convictions.
The delegates of the conferences that attended the General Conference in
2016 will attend the Special Session in February, 2019, where this question
will be put to vote. There will be Listening Sessions scheduled by the
Wisconsin Delegates so people can ask questions and give input. The June
Wisconsin Annual Wisconsin Conference voted that the delegates would also
form a Consultation Committee consisting of 3-6 persons from the members
of the LGBTQ community of the UMC in Wisconsin. They will be present at
the General Conference to support the Delegates by raising questions that
would help articulate the nuances in the legislation in how it affects LGBTQ
persons.
July 30, 2018, was determined to be the date that the full translated report
would be available simultaneously in all the official languages of the General
Conference.

Wisconsin is Launching Out!
At this year’s Annual Conference we voted to engage
in a conference wide capital campaign. This vote has
been in the making for several years. There have
been set-backs, there have been successes and we
finally got to a point where the members of our
conference felt we are ready to “launch out” and go
forward with the campaign. It is actually called
Launch Out and the goal is to raise $6.8 million over
three years. The money will be used to develop new
ministries/churches in Wisconsin ($2.92 million), to
support mercy and justice ministries ($ 2.48 million),
and to revitalize current ministries/churches ($1.15
million). The campaign will cost $250,000.
For me personally it was exciting to follow the
planning for this campaign since it overlapped with
the planning for the campaign in our church here in
Appleton. There were a lot of similarities and I’m a
little proud to conclude that observing the
conference’s process confirmed that we did things
right here in Appleton with our campaign. I’m
excited for the future that our Wisconsin Conference
will live into engaging in this large campaign.
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Financial Education with Russell Bold
Have questions about your retirement fund? Don’t
understand what steps to take next financially in life?
Any questions or conversation that you would like to
have with Russell is welcomed with no pressure. Feel
free to sit down with him the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each
month in the Conference Room at 10:00am.
Movie Nights
Join Amy Concepción on the 3rd Wednesday of each
month, starting on September 19th, to watch a Christianbased movie in the Chapel. Popcorn and water will be
provided.
Theology on Mondays
“Unbelievable” by John Shelby Spong will be the
subject of conversation at Theology on Mondays, for
those who like to examine progressive theology, starting
on September 17th. As a Bible scholar and a progressive
thinker, Spong offers a new approach that challenges
Christians to explore their beliefs in new and meaningful
ways. Considered by some as a provocateur, he
certainly does promote thoughtful reflection on our
Christian faith, whether or not we agree with him. Each
discussion is from 10:00am-noon on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th
Mondays in the Wesley Room. Books cost $17.
Theology on Tap
Want to talk about topics relating to God, but want to do
it in a relaxed setting? Come to Theology on Tap! We
meet once a month during the week after work at one of
establishments in the Fox Valley. The last few topics
have included: how to interpret the Bible, having
modern day prophets, and more! Participants can drink
alcoholic or nonalcoholic drinks and choose whether or
not they want to get food as well. Join us: August 8th at
Mr. Brew’s Taphouse and September 6th at Waverly
Beach, both from 6:00-8:00pm.
“The Story” Bible Study
The Bible is hard to understand, and often we don’t
really understand when things happen. Join Wendy
Anzelmo and Pastor Liz as we go through the Bible
chronologically with “The Story”. Each story in these
31 chapters reveals the God of grace---the God who
speaks; the God who acts; the God who listens; the God
whose love for his people culminated in his sacrifice of
Jesus, his only Son, to atone for the sins of
humanity.” Books cost $12.

Men’s Thursday Noon Bible Study
Join Pastor Markus as we dive into an amazing book of
the Bible. Find out next month the theme that will be
prevalent in the book of Mark. Men meet in the Wesley
Room from noon-1pm on Thursdays starting October
11th. No book needed.
Women’s Thursday Noon Bible Study
Join Pastor Liz as we dive into the full-fledged stories of
Abraham in Genesis. Be immersed into the story of the
man who had an amazing covenant with God. Women
meet in the Wesley Room from noon-1pm on Thursdays
starting October 11th. No book needed.
Wednesday Study Group
“Feast of the Bible”
God's redemptive plan is unveiled through the feasts of
Israel. The feasts are still relevant for our lives today
because they: show how Messiah Jesus is the fulfillment
of the feasts and holidays, illustrate the Jewish roots of
Christianity, explain history and symbolism in the Old
Testament, open our eyes to the Lord's provision, love,
and care for us, inspire us to worship God, and point to
our glorious future with Messiah. Author Dr. Sam
Nadler was brought up in a traditional Jewish home, and
came to believe in Jesus as Messiah. Join us for this
awesome study! No book needed.
Women of the Word
Women of the Word is back in action. Join Sue Stehula
and women of First Church as we enjoy fellowship with
one another while learning more about faith, God, and
each other. Our book is not yet chosen, but it will be
another fantastic book. We gather Mondays after choir
(around 7:00pm) starting September 10th.
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FAQ ABOUT OUR HABITAT PROJECT
Our Project’s Address is:
1525 W. Washington St., Appleton
Habitat uses an online sign up system called
Volunteer Hub. Here are a few frequently asked
questions about this process.
How do I sign up to Volunteer?
Easiest way: Log on to Volunteer Hub using this
website:
https://foxcitieshabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/firstu
mcappleton/
You have to create an account there with Habitat
first before you can sign up. Click on “CREATE
ACCOUNT” (Please note: DO NOT use the
main Volunteer Hub link. The link above will
take you to the volunteer spots reserved
exclusively for your church).

sign in sheet will be emailed to you the
Thursday prior to your workday.
 Meal Provider: This is the person who will
coordinate the lunch donation for the work
day. Only ONE person should sign up online
for this role to be the Habitat contact person.
However, many people can help make and
serve the lunch. Typically lunch is needed
for 12-20 people and we ask that it is
delivered and ready to serve BY noon.
Thank you so much for your interest and
willingness to volunteer!

Can I sign up someone else?
No. Because you must electronically sign our
wavier online, each person must create their own
account and sign themselves up.
How do minors sign up?
Minors sign up just like adults, but they are not
allowed to electronically sign the waiver. Minors
ages 14-17 must print the minor registration
paperwork, have it signed by a parent and bring it
with them when they volunteer. There are other
rules for minor volunteers. To access this form
and see all age restrictions mandated by our
insurance company, visit our website or contact
Jodi.
What are the 3 volunteer roles I can sign up
for?
 Crew Member: This is a general
construction role. NO prior construction or
building experience is necessary. We teach
“on the job” and have wonderful, patient,
senior crew leaders who will guide and teach
you. You only need willing hands (and
sturdy shoes)! You must be willing to
commit to the full work day of 7:45am-4pm.
 Site Support: This is the host of the
worksite. The times for this role are 7:30am1pm. Basic tasks include bring ice, water and
the sign in sheet from home, greeting
volunteers, handling paperwork, keeping the
site clean, etc. A training document and the

Please help us build the new home for Cha Vang and her
family as part of our church’s Capital Campaign mission
project.

We need you!
The following jobs are still needed to be filled:
Meal Provider:
Wednesday, August 8: Meal Provider
Crew Members:
Thursday, August 9:
Build Walls
Wednesday, August 15: Roof & Windows
Thursday, August 16:
Doors & Siding Layout
Tuesday, August 21:
Siding
Tuesday, August 28:
Air Seal & Insulate
Wednesday, September 5: Ceiling Rock
Thursday, September 6: Wall Rock
Saturday, September 8: Wall Rock
Saturday, September 22: Painting
Tuesday, September 25: Underlayment & Stairs
Thursday, September 27: Cabinets & Doors
Tuesday, October 2:
Doors & Trim
Thursday, October 18: Trim & Finish
Saturday, October 20:
Clean House
To sign up go to:
https://foxcitieshabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/firstumcappleton/
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Since 2011, First Church has sent 138 different Youth and 41 different Adult Leaders on
20 YouthWorks Mission trips to 17 different communities. This summer 60 Middle
School and High School Youth, Young Adults, and 12 Adult Leaders traveled 4,782
miles to serve the people of Toronto, Ontario, Vidor, Texas, and the Quad Cities.
Participants served with Nehemiah’s Vision rebuilding houses affected by the flooding of
Hurricane Harvey, in Soup Kitchens, Thrift Stores, Homeless Shelters, Day Centers for
Adults with Disabilities, Community Gardens, and Children’s Ministries. Next year’s
trips will be announced on August 8th.

“Mom, I went hoping that I
would make a difference for
the people in Toronto but I
think they made more of a
difference in my life!” –
Morgan Cust (10th Grade)

“God is amazing the way he works. Sometimes you don’t realize all the
opportunities he gives to you but this week it was clear on what he was
trying to show and teach me. You need to trust in what the Lord has in store
for you and know you are being led down the right path. This mission trip
to the Quad Cities has changed my perspectives on so many things and
most importantly strengthened my relationship with God. And lastly thank
you to the people who helped me make memories I will hold with me
forever. It is truly amazing to be surrounded by people who genuinely love
and support you and thankfully all of you are the best at doing just that!”
#youthworks2018 - Amy Tegge (8th Grade)
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“This past week I went to Toronto in
Ontario to serve those in greatest need.
I gained new perspectives, realized my
passions, noticed new possibilities, and
thought about my pursuits. I saw that
the least of us are still loved like all of us
in the eyes of God. Yes, this was a
Christian mission trip. On a more
selfish note, I think this was just what I
needed to help me cope with some
recent, lingering stress. I was able to be
a good person, grow in my faith, and
have fun. Thank you for making this trip
possible.” - Andrew Ray (11th Grade)

“In all of my nine mission trips with First United Methodist Church and Youthworks, none have been as needed as
Vidor, Texas. Working with Nehemiah’s Vision, a local organization that tasks itself with helping to rebuild homes
that were destroyed or badly damaged by hurricane Harvey, our group did everything from drywall to
painting. Meeting the residents of the homes we were rebuilding showed just how much they needed others, as well
as how faithful they were in God’s plan for them. My favorite part of this trip, which I’ve honestly never looked
forward to as much as I did this year, was our church group time. Sharing life stories within our group brought us
closer to each other and God, and I believe I speak for all of us when I say would not have been more perfectly
timed. Overall, Vidor was an amazing experience and I am more than thankful to have had the opportunity to be
the hands and feet of God for the community. Thank you to everyone who prayed or donated for our trip, I look
forward to more college mission trips in the future!” – Elizabeth Herge (college student)
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Harbor House is an independent non-profit agency which offers safe shelter
and basic crisis services to women and children hurt by domestic abuse.
Services include one-on-one counseling, support groups, legal advocacy, and
awareness training for community members and school groups. The agency
maintains a 24-hour telephone helpline at 1-800-970-1171. Harbor House
serves over 1,200 women and children each year. What can we do to help?
The most urgent needs are for women’s new pajamas or slippers (any size)
and Tylenol. Other items on the wish list include paper towels. Diapers (size
4, 5, and 6), Boy’s Pull-ups (4T, 5T), new twin sheets, new laundry baskets,
cleaning supplies, dixie cups, garbage bags, dish soap, hand soap (no travel
sizes please), baby wipes, diaper cream, and ground coffee. Gift cards to local
grocery stores and department stores are also greatly appreciated. Any gift
cards should be turned in to the church office and specified for Harbor House.
All other items may be placed in the marked bin by the Wesley Room. Any
questions can be directed to Donna Frick or Chris Hartman. As always, thank
you very much for your continued generosity as you support our Mission of
the Month.

Did you know that First Church
has devotionals on our Podcast?
We have 4 devotions up so far,
with a new one every week.
Check them out by going to our
church website, (appfumc.org),
click on the “Link” tab, and
click on the “Podcast” link.
Enjoy!
(What is a podcast? It is a free
audio recording that you can
access through your smart
phone, tablet or computer at
any point in time. There is no
app or special setting needed,
just click on the link and listen.)

Wednesday, August 15th, will be our last
summer evening worship. Join us for food
and fellowship at 5:15 in Fellowship Hall, followed
by family worship with communion at 6:15.
in the courtyard at

7TH Annual Charity
Senegal Golf Outing
Kick Off Sunday, September 9th
Ministries, Games, and Food!
9 a.m.-noon
_____________________________
September 26th 6:00-8:00 p.m. QPR
(Question, Persuade, & Refer)
Suicide Prevention Training

The annual Senegal golf event with our circuit churches has been scheduled for
Wednesday, August 15th at Bridgewood Golf Course in Neenah. Cost for golf
and cart will again be $50 per golfer or $25 per mini golfer. Sponsorships are
always needed to support the Senegal Ministry! More information to follow and
sign-up sheets will be available soon. Golfers, put this date on your calendar! If
you have any questions contact Dave Farina at 608-434-1502.
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Music Ministries
Walk in Choir
Would you like to join our summer walk in
choir, and use that musical talent that has
been waiting to come out?!
We will have one last opportunity on August
19th.
It's such a joy to share music with others!
You can call Betsy Benoit at (920) 574-3482
or email at benoitphillip@aol.com to let us
know you
will bring your smiling face.
See you in Church!

Looking Ahead—
Sanctuary Choir rehearsals begin,
Wednesday, September 5, 6:30 p.m. in the
choir room.
_____________________________

Befrienders Offer new way to receive prayers!
The Befriender Ministry is always searching
for new and better ways for you to receive the
power of prayer. The prayer cards that you
are used to seeing in the pews are being
updated. You will see the new ones in the
pews starting in late August. New choices will be offered as well as
requesting prayers from our pastors. You may also request a visit
from a Befriender if you would like. The cards can be placed in the
offering plate and they will be directed to the appropriate persons, or
you can put them in our new prayer boxes which will be located in the
library and one by the Welcome Center. These boxes are secured and
will only be opened by a Befriender each Monday Morning. Your
prayer requests are treated with extreme confidentiality and only
shared how you have directed on the prayer request card.
Please look for the new cards coming soon, and consider requesting
the power of prayer to share your joys or struggles.
"Make this your common practice:
confess your sins to each other and pray for each other
so that you can live together whole and healed.
The prayer of a person...is something powerful to be reckoned with."

Festival of Carols for 2018 will be on
Friday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. Please
mark your calendars and save the date.
_____________________________
Sonshine and Genesis Choirs will be
reorganized with an entirely new format and
new leadership this fall.
Please watch the September Connections for
more details.

James 5:16 (The Message)

THE 2018 LUNCHTIME
ORGAN RECITAL
SERIES
Frank G. Rippl,
coordinator
lunchtimeorganrecital.org
All recitals start at
12:15 p.m.
unless otherwise stated.

August Schedule
VIM Fall Mission Trip 2018
The Volunteer in Mission Team trip this fall will be to
Pine Lake Methodist Camp in Westfield, WI. We will
be doing fall grounds and cabin cleanup. Volunteers
will stay in the retreat center each room having its own
private bath. Meals will be provided by camp chef.
Dates for our trip are Sunday, September 16th through
Friday, September 21st. You can attend all or part of
the week depending on your availability. Checkout
Pine Lake Camp at www.wiumcamps.org. If interested
in joining us for this fall trip, contact Donna Frick: (H)
920-730-8584 or (C) 920-470-8584.

Wed. 8/1 Zion Lutheran Church, Appleton
Matthew Buller, organ (6:30 p.m.)
Wed. 8/8 First English Lutheran Church, Appleton
Jared Stellmacher, organ
Wed. 8/15 First United Methodist Church, Appleton
Mario Buchanan, organ
Alexandra Piepenbrink, oboe
Wed. 8/22 Faith Lutheran Church, Appleton
Vashni Seitzer, organ
Thurs. 8/23First Presbyterian Church, Neenah
Mitchel Miller, organ (6:30 p.m.)
Wed. 8/29 St. Paul Lutheran Church, Neenah
Ralph & Marilyn Freeman, organ
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Summer Fun, Food and Worship at First Church
We’ve had two Wednesday night services with a meal, so far. Below are some pictorial
impressions. Join us for our last service on Wednesday, August 15th at 5:15 p.m. for
food and 6:15 for a brief and refreshing family communion service.

Fellowship, Fun &
Worship

in the Courtyard
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This year we will hold our annual Backpack Blessing
at our last Wednesday evening Worship in the Courtyard.
th
Join us on Wednesday, August 15 at 5:15 for dinner and 6:15 for Worship.
Bring your backpacks!

Did you ever wonder why we use boats and sailing for many of our themes here at First Church?
Rigging comprises the system of ropes, cables and chains, which support a sailing ship or sail boat's masts—
standing rigging, including shrouds and stays—and which adjust the position of the vessel's sails and spars
to which they are attached—the running rigging, including halyards, braces, sheets and vangs.
The above is the definition of rigging, but for our church it is so much more! (see below)

Our Vision Is:
REACH people with God’s Good News
INVITE people into a relationship with Christ/the Church and
GROW together.

R.I.G. today and every day!
(It’s our vision)
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Thank you, thank you, thank you, to all those who contributed to either the flood buckets or the school bags. Phoebe
Circle was able to fill 210 school bags for the Annual Conference Midwest Mission project as well as contributing $210
for shipping, etc. We were also able to take 8 flood buckets filled by various church groups/committees. With about 170
Wisconsin United Methodist churches participating, more than $8,000 and 16,087 pounds of items needed for Midwest
Distribution Center were collected at Annual Conference. For all those who have faithfully purchased school supplies for
the past several years we wanted to let you know Phoebe Circle will NOT be doing so this year. The needs of the
Midwest Mission Distribution Center have changed as well as how things are distributed.
Again, a big thank you to all who purchased supplies and to all those who sewed the school bags.

Kick Off
I am pleased to announce that Doug Herge and Norm Ladewig have joined the staff of
First Church as part time custodians. Both Doug and Norm are members of First Church
and will be sharing responsibilities with Tom Martens. Doug is married to Lynn and they
have two grown children. Norm is married to Christine and they have twin boys. Doug
will be working the afternoon shift Monday through Friday until 4:00 p.m. and Norm will
be working late afternoons until 7:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday and Saturday
morning from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. Tom Martens will cover mornings Monday
through Friday. Please join me in welcoming Doug and Norm to our church staff.
Tom Weinfurter
Building & Technology Manager

Sunday
September 9th
Ministries,
Games,
and
Food!
9 a.m.-noon
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News
August 26 – Last Day Summer Sunday School
September 2 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Labor Day Weekend
September 9 – Sunday School Kickoff! First Day of Classes

VBS 2018 – Shipwrecked
As of this writing we are busy preparing for Vacation Bible School. To date we have over 80
children registered to attend. We are so very excited to see how Jesus will work in our young
people’s lives, and how it will impact everyone that is signed up to lead and assist! Watch for
full details in our September Connections.

Kickoff Sunday September 9th!
Sunday School classes will resume September 9. Children will attend the worship service with
their parents and then proceed to their classrooms after Children’s Time. Children ages 3 years5th grade will meet from 9:15 – 10:15. Schedules and classrooms will be posted outside of the
chapel, on the children’s ministry bulletin board, and on the walls near the water fountains on the
2nd and 3rd floor. Please be sure to check the schedule as it may change from time to time.

Sunday School Teachers Needed
We are now recruiting for teachers for the 2018-17 school season. This year we will again be
using Group Publishing’s Hands-on-Bible curriculum. This curriculum has been a hit since we
began using it three years ago. Our hope is to have teaching teams made up of 4 teachers per
team. This allows teachers to work together and to help cover in emergencies and during illness.
No experience is required, and all materials and training are provided. Please contact Christine
Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org or by calling the church office for more information!

Children’s Ministry Team
Do you like to work with a fun bunch of people? Do you have a passion for Jesus and
children’s ministry? Is planning events and fun things to do your cup of tea? Then our
Children’s Ministry Team is the place for you! We are a group of parents, grandparents, or
people that love children and care about their spiritual needs. We plan and implement all
the special events in the children’s ministry, make curriculum decisions, and try to find
ways to show appreciation to our volunteers. We would love to have you join our team!
Please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org for more information!

National Night Out
Come join us at 4 p.m., August 9th at Grand Chute’s Lions Park for National Night
out! This is a great, inexpensive family event that is supported by many businesses in
the area! There will be crafts, games, food, prizes, free giveaways, bounce houses,
police demonstrations, and you can tour police cars, fire trucks, ambulances, and see
the Lifestar Helicopter touch down in Houdini schools playground!
We will have a craft table set up so come down and say “Hi”!
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Tom & Carol
Stenklyft
We’d like to introduce you to Tom and
Carol Stenklyft. Carol was born at
home, in Hilbert, WI, during a
snowstorm, one of five children to
Armin and Zipora Hernke. The
Hernkes were cheese makers, and
among the first producers of cold pack
cheese spreads under the Wispride
label.
Tom was born to Egner and Alice Stenklyft at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, the
closest hospital to wherever the family trailer was located. Egner worked
for the Commonwealth Telephone Company which morphed into Verizon
over time. He was constantly transferred around the state. In 1946, the
family bought a farm outside Hilbert, where fifth grade represented Tom’s
fifth different grade school. Tom, the itinerant farm boy, and Carol, the
home town girl, met in high school, and were king and queen of the junior
prom!
Carol graduated with a BA in Elementary Education from Heidelberg
University in Tiffin, Ohio, and taught fourth grade in Sheboygan.
Interestingly, three sons and two granddaughters have also graduated from
Heidelberg, and a third granddaughter will be a freshman in September.
Tom graduated from UW-Madison with a BA in Speech and Spanish. He
studied persuasion at the University of Minnesota graduate school before
beginning a career in business, specializing in public relations. He retired
from IC System, Inc., in St. Paul, MN after a 33-year career which took him
to all 50 states, Canada, Mexico and the Caribbean. Carol accompanied
him on several trips, a cheerful companion to places like Hawaii,
convention cities and historical sites, but mysteriously absent from
opportunities for road trips across states like Kansas and Nebraska.
When it came time to retire, they decided to return “home to the Fox River
Valley” where fond memories and many relatives and high school
classmates still live. They arrived in 2003 and joined First Church in 2004.
They were both active on the mission team for several years, have served
meals at the Emergency Shelter and serve as ushers. Carol participates in
the Wednesday book study classes, and Tom has been a regular at the
Thursday Men’s Bible Study class.
Carol enjoys volunteering at the Community Clothes Closet. Tom is a
home wine maker, and has spent 14 years with Literacy Education Services
tutoring English to the foreign born, raising money, training tutors, etc.
They both keep busy at home with yard work, vegetables and flower
gardens.
They have five children and seven grandchildren, of whom they are very
proud!

The Conway
Family
Introducing Mike and Amy Conway and their two
daughters:
Mike Conway was born and raised in Hillsboro,
WI and attended WWTC in La Crosse after high
school. He graduated with an Associate Degree in
Wood Technics. Mike is employed with Boldt
Construction as a job superintendent. He enjoys
running, fishing, woodworking and sports. Mike is
currently on the Habitat Committee at church.
Amy was born and raised in Sturgeon Bay, WI.
She attended UW-La Crosse and earned a
Bachelor’s degree, then attended UW-Milwaukee
and graduated with a Master’s Degree in School
Social Work. Amy is employed with the Appleton
Area School District as a School Social Worker.
She enjoys running, reading, and being a mom.
She is part of an ongoing Friday morning bible
study group and is on the planning committee for
VBS.
Mike and Amy have two daughters.
Kaitlyn is 15, and a sophomore at North High
School. She is on the tennis team, plays flute in the
band and loves being involved with the church
youth group. She has attended three mission trips
and can’t wait to go again next summer!
Megan is 13 years old and a 7th grader at
Kaleidoscope Academy in Appleton. She enjoys
running, dancing and playing the trumpet in the
band. Megan also enjoys church activities and is
looking forward to being a crew leader during VBS
this year.
The Conway’s have been members of our church
for the past 14 years and are grateful for their
spiritual growth and friendships they have made!
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Come worship with us!

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 920-734-2677
Fax number 920-882-1461 Website www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church
https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible
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Lay Leader:
Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
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Lead Pastor:
Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Rev. Liz Whitford LWhitford@appfumc.org
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Visitation Pastor:
Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org
Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &
Bass Clef:
Bob
Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
formation.
Principal Organist:
Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net
Pianist:
Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com
Wesley Handbells:
Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com
Grace:
Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Wessley cswessley@yahoo.com
Building & Technology Manager:
Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org
Finance Manager:
Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org
Administrative Assistant:
Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org
Office Assistant:
Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org
Custodians:
Tom Martens
Doug Herge
Norm Ladewig

Book Sale Update:
It is with great sorrow that we are cancelling the Book Sale this
fall. Due to construction, there is no space available at this time.
If you have books that you want to get rid of, AAUW will be
happy to take them or if you have space, you could store them
for next year. We will plan on having a book sale in 2019.
Please do not bring books to the church this year, as there is no
space to store them. Thank you for your understanding.

