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“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105  
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Our Capital Campaign and the Conference! 
 

Here is an encounter I had at our Annual Conference in June that I want to share with 

you. I was strolling through the plenary hall after a session and a man from East Troy 

approached me. He said: “Markus, I am absolutely amazed about what you guys are 

doing in Appleton with your capital campaign. What a great idea to give some of your 

funds to Habitat.” I looked at him and said: “How do you know we are doing a capital 

campaign, let alone giving 5% to Habitat?” Him: “Well, it’s all over Facebook.” 

 

Friends, I was pleasantly humbled that our good deed brings joy and encouragement 

to people far away. I have had other clergy colleagues come up to me elsewhere and 

express congratulations for our progress and the decision to help another family in the 

community.  I want to share this with you and express my deep gratitude that we are 

indeed able to build an entire house for a family in Appleton as we have reached the 

$1.5 million mark.  

 

Habitat for Humanity has been in contact with us and is excited to find a good family 

for us. The project may start as early as late summer next year but there is a possibility 

that we may rather wait until 2019.  While Habitat does not need the money up front 

we do want to be responsible and have received a good amount of the gifts that have 

been pledged.  

 

The trustees will keep you well informed regarding the line-up of the different work 

projects. We have to be thoughtful in the planning, since the right timing will save us 

a lot of money.  There is a small chance that some work may begin in 2017 but the 

major work will not be done until 2018 and beyond.  
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August 5/6 – Communion, Pastor Liz is preaching 

Text: Ezekiel 1 

Theme: Awestruck 

 

August 12/13 – Befriender commissioning 

Text: Habakkuk 2:1-5 

Theme: Waiting for God’s Direction 

 

August 19/20 – Walk in choir, Pastor Liz is preaching 

Text: Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

Theme: New Life 

 

August 26/27  

Saturday as usual 

Sunday is a combined worship service in City Park at 10am 

Text: Isaiah 6:1-9 

Theme: Responding to God 
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Our August worship theme is on visions from God. 

 

Have you experienced a divine vision? The Bible tells us about extraordinary 

vision experiences that people had, like those of the prophet Ezekiel, Isaiah 

or Habakkuk. We will be looking at their vision accounts in worship. Even 

though their visions were rather extreme I do believe we can learn a lot from 

them. Visions come big-scale or small and seemingly insignificant. It 

shouldn’t surprise us that the God who is God of the earthquake as well as 

the gently whispering wind can use the whole spectrum of human experience 

to give us direction. And that is what visions are about: They give us 

direction, and not only direction; they give us motivation to move a certain 

direction. I have shared with you in worship some time ago that being 

visionary can sometimes be as simple as creating a holistic to-do-list on a 

slow day. Knowing what comes next gives us drive and even energy to keep 

moving. Even if at the end of the day we realize we didn’t accomplish it all – 

we still got somewhere, somewhere we might not have gotten without the 

bold vision (aka the items on the list!). I want to encourage you to pray to 

God for visions in your life. Maybe they will be grand, maybe they will be 

subtle – but in all cases I wish for us that we experience joy in following 

God’s lead. 

 

 

Truly yours,  
 

 

  
 

 

Pastor Markus 

 

 
August 2017  

Preaching Plan 
Theme:  

Visions from God 
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This past 

month has 

been so wonderful!  Thank you to 

all who have reached out to me 

through your presence at church, 

stopping by the office, cards, and 

more!  I could not have asked for a 

more blessed first month of 

ministry at First Church!  It is no 

secret that many believe that this 

church is their family, and it is 

easy to see that this church is very 

welcoming!  You are truly being 

God’s love to those who step 

inside this building!  (Please 

excuse all the exclamation 

points.  I am just so happy about 

these things.)  As we start to get 

ready for the fall and the busyness 

of life, I want to ask yourself: Am 

I missing something?  Our Bible 

and Book Studies this fall are 

going to stretch our knowledge of 

what we know, and I invite you to 

become a part of that.  God is 

always ready to help us grow in 

our discipleship, so let’s take a 

step together!            

 

- With God’s Love,      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Projects Update 

from the  

Board of Trustees 
 

At the First United Methodist 

Church Board of Trustees meeting 

held on July 11th several items 

were brought forth for vote of 

approval.  The Board of Trustees 

approved the five year lease of a 

new computer server where all of 

the electronic records of the church 

reside.  The current server has 

reached the end of its electronic 

lifespan and is in need of 

replacement. The Board also 

approved the purchase of a new 

file backup system insuring data is 

secure should there be a problem 

with the systems or files. As part 

of the Capital Campaign items the 

Board of Trustees approved the 

securing of bids for replacing the 

parking lot pavement, new heating 

controls for the radiators and the 

replacement of the boiler room 

concrete floor.  The Capital 

Campaign bids are being secured 

through our Project Manager’s 

company James J. Calmes & Son. 

                   The Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital Campaign 

Verification 
 

Within the past week or two, you 

should have received a letter in the 

mail verifying your commitment to 

the Honoring Our Past, Growing 

Into Our Future…Making 

Christian Disciples Capital 

Campaign.  This letter is your 

chance to verify that the 3 year 

commitment you made to the 

campaign is calculated 

correctly.  Please watch for this in 

the mail and contact the church 

office if you need to make any 

changes. Once the commitments 

are verified, the Capital Campaign 

pledge will begin to show up on 

your quarterly statement of 

giving.  Quarterly statements are 

emailed each quarter whenever an 

email address is available – and 

mailed to those without an email 

address on file.  So watch your 

email each quarter for this 

document. If you are not receiving 

it, contact the church office and we 

can let you know the email address 

that the statements are being 

delivered to. 

Thank you for your support of the 

Capital Campaign.  Soon you will 

begin to see the difference your 

generous stewardship is making! 

 Lynn Halley 

 Finance Manager 
 

 

10:30 a.m. Sunday Service 
 

This year we again continue to 

offer our second Sunday service 

throughout the summer. We feel 

strongly that it is the best for our 

church and our community to 

continue to offer this service. Join 

us for this worship if you feel like 

coming to church a little later or if 

you enjoy the air conditioned 

breeze in our chapel. Most 

importantly, however: On many 

Sundays we have a new visitor 

coming to this service and your 

presence there makes a difference.  

 

Get to know Pastor Liz 
 

There will be two different opportunities 

for Q & As with  

Pastor Liz.  This means you can ask her 

anything!   

Q & As will be August 13th and 

September 24th  

after 9 a.m. worship. 

Don’t miss out on the wonderful 

conversation! 

 

Church Records 
 

Wedding: 
7-8-17    

Lauren Fletcher and 

Maxwell Hurley 
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The Gospel of John is rich  

in images and truths, and is 

written very differently than 

the other 3 gospels.  Adam  

Hamilton has written an  

excellent book diving deeper 

into this book of the Bible 

and can experience spiritual growth 

and a renewal of faith with the group 

this fall! 

 

For conversation on 

 relevant, current topics from 

a faith perspective in a relaxed, non-

church environment, check out 

Theology on Tap. Come, join new 

and old friends Thursday, August 

17, 6 p.m. at Mr. Brew’s TapHouse 

as we share a bit of our stories and 

talk about how we notice the Holy.  

 

Opportunities for Enduring Faith 
Watch for the Fall Class Booklet coming soon! 

The Wednesday ‘Noon’ Study Group.....check out 

what we have planned this fall! 
 

           
Starting September 27, for six weeks, the new 

Rev. Adam Hamilton study, 

Moses- In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet 

will be highlighted. 

 

What if you were able to 

draw or write in your text 

books at school? Imagine 

how much easier studying 

would have been! The 

subject matter would have 

jumped out at you!  We can 

do that with Scripture!  Join 

us Sunday mornings this 

fall as we take Bible study 

to a fun new level! 

 

Theology on Mondays    
10:00am to noon:   Wesley Room 

Saving Jesus from the Church  

by Robin Meyers   

1st, 3rd. and 5th Mondays, starting Sept. 18th 

 

Robin R. Meyers is a minister, a scholar 

and a commentator for National Public Radio.  His book 

urges Christians to return to the true mission of 

Christianity: Following Jesus.  Included as part of the ten 

ideas to consider are: “Christianity as Compassion Not 

Condemnation”; “Discipleship as Obedience, Not 

Observance”; “Justice as Covenant, Not Control”; “Jesus 

the Teacher, Not the Savior”.  Persons interested are 

welcome to attend.   Register by contacting the church 

office.  Participants will need to buy their own books---

available at Amazon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feel like you’re missing something?  Wondering if 

other people are going through the same things you 

are?  Wanting to be a part of a group that is rooted in 

God?   Join a Life Group and find what you’re 

looking for!     
           

                   

 

Finding I AM 

 

 Finding your keys, Finding 

Nemo, Finding Dory, finding yourself. We are 

always looking, trying to find something! Join us 

during the Monday nights Women’s Group as we try 

to find something greater! 
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Mission of the Month 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our August Mission of the Month 
 

Harbor House is an independent non-profit agency which offers safe shelter and basic crisis services to women and 

children hurt by domestic abuse.  Services include one-on-one counseling, support groups, legal advocacy, and 

awareness training for community members and school groups. The agency maintains a 24-hour telephone helpline at 

920 832-1666. Harbor House serves over 1,200 women and children each year.  
 

What can we do to help? 
 

The most urgent needs are for paper towels, Size 4, 5, & 6 diapers, and 4T and 5T Boy’s Pull-Ups. Other items on the 

wish list include new twin sheets, new laundry baskets, new pajamas and slippers for women and children, cleaning 

supplies, dixie cups, garbage bags, dish soap, hand soap (no travel sizes please), baby wipes, diaper cream, and ground 

coffee.  Items may be placed in the marked bin by the Wesley Room. Any questions can be directed to Donna Frick or 

Chris Hartman. As always, thank you very much for your continued generosity. 

 

Phoebe Circle 
 

 

It is that time of year 

 when all the school 

 supplies go on sale. 

 We will again be 

 assembling 200  

school bags to take to our Annual Conference 

to be distributed here and abroad.  

 

The items that go into the bags include: 

spiral, wide rule notebooks (we need about 

400); Crayola 24 pack crayons (we need about 

130); Pencil sharpeners preferable with 

containers to hold the shavings (need about 

125); Blunt scissors (we need about 100); 

Rulers with both inch and metric (we need 

about 150); #2 pencils with no logos (we need 

about 650).  

 

 Please help us reach our goal of 200 bags 

again this year.  We thank you in advance for 

all your support of this project.  Phoebe Circle 

works very hard with your help buying 

supplies, to assemble all these bags.  Now is 

the time to buy when all items are on sale. 

Items may be given to Ellen Roe, Bonnie 

LeClair, or dropped off at the church office. 

Again, thank you for all your help purchasing 

supplies for this project. 

 

Memorial Gifts 
 

The Memorial Ministry Team would like to acknowledge recent 

purchases made in memory of members of the church who have 

passed. 

 New U.S. flag and Christian flag, poles, and stands that are 

now in the Sanctuary are in memory of Russ Luckow. 

 A Cricut cutter used to create banners, bulletin board  

decorations, and other individual graphic items from 

various materials of paper, fabric, vinyl, etc.  This was 

purchased with funds in memory of Mike Reiter, Dave 

Peterson, Sam Tralongo, George Webster, and Russ 

Luckow. 

 A second defibrillator was purchased for the church 

basement area with funds in memory of Jack Anderson, 

Ruth Weyenberg, David Hartman, Dallas Curtis, and 

Norman and Darcie Nussbaum. 

 Softball Jerseys were purchased for the adult church 

softball team from funds in memory of Mary Kuehl. 

The Memorial Ministry Team continues to find appropriate ways 

to use memorial funds.  Memorial gifts are made to the church 

by the family and friends of a loved one.  Making a memorial 

gift to the church is one way to celebrate a beloved person’s life.  

Memorials can be listed as designated or undesignated.  In the 

case of larger donations, the Memorial Ministry Team is 

dedicated to working with the family to identify an appropriate 

purchase(s) or designation for the memorial fund gift.  Questions 

contact any Memorial Team member:  Terry Weinfurter, chair, 

or Audrey Brandt, JoAnn DuVall, Phyllis Freeman, Doris & 

Ruel Gatewood, Lynn Halley, Martha Kulhavy, Bonnie LeClair, 

Edna Luckow, Lynda McLaughlin, Sue Tabbert, or a pastor. 
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From June 16th – 19th Pastors and Lay Member of the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference met in Middleton. First Church had 5 representatives present: Myself, 

Pastor Jayneann, as well as our three lay members Ellen Darcourt, Ellen Roe and 

Bill Schwandt who attended for the first time. 

The guest speaker this year was Rev. Adam Hamilton, pastor of the denominations largest church in Kansas. This is 

the church where our former Lead Pastor Doyle Blanton now serves in the pastoral care ministry. Rev. Hamilton’s 

three talks were both highly informative and transformative. (I even took notes.) 

You can imagine that when close to 1,000 people of different congregations come together there is always plenty of 

opportunity to disagree and fight over! I have to say, however, that this year’s conference was very peaceful and 

productive.  

One of the dominating themes were our Conference’s plan for a state wide Capital Campaign. The Feasibility Study 

that was conducted revealed that right now we are not ready to do this but adjustments have been made to engage in a 

campaign by 2018. 

We also received a first time report about the work of the “Commission on the Way Forward,” an effort trying to 

seek unity despite differences in opinion regarding same sex marriage.  

(See the article below) 

I’m also pleased that Bill Schwandt shares with us his impression of the first Annual Conference that he attended. 

 

 

At the 2016 General Conference of the United Methodist Church the ongoing deep 

disagreement regarding the proposals to amend the Book of Discipline regarding the 

approval of same gender weddings and practicing gay clergy continued. This conflict 

appeared to be leading to a split in the denomination as a whole.  To avoid this from 

occurring, the legislative body voted to not take up legislation related to these issues 

and instead authorized Council of Bishops to form the Commission on The Way 

Forward.   

The 32 member Commission is charged with finding ways for the denomination to stay together despite deep 

differences around homosexuality. “The Commission will design a way for being church that maximizes the presence 

of a United Methodist witness in many places in the world as possible, that allows for as much contextual 

differentiation as possible, and that balances an approach to different theological understandings of human sexuality 

with a desire for as much unity as possible. This unity will not be grounded in our conceptions of human sexuality, 

but in our affirmation of the Triune God who call us to be a grace-filled and holy people in the Wesleyan tradition.” 

In April, The Council of Bishops announced the call to a special General Conference in Feb.23-26, 2019 to review 

and vote on the recommendations of the Commission. Those delegates who will participate are those same persons 

who were elected by the individual Annual Conferences to attend the 2016 General Conference. 

 

The annual meeting of the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church was held in 

Middleton, Wisconsin the week- end of June 16 to 19.  Being an Annual Conference Delegate 

and Newbie (first timer), I didn’t know what to expect. Any anxiety I was feeling very 

quickly dissipated.  I felt an ease being in a session titled “AC 101”, which explained the  

whole Annual Conference process, the Plenary (what does that word mean?) sessions, worship, presentations, reports, 

and more reports. Being United Methodists I understood we have a method.  Wow, we truly do have a method.  The 

entire conference was extremely well organized, with very precise rules of communication and order. The Plenary 

Sessions were the “business” of the church sessions.  All delegates to Annual Conference were expected to be in 

attendance at the Plenary Sessions, to listen to the reports, to listen to the debates, and vote on issues before the 

delegation. It was empowering to listen and then vote on issues that affect the local, regional, national, and global 

United Methodist Church.  I have been a United Methodist all my life.  It was not until I attended Annual Conference, 

that I fully understood that United Methodism is truly a global church. The worship sessions were remarkable. There 

was an Opening worship, a Memorial worship, Retiree Recognition and worship, and Ordination and Commissioning 

worship.  Each service offered a different focus, but each was extremely uplifting.  

.   

 

Annual Conference 

2017  
by Pastor Markus    

 

The Way Forward 
by Ellen Darcourt 

Lay Member to Annual 

Conference 

 

Annual Conference 

Newbie 
by Bill Schwandt 

 

Continued on Page 7 “Newbie” 
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Newbie - continued from p. 6 

 

The featured speaker was Adam 

Hamilton from the Church of the 

Resurrection in Kansas City, 

Kansas, the largest United 

Methodist congregation in the 

United States with 20,000 

members.  Adam presented ideas 

on Leading Beyond the Walls, and 

offered suggestions for each local 

church to do the same. Adam is an 

amazing speaker and presenter. 

Those in attendance were warmly 

welcomed by our Bishop Hee-Soo 

Jung, but especially those 

delegates from the Dongbu 

Conference of the Korean 

Methodist Church.  Throughout 

the conference we celebrated the 

10th anniversary of the Dongbu 

Conference and Wisconsin 

Conference sister relationship.   

 Annual Conference was 

enlightening, empowering, 

exhausting.  It was filled with long 

days of listening and learning, 

caring and sharing, reconnecting 

and just connecting.  It made me 

feel like a child of God, with gifts 

to share, and a faith to not hold 

unto myself but to give away.  It 

made me feel what it means to be a 

United Methodist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME 

A STOCK HOLDER 

 

  The “Volunteers in Mission” 

Team will be selling Stock 

Certificates to support the 2017 

mission trip to Detroit, MI.  The 

team will work with Cass 

Community Services on various 

construction and non-construction 

projects to improve the lives of 

low income and disabled persons.  

The mission team will be there 

September 17-23. The proceeds 

from the sale will not only help 

this mission, the Stock Certificate 

entitles the holder to a delicious 

supper at the Share Holders 

Meeting on October 29, 2017, at 

5:30 p.m. 

The Stock Certificates will be 

available for purchase on Sunday 

mornings from mid- August to 

mid-September.  They will also be 

available at September Wednesday 

Night Lives and some Saturday 

night services. The cost of a 

Certificate is $10 for an Individual 

Share and $25 for a Family Share. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to 

Care and Share in this mission. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6TH Annual Charity 

Golf Outing 
 

The annual Senegal Golf event 

with our circuit churches has been 

scheduled for Wednesday, August 

16th. Cost for golf and Cart will 

again be $50 per golfer or $25 per 

mini golfer. Sponsorships are 

always needed to support the 

Senegal Ministry! Our purpose is 

to support the Senegal Mission 

Initiative of the United Methodist 

church and the Gibsons, members 

of Emmanuel UMC in Appleton, 

and now retired from their 

assignment as Missionaries to 

Senegal, Africa. We allocate the 

money raised among missionary 

support and support of the projects 

in Senegal, which include 

pastor/church support, Women’s 

Skill Center, Wellness Program, 

Prison Ministry and Agriculture. 

Information is available in the 

church office or contact Pastor 

Dave Farina at 608-434-1502 to 

sign-up or sponsor.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Updating Our Church Database 
 

Do we have your birthdate on file? Have you recently moved? Have you 

changed your email address?  If you answered yes to any of those questions, 

please contact Amy in the church office by phone or email (734-2677 or 

amy@appfumc.org ).  We want our records to be accurate and appreciate your 

help. 

Guide Book & Directory 
 

We are in the process of updating our annual Guide Book & Directory for the 

Church.  This book is the one you receive in the mail every fall.  The book is 

being provided at no cost to our Church, including the mailing to each family, 

and again is being subsidized by local businesses that advertise in it.   

If you own or manage a business and would like to find out about advertising 

in our book, please call or email Amy in the Church office (734-2677  or  

Amy@appfumc.org).  Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show 

that 92.1% of families would rather patronize a Guide Book & Directory 

advertiser over a non-advertiser.  It “will pay” to advertise in our new Guide 

Book & Directory. 

Worship in the Park 

August 27th 

We will have a 

combined service 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

mailto:amy@appfumc.org
mailto:Amy@appfumc.org
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News 
 

Upcoming Events 
August 27 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Worship in the Park 

September 3 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Labor Day Weekend 
September 10 – Sunday School Kickoff! First Day of Classes 

 

VBS 2017 – Maker Fun Factory 
As of this writing we are busy preparing for Vacation Bible School. To date we have 
over 100 children registered to attend. We are so very excited to see how Jesus will 
work in our young people’s lives, and how it will impact everyone that is signed up to 
lead and assist!  

 

VBS Foster Care Program Service Project 
This year our mission project will benefit the Outagamie Foster Care program. The children will be making teddy bears 
to donate. It is our hope that these bears will be a source of comfort to children that are removed from their homes 
and placed with foster families. We also will be collecting gift cards during the week to help the families with the 
additional expenses.   

 

Kickoff Sunday September 10! 
Sunday School classes will resume September 10. Children will attend the worship 

 service with their parents and then proceed to their classrooms after Children’s Time.  
 Children ages 3 years-5th grade will meet from 9:15 – 10:15.  Schedules and classrooms  

will be posted outside of the chapel, on the children’s ministry bulletin board, and on  
the walls near the water fountains on the 2nd and 3rd floor. Please be sure to check the 
schedule as it may change from time to time.  

 

Sunday School Teachers Needed 
We are now recruiting for teachers for the 2017-18 school season.  This year we will  
again be using Group Publishing’s Hands-on-Bible curriculum. This curriculum has been 
a hit since we began using it three years ago. Our hope is to have teaching teams made 
up of 4 teachers per team. This allows teachers to work together and to help cover in  
emergencies and during illness.  No experience is required, and all materials and  
training are provided. Please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org or 
by calling the church office for more information! 

 

Children’s Ministry Team 
Do you like to work with a fun bunch of people? Do you have a passion for Jesus and  

    children’s ministry? Is planning events and fun things to do your cup of tea?  Then our  
   Children’s Ministry Team is the place for you!  We are a group of parents, grandparents, or 
   people that love children and care about their spiritual needs. We plan and implement all the 
   special events in the children’s ministry, make curriculum decisions, and try to find ways to 
show appreciation to our volunteers.  We would love to have you join our team! Please contact Christine Ladewig at 

cladewig@appfumc.org for more information!  
 

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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ROCK THE BLOCK 

A Habitat for Humanity 

Opportunity 
 

September 11 - 17 residents of the 

Columbus School neighborhood 

will be offered repairs and 

maintenance assistance for their 

homes. Over 30 city blocks are 

included in this area.  This is not a 

new build for Habitat, but a project 

that will need many volunteers to 

be successful.  This might mean 

providing a snack or part of a meal 

for the workers, being a greeter on 

site, construction work, 

painting, yard work, or keeping the 

site cleaned up.  Youth 14 - 17 

may also volunteer with parent 

permission and adult supervision. 

The people served are our church's 

neighbors.  Let's join other Habitat 

volunteers and ROCK THE 

BLOCK. 

Interested in learning more about 

and becoming a part of this 

opportunity?  Contact the church 

office or Shelby Knezel, 734-1001. 
 
 

 
GriefShare is a 13-week video 

seminar series that features some 

of the nation’s foremost Christian 

experts on grief and recovery 

topics.  The video seminars are 

combined with group discussion of 

the materials presented during the 

video, as well as participants 

sharing how they themselves are 

dealing with the death of their 

loved one.  Each week is a 

different topic. People can join at 

any point in the 13-week cycle. 

Summer classes are on 

Wednesdays, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

in the air conditioned Asbury 

Lounge. 

Phyllis Freeman, 

GriefShare Facilitator 

574-2859 /pfreeman1@new.rr.com  

 

 

 

 

LUNCHTIME ORGAN 

RECITALS… their 22nd year  

Summer organ concerts in the Fox 

Valley on Wednesdays at 12:15 

(select other days, also) 

Frank G. Rippl, coordinator 

www.Lunchtimeorganrecital.org  
 

Aug 2 St. Mary’s Catholic 

Church, Menasha 

Aug 9 7:00 p.m. (Lunchtime 

goes to Dinner!), First 

United Methodist 

Church 

Aug 10 St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Neenah 

Aug 16 First English Lutheran 

Church, Appleton 

Aug 17 First United Methodist 

Church, Appleton 

Aug 23 St. Joseph Catholic 

Church, Appleton 

Aug 30 St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Neenah 

 

 
Would you like to join our summer 

walk in choir, and fill that musical 

talent that has been waiting to 

come out!?  We will be gathering 

on Sunday morning, August 20th at 

8:15 in the sanctuary to sing for 

both the 9 and 10:30 services. The 

song chosen is Be Still, My Soul.   

It's such a joy to share music with 

others!  You can email Pastor Liz 

at LWhitford@appfumc.org to let 

her know you will bring your 

smiling face.  See you in Church! 
 

 

 

 

 

Interested in helping the 

Warming Shelter by 

contributing to a silent 

auction basket? 
 

The 6th annual Grateful Plateful 

fund raising event for the Fox 

Valley Warming Shelter will be 

held on October 4.  A silent 

auction is part of the event.  

FUMC wants to have at least one 

or perhaps two silent auction 

baskets available for bidders.  You 

can help fill these baskets by 

donating any amount of cash. 

Simply put in the offering plate 

indicating the donation is for the 

Warming Shelter silent auction.  

Pam Chitek or Cynthia Whitely 

will do the shopping for the 

baskets once the total amount 

collected is known. Themes to be 

determined.  Please donate by 

August 1 so the baskets can be 

created during August.  Gift cards 

also welcomed!  If you are a 

quilter, artist or crafter and want to 

donate an appropriate item, that is 

great!  Item can be brought to the 

church or arranged to be picked 

up.  The Shelter is a 501 C3 non- 

profit and the tax- exempt number 

can be given for donated items. 

Thanks for your support of the 

Shelter that serves homeless men 

and women living in the Valley. 

Questions? Please contact Cynthia, 

731-8035 or Pam, 560-4479. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sanctuary Choir 

rehearsals for the  

Fall 2017 season will 

begin on Wednesday, 

September 6 at 6:30 p.m. 

in the choir room. 

mailto:pfreeman1@new.rr.com
http://www.lunchtimeorganrecital.org/
mailto:LWhitford@appfumc.org
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“This past week, I've spent serving God and the community of Arecibo, Puerto Rico. 

As cliché as it is, the trip was truly life changing and it was an honor to serve there. 

My initial intentions of this trip were to make an impact on the community, although I 

may or may not have accomplished that, the community DEFINITELY made an 

impact on me. The citizens of the community instilled confidence within me, I have 

learned to become more considerate of other cultures, and I have grown in my faith 

and the way I love myself and God. – Claire Slocum 
 

 “This past week I have learned there is SO much beauty in the  

  brokenness around our world. Sometimes, it may be difficult to see

  the beauty in some places or the brokenness in others; but it is always

   there. Detroit, Michigan is considered the worst city in America and

  it is extremely easy to see there is a lot of brokenness in the  

  community. However, if you take a moment to pause and get to know 

the citizens, their way of life and the city as a whole, you will realize it is a beautiful 

community and is most definitely NOT the worst city in America. Take the time to 

see the beauty beyond the brokenness in your life... it's there.”  - Claire Slocum 

 

In June I was an Adult Leader on the High School Mission Trip to Arecibo, Puerto Rico. 

 It was the most amazing experience of my life and life-changing for me!   

I have been with these same kiddos since they were little helping teach in all grades from 

the nursery, through grade school and middle school, into Youth Group and Confirmation  

Classes and most recently Jesus League. I love each and every one of these kids as my own! 

To have a dedicated week with them was truly a blessing to me. It was a dream come true!  

As we found our way to the church in Arecibo, we noticed things were different. The people 

drove without care of safety, speed limits or sidewalks. The church we stayed at was nice  

and clean with visitors in the shape of geckos and frogs. We even experienced moving to the 

side when we were walking as people were on horseback just going down the sidewalk.  

That's something that we don't experience back home! Our workgroups made an impact in these communities! From sorting 

things at an orphanage, to painting at the Salvation Army, to playing with children at the Boys and Girls Club or CIIPAP. It 

was heartwarming to hear of the positive impact. My workgroup went to Teen Challenge. This was a former Mafia compound 

that was turned over to the state. It is now the home for 43 men just out of prison, trying to get their life back on track. We 

played basketball, soccer, frisbee, dominoes, Jenga and sang songs with these men. Our rules were that we were to speak 

Spanish and they were to speak English. For these men, working on their English was very important. I dusted off my Spanish 

and learned a few key phrases and thankfully had our site leader and our boys helped me out when I was stuck! Other than the 

site leader, I was the only woman present. Our boys took really good care of me to make sure I was safe at all times, and took 

good care of “Mom”.   We were lucky enough to host the community cookout at our worksite where all workgroups plus the 

men at our site came together for a meal. Our boys grilled amazing burgers and hot dogs on site and we performed the song 

we had been working on with the men there. Our kids did an awesome job pulling this together! One evening we had an 

opportunity to worship in a tiny little church. Little in size, but huge in impact! There was a lot of high energy singing! I never 

felt the Lord work so intensely than when I was prayed for by the Minister! I felt worthy, honestly worthy for the first time in 

my life! It is hard to explain because it was so overwhelming - it was life changing!  

I would like to thank Brian Stahl and the First United Methodist Church for this opportunity to serve in Arecibo, Puerto Rico! 

It was the most amazing trip of my life and I feel truly blessed! – Louise Manthei 
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Austin Scott 
 

Austin Scott was raised in 

 Burlington, Wisconsin and has a 

 younger sister.  He graduated 

 from Burlington High School and

 graduated from UW- Platteville 

 with a Bachelor’s Degree in  

Mechanical Engineering with a  Masters in Engineering 

Design.  He works at Oshkosh Airport Products, a division 

of Oshkosh Corporation/Pierce Plant in Appleton. 

 

His family owns property near Chitek, Wisconsin and he 

likes to hunt deer and ruffed grouse.  He also likes to fish.  

His passion is his 1948 Ford pickup truck.  He most 

recently attended the Iola Car Show and is looking 

forward to the Pierce Park Car Show. 

 

He is a member of the Church Council and last year was 

involved in the Habitat for Humanity build. 

 

When you see Austin in church, say “Hi”! 

 

       

    Julie Hidde 
 

Julie Hidde was born and raised 

  in Pontiac, Michigan.  She 

 worked for an attorney and an 

 insurance agency while a senior 

 in high school.  After graduation,

 she worked at Pontiac Motor 

 Division in between having four 

 children.  The family moved to 

Appleton in 1963 because Jack got a teaching position for 

the Appleton School District in elementary education.  

The twins, Steve and Kelly, were born after moving to 

Appleton.  She joined the church in 1964. 

 

She worked for Manpower until getting a full-time job as 

an executive secretary at the Menasha Corporation in 

1984, retiring in 1996.  All her children went through 

confirmation at First United Methodist Church.  Two of 

her children live in the Valley and daughter Shawn is a 

member here.  Julie has 10 grandchildren, three great-

grandchildren, and a great-grandchild on the way! 

 

Julie has been involved with the Volunteers in Mission 

(VIM), her first trip in1984 was to Mexico with Rev. 

King.  She has gone on approximately 15 mission trips 

over the years. 

 

She has volunteered in the church office, counts money 

on Monday mornings, and is co-treasurer of the church.  

She has been on the Board of Trustees several times as 

well as various committees.  Julie is a Planning 

Commissioner for the Town of Grand Chute since she 

retired.  As an aside, she is a wonderful minute taker and 

writes great poems!  She enjoys the noon hour book study 

group on Wednesdays and has participated in Strong 

Bones. 

 

She enjoys watching the Brewers and the Packers (once 

being a season ticket holder).  Thanks for your service! 
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               325 E Franklin St     

              Appleton, WI  54911             

 

        RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

           

 

XX 

 

 

 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ministers:        All members and friends 

 

Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson  Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &  

Bass Clef:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  

Wesley Handbells: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    

SonshineSingers:  

 Gabriella Makuc gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu 

Genesis Choir: 
 Kyle Schleife kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  

Custodians:   
  Francois Russell   Francois@appfumc.org  

  Tom Martens 

 

 
 

Please save the date: 

On the last weekend in August, August 27th 2017, 

we will, once again, have a  

combined 10:00 a.m. service in the park, 

just like last year. Please join us for lunch 

immediately following the service in the park. The 

Saturday service will take place as usual at 5:30 p.m. 
 

 

Come worship with us! 

 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461       www.appfumc.org 

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton 

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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