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July Memory Verse: 
 
 

 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
~ Psalm 104:33   

 
 

 

 

Help us Build a House                          

with Habitat for Humanity 

 

Please help us build the new home for 

Cha Vang and her family as part of 

our church’s Capital Campaign 

mission project. Find a volunteer from 

our church’s Habitat Task Force after 

the 5:30 p.m. service or during coffee 

hour after the 9:00 a.m. service to find 

out what help is needed. Or go to our 

church web page and click the link to 

sign up directly. Sign up will be 

possible throughout the summer until 

all volunteer slots are filled but you 

have to register at least 2 weeks prior 

to the date you want to help. Some 

volunteer dates are already completely 

filled – how wonderful! 

 
 

Groundbreaking at our Habitat site has started – 

It’s happening!!! 
 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+104%3A33&version=ESV
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July 2018 Preaching Plan 
Sermon series following lectionary passages through 1 & 2 Samuel 

 

June 30/July1  

 Communion, (Liz preaching, Markus gone) 

 Text: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 - (God calls Samuel) 
 

July 7/8 

 Text: 1 Samuel 8:4-20 (11:14f) – (Israel demands a king) 
 

July 14/15 

 Text: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 – (God rejects Saul) 
 

Wednesday, July 18th 6:15 p.m. 

 Communion Family Service in the courtyard (Liz preaching) 

 Text: 1 Samuel 17 – (David and Goliath) 
 
 

July 21/22  

 Walk-in choir (Liz preaching) 

 Text: 2 Samuel 1, 17-27  

 (David’s lament over Saul and Jonathan’s death) 
 
 

July 28/29 VBS  

 “Shipwreck” celebration at 9am service 

 Text: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10  

 (David becomes king and conquers Jerusalem) 
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Pastor’s Ponderings July 2018 
 

What’s in a Story? 

 
As you will see in the Pulpit Preview and Preaching Plan below, we will be spending 

some time with old stories in July and August. You know that I like to put my own 

sermon series together instead of following a prescribed lectionary of scriptural passages. 

But for the summer months I’m following – for the most part – the selection of stories 

that cover the history of Israel when it became a monarchy.  

Yes, I know, this may not sound like something that is very timely nor relevant to the 

lives of 21st century people. No, it is not “catchy” to tell your friends: “We are following 

the story of Samuel, Saul and David in church right now!” But I have to tell you: since I 

have started to prepare these messages, spending time reading commentaries and 

historical/theological assessments and interpretations of these stories, I have come to 

realize that there is a unique power in following this aspect of history. For example, do 

you see links to our day and age when you contemplate the desire of Israel “to be like all 

the other nations and have their own king” (1 Samuel 8)? Throughout time peoples, 

nations, and societies have tried to figure out the best form of government and even 

today, when we celebrate the accomplishments of democracy, we are still far from 

claiming that we’ve found the perfect form of government. The books of Samuel show us 

how God’s Spirit is well capable of working in and through the systems we people put in 

place, even when some of those systems are far from what God desires for us. It is my 

hope that we experience how this becomes true in our own lives: We can’t claim that we 

are always completely in step with God’s will and Spirit and yet God is capable to shine 

through our (wrong or misinformed) decisions. Grace is shining through and it always 

shines best when it is responsible grace; grace that we respond to. I invite you to do it! 
 

Truly yours,  

                                                    
Pastor Markus 

 

 

 

What would you think about going on a journey that 

takes you over 3000 years back in time? This 

summer, we at First Church will explore the old and 

famous story of the books of Samuel in the Old 

Testament. They tell the story about Israel moving 

from a theocratic tribal society to a traditional 

monarchy. We encounter heroes like Samuel, David 

and Nathan, and we encounter antagonists like Saul, 

Goliath and the Philippines. It will take us all 

summer including our two mid-week courtyard 

services; a total of 11 stories plus a conclusion on 

Labor Day weekend. Are you up for it?! 
 

 

 

  



3 | P a g e  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

  

This month celebrates one year that I have been 

with you, and let me say, it has been an absolute 

blast!  We have done some wonderful ministry 

together, and I truly feel blessed. 

 

Jesus calls us to not sit still but calls us in the 

Great Commission to,  

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded you. And remember, I 

am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

(Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

God has been working in this church, and I want 

to celebrate what I have seen with you!  Have 

you seen the great testimony of God through all 

the baptisms we had this year?!  Have you seen 

the great testimony of God in our new members 

through our Oceans Class and Confirmation?!  

Have you seen the great testimony of God in 

being God’s hands and feet in the Habitat house 

build?!  These are all great testimonies to God’s 

love.  Well done, good and faithful servants. 

 

We’re not done though.  We can always 

continue our learning, continue our testimony, 

and continue being God’s hands and feet.   

 

Let’s see what we can do with another year of 

ministry!!!  

 

With God’s love, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Liz 

 

Church Records 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptisms: 

 6-10-2018 

  Griffin William Thiel, son of Joseph and Melissa Thiel 

 

Weddings: 

 6-2-18 

  Samantha Buxton and Matthew Chybowski  

 

Deaths: 

   6-5-18 

  Noel Ford 

   6-6-2018 

  Robert Latzko 
   

 

Tithe in July 

 

Dear Members and Friends, 

 

We are going into a wonderfully busy summer here at First Church:  

- Our capital campaign projects are at a peak this summer. 

- We build a house with Habitat for Humanity as part of our 

capital campaign. 

- We have three summer mid-week services in our courtyard. 

- And then there is a Vacation Bible School and three youth 

mission trips.  

How good it is to be in ministry together! 

Your participation in our Tithe in July is so helpful for us to keep 

fiscally aloft during the financially tight summer months. In the past 

some of us have used the Tithe in July to make it a goal giving 1/10th            

of our income to the ministries of First Church. Others choose to step         

up their giving for the month of July a bit. Still others of us are making           

a special one-time extra donation. Whatever your decision will be this 

year, we invite you wholeheartedly to use it as an act of your 

stewardship. 

Please prayerfully consider your participation as an act of faith and 

gratitude.  

                                                                          Your Finance Committee 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 

 
 

Once again it has been very busy in and around the church facility.  The Board of Trustees voted at the meeting of June 6th to 

award the HVAC (air-conditioning), contract to Baumgart Mechanical.  The bid from Baumgart Mechanical was the most 

competitive in cost among the three vendors that bid the project and made presentations to the Board of Trustees.  It is 

believed that the Fellowship Hall, second floor School Wing Classrooms and Welcome Area will be air-conditioned in time 

for Vacation Bible School.  Preliminary installation work has already begun with the needed roof penetrations to be done 

along with needed roof installation requirements. Installation of the air-conditioning units will take place right after the 

needed concrete cutting through the roofs has been completed. After the second floor classrooms, Fellowship Hall and 

Welcome Area are completed work will continue to the third floor classrooms.  A mechanical room will be constructed in the 

lower level of the 1924 building to house an air exchange unit as part of the air-conditioning of the Sanctuary.  While the air-

conditioning units are being installed work will begin on upgrading the main power panel and related wiring requirements for 

the air-conditioning units.  New controls for the air-conditioning along with replacement of the existing pneumatic heat 

controls will also be installed and operational by this heating season.  The controls are being engineered and supplied by 

Energy Control & Design.  They are partnering with Baumgart Mechanical for the project. This is a very exciting moment in 

the life of First United Methodist Church.  Many months of planning, presentations and meetings amongst the Board of 

Trustees have brought us this point.  The air-conditioning and heating and air-conditioning controls is the biggest project on 

the Capital Campaign Project List. 

Thank you and God Bless you for your financial support as we continue with our Capital Campaign Projects. 

Board of Trustees 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Endowment Committee would like to thank you for 
your participation in the recent surveys.  
You indicated an interest in more information as follows: 
 
Personal Finance    26% 
Retirement Planning    29% 
Will and Estate Planning   45% 
Advanced Estate Planning   33% 
UMC Endowment Information  52% 
Personal Philanthropy Information  18% 
 
As a result of your responses, we will be offering a series of 
seminars and informational gatherings this September and 
October. 
Additional information regarding these meetings and other 
Endowment presentations will follow in the coming months.  

Thank You… 
 

The Volunteers in Mission Team would like to 
thank everyone involved with this year’s Plant 
Sale. We could not do it without all of you! 
With your generous donations of plants, time, 
and money, we were able to raise an amazing 
$2,830 towards our fall mission trip to Pine 
Lake Methodist Camp here in Wisconsin. 
                        VIM Team 
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       50 reasons to celebrate The United Methodist Church 

 
As the United Methodist Church is celebrating its 50th anniversary we will publish 10 reasons to celebrate the 

church each month from June – October 2018. Last month we start with the category of “people.” Visit 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/50-reasons-to-celebrate-the-united-methodist-church to see the complete list, 

or hold on to your First Church Connections that will feature them in print. 
 

Reason 11-20: Our places 
 

11. The Philippines, where United Methodists care deeply about climate change and planted more than 3,000 trees on 

Mindanao. 

  

12. Washington, DC, where we have the only non-governmental bldg. on Capitol Hill and it has a green roof! 

  

13. Honduras, where the only United Methodist church in Latin Americais found. 

  

14. Kansas, where a United Methodist Church houses the world’s largest stained glass window. 

  

15. Congo, where ministries like the Goma Orphanage offer job skills and education to those struggling after wars.: 

  

16. China, where United Methodists continue to support Chinese Christians and promote ecumenical dialogue. 

  

17. Côte d’Ivoire, where The Voice of Hope radio station transmits to more than 1 million people in 18 languages daily. 

  

18. Alaska, where United Methodists preserve Native culture and share God’s message no matter the weather. 

  

19. New Jersey, where “God’s Square Mile” can be found on the beach at Ocean Grove. 

  

20. Sierra Leone, where the United Methodist University of Sierra Leone opened in Freetown in 2017. 

       
 

           

The green roof at the United 

Methodist building in D.C.  

overlooks the U.S. Capitol. 

 

Image courtesy of Tricia Brumbauer, 

Board of Church and Society. 

 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/50-reasons-to-celebrate-the-united-methodist-church
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/filipinos-plant-3044-trees-to-aid-mother-earth
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/filipinos-plant-3044-trees-to-aid-mother-earth
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/united-methodist-beacon-on-capitol-hill
http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/green-roof-reflects-united-methodist-care-for-earth
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/special-report-honduras-and-guatemala-2017-b
http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/stained-glass-brings-bible-to-life
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-in-congo-puts-orphans-on-path-to-success
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodisms-chinese-connections
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/faith-helps-power-cote-divoire-radio-station
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/first-alaska-native-pastor
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/historic-methodist-camp-is-gods-square-mile
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-university-in-sierra-leone-opens1
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Highlighting Summer Groups 
 

For the next few months, we will be highlighting our Summer Groups.  Please know that it is still not too late to sign up 

for our fantastic groups this summer!  You can sign up by calling the church office (920-734-2677) or by emailing the 

office at office@appfumc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

        Our Kayaking Summer Group met on Sunday, June 

        10th and kayaked part of the Wolf River by  

        Shiocton.  They basked in God’s creation!  Check 

        out a picture of the group!  It’s still not too late to 

        sign up for July’s adventure!  (picture included) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out next month when we highlight our Board Games and Biking Summer Groups. 

 

Youth Mission Trips 
 

 Since 2011, First Church has sent 131 different Youth and 40 

 different Adult Leaders on 19 YouthWorks   

 Mission trips to 15 different communities.                            

High School Youth and Adult Leaders recently returned from a                             

week of service in Toronto, Canada.  First Church’s first Young                           

Adult Mission trip will serve the people of Houston June 30-                                   

July 7.  The Middle School Mission Trip will serve the people                                    

of the Quad Cities July 8-13. Please pray for those serving. 

 

 

Cooking with Carol began June 13th with a 

wonderful class on quick breads.  The class  

is based on the interests of the group, and 

will cover a different category of cooking.  

Recipes included!   

                                             

Houston: Michael Anderson, Elizabeth Bloedow, Elizabeth Herge, Haley Lamprich, Jake 
McCormick, Ally Price, Abree Russell, Brian Stahl, Grant Slocum, and Morgan Torzala.  
 

Quad Cities: Kris Alberts, Lily Alberts, Emanuel Concepción, Evan Elrod, Tina Fafnis,  

Ella Freeman, Hayden Kihl, Emma Lading, Vienna Melzl, Isaac Moreis, Josh Reiter, Addie  

Ritchie, Maddie Roerdink, Grant Schmidt, Ryleigh Seghers, Leah Schwarz, Raegen Schwarz,  

Anna Slocum, Brian Stahl, BJ Steffen, Amy Tegge, and Lian Ulrey.  

 

Men’s Bible Study and Women’s Bible Study 

 

Both our Women’s and Men’s Bible Studies have started,  

each group studying something different.  The women are  

focusing on devotionals and sharing their stories through  

their faith.  The men are focusing on heaven.  The men  

will be stopping in July with the women continuing  

through the summer.    

 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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July Mission of the Month is Salvation Army. 

 

Did you know that government donations and most food pantry collections do 

not include paper supplies?  Think what it would be like to not be able to 

reach for a piece of paper toweling for those unexpected cleanup projects or 

to not have toilet paper.  The July Mission of the Month is collecting paper 

products of all kinds for the Salvation Army Food Pantry.  Urgently needed 

items include toilet paper, paper toweling, tissues, feminine hygiene items, 

and diapers of all sizes.   

 

The next time you are shopping why not pick up an extra paper product and 

place it in the wooden box labeled Salvation Army.  The box is located next 

to the Wesley Room by the covered entrance off of the parking lot.   

 

Your help is appreciated and the need is great! 

 

 

 

The VIM Annual 

Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale 

Art in the Park 

Sunday, July 29, 2018 
 

The VIM (Volunteers in Mission) 

Team are holding the annual Jewelry, 

Scarf and Purse Sale during Art in the 

Park on Sunday, July 29th. This is a 

good time to set aside and donate any 

gently used jewelry, scarves and 

purses as you do your spring 

cleaning. We are still collecting these 

donated items, in the marked 

containers, by the church office. If 

you have any questions and/or would 

like to help with this sale, contact  

Anne Bremer 920-915-6406 or  

Molly Endter 920-851-5968. 

 

Stop by the sale to pick up some 

great new-to-you accessories 

while supporting the VIM team!  
 

  Hours:  Sat. 7/28 5 - 7 PM 

    Sun. 7/29 7 AM - 3 PM 

 

 
 

7TH Annual Charity 

Golf Outing 
 

The annual Senegal golf event with our circuit churches has been scheduled for 

Wednesday, August 15th at Bridgewood Golf Course in Neenah. Cost for golf 

and cart will again be $50 per golfer or $25 per mini golfer. Sponsorships are  

always needed to support the Senegal Ministry! More information to follow and 

sign-up sheets will be available soon. Golfers, put this date on your calendar! If 

you have any questions contact Dave Farina at 608-434-1502.  

 

 
Our 9:00 worship service each week 

is uploaded to the church website 

(appfumc.org).  If you happened to 

be gone on a Sunday, or if you 

particularly enjoyed a sermon and 

want to hear it again, you can.  It is 

just a click away.  Go to the church 

website and click on         symbol, 

which will take you to Vimeo where 

our services are archived.   

 

 Wednesday, July 18th, will be our next                  
summer evening worship. Join us for food               

and fellowship at 5:15 in fellowship hall, followed 
by family worship with communion at 6:15. 

                                             in the courtyard at 
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Walk in Choir:   Would you like to join our summer walk in choir, 

and use that musical talent that has been waiting to come out?!   

We will have opportunities on July 22nd and August 19th.  

It's such a joy to share music with others!   

You can call Betsy Benoit at (920) 574-3482 or email at 

benoitphillip@aol.com to let us know you  

will bring your smiling face.  

See you in Church! 

___________________________________________ 

 

 

Join us as we sing your favorite hymns! 

 

 

Come out on Wednesday nights to Memorial Park                      

in Appleton, field #4, and cheer on our Softball team! 

 
 

      July 11th 9:00 p.m.       FUMC vs. Our Shepherd 

  

      June 18th 8:00 p.m.       FUMC vs. Riverview/Core 

 

      June 25th 7:00 p.m.       FUMC vs. Followers of God 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

July Schedule 
 

Wed. 7/4     All Saints Episcopal Church, Appleton 
          Frank Ripple, Möller Organ, 2m.  
          4th of July sing-along 
Wed. 7/11   First Congregational Church, Appleton 
          Andrew Birling, Möller Organ, 3m. 
Wed. 7/18   Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Appleton 
          Ryan Mueller, Dobson Organ, 2m. 
Wed. 7/25   Zion Lutheran Church, Appleton 
          Matthew Walsh, Russell Organ, 4m. 

THE 2018 LUNCHTIME 

ORGAN RECITAL 

SERIES 
 

Frank G. Rippl, 

coordinator  

lunchtimeorganrecital.org 
 

All recitals start at  

12:15 p.m. unless 

otherwise stated. 

 

Sunday June 19th, François Russell 

received his license to be become                        

a Licensed Local Pastor at the                            

49th Wisconsin Annual Conference                        

in Middleton. 
 

        Congratulations François! 

mailto:benoitphillip@aol.com
http://lunchtimeorganrecital.org/
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Pilgrimage in the Holy Land 

 

 
 

We showed a picture of the Sea of Galilee looking at where Jesus would have taught and walked to get from Nazareth to 

the sea.  This month we are showing you a picture of the Garden of Gethsemane.  Here you can see some of the trees that 

would have surrounded Jesus as he asked God to “take this cup” from him so that he would not suffer in death.  (Photo 

Credit: Rev. Brenda Whitford) 

 

Again I wanted to remind you that these scholars, our guides, for this trip have been to the Holy Land more times than we 

can count, and are always very aware of what is happening politically.  If they deem it unsafe at the time of our trip, they 

will cancel.  This has not happened yet, and they have been going for many years.   

 

The trip is planned for March 12-21(25), 2019 as of right now.  Yes, that is less than a year away, BUT doesn’t that make 

it all the more exciting! 

 

As for the cost the trip normally costs between  $4,013-$7,100 roughly.   

 

                Breakdown: 

                                10-day Trip:                                                        $3,519 

                                  (Includes: airfare from Chicago, lodging (double occupancy), breakfast and dinner, ground  

transportation and entrance fees for the sites, tours)                                 

   4-day Addition*:                                                 $1,389 

                                Single Occupancy*:                                           $622 (10-day)    $388 (4-day addition) 

                                Travel Insurance:                                               $194-527 (based on Trip cost and age) 

                                Passport (if you don’t have one)                      $135 

                                Miscellaneous Expenses there                           $500 

                                   (Includes: lunches, snacks, tips for the bus driver, etc.)                                                   *Optional 

 

    Disclaimer: My mom has gone on with this group twice and has also set aside about $300 for souvenirs, and she  

is not a huge souvenir person. 

 

I have already begun planning fundraisers, so do not let the cost scare you away from this amazing trip to step where Jesus 

would have stepped more than a thousand years ago. 

 

If you are interested in going or have questions, please contact Pastor Liz at lwhitford@appfumc.org or 920-734-2677. 

 

Watch for another new picture next month! 

 
Join Pastor Liz and The Society of Biblical 

Studies on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

 

Last Month, we published in the newsletter more 

information about our exciting trip to the Holy 

Land in 2019!  This pilgrimage would be a 10-day 

journey through Jericho, Samaria, Galilee, 

Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and the Dead Sea (to name 

a few well-known names), along with a second 

option to extend the pilgrimage an extra 4 days!  

These extra days would focus on Jordan and 

Petra. 

 

mailto:lwhitford@appfumc.org
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 News 
 

We are so excited about all the new improvements that are being made! Our classrooms are 
receiving new windows and air conditioning! While we are in transition our nursery and 
Sunday school classrooms will relocate to the third floor.  The nursery will be in room 308 – 
the Genesis Choir Room, and Sunday school will relocate to room 301- The Adult Sanctuary 
Choir room.   

  
C.I.A. is looking for adults and youth for upcoming shows!  
No experience is necessary! Please contact Norman Ladewig 
at norman.ladewig@gmail.com or Christine Ladewig at 
cladewig@appfumc.org for more information.  Check out 
our Kidz Facebook page FUMCKidzKonnection to see  

C.I.A. in action! 
 

 
 

Take-Out Church 
If you haven’t picked up your summer activity box yet then we have you covered!  Boxes are 
available at the Welcome Center and in the Summer Sunday School classroom.   This box is 
jam packed with activities to help your children remember Jesus is always with them - even 
when they can’t be in church!   Don’t forget to post your pics with Flat Jesus to our Facebook 
page FUMCKidzKonnection hashtag #FUMCKidzFlatJesus.  We want to know how you are 
spending your summer with Jesus! 
 
  

VBS Shipwreck! 
July 23- 27 9:00 a.m. – noon 
 
Visit our website at www.appfumc.org and click the link to register 
or to volunteer!  Register early for a  free t-shirt, music cd, and tote 
bag. Supplies are limited so hurry.  

 
 

There are also new age restrictions for some of the volunteer positions.  
Sign up early to make sure you get the spot you want and a t-shirt that fits! 

mailto:norman.ladewig@gmail.com
mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
http://www.appfumc.org/
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We would like to introduce you to Jay “Ralph” and Doris “Ilene” 

Chamberlain!  One very busy couple. 

Ralph was born and raised in Wausau, and Ilene was born in Schofield; 

both graduated from Wausau High School, and they were in the same home 

room together.  Ralph joined the Navy from 1944-46 as electrician’s mate.  

They married on January 25, 1947.  In 1955, they moved to Appleton and 

Ralph worked at Badger Bay Coin Machines (juke boxes, etc) and then at 

Zwicker’s Knitting Mill, first as supervisor then research and development.  

He retired from there after 33 years,  

When living in Wausau, Ilene worked for Winkleman’s Department Store.  

When Larry went to college, she started working at Gloudemans, and 

retired from Marshall Field's/Gimbels. 

They have four children, Sandy lives in Appleton; Larry lives in St. 

Germaine; Jan lives in Appleton; and Jon lives in Lake Geneva.  There are 

four grandchildren, five great-grandchildren and 3 step-great grandchildren. 

Besides working and raising the children, they were/are very busy with 

many activities.  Ralph is a Shriner as well as Mason (32nd Degree Mason 

Scottish Rite).  He also was a Boy Scout leader.  They joined First Church 

in 1955.  The Beckman family lived a couple of doors down and invited 

them to church.  They have been friends of the Beckman’s ever since and 

think of First Church as family.  Ralph was very involved in First Church, 

i.e., usher, Men’s Club, and has served on almost every committee in the 

church.  In retirement, he drove children to the Shriner’s Hospital in 

Chicago. 

Ilene was honored queen in Job’s Daughters, is a member of Eastern Star, 

and former Girl Scout leader.  First Church involvement included UMW, 

Phoebe Circle and several other circles, Mother’s Club, pre-school Sunday 

School superintendent, nursery, Traveling Tea, and they were members of 

Kum Dbls.  She also likes to cook, bake, knit and crochet.  Many have been 

recipients of her scrubbies! 

They enjoyed camping having traveled to all the lower 48 states.  They also 

went on many trips with the Shriner’s and Nationwide Bus trips.  They also 

like the Timber Rattlers! 

Their neighbor, Jan Bates, told me they took her under their wing after her 

husband died 12 years ago, and she will be very sad when they move to 

Primrose Lane on Meade Street in the fall after living at Ridgeview 

Highlands for 20 years.  All at Ridgeview Highlands will miss them as 

well! 

 

 
We would like to introduce you to another busy 

person, Nancy Hermanson!  She was born and 

raised in Lebanon, IL and graduated from 

Northwestern University majoring in Material 

Science & Engineering. She has three brothers and 

one sister.  Her sister Jennie is her best friend and 

traveling companion. 

After college graduation, she moved to Phoenix 

and worked in the semi-conductor industry.  She 

left Phoenix to work for Dow Chemical in 

Midland, MI.  She lived in Michigan for 21 years 

holding jobs in technical support and development, 

and intellectual asset management.  She moved to 

Appleton in 2006 for a job at Kimberly-Clark.  She 

has led the knowledge and intellectual asset 

management team for the last several years and 

recently moved to out-licensing K-C technology as 

the Sr. Licensing Manager. 

Her hobbies include traveling, reading, spending 

time with family and friends, gardening (has gotten 

a lot of plants from the VIM plant sales), attending 

Lifest and listing to Christian music.  

She joined First Church when she heard Rev Doyle 

Blanton preach and she knew it was time to return 

to a United Methodist Church. Her involvement at 

First Church has been various Bible studies, Grace 

choir, SPRC, liturgist, Fox Valley Walk to 

Emmaus, weekly accountability group, leading the 

development of the Prayer Ministry (which has the 

objective of getting at least one member of the 

congregation praying for the church every day), 

and A-1 Diners (fun group, great food, friends and 

lots of laughter). 

She is a “Grantie” (great aunt) to two great 

nephews and one great niece.  This spring she and 

her sister traveled to NC to visit her nephew and 

spend time with the two great nephews.  In May 

while visiting her parents she got to meet her two-

month old great-niece.  She appreciates Facebook 

as she gets regular updates about them. 

In January, she will be going on a mission trip to 

Senegal with Bill and Gwen Gibson.  I told you she 

was busy! 

 

Nancy 

Hermanson 
 

Ralph & Ilene 

Chamberlain 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson  Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &  

Bass Clef:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Wesley Handbells: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Sonshine Singers:  

 Katie Nelson katharyn.e.nelson@lawrence.edu 
 

Genesis Choir: 
 Kyle Schleife kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu 
   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Francois Russell   Francois@appfumc.org  

  Tom Martens 

 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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Book Sale! 
 

The First Church library will have a used book sale on 

September 8th and 9th. We are collecting donated books, 

records, DVDs, CDs, VHS tapes, games and puzzles. No 

magazines, please; unless they are quilting, crafting, or 

cooking. We will begin collection on Wednesday, August 1st 

in the gym. There will be carts in the hall for taking books 

downstairs. 

 

VIM Fall Mission Trip 2018 
 

The Volunteers in Mission trip this fall will be to Pine Lake                                                                                                      

Methodist Camp in Westfield, WI to do fall clean-up.  

The dates are September 16-21.  

If interested in joining, contact Donna Frick:  

(H) 920-730-8584 or (C) 920-470-8584. 
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