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for your prayers, for your commitments,
and for your generosity!
As of June 26th we have received

221 pledges for $1,525, 025
for our Capital Campaign
We are so excited to share with you the generous response to our Capital Campaign. It
is wonderful to see how the number of pledges is still increasing and how even small
contributions add up to a large number. We will continue to display the tree-progress
chart in the church building and on the web page.
It is important to point out with joy that since we have reached the $ 1.5 Million mark
we have succeeded in our goal to raise $75,000 (5%) to build a house in our community
with Habitat for Humanity.
Thank you God, thank you people of First Church for your generosity.

10:30 a.m. Sunday Service
July 20th
Email articles to
office@appfumc.org

This year we will again continue to offer our second Sunday service throughout the
summer. We feel strongly that it is the best for our church and our community to
continue to offer this service. Join us for this worship if you feel like coming to church
a little later or if you enjoy the air conditioned breeze in our chapel. Most importantly,
however: On many Sundays we have a new visitor coming to this service and your
presence there makes a difference.

July Memory Verse:
Jesus said to his disciples: “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”
Matthew 10:40
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Are you a hospitable person?
How hospitable a person are you? Does it come easy to you to invite a friend or a
new family from church over for a meal – or are you the kind of person who is
happy when you can let the garage door down behind you and wall yourself into
your home? Hospitality is a trade highly favored and demanded by many world
religions and cultures. Jesus too had a word or two to say about it. Jesus said to his
disciples:

Pastor Ponderings

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me.” – Matthew 10:40
Immediately you notice that a different sort of hospitality is understood here by
Jesus. He tells his friends who are ready to become the first missionaries of
Christianity that them being welcomed is a spiritual act that welcomes the one who
sent them in the first place.
I believe it is fair to say that we all have our ways to deal with hospitality in general.
Some of us are blessed to have the gift of being a naturally welcoming person, ready
to lay aside whatever you’ve been working on so you can be fully present to the
guest who shows up. Not all of us are wired that way. For you it may be a success if
you can just stay away from being rude to a stranger.
I’m not sure if it is possible to learn how to become a naturally welcoming person,
but I am positive in believing that Jesus asks for all of us to welcome someone who
comes to us in the name of Jesus. That can be your next door neighbor, the mom
that is waiting with you to pick up her child at the day care center, your new pastor
of discipleship or the young men from the Church of Latter Day Saints that ring
your doorbell.
This months, why don’t you ask God to help you pay attention to the messengers
that he sends your way. I wonder how happy you will feel when you experience that
you welcome someone who talks or acts Jesus-like.
Truly yours,

Pastor Markus
July 1/2 – Communion
Text: Matthew 10:40-42
Theme: The art of welcoming a person
July 8/9 – Introduction of Pastor Liz (all three services)
Text: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Theme: Knowing God

July 2017 Pulpit
Preview
This year we will again have
our traditional “July Hymn
Sing.” The sermons will be
about Lectionary Texts from
the Gospel of Matthew.

July 15/16 – Pastor Liz will preach for the first time
Text: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Theme: Growth through Parable
July 22/23 – Pastor Carrie will be preaching
Text: Matthew 15:32-39
Theme: Feeding of the four thousand, Compassion
\
July 29/30 – The 9:00 am service will be a Family Service
celebrating the conclusion of Vacation Bible School
Text: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Theme: The Kingdom of God
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Hello once
again First
Church! I
am getting
more and
more
excited to
be with you
soon. I close on my house in
Appleton on June 30th, will be
moving to Appleton on July 3rd,
and am eager to have you over for
fellowship. I have plenty of room
for cook-outs, board games, small
groups, among other things!
I look forward to seeing and
continuing to support all of the
different ways that First Church is
already showing discipleship!
Discipleship, which is never
complete, is something that is so
important inside and outside of the
church. I hope through our time
together to be able to not only get
to know each and every one of you
through our Sunday (or Saturday)
worship times together, but also
through cook-outs, board games,
small groups, Bible Studies, music
ministries, and more. When it
comes to learning about God and
being in fellowship (or Koinonia,
which is the Ancient Greek word
in our Bibles), it is found in all
shapes and sizes. The possibilities
are endless, really!
I look forward to being able to
continue the ministry of First
church with you!

Back by Popular Demand
Annual
Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale
Art in the Park
Sunday, July 30
The VIM (Volunteers in Mission)
Team will again hold their annual
Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale
during Art in the Park on Sunday,
July 30st. The proceeds from this
sale will help to fund our VIM trip
to Detroit, MI this September. This
is a good time to set aside and
donate any gently used jewelry,
scarves and purses as you do your
spring cleaning. We have marked
containers by the church office for
you to drop off items. Items will be
displayed in the Asbury Lounge
Saturday, July 29th before and after
the 5:30 p.m. church service and in
front of the church all day Sunday,
July 30th. If you have any
questions and/or would like to help
with this sale, contact Donna Frick
(H: 730-8584 or C: 470-8584)) or
Anne Bremer (C: 915-6406).

On the third weekend in May we
were invited to write a personal
prayer for First Church during
worship. We received many prayer
cards and later displayed them
creatively in the Fellowship hall as
your prayers formed the leaves of a
prayer tree. Here are a few
highlights of your prayers,
representing almost one hundred
prayers for First Church:
“My Prayer for First Church is…
- …that we get more than
what we ask for (in all
things)!”
- …to make a play ground
in here so we can play
with my friends.”
- …to continue to reach out
to the neighborhoods and
the whole area. We need to
show our caring in many
ways, especially for the
underprivileged.”
What is your prayer for First
Church? Thank you for praying for
our church. 
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CONCERT

Volunteer Opportunity

Our thanks and appreciation go to
Jestin Pieper and Elisabeth Shoup
for the wonderful concert
presented in the Sanctuary here at
First Church on Sunday afternoon,
June 4. A free-will offering of
$477 was received to benefit the
capital campaign.

Church Records
Deaths
6-4-17
Thomas Hughes

Baptisms
5-27-17
Adelyn Marie and
Brinley Aletta,
daughters of
Shane and Kelly Backhaus

Wedding:
6-3-17
Kristina Houlton and
Robert Kroll II

Are you looking for ways to help
our community? Are you willing
to help prepare and serve a meal or
provide dessert at Homeless
Connections? For years, our
church has been doing this at
Homeless Connections and we
need your help! On months when
there is a fifth Thursday (about 4
per year), a small group of
volunteers from First Church meet
at 4 p.m. at Homeless Connections
to prepare and serve the evening
meal and are usually finished by
7 p.m. You need not be a gourmet
chef to help, just be over 13 years
old, have a smiling face and
willingness to pitch in. If you
prefer to work “behind the scenes,”
you can help too! We need
volunteers who will donate two
dozen cookies/bars on the days we
serve the meals. We ask that the
desserts be dropped off at
Homeless Connections prior to
4 p.m. If you would like to get
involved in this rewarding
community outreach experience or
are a current volunteer and would
like to remain on the list, please
provide your contact information
and whether you are willing to
serve, provide dessert, or both to
the church office or contact Kaye
Breister with questions. Thanks in
advance for your support!
kayebreister@att.net or 915-7128.

Please save the date:
On the last weekend in August,
August 27th 2017,
we will, once again, have a
combined 10:00 a.m. service
in the park,
just like last year. Please join us
for lunch immediately following
the service in the park. The
Saturday service will take place as
usual at 5:30 p.m.

6TH Annual Charity
Golf Outing

The annual Senegal Golf event
with our circuit churches has been
scheduled for Wednesday, August
16th. Cost for golf and Cart will
again be $50 per golfer or $25 per
mini golfer. Sponsorships are
always needed to support the
Senegal Ministry! More
information to follow and sign-up
sheets will be available soon.
Golfers, put this date on your
calendar!
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Mission of the Month

Hunger takes no vacation and the need for food continues throughout the summer.
July’s Mission of the Month is the Salvation Army.
Special needs include canned vegetables, cereal, canned tuna, and boxed meals such as Hamburger and Tuna Helper or
Macaroni and Cheese. A need also exists for all kinds of paper products including paper towels, toilet paper, facial
tissues, diapers of all sizes, and feminine care products. All items can be placed in the labeled wooden bin located in
the hallway just off the covered west entranceway. If you prefer to donate money or gift cards for groceries (a great
way to use SCRIP and help church AND the Salvation Army), please place your gift in an envelope marked for July
Mission of the Month and turn it into the church office.
Thank you for helping the Salvation Army reach out to those in need.

WNL would like to thank everyone who attended for
another great season! This wrapped up our 25th year. We
tried some new recipes that seemed well received, as well
as enjoying some continued favorites. (Yeah for ham
loaf!!). When all was totaled, we produced over 4,492
meals! We wish everyone a great summer, and as the
song goes...we'll see you in September!
~The WNL Crew

For conversation on relevant, current topics from a
faith perspective in a relaxed, non-church
environment, check out Theology on Tap. Come,
join new and old friends at Mr. Brew’s TapHouse
(201 RiverHeath Way, Appleton) as we share a bit
of our stories and talk about how we notice the Holy.

Come out on Wednesday nights to Memorial Park in
Appleton to Cheer on our Softball team!
July 12th 6:00 p.m. FUMC vs. St. John Lutheran
July 19th 6:00 p.m. FUMC vs. Riverview Lutheran
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Board of Trustees Decide on
Company to Provide Project
Manager
At the First United Methodist
Church Board of Trustees meeting
held on June 13, 2017 the Board of
Trustees voted on the company to
provide a Project Manager for the
Capital Projects. The task force
consisting of members of the
Board of Trustees interviewed four
prospective companies. The
potential Project Managers and
others within each company were
part of the interview process. The
task force recommended James J.
Calmes & Sons as the company to
provide the Project Manager.
Randy Calmes, President and Todd
Wendt, Project Manager were
invited to answer questions before
the entire Board of Trustees at the
June 13th meeting. After the
question and answer session the
Board of Trustees voted on the
task forces' recommendation to
award the Project Manager
position to the James J. Calmes &
Sons Company. The Board of
Trustees unanimously voted to
contract with James J. Calmes &
Sons to provide the Project
Manager for the Capital Projects
and to provide general contractor
work where best fit, from a cost
and work availability standpoint.
Start dates for any of the Capital
Projects have yet to be determined.
The Board of Trustees

Capital Campaign
Contributions
Plans are being made to begin
projects on the Capital Campaign
in the near future! In the
meantime, your contributions are
being safely invested into CD’s so
that they are growing until
needed. Within the next few
weeks you will receive a
Verification Letter which is
confirming that the Capital
Campaign pledge you made is
recorded correctly. Any
contributions that you have made
to the campaign will also show up
on your quarterly giving
statement. Please contact Lynn in
the church office at 734-2677 or at
Lhalley@appfumc.org with any
questions or corrections.

Thank you for Ingathering
Contributions
Thank you to our A1 congregation
for supporting the In-gathering
efforts for the Annual Conference
of the United Methodist Church.
Two hundred book bags and 200
baby care items, identified as
urgently needed, were delivered to
the large truck collecting all the
items received from the 456
United Methodist Churches of our
Wisconsin conference. They will
be delivered to Midwest Mission
Distribution Center in Illinois for
shipping to people in need locally,
nationally and internationally.
Lay Members to Annual
Conference:
Ellen Roe
Ellen Darcourt
Bill Schwandt

Walk in Choir: Would you like to join our summer walk in choir, and fill
that musical talent that has been waiting to come out!? We will be
gathering on Sunday morning (July 23rd) at 8:15 in the sanctuary to sing for
both the 9 and 10:30 services. The song chosen is It is No Secret. We will
have another opportunity on August 20th at both Sunday services, also.
It's such a joy to share music with others! You can call Betsy Benoit at
(920) 574-3482 or email at benoitphillip@aol.com to let us know you will
bring your smiling face. See you in Church!
___________________________________________

♪♬ Music and More in July ♪♬
Join us as we sing your favorite hymns!
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News
Upcoming Events
July 2 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
July 24 – 28 – VBS
July 30 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Family Worship Day
August 1 – National Night Out – 4 - 8 p.m. Lions Park Grand Chute

VBS 2017 – Maker Fun Factory

and

Vacation Bible School will take place July 24 – 28 from 9-noon. This year we are using
Group Publishing’s Maker Fun Factory. Kids will learn that they are “Created by God”
“Built for a Purpose”. Kids will rotate between stations like: Game Makers, KidVid
Cinema, Imagination Station, Bible Discovery, Snack Factory and more! All children
ages 3 by January 1 2017 – completed 5th grade are invited to attend this FREE event.
Registration is due by July 12 and everyone that registers before the due date will
receive a free t-shirt, bag, and music CD (1 CD per family)
Online registration for students and volunteers is available by visiting our website at
www.appfumc.org. Click on the link for VBS. We can’t wait to see you there!

Registration deadline extended to July 12!! Registration guarantees free items and
a t-shirt that fits!
Summer Adventures with Flat Jesus!
Where have you been this summer? What activities are the highlight of your vacation?
Why not share them with the church? Don’t forget to bring your Flat Jesus with you and
snap a photo. Then you can share it on our Facebook page with the hashtag
#FUMCKidzFlatJesus.
This is a great way to remind children that Jesus is always with them everywhere they go.
You can pick up a Flat Jesus in the lobby by the ministry brochure rack. We are excited to see all the fun things
Jesus does with you this summer!

National Night Out
National Night Out will take place August 1 from 4 – 8 p.m. at Lions Park in
Grand Chute. Our Children’s Ministry will have a table filled with fun crafts.
Everyone is invited to come for all the activities, food, raffles, demonstrations,
and more. This is a fun family night that is hosted by the Grand Chute Police
Department. We hope to see you there!
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ROCK THE BLOCK
A Habitat for Humanity
Opportunity
September 11 - 17 residents of the
Columbus School neighborhood
will be offered repairs and
maintenance assistance for their
homes. Over 30 city blocks are
included in this area. This is not a
new build for Habitat, but a project
that will need many volunteers to
be successful. This might mean
providing a snack or part of a meal
for the workers, being a greeter on
site, construction work,
painting, yard work, or keeping the
site cleaned up. Youth 14 - 17
may also volunteer with parent
permission and adult supervision.
The people served are our church's
neighbors. Let's join other Habitat
volunteers and ROCK THE
BLOCK.
Interested in learning more about
and becoming a part of this
opportunity? Contact the church
office or Shelby Knezel, 734-1001.

GriefShare is a 13-week video
seminar series that features some
of the nation’s foremost Christian
experts on grief and recovery
topics. The video seminars are
combined with group discussion of
the materials presented during the
video, as well as participants
sharing how they themselves are
dealing with the death of their
loved one. Each week is a
different topic. People can join at
any point in the 13-week cycle.
Summer classes are on
Wednesdays, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
in the air conditioned Asbury
Lounge.
Phyllis Freeman,
GriefShare Facilitator
574-2859 /pfreeman1@new.rr.com

Tithe in July
Pledging for the Capital Campaign
is complete and we are so very
encouraged by the generosity of
all. And yet, the day to day
operations of our church continue
to exist. For the past few summers,
a growing number of you have
participated in Tithe in July which
helps to keep us stable throughout
the summer months.
Tithe in July means different
things to different people. Some
make a commitment to give 1/10th
of their income in July. Some that
are already doing this, step up
giving for the month by a bit. Still
others make a special one-time
extra donation. Whatever your
decision this year, we invite you to
consider this with heart and mind
and to bring your decision before
God.
A special envelope was mailed to
you to make your gift toward the
Tithe in July opportunity. Using
this will make it easier for us to
record your generosity toward this
special effort. You can mail it in
or drop it in the offering plate!
Giving is always an act of faith
and a generous expression of
gratitude which has a positive
effect on all of life and especially
for the giver. Give it a try!

LUNCHTIME ORGAN
RECITALS… their 22nd year
Summer organ concerts in the Fox
Valley on Wednesdays at 12:15
(select other days, also)
Frank G. Rippl, coordinator
www.Lunchtimeorganrecital.org
July 4 All Saints Episcopal
(Patriotic Sing-a-long)
July 5 The History Museum,
Appleton
July 12 St. Joseph Catholic Church
Appleton
July 13 Memorial Presbyterian
Appleton
July 19 First Congregation UCC
Appleton
July 26 Zion Lutheran Church
Appleton
Aug 2 St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Menasha
Aug 9 7:00 p.m. (Lunchtime
goes to Dinner!), First
United Methodist
Church
Aug 10 St. Paul Lutheran Church
Neenah
Aug 16 First English Lutheran
Church, Appleton
Aug 17 First United Methodist
Church, Appleton
Aug 23 St. Joseph Catholic
Church, Appleton
Aug 30 St. Paul Lutheran Church
Neenah
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Interested in helping the
Warming Shelter by
contributing to a silent
auction basket?
The 6th annual Grateful Plateful
fund raising event for the Fox
Valley Warming Shelter will be
held on October 4. A silent
auction is part of the event.
FUMC wants to have at least one
or perhaps two silent auction
baskets available for bidders. You
can help fill these baskets by
donating any amount of cash.
Simply put in the offering plate
indicating the donation is for the
Warming Shelter silent auction.
Pam Chitek or Cynthia Whitely
will do the shopping for the
baskets once the total amount
collected is known. Themes to be
determined. Please donate by
August 1 so the baskets can be
created during August. Gift cards
also welcomed! If you are a
quilter, artist or crafter and want to
donate an appropriate item, that is
great! Item can be brought to the
church or arranged to be picked
up. The Shelter is a 501 C3 nonprofit and the tax- exempt number
can be given for donated items.
Thanks for your support of the
Shelter that serves homeless men
and women living in the Valley.
Questions? Please contact Cynthia,
731-8035 or Pam, 560-4479.

Updating Our Church Database
Do we have your birthdate on file? Have you recently moved? Have you
changed your email address? If you answered yes to any of those questions,
please contact Amy in the church office by phone or email (734-2677 or
amy@appfumc.org ). We want our records to be accurate and appreciate your
help.

Guide Book & Directory
We are in the process of updating our annual Guide Book & Directory for the
Church. This book is the one you receive in the mail every fall. The book is
being provided at no cost to our Church, including the mailing to each family,
and again is being subsidized by local businesses that advertise in it.
If you own or manage a business and would like to find out about advertising
in our book, please call or email Amy in the Church office (734-2677 or
Amy@appfumc.org). Recent survey results by Guide Book Publishing show
that 92.1% of families would rather patronize a Guide Book & Directory
advertiser over a non-advertiser. It “will pay” to advertise in our new Guide
Book & Directory.
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Dick and Kathy Ruhsam
Dick and Kathy Ruhsam
have been members of First
Church for approximately 40
years. They were both raised
in Osceola, Wisconsin and
confirmed at the Methodist
Church in Osceola.
Appleton First Church has
been an extensive part of their lives and they have been
involved I the church in a number of ways. Dick served
as the first youth coordinator for the church when it was a
volunteer position. Both Dick and Kathy taught Sunday
School for approximately 10 years, served as chairs and
members of numerous committees, and were copresidents of Kum Dbls. Dick also has sung in the choir,
preached twice from the pulpit and at times managed both
the church baseball and softball teams (playing on the
softball team for 35 years).
Dick attended UW-River Falls and received degrees in
math and economics. He obtained his master’s degree in
guidance counseling from UW-Platteville. He worked as
a math teacher in Dodgeville and then as a guidance
counselor in Wrightstown. However, Dick retired after
25 years from AAL/Thrivent.
Kathy received her degree in pharmacy from UWMadison and has worked at LaSalle Clinic, Morton Drug,
Affinity Health Care and is now working part-time at
Morton Long-Term care. She has no plans to retired at
this moment.
They have two children, Kristin Tegelman (see next
column) and Bradley. Both were baptized and confirmed
at First Church. Kristin and her husband Adam were
married at First Church. Dick and Kathy are enjoying
their three grandchildren (the first two also baptized at
First Church, and the third likely will be, but at this time
is only a week old)!
Dick likes all sports, currently coaching basketball and
soccer (with Kristin). He enjoys golf and going to the
gym. Kathy likes to sew, knit, ride bike, walk, go to the
gym, and bake bread! She also likes to work in her
beautiful flower garden.
They enjoy the small group studies at First Church and,
with the Tegelmans, feel like church is family.

The Tegelman Family
We would like to introduce you to Adam and Kristin
Tegelman, and their children Carson, Gretta and Reagan.
Adam was raised in Winneconne with his sister. He
graduated from Lawrence University with a degree in
Environmental Policy and works at Murphy Concrete in
Appleton.
Kristin, daughter of Richard and Kathy Ruhsam, was
baptized, confirmed, and married Adam, at First Church.
Kristin has one brother, Bradley. She graduated from
Winona State with a degree in Education. She is
employed by the Kimberly School District as the girls’
soccer coach. She and her father co-coached the girls’
basketball team.
Kristin and Adam were introduced to each other by
mutual friends when Kristin was coaching at Lawrence
and Adam was attending grad school. They enjoy
coaching and playing soccer, and running.
The family likes all sports including fishing (more Adam
than Kristin). Adam coaches Carson’s Little League and
basketball teams, and is a member of First Church’s
softball team. He is now a member of the ushering team
at First Church.
Carson loves all sports, especially soccer, basketball and
baseball. Gretta enjoys being a free-spirit, playing and
dancing. Their newest family member
is Reagan, born June 8, 2017.
She enjoys sleeping and eating, and
all things related to being a little baby!
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Come worship with us!

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 920-734-2677
Fax number 920-882-1461
www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible

Ministers:

All members and friends

Lay Leader:
Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
Staff Parish Relations Chairperson:
Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com
Lead Pastor:
Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Rev. Liz Whitford LWhitford@appfumc.org
Visitation Pastor:
Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org
Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &
Bass Clef:
Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
Principal Organist:
Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net
Pianist:
information.
Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com
Wesley Handbells:
Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com
Grace:
Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
SonshineSingers:
Gabriella Makuc gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu
Genesis Choir:
Kyle Schleife kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Wessley cswessley@yahoo.com
Building & Technology Manager:
Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org
Finance Manager:
Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org
Administrative Assistant:
Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org
Office Assistant:
Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org
Custodians:
Francois Russell Francois@appfumc.org
Tom Martens
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Upcoming Summer Events:
July 8/9

●

Welcome Pastor Liz

July 9-14

●

High School Mission Trip to Detroit, MI

July 23

●

Walk In Choir

July 24-28 ●

VBS Week!! Maker Fun Factory

●

Family Worship at 9:00 a.m.

●

VIM Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale

Aug 20

●

Walk In Choir

Aug 27

●

Worship in the park
(Combined Worship at 10:00 a.m.)

July 30

