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Sermon 07-7/8-2018 

Dealing with Rejection - Rev. Markus Wegenast 

1 Samuel 8:4-22 
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5 and said to him, 

“You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern 

us, like other nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to 

govern us.” Samuel prayed to the LORD, 7 and the LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of 

the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me 

from being king over them. 8 Just as they have done to me,[a] from the day I brought them up out 

of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. 9 Now 

then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the 

king who shall reign over them.” 
10 So Samuel reported all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a 

king. 11 He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your 

sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his 

chariots; 12 and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, 

and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the 

equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and 

bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to 

his courtiers. 15 He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his 

officers and his courtiers. 16 He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your 

cattle[b] and donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you 

shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have 

chosen for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in that day.” 
19 But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are determined 

to have a king over us, 20 so that we also may be like other nations, and that our king may 

govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 21 When Samuel had heard all the words of 

the people, he repeated them in the ears of the LORD. 22 The LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to 

their voice and set a king over them.” Samuel then said to the people of Israel, “Each of you 

return home.” 

 

What is the value in dedicating a whole summer of church to following the story of 

how the people of Israel moved from a tribal society to a monarchy? For two 

months we will be following the story from Samuel to the first king, King Saul, to 

the second and great king David. What’s the significance?  

You tell me! Seriously, I invite you to tell me what you’re getting out of it – 

or rather, how you hear God speak to you these days as we look at a very old 

story…  

Is that a deal? 

 

1) How did Samuel feel? 

Let’s rehash the story we just heard: It’s the year 1040-ish. The tribal leaders of 

Israel are gathering and decide: it’s time for us to have a king like all the other 

nations around us (some great and not so great kingdoms…) They go to their 

leader, not a king, but a priest. Last weekend Pastor Liz told you his story. Samuel 

has become one of the most revered persons in all of Israel but still, they feel they 

need a king – a monarchy that would offer a stability they didn’t have previously. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7378a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7386b
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And so my first question to you today is: How do you think did Samuel feel about that? 

Did he feel disappointed, did he feel he failed as a priestly leader, did he feel personally 

attacked? It’s not that the people were dissatisfied with him personally. They didn’t care 

for his two evil sons and the fact that he didn’t challenge them (VV 1-4).  

Maybe he fell into that old temptation that so many great people in history 

and probably in your own family have fallen prey to: He couldn’t get his own 

household straight. He was confronted with his sons’ misbehavior and evil but 

somehow incapable, maybe blind, to deal with it.  

 

Have you been there? Have you been great at what you’re doing but you somehow 

don’t seem to be able to pass that greatness on to the people that are closest to you? 

If this part of the Samuel story teaches us one thing it is that it is never too late to 

start caring – in this case disciplining – your own. You can’t be blind toward the 

injustices that take place among the people that are closest to you, not even when 

it’s family. 

 

Maybe it helps you to wonder how Samuel felt in light of rejection over his failure 

to discipline his kids. Maybe you are feeling a bit uncomfortable with our sermon 

subject for the summer. And so I have to tell you: we have to move away from the 

question of how Samuel felt because it really is not so much about him. It is about 

someone else, and so we ask: 

 

2) How did God feel? 

This is who today’s story is all about after all. By demanding a king the people 

reject the explicit leadership of God through a priest or a judge. They want to move 

from a theocracy to a monarchy. How did God feel about that?! 

 

God called Israel to be special among all the peoples. It wasn’t an accident that 

they didn’t have a king – God was their king. He led them out of slavery in Egypt, 

he taught them how to turn from a slave people to a free people, and he gave them 

judges, prophets and priests to lead them. But now they want to discontinue that 

kind of leadership and go for something that the world around them did. 

 

It’s the classical conflict between relying on God and moving worldly. So how did 

God feel about it?!  

 

Well, it’s not an easy question to answer.  

 
Samuel prayed to the LORD, 7 and the LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people 

in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being 

king over them. 
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How would you describe God here? Disappointed, mad, concerned? He sure was 

not happy, but nevertheless he says: 
9 Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways 

of the king who shall reign over them.” 

 

He has Samuel give them a sincere warning, pointing out what it means to have a 

king and become a monarchy. If you read today’s text with a historic critical mind 

you will wonder if there are later textual traditions at work that reflect all the 

difficult things the monarchy has given Israel: from taxes all the way to slavery. 

But of course you can also read it prophetically and as a sincere warning of God. 

He puts the cards on the table and explains through Samuel what their request 

entails. 

 

Isn’t that a fair thing to do? God has long made up his mind that he will grant the 

people’s request. And frankly: you can see here a window into God’s almightiness 

and sovereignty. From a divine perspective we have to see that God can 

accomplish whatever he wants to accomplish. Whether it is through a priest, a 

prophet or a king. God can handle a monarchy in the same way as God can handle 

a democracy, a communist system, a UN or whatever political system you come up 

with! 

 

What God does not want to handle is seeing people who get lost in idolatry. And 

that is the warning that I believe we are invited to take away here: the people back 

then turned away from God and rather wanted to be like everyone else. The Bible 

calls this idolatry. Their desired political system became their idol.  

 

This relates directly to our day and age. Any political system can be used to lead us 

away from the one who truly wants to lead us: our God. 

 

It was Winston Churchill who so poignantly said (quoted!):  
“…democracy is the worst form of Government except for all those other forms that have been 

tried from time to time.…” – (Winston S Churchill, 11 November 1947) 

 

To put that in a bit more theological language let me quote an OT scholar who 

said: 
“No nation has ever found some magical constitutional formula to solve every social and 

political problem; but a people that seeks above all to honor and obey God possesses an inner 

stability and security which allow it to confront universal and permanent problems with both 

courage and compassion, and with a considerable measure of success.”1 

 

Would you agree with that? Pretty powerful quote! 

 

                                                           
1 David Payne, 1&2 Samuel, The Daily Study Bible Series, p. 40f. 
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And so for sure we’d have to answer the question: How did God feel about the 

people demanding a king?  

Well in a way we can say God is ready to just go with it; to just go with whatever 

system the people think they need until they realize through experience that the one 

thing they need is him! 

 

That is a patient almighty God. Oh how I want that kind of a God in my life. To let 

me exhibit my freedom even though it opens up a can of worms but walks with me 

through the worms until I realize I use my freedom best when I use it to choose 

God’s leadership and guidance in my life.  

 

That’s the reason why we have biblical passages that see the kingship as something 

desirable (Dtn or Judges 17:6). Because the system itself doesn’t matter as long as 

God is in it.  

 

… 

 

Got stamina for one last question? 

 

3) How do you feel about all of this? 

The issues of political systems and kinds of political leadership my not be of 

utmost interest to you. But I think we can all find ourselves in the desire of those 

elders of Israel – in the desire of the people as a whole: to have a more 

conventional and supposedly stable leader.  

Relying on God doesn’t always come with the conventional stability that we 

imagine. Having a shiny army seems more stable than having an invisible God 

for aid. Yet Israel’s history, the past as the modern one, has shown that the 

invisible God has proven more effective than shiny armies! 

 

But again, how does that relate to how you feel today about leadership in your life. 

What does it take for you to trust God first before you trust: modern science, 

modern medicine, conventional bank accounts and financial resources,… fill in the 

blank. 

 

Where are you in danger to fall for idolatry and find your assumed pleasure, 

security, safety, peace in anything other than what God provides? 

 

That’s the question the 1 book of Samuel invites us to think about. 

 

I want to invite you to do it and I want to invite you to return for the next step in 

the journey of this OT saga. I believe there are powerful lessons for your and my 

life in it. But again, I ask you to tell me if that is true. 
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Until then, may God bless you to find out what it takes for you to fully trust him. 

Amen. 


