
June Memory Verse: 
 

"Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit."               Matthew  28:19 
 

 
June 15th 

Email articles to 
office@appfumc.org 

 

June 2017 Volume 56, Number 6  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Inside 
 

2   Pastor’s Posts 

2 Farewell Reception 

2   Pulpit Preview 

3   Pastor’s Page 

3 Prayer Chain 

3 Meal Ministry 

3 Walk In Choir 

4   Volunteer Opportunity 

4   Bible Study 

4 Trustees Update 

4  Church Records  

5  Capital Campaign         

6 Our Graduates 

8   Jewelry Sale 

8   Concert 

9   Mission of Month 

9   GriefShare 

10 FUMC Kidz 

11 Youth Ministries 

12 Capital Campaign 

13  Phoebe Circle 

15 Our Church Family 

16 Softball League 

16 The Heritage 

CONNECTIONS 
“Making Christian Disciples” 

Published monthly by First United Methodist Church - Appleton, Wisconsin 

Meet Our New Pastor of Discipleship 

 

 
    Hello First Church, I am so excited to be appointed as 

    your new Pastor of Discipleship!   

    In order to better get a head start on our relationship,  

    I wanted to give you a little background of who I am.   

    I began pastoring in 2011 at Whig UMC in Platteville 

    while attending the University of Wisconsin –  

    Platteville for Music Non-Teaching (Piano).  Upon 

    graduating with my Bachelor of Science, I attended the 

    University of Dubuque Theological Seminary, which I 

    graduated from on May 13
th 

with a Master of 

Divinity.  Most of my seminary education, I continued to pastor at Whig UMC as their 

only pastor, while also being the Associate Pastor at Platteville UMC for Vacation 

Bible, Youth Group, and Campus Ministry.  Having finished classes early for my 

degree, I was able to be the interim pastor for Reedsburg UMC while awaiting a July 

appointment.  While I am passionate about quite a few things, I love equipping people 

so that they may have “Ah-ha” moments in their faith to help them grow in their 

spiritual journeys.  

I believe that my spiritual gifts are listening, empowerment, teaching, preaching, and 

giving. 

Currently, my parents reside in Platteville where my mom, Brenda, continues as the 

Senior Pastor at Platteville UMC, while my dad, Dan, is a semi-truck driver for a 

fertilizer and salt company.  My brother, Adam, lives in Springfield, Illinois with his 

wife, Korie, and daughter, Ilah.  Adam is a therapist/counselor for at-risk youth, and 

Korie is a nurse at one of the hospitals in Springfield.   

For fun, I like to bike, kayak, play music, read, knit (learning), and snuggle with my 

kitten, Milo.   

 Fun Fact: I am gluten-free which means that I get sick from eating anything 

     with wheat or barley in it. 

I can’t wait to meet all of you! 

God Bless! 
 

 Pastor Liz 

 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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 -by 
Pastor 
Markus 
 

                                

Pastor Ponderings – June 2017 

Exercise Purpose 

 

Those of you who are reading our 

Capital Campaign devotional 

booklet may recognize this title 

from day three of the booklet. And 

you will most definitely find a lot 

of thought from it in this devotion. 

Jesus started the church as a 

movement. He asked his disciples 

to “go” not “stay.” And so the 

church spread, it spread far and 

wide, even to the Fox Valley in 

Wisconsin where Christ’s church 

has found one (of many) physical 

outlets on 325 E Franklin Street. 

As we as a congregation conclude 

the final stage of our capital 

campaign we are once more 

invited to ask some basic 

questions: “Why are we doing 

this? Why are we even here as a 

church in the first place?” 
 

“No church builds or renovates a 

structure just to have a nice 

building. No church expands 

ministries just to be a bigger 

church. No person makes a 

sacrificial financial commitment 

just to get some kind of service or 

program benefit. People – and 

churches – do not give their lives 

or their resources or their selves to 

a building or to a program. What 

people will give their lives to is a 

God-given purpose, a higher 

calling. So the most important 

question to answer in any capital 

campaign is not what are we 

doing, but WHY are we doing it.” 
 

And so we answer this good 

question with the only good 

answer there is: We do it… 

… because we want to grow into 

our future. 

… because we want to actively 

create a future with hope. 

… because we love our 

community and want to care for it, 

even through our campaign in 

which we share our proceeds with 

Habitat for Humanity so a family 

in need will find a home. 

… because we take Jesus’ 

instruction to go and to be 

seriously. For in the end it is the 

people who go out of this church 

that will transform the world! 

What a privilege it is to be in the 

business of exercising the church’s 

purpose.  

Truly yours,  

 Pastor Markus 

 

 

 

Farewell Reception 

June 11 
 

Dear Friends, 

On Sunday, June 11 we will have a 

chance to wish Pastor Jayneann a 

fond farewell and thank her for her 

dedication and years of service to 

First United Methodist Church.   

We will be celebrating Pastor 

Jayneann’s ministry on Sunday, 

June 11 with a reception in the 

Fellowship Hall after the 9:00 a.m. 

worship service.           

If you would like to contribute to a 

love gift for Pastor Jayneann, 

please drop off your gift to the 

church office marked as a love gift.  

We are also compiling a jar of 

affirmations and want your notes 

of affirmation for Jayneann.  There 

are blue cards in the office, table in 

hallway, Welcome Desk and in the 

pews.  Please pause and write an 

affirming note for Jayneann and 

drop it in the offering plate or 

bring it to the church office.   

Thank you.  

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Pulpit Preview  
 

June 3/4  
Pentecost, Capital Campaign 

pledge result celebrations 

Text: Acts 2:1-21 & John 7:37-39 

Theme: Celebrating the Holy Spirit 

 

June 10/11  

Pastor Jayneann’s last service 

Text: Psalm 61:1-3 

Theme: God’s caring and 

intentions for us 

 

June 17/18  
Father’s Day 

Scripture: Matthew 28: 16-20 

Theme: Evangelism 

 

June 24/25 – 

Text: Revelation 21:1-4 

          (John 11:35) 

Theme: Why we cry 

 

We are looking forward to 

welcome our new Pastor of 

Discipleship on the weekend of 

July 8/9 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 | P a g e  

 

From Pastor 
Jayneann’s pen  

 

Shalom is a word that’s 

most familiar for “hellos” and 

“goodbyes.” And “peace.” Yet 

biblically, shalom has a much 

deeper meaning. It’s used to mean 

“completeness, contentment, 

soundness, wholeness, health, 

welfare, safety, prosperity, rest, 

harmony, rest, safety, tranquility, 

the absence of agitation and 

discord, and peace” (James Issa). 

This is my prayer for all of you at 

Appleton: First UMC. May you 

rest in the completeness that we 

can know only through our 

connection with God and others. 

May you be safe. And as you 

actively pursue the varied 

ministries – reaching out in the 

local community and the world – 

may you live in wholeness and 

harmony with all God’s other 

children.  

When the winds of change blow, 

we can cling to the Source of all 

life. We can trust that since God is 

our shepherd, we have – and we 

are – all that we need.  

I trust that I will likewise rest in 

God’s shalom all my days, 

working at whatever good work 

God as Spirit sends my way. 

Have a great time with Liz. Listen 

to her. Love her. Follow her lead. 

We can be certain she has much to 

offer. And until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of 

their hand. 

 

Shalom, all my beloved friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jayneann is 

still writing her 

blog “Fierce Joy 

& Hope”. Most 

Saturdays she 

posts a new entry. Some are 

stories, some are theology. Mostly 

she connects something ordinary to 

the divine. And after all, if God 

creates everything, wouldn’t you 

say that “sacred” and “secular” are 

strictly human constructs. If we 

allow it, isn’t everything sacred? 

To check it out, go to 

fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com 

 

A Caring Reminder about  

Accessible Parking  
At First Church we are 

passionately interested in 

welcoming every person. This 

plays out in a variety of ways. One 

is our accessible parking. If you 

have a tag or sticker and need to 

use one of these spaces please do; 

we are glad you are join us. If you 

don’t have a tag or sticker, please 

be sensitive to the people who join 

us who truly need the access this 

hospitality offers. 

 

Email Prayer Chain 
Don’t be anxious about anything; 

rather, bring up all of your requests 

to God in your prayers and 

petitions, along with giving thanks. 

Philippians 4:6 CEB 

As members of the Body of 

Christ, we are all called to prayer 

for each other. Members of the 

First Church community are sent 

regular updates of joys and 

concerns – from prayer cards, 

emails, visits, & calls. If you check 

your email regularly and would 

like to be part of this ministry, 

send an email to 

office@appfumc.org indicating 

you would like to receive the daily 

prayer list. 

 And, remember... if you have a 

joy or concern that you would be 

willing to share, please contact the 

church office. 

 

Meals Ministry 
When a family is in crisis, 

elation over a new baby, or the 

household chef is sick and cannot 

prepare meals, we as a faith 

community like to step in and help 

with this basic need. If you could 

share a meal with a family or 

persons who need this type of care, 

come be a part of this food 

ministry. If you are interested in 

helping or if you have any 

questions, please contact the 

church office. 

 

Walk-In Choir 
June 11 

Come lend your voice to the 

service as Pastor Jayneann and 

First Church say our goodbyes to 

each other.  Will you join us? On 

June 11, we will gather in the 

sanctuary at 8:15 to rehearse. Then 

we will sing for both the 9:00 and 

10:30 services. It's such a joy to 

share music with others! Call or 

email the church, if you can, so we 

can have enough music. 
 

what if … 
 

… we really did view everything 

around us and everything we did 

as sacred? What if we 

understood that God created all 

of it, and called it, “Very Good”? 

How would things change for 

you? What might you do 

differently? 
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Church Records 
 

Deaths 
5-3-17    Rodger Reichardt 

5-15-17  Don Hayford 

5-22-17  Dale Timm 

 

Baptisms 
5-14-17  

   Hayley Cassandra Bold 

   Imogen Wednesday,                               

 daughter of Russell  and 

 Hayley Bold 

   Dash Russell, son of 

 Russell and Hayley Bold 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members 
5-14-17 

   Russell and Hayley Bold 

Volunteer Opportunity 
 

Are you looking for ways to help 

our community?  Are you willing 

to help prepare and serve a meal or 

provide dessert at Homeless 

Connections? For years, our 

church has been doing this at 

Homeless Connections and we 

need your help! On months when 

there is a fifth Thursday (about 4 

per year), a small group of 

volunteers from First Church meet 

at 4pm at Homeless Connections 

to prepare and serve the evening 

meal and are usually finished by 

7pm. You need not be a gourmet 

chef to help, just be over 13 years 

old, have a smiling face and 

willingness to pitch in.  If you 

prefer to work “behind the scenes,” 

you can help too!  We need 

volunteers who will donate two 

dozen cookies/bars on the days we 

serve the meals.  We ask that the 

desserts be dropped off at 

Homeless Connections prior to 

4pm. If you would like to get 

involved in this rewarding 

community outreach experience or 

are a current volunteer and would 

like to remain on the list, please 

provide your contact information 

and whether you are willing to 

serve, provide dessert, or both to 

the church office or contact Kaye 

Breister with questions. Thanks in 

advance for your support! 

kayebreister@att.net or 915-7128   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Evening  

Women’s Class 
 

We were never meant to take this 

journey of faith alone or in secret. 

God has entrusted us with the great 

and mighty gift of the gospel, 

something too precious and life-

giving to keep to ourselves.  The 

summer study for the Monday 

Night Women's Study group is 

Entrusted: A Study of Timothy 2. 

In this 6-session Bible study, Beth 

Moore will encourage you to guard 

what God has entrusted to you, 

further His kingdom by sharing 

Christ with others, and pour into 

future generations just as Paul 

once mentored Timothy. Because 

in this journey of joy and hardship, 

we need each other to stay the 

course and live a life of 

faithfulness. 

It's $13.00 for the Study 

Workbook, and I can order them 

for people if they'd like me to.  I'll 

need the order by the first of 

June.  Please call Donna Leicht 

with questions, 915-7715. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Wedding: 
   5-6-17   Bridget Miller and  

     Kurt Ladewig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustees Capital Campaign 

Projects Update 
 

The First United Methodist Church 

Board of Trustees have been 

interviewing potential companies 

to provide a Construction Manager 

for the Capital Campaign Project 

List.  Seven companies were 

invited to participate in a tour of 

the facilities and a show and tell 

description of the projects.  Five 

companies participated in the tour 

with member of the Board of 

Trustees.  At that time a detailed 

explanation of what the projects 

encompass was given to the 

participants.  Four companies 

submitted proposals to the Board 

of Trustees.  The dates of May 15
th
 

and 16
th
 were scheduled for the 

interviews of the four companies 

that submitted proposals.  The 

interviews were scheduled to last 

one hour per company with the 

individuals present in the interview 

who would be working on the 

projects.  The interviews were held 

on the mentioned dates and the 

Trustees are in the process of 

evaluating the companies.  A 

second interview of the finalists 

will take place.  At that meeting, 

negotiation of cost and scope of 

assistance will be determined with 

a timeline of a start date for 

contracting with the chosen 

company.  The company chosen to 

provide the Project Manager will 

manage the projects, get contractor 

bids and provide oversight as to 

assure the work is completed on 

time and within budget.  The 

Board of Trustees is considering 

shortening the time frame for the 

completion of the projects to work 

within a two year time period.  

Keeping the work within a two 

year time frame will be more 

financially acceptable from a cost 

standpoint with regards to the 

Project Manager’s cost.  Bundling 

of projects that are alike and 

require the same expertise will 

assist in keeping costs within 

budget.   

The Boards of Trustees  

Notice: 

Don Hayford’s memorial 

service will be on Saturday, 

August 5
th

 at 11 a.m., lunch 

to follow.  In lieu of flowers, 

you are asked to make a 

donation to Homeless 

Connections. 

mailto:kayebreister@att.net
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Celebration, Worship & Concert 
 

On May 20/21 we celebrated the conclusion of our Capital Campaign. We were invited to submit our pledges 

and celebrated our commitment to God’s church. On June 3/4 we will share the grand total of pledges 

received and what they amount to.  

Here are some pictures of our Celebration service and festivities on May 21: 
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High School Graduates  

Class of 2017 
 

Joshua James Kenneth Alberts: 

Parents: Jim and Jennifer Alberts. 

High School: Kimberly. Future 

Plans: Fox Valley Technical 

College for Electrical Engineering. 

Favorite Church Memory: The 

Winter Retreat at Camp Zion.  
 

McKenna Amo: Parents: Jim & 

Tracy Amo. High School: 

Appleton North. Future Plans: Fox 

Valley Technical College for 

Nursing. Favorite Church 

Memory: Listening to Pastor 

Doyle Blanton's sermons, 

especially when he broke out in 

song in the middle of the sermon. 
 

Benjamin Czarnik: Parents: 

Carlene and Chris Czarnik. High 

School: Appleton East. Future 

Plans: Fox Valley Technical 

College for Information 

Technology. Favorite Church 

Memory: When Brian dressed up 

in scuba suit for Worship.  
 

Sofie Ray Druckrey: Parents: 

Adam and Sara Druckrey. High 

School: Appleton North. Future 

Plans: University of Wisconsin – 

Madison, Studying Biomedical 

Engineering. Favorite Church 

Memory: My first mission trip to 

Duluth, Minnesota in 2013.  
 

Kathleen Endter: Parents: Paul 

and Molly Endter. High School: 

Appleton West. Future Plans: 

University of Wisconsin – Eau 

Claire for Nursing. Favorite 

Church Memory: My first lock in 

(at the church). 

Sam Ernest: Parents: Greg and 

Brenda Ernest. High School: 

Kaukauna. Future Plans: Work but 

may attend Fox Valley Technical 

College. Favorite Church Memory: 

Getting together with so many 

friends from other high schools 

and the valuable relationships and 

memories. 
 

Makenna Feucht: Parents: Jeff 

and Michelle Feucht. High School: 

Freedom. Future Plans: Carroll 

University for Diagnostic 

Sonography. Favorite Church 

Memory: Brooklyn, New York 

Mission Trip in 2014.  
 

Katharine Fosshage: Parents: 

Melissa Johnson and Tim 

Fosshage. High School: Kimberly. 

Future Plans: University of 

Wisconsin – Fox Valley. Favorite 

Church Memory: Christmas Eve 

candlelight service.  
 

Randall James Griesbach: 
Parents: Linda and Randy 

Griesbach. High School: Appleton 

East. Future Plans: University of 

Minnesota. 
 

Daniel Gretzinger: Parents: 

Brenda and John Gretzinger. High 

School: Hortonville.  
 

Jessica Guse: Parents: Lea and 

Jon Guse. High School: Appleton 

West.  
 

Meghan Harper: Parents: Mike 

and Susan Harper. High School: 

Kimberly. Future Plans: Gustavus 

Adolphus College. Favorite 

Church Memory: Meeting my best 

friend, Nicole Johnson and being 

able to participate in the many 

volunteer opportunities!  
 

Holly Hirst: Parents: Amy and 

Tim Hirst. High School: Appleton 

West. Future Plans: University of 

Wisconsin – Eau Claire. Favorite 

Church Memory: Lame Deer, 

Montana Mission Trip in 2015.  

 

 

Nicole Johnson: Parents: Lynn & 

Chris Johnson. High School: 

Hortonville. Future Plans: Carroll 

University for Health Science. I 

am planning on being a radiology 

technician or an ultrasound 

technician! Favorite Church 

Memory: Getting to know all the 

people in my Confirmation class! 

One in particular was Meghan 

Harper, we have become best 

friends even though we go to 

different schools. 
 

Allie Knuth: Parents: Steve and 

Carol Knuth. High School: Bay 

Port. Future Plans: University of 

Wisconsin – Eau Claire for 

Pharmacy. Favorite Church 

Memory: Mission Trips.  
 

Chloe Knuth: Parents: Steve and 

Carol Knuth. High School: Bay 

Port. Future Plans: University of 

Wisconsin – Eau Claire for 

International Business with a 

Minor in Mandarin Chinese. 

Favorite Church Memory: 

Brooklyn, New York Mission Trip 

in 2014.  
 

Conner Lemke: Parents: Cindy 

and Tom Balster and Jack Lemke. 

High School: Appleton East. 

Future Plans: United States Navy. 

Favorite Church Memory: Lame 

Deer, Montana Mission Trip in 

2015.   
 

Preston Manthei: Parents: Kevin 

and Louise Manthei. High School: 

Appleton West. Future Plans: 

University of Nebraska for 

Marketing. Favorite Church 

Memory: Carrying a trailer full of 

luggage on the Brooklyn, New 

York Mission Trip in 2014, 

because we couldn’t get it into the 

parking lot.  
 

Timothy Offermann: Parents: 

Jeff and Shelley Offermann. High 

School: Appleton West. Future 

Plans: University of Wisconsin – 

Fox Valley. Favorite Church 

Memory: Winter Retreat at Camp 

Zion.   
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(Graduates continued) 

 

Sandy James Olson: Parents: 

Michelle Anderson and Kirk Olson 

High School: Appleton East. 

Future Plans: University of 

Wisconsin – Stevens Point for 

Political Science. Favorite Church 

Memory: Performing in many 

Christmas pageants... I told jokes 

one year with Ben and we made 

the whole congregation laugh. It's 

pretty cool that I was baptized and 

confirmed in this church, and am 

now graduating with the same kids 

I went to Sunday school with. 
 

Ally Price: Parents: Kelley and 

Steve Price. High School: 

Appleton North. Future Plans: The 

University of Virginia and Medical 

School to be a Doctor. Favorite 

Church Memory: Brooklyn, New 

York Mission Trip in 2014.  
 

Kayla Schang: Parents: Laura and 

Michael Henckel and Jeff Schang 

and Karen Hoffmann. High 

School: Appleton North. Future 

Plans: Macalester College in St. 

Paul. Favorite Church Memory:  

The first time I was able to play 

with the orchestra for Festival of 

Carols. 
 

Grant Slocum: Parents: Kirsten 

and Steve Slocum. High School: 

Hortonville. Future Plans: 

University of Wisconsin – 

Whitewater for Information 

Technology. Favorite Church 

Memory: Lame Deer, Montana 

Mission Trip in 2015. It was an 

amazing experience.  
 

Connor Steenbock: Parents: Ann 

and Greg Steenbock. High School: 

Appleton North. Future Plans: 

University of Oklahoma for 

Microbiology with the ultimate 

goal of doing my own lab research. 

Favorite Church Memory: Helping 

for many of my younger years with 

the Mothers of Growing Disciples 

Cookie Walk.  
 

Matthew Streit: Parents: Dave 

and Sue Streit. High School: 

Kingwood in Kingwood, TX.  

Future Plans: Purdue University.  
 

Renz Streit: Parents: Dave and 

Sue Streit. High School: 

Kingwood in Kingwood, TX.   
 

Ryan Streit: Parents: Dave and 

Sue Streit. High School: 

Kingwood in Kingwood, TX.  

Future Plans: University of Iowa 

for Engineering. Favorite Church 

Memory: Brooklyn, New York 

Mission Trip in 2014. 
 

Evan Theuerkauf: Parents: 

Sharon and Don Theuerkauf. High 

School: Appleton East.  
 

Morgan Torzala: Parents: Renee 

and Dale Torzala. High School: 

Kimberly. Future Plans: University 

of Wisconsin –Madison for 

Biology. Favorite Church 

Memory: Logan, West Virginia 

Mission Trip in 2013. Building 

relationships with the kids there 

was awesome.  
 

Ben Van Oss: Parents: Dennis & 

Mary Van Oss. High School: 

Stockbridge. 
 

Kathryn Van Sistine: Parents: 

Tom and Jeanne Van Sistine. High 

School: St. Francis Xavier. Future 

Plans: University of St. Thomas in 

St. Paul for International Business 

with a Minor in Spanish. Favorite 

Church Memory: Participating in 

the Wired Word Bible Study.  
 

Ben Willis: Parents: Heather and 

Steve Willis. High School: 

Kimberly. Future Plans: University 

of Minnesota for Aerospace 

Engineering. Favorite Church 

Memory: Logan, West Virginia 

Mission Trip in 2013. 

 

Abree Wojta: Parents: Brenda and 

Francois Russell. High School: 

Appleton North. Future Plans: 

Wartburg College in Waverly, 

Iowa for Music Education and 

Vocal Performance Minor. 

Favorite Church Memory: I love 

working with the children in the 

nursery. 
 

Bennett Zuck: Parents: Jane and 

Tim Zuck. High School: Appleton 

North. Future Plans: University of 

Iowa. Favorite Church Memory: 

Being Confirmed. 

 

College Graduates  

Class of 2017 
 

Rachel Baldwin: University of 

Wisconsin - Madison. Bachelor of 

Arts in Gender and Women’s 

Studies. Future Plans: Preventative 

Cardiovascular Nurses Association 

as a Program Associate. 
 

Bryant Becher: University of 

Wisconsin – Whitewater. Bachelor 

of Business Administration.  
 

Elizabeth Bloedow: University of 

Wisconsin – Green Bay. Bachelor 

of Science in Psychology.  Minor 

in Human Development. 
 

Patrick Burchby: Fox Valley 

Technical College. Welding and 

Metal Fabrication and a Certificate 

in Welding Fundamentals. 
 

Alexis Felton: University of 

Wisconsin – Whitewater. Bachelor 

of Science in Social Work. Future 

Plans: Graduate School at the 

University of South Carolina for 

Masters in Social Work.  
 

Beatrice Gretzinger: University 

of Wisconsin – Eau Claire. 

Bachelor of Science in 

Communication Sciences 

Disorders. Future Plans: Graduate 

school at University of Minnesota-

Twin Cities for MA in Speech-

Language Pathology. 

 

Jennifer Hackinson: Bradley 

University.  Bachelor of Science in 

Advertising.  
 

Ben Luitjens: Carroll University.  

Bachelor of Science in Biology.  
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(Graduates continued) 

 

Bridgette Nobbe: Northern 

Michigan University. Bachelor of 

Science in Communication 

Studies. Future Plans: Graduate 

School at the University of 

Arizona for MA in Higher 

Education and Student Affairs.  
 

Alexis Paladini: Southern Illinois 

University – Edwardsville. Masters 

of Science in Education.  
 

Katie Swanson: Des Moines 

University. Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine. 
 

Congratulations Graduates!! 
 

      

                          

 
 

Back by Popular Demand 

    Annual Jewelry, Scarf and 

Purse Sale 
Sunday, July 30 

 

The VIM (Volunteers in Mission) Team will 

again hold their annual Jewelry, Scarf and 

Purse Sale during Art in the Park on Sunday, 

July 30th. This is a good time to set aside and 

donate any gently used jewelry, scarves and 

purses. We are collecting these items and  

have marked containers by the church office 

for you to drop off items. If you have any 

questions and/or would like to help with this 

sale, contact Donna Frick (H: 730-8584 or C: 

470-8584)) or Anne Bremer (C: 915-6406). 

Look for further details in the June 

Connections and bulletins. 

 

Concert 

June 4 at 2 p.m.  
 

First United Methodist Church is pleased to announce the Appleton 

premier concert of Jestin Pieper and Elisabeth Shoup both of New 

York City. This first time ever Concert will be held in the Sanctuary 

of the First United Methodist Church on Sunday June 4
th
 at 2:00 pm. 

 

    Jestin Pieper grew up in Fond du 

    Lac, WI and is an active member of 

    the New York City music  

    community. He is an established 

    pianist, vocal coach, accompanist 

    and teacher. He graduated Magnum 

    Cum Laude from Lawrence 

University where he received his Bachelor of Music degree studying 

under Dimitry Novgordsky and Catherine Kaistky.  He has his MM 

degree from UT Austin.  While attending high school he had the 

opportunity to study chamber music with long time Appleton music 

director Carol Leybourn, retired Lawrence University Academy of 

Music Youth Symphony Director.  Jestin is currently faculty pianist 

at Savannah Music Festival and piano instructor at the Long Island 

Academy of Music. 

 

Elizabeth Shoup originally from Cleveland, Ohio 

attended Oberlin Conservatory and holds degrees 

in Voice Performance and Theater. She now  

performs in the greater New York City area.  

Shoup has been hailed as a deep and powerful  

soprano and a dramatic interpreter of the soprano 

repertoire. Her performance in Karousos’s,  

The Olympic Flame, was celebrated by the  

composer as “magical…” She currently teaches  

and performs in the New York City area, where  

she and collaborator Jestin Pieper live with their cat, Schubert.  

 

Please join us in giving these talented musicians a special welcome 

to First United Methodist Church and Appleton, WI by attending this 

unique concert.  A free will offering is encouraged. 

 

Women’s Retreat 2017      by Lori Willyoung 

 

I like retreats, so when I read in our church newsletter that there 

would be one at Camp Lucerne Methodist Church Camp, I decided 

to go. There were about 50 women attending and some great 

activities such as flower arranging, Bible study, exercise, card 

making and cooking with herbs. It was great to fellowship with new 

friends and 3 women from our church. Hopefully, there will be 

another retreat next year! 

 

Card Ministry 
Card Ministry continues to touch the lives of 

our members experiencing difficult times as 

well as joyous occasions in a tangible way. 

The gift of a card and words of support offer 

the message that our church family cares 

about you and what you are going through. 

Birdie Schottmuller, coordinator 
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In May we were thankful for: 
 

~ Troop 2- Boy Scouts and leaders, especially 

Jason Fetting, for spreading 12 yards of mulch in 

the church’s flower beds.  

 

~ All Mothers  

 

~ The men and women in the Wednesday Night 

Live crew for the wonderful meals and 

fellowship!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that 

features some of the nation’s foremost Christian experts 

on grief and recovery topics.  The video seminars are 

combined with group discussion of the materials 

presented during the video, as well as participants 

sharing how they themselves are dealing with the death 

of their loved one.  Each week is a different topic. 

People can join at any point in the 13-week cycle.   

Summer classes begin on Wednesday, June 21 from 

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. in the air conditioned Asbury Lounge.  

Phyllis Freeman, GriefShare Facilitator  

574-2859 or pfreeman1@new.rr.com 

 

 

 
 

Mission of the Month 

 
The Mission Team Committee has chosen the Fox Valley Warming Shelter as the Mission of the Month for June. This 

much-needed and well-used facility seeks to provide overnight, temporary shelter to homeless adult men and women in 

our community.  Its employees help to stabilize clients in crisis by providing basic needs, structure, and safety. 

Individuals in their care are directed towards community resources which can help empower them and create more 

stability and self-sufficiency as soon as possible. 

     The present wish list for the Fox Valley Warming Shelter includes the following: 

 Paper Towels (urgent need) 

 Copy Paper (urgent need) 

 Cleaning products (urgent need) 

 Coffee, creamer, and sugar (urgent need) 

 Men or women’s underwear (no socks needed at this time) 

 Deodorant 

 Shampoo 

 Dish-washing liquid 

 New or used steel-toed work boots 

 Bicycles, bike locks, lights, or reflectors 

 Gas cards for Shelter van 

 Bus passes 

 Gift cards for local fast food restaurants, Sam’s Club, or Office Depot 

If you care to donate an adult bicycle to the Warming Shelter, please call Chris Hartman at 739-5368 to arrange for 

pick-up. Gift cards or cash should be turned in to the church office with a note indicating June Mission of the Month. 

All other donated items may be placed in the wooden box in the hallway by the Wesley Room. Thanks in advance for 

your generous response.  

In Gathering Reminder 
The May MOM Baby Care Items collection will continue into June.  The final date for ending the collection will be 

June 12th.  As of June 1st, the items should be left at the CHURCH OFFICE.  Baby Care items needed are: 

New and Unwashed - Receiving Blankets, Cloth Diapers, Onesies and Sleepers. 

Thanks for your participation in this project. 
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News 
 

                                    Upcoming Events 
 
June 4 – First Day of Summer Sunday School 3 years – completed 1

st
 grade 

June 18 – Donuts with Dad! Fellowship Hall after 9:00 worship service 

July 2 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

July 24 – 28 – VBS 

July 29 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Family Worship Day 

 

VBS 2017 – Maker Fun Factory 
 

Vacation Bible School will take place July 24 – 28 from 9-noon. This year we 

are using Group Publishing’s Maker Fun Factory.  Kids will learn that they 

are “Created by God” and “Built for a Purpose”.  Kids will rotate between 

stations like: Game Makers, KidVid Cinema, Imagination Station, Bible 

Discovery, Snack Factory and more!  All children ages 3 by January 1 2017 

– completed 5
th

 grade are invited to attend this FREE event. Registration is 

due by July 3 and everyone that registers before the due date will receive a 

free t-shirt, bag, and music CD (1 CD per family) 

Online registration for students and volunteers is available by visiting our 

website at www.appfumc.org. Click on the link for VBS. We can’t wait to see you 

there! 

 

Donuts with Dad! 
 
We are celebrating dad! Join us after the 9:00 worship service on June 18 in 

Fellowship Hall for Donuts with Dad!  Everyone is invited (even moms!) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Summer Adventures with Flat Jesus! 
 
This year we are introducing Flat Jesus!  Cut him out, decorate him, and 

take him everywhere you go this summer! Don’t forget to take a picture and 

post it to our church Facebook page with the hashtag #FUMCKidzFlatJesus 

. This is a great way to remind children that Jesus is always with them 

everywhere they go. You can pick up a Flat Jesus in the lobby by the 

ministry brochure rack.  We are excited to see all the fun things Jesus does with you this summer! 
 

http://www.appfumc.org/


11 | P a g e  

YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE 
 

This summer our Youth Ministries will be participating in three Mission Trips. Please continue  

to pray that the Holy Spirit would work in and through those serving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will have a Youth Mission Trip Commissioning and Time of Recognition and Prayer  

on Sunday, June 4 at the 9 am Worship Service. 
 

We are still looking for Intercessory Prayer Partners for our two high school mission trips.   

Each Prayer Partner will be given a Participant to pray for and write a letter to as they prepare to serve this summer.  

Prayer partners will be updated with specific prayer requests.  If you are interested in being a part of this ministry, 

please fill out a You Can Count on Me Sheet found in the weekly bulletin or contact Brian Stahl at 920-840-5075 or 

through email at bstahl@appfumc.org. 
 

               Serving Him! 

               Brian Stahl 

               Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

               bstahl@appfumc.org 

               Office: 734-2677 Ext 315 

               Cell: 920-840-5075  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duluth, Minnesota 

 

 

The Middle School trip is to Duluth, Minnesota June 11-16.  

Participants: Lily Alberts, Gabriel Concepción, Kaitlyn 

Conway, Tina Fafnis, Jadyn Feucht, Ella Freeman, Dezi 

Greisch, Madison Irwin, Hayden Kihl, Emma Lading, 

Isaac Moreis, Lisa Nerenhausen, Kamil Parker, Joshua  

Reiter, Grant Schmidt, Ryleigh Seghers, Brian Stahl,  

BJ Steffen, Jane Steffen, and Amy Tegge.  

The participants have a combined 40 Mission Trips. 

 

The first High School trip is to Arecibo, Puerto Rico June 24-30.  

Participants: Max Alberts, McKenna Amo, Matthew Baker, Derek 

Burchby, Nicholas Butkiewicz, Elizabeth Elrod,  

Polly Elrod. Sarah Engels, Hayden Freeman, Doug Herge, Jonathan 

Herge, Holly Hirst, Connor Judd, Mackenzie Larsen, Louise 

Manthei, Preston Manthei, Ally Price, Jake Price,  

Brady Schmidt, Claire Slocum, Grant Slocum, Steve Slocum,  

Brian Stahl, Morgan Torzala, and Abree Wojta.  

The participants have a combined 125 Mission Trips. 
 

 

The second High School trip is to Detroit, Michigan July 9-14.  

Participants: Ethan Baker, Allison Butkiewicz, Jason Fetting, Katie 

Fetting, Travis Fetting, Brigham Freeman, Lynn Herge, Jonathan 

Herge, Henry Lading, Preston Manthei, Andrew Ray, Hope Reiter, 

Brian Stahl, Nicholas Stan, and Julia Tegge.   

The participants have a combined 73 Mission Trips. 

 

 

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
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A Thank You Prayer from the Prayer Emphasis team 
 

Lord, 

We are filled with gratitude for the support you provide always and most recently as you heard the 

prayer of over sixty of us during our Capital Campaign Prayer Vigil.  For many, it was the first time 

they've had ever been part of a continuous chain of prayer.  Some said afterward that they felt a strong 

connection to You and to one another.  Some felt the prayer of those before and after them and offered 

prayer for them as well.  Some felt empowered praying with another.  And, countless others joined our 

ranks and adding their voices and ears. 

You are the heart and spirit of our church that is alive within us. The wise direction of our church 

comes from your guidance.  Help us always to remember to pray and to listen for your words. Amen. 
 

Giving to the Capital Campaign 
 

The official dates of the Capital Campaign are May 28, 2017 – May 28, 2020.  However we want you to 

know that the church staff and finance committee are all set and prepared to receive your 

donations!  Beginning with the July giving envelopes, you will see the addition of a box where you can 

designate that your payment is for the campaign.  The EFT site has also been updated with a designation 

for the capital  campaign if you prefer to give that way.   Perhaps you want to give a gift of 

stock?   Simply contact the church office for the forms needed to give to your financial advisor.  Gifts 

can be made weekly, monthly, annually, over 3 years, or all in one lump sum!   Whatever works for 

you!   Any donations made to the Capital Campaign will also show up on your quarterly giving statement 

so watch for that in the future as well.    

Thank you for your generous support of this project.   Please contact me in the church office with any 

and all questions you may have about giving to the Campaign. 

 

Lynn Halley, Finance Manager 
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Phoebe Circle Salad Luncheon 

 
The impromptu pot luck salad luncheon was a rousing success.  About 60 people attended; many all dressed up and 

wearing hats as a throwback to the original salad luncheon days. Even Pastor Markus and Brian wore hats! There 

were many salads taken from the recipe books of the past as well as many new salads.  There were homemade rolls 

and many great desserts. Everything was delicious and a great time was had by all. It was fun looking through the 

scrapbooks of the  25 years that FUMC put on the elaborate salad luncheons. Some of us were much younger then!! 

Thanks to everyone who attended and to those who brought salads, rolls or dessert.   
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Join us at First Church! 

 

Upcoming Summer Events: 

 

June 4  ● Summer Sunday School Begins  

   (ages 3 yrs through 1
st
 grade) 

 

    ● Special Concert at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

   (guest artists Jestin Pieper & Elisabeth Shoup) 
 

June 11  ● Farewell to Pastor Jayneann 
 

    ● Walk In Choir 
 

June 11-16  ● Middle School Mission Trip to Duluth, MN 
 

June 18  ● Doughnuts for Dad 

   (following 9:00 a.m. worship in Fellowship Hall) 
 

June 24-30  ● High School Mission Trip to Puerto Rico 
 

July 8/9  ● Welcome Pastor Liz 
 

July 9-14  ● High School Mission Trip to Detroit, MI 
 

July 23   ● Walk In Choir 
 

July 24-28  ● VBS Week!! Maker Fun Factory 
 

July 30  ● Family Worship at 9:00 a.m. 
 

  ● VIM Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale 
 

Aug 20  ● Walk In Choir 
 

Aug 27  ● Worship in the park (Combined Worship at 10:00 a.m.) 
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Don and Barbara Smith 
 

We would like to introduce you to Don and Barbara 

Smith who married in First Church forty years ago, Don 

having been a member for twenty years prior. Four loved 

and married children and six grandchildren live in WI, IL, 

MN, & Maui. 

 

A grad of U W Madison, Don was President of Gaarder & 

Miller, a firm advising doctors on financial and practice 

management, which eventually merged with Schenck. His 

years of giving include Appleton Jaycees, First Church 

Sunday School Supt., Score and Appleton Kiwanis-

Golden K- currently chairperson of fundraising to 

purchase and gift iPads to needy autistic children. 

 

A graduate of Marquette, Barbara taught in the Marquette 

Dental School/ Hygiene Dept and later practiced as a 

Dental Hygienist. Her years of giving include thirteen as 

President/Producer/Director of the Miss Appleton 

Scholarship Pageant. Contestants also participated in 

community service including Make A Wish, Harbor 

House and visiting elderly care centers. Barbara 

especially enjoyed designing gowns and helping young 

girls mature. 

 

Their leisure activities have included tennis, golf, travel, 

bridge and going to Door County. A very busy couple! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Steffen Family 
 

We’d like to introduce you to Bob and Jane Steffen, and 

their son Robert Joseph (always known as BJ).  Bob was 

raised in Kimberly and has four brothers and two sisters.  

Jane was raised in Shiocton and has two sisters and one 

brother.  She was baptized at the Greenville United 

Methodist Church by Rev. Dave Farina! 
 

They attended Marian College in Fond du Lac, but did not 

meet there.  They were introduced to each other by a 

mutual friend and were married at Holy Spirit Catholic 

Church in Kimberly.   A United Methodist minister 

assisted in the ceremony. 
 

Bob works at Thrivent as a Senior Customer Service 

Representative and Jane works for the Appleton Area 

School District as a Paraprofessional for Special Needs.  

For fun, she is a Mary Kay representative.  Jane loves 

being Sophia Goodger’s godmother! 
 

Joining in 2004, Bob and Jane serve the church as ushers 

and Jane has been assisting with the Youth Ministry.  She 

and BJ will be going on a youth mission trip again this 

year.  BJ is a 7
th
 grader (soon to be 8

th
 grader) at Magellan 

Charter School in Appleton.  He plays football and is an 

avid reader.  He started reading when he was two years 

old! 
 

They like to ride their bikes and their favorite family trip 

was to Disney World and Universal Studios (no, they did 

not ride their bikes there). 
 

Recently Jane was in a car accident and her car was 

totaled.  She was traveling on 441 and a tie rod broke on 

her car.  One might say God was with her because she 

only suffered bumps and bruises.  The worst part was that 

the eye lashes could not be saved (on the car).  Bob, the 

wonderful husband that he is, said he will get new lashes 

for her new car.  Thanks to the Steffen family for all you 

do! 

 

On this page we are honored to feature individuals, 

couples and families of our church. We are so glad to 

be one big family of God from all walks of life. 
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Come worship with us! 

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677    Fax number 920-882-1461 

http://www.appfumc.org 

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton 

Pastor Jayneann’s blog: fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com 

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
           

             FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

             325 E Franklin St     

            Appleton, WI  54911             

 

      RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 

 
Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson 

 Nancy Hermanson  

 Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  

Lead Pastor: 
 Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Jayneann McIntoshJMcIntosh@appfumc.org  

Visitation Pastor 
 Dave Farina   DLFarina71@hotmail.com  

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &  

Bass Clef:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  

Wesley Handbells: 
     Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    

SonshineSingers:  

Gabriella Makuc 

gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu 

Genesis Choir: 
 Kyle Schleife  kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter  Molly@appfumc.org  

Custodians:   
     Francois Russell   Francois@appfumc.org  

     and Tom Martens 

 

           

 

 
Come out on Wednesday nights to Memorial Park in Appleton to 

Cheer on our Softball team! 

 

 June 7
th
 6:00 p.m.   FUMC vs. Mount Olive 

 June 14
th
 7:00 p.m.   FUMC vs. Xcel Sports 

 June 21
st
 6:00 p.m.  FUMC vs. Faith Lutheran 

 June 28
th
 9:00 p.m.          FUMC vs. Good Shepherd 

 

 

Worship at  
The Heritage 
June 13 at 2 p.m. 

 

I (Pastor Jayneann) will be leading the June worship service at 

The Heritage. I’m hoping to use this as a chance to get together 

with the residents one final time before I leave to be the pastor 

at Wausau: First UMC. Yes, we will have Communion. 
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