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A global celebration of joy based on Psalm 100,  

as all the earth sings as one, 

“Omnis terra, Jubilate!” 
 
 

  
 

By Dan Forrest 
 

Presented by the Festival Choir and Orchestra 

of 

First United Methodist Church 

on 

Sunday, May 20th at 10:00 a.m. 

In the Sanctuary 
 

 

May Memory Verse: 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
            Psalm 100:1 
 

 

     See page 8 for more about the Jubilate Deo 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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May 2018 Preaching Plan 
 

May 5/6, Communion 

Text: Mark 12:28-34 

Theme: The Greatest Commandment(s) in a Polarized World 

 

May 12/13, Mothers’ Day, Baptism Sunday, Graduation Sunday, Pastor Liz 

Text: Luke 15:1-10 

Theme: Finding What is Lost 

 

May 19/20, Pentecost, Pentecost Concert 

- Sunday: Combined worship at 10am 

Text: Psalm 100 

Theme: Jubilate Deo 
 

- Saturday: Francois Russell preaching 

Text: Acts 2:1-21 

Theme: Catching on Fire 

 

May 26/27, Memorial Day Weekend 

Text: John 3:1-17 

Theme: Discipleship in the Shadow of the Night 

 

 

continued on p. 3- Preaching Plan 
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Pastor’s Ponderings May 2018 

 

Easter and the Present Day Middle East Powder Keg 

 

Easter is my favorite holiday in the year. I got up this Easter Sunday morning and 

followed my regular Sunday ritual: Before rehearsing my sermon one last time I 

sit down on our living room couch with a cup of coffee in one hand and the news 

in the other. Oftentimes reading the news is not very uplifting; sometimes I have 

wondered if it was better to start the day, especially Sunday, with a more positive 

exercise. But there is a strange power in going to church with the reality in your 

heart and mind of some of the things that are going on in the world – sad as they 

may be. 

 

This Easter, however, I felt it provided an especially sad damper on my Easter 

Sunday when I read about the fighting between Palestinians and Israel on the 

Israeli border. On Good Friday, the day we commemorated the violent and unjust 

death of the world’s messiah, people lost their lives in battle with the forces of 

the new Israel.  

 

I always read news that cover the fighting between Israel and Palestinians with 

caution, because it seems that those news are particularly prone to a biased 

approach. I fully realize that I bring my own theological and political bias every 

time I read the news as well, but when it comes to the coverage of Israel and its 

neighbors I always have that feeling of mistrust, no matter whose side the 

coverage claims (or claims to not claim!) to support. 

 

 

continued on p. 3- Ponderings 

May may bring the musical highlight of 

our year thus far. On Pentecost Sunday 

we gather for a combine worship at 

10am to listen to our music ministry 

putting Psalm 100 into the languages of 

the world. If you can’t be with us that 

Sunday, please make sure you come to 

worship the night before as Francois 

Russell is preaching the sermon that 

night as special guest preacher. Many 

more worship highlights await us this 

month 
 

 



3 | P a g e  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ponderings continued from p. 2 – 

 

So this Easter Sunday morning I had to take a mental step back and say 

to myself: No matter who is right and who is wrong in the never ending 

drama of conflict since the formation of the modern state of Israel, it is 

sad, painful and wrong to see people, including teenagers, get killed in 

the drama. It is paradoxically sad to see that happen on the very day we 

remember that God desired to fix our brokenness on Good Friday. It is 

sad and a huge conflict that on the day we celebrate God’s success over 

evil on Easter Sunday morning, we have to learn about lethal shootings 

over national security and border disputes. And of course we ask: How 

did Jesus’ final 24 hours and his resurrection change the world? 

 

I’m not attempting to offer a quick answer to a 2000 year old question. 

Instead, I invite you to focus on God’s offering to the world! Every time 

we are confronted with the continued violence, injustice and brokenness 

in our world we have a choice: We can get numb over it, withdraw into 

compassion fatigue as to ignore it, and even grow cynical about a 

presumably failed fixing operation of God. Or, we can look the 

violence, injustice and brokenness of our world in the eye through the 

lens of Christ’s cross and the open tomb. What difference does that 

make? None in terms of preventing the evil that has already happened. 

All in terms of how you engage with a wounded world that is in 

continuous need of reconciliation through people who follow the 

wounded healer. Where do you need healing? 
 

Truly yours,  

                                                    
Pastor Markus 
 

As we finish up our program year, I want to 

thank you, First Church.  We have shown great 

discipleship through the many things that we 

have been a part of.  We started out this program 

year and continued throughout the entire year 

with a variety of classes that stretched us 

biblically, spiritually, relationally, and so much 

more.  We unified twice to do studies together 

(Advent and Lent) and created our own 

devotional for Advent.  That is only for the 

Adult Education portion!  We have done 

tremendous things in ministry with the children 

and youth of First Church (just look at all the 

children and youth have done this year).  We 

have collected many things to help those in need 

including: school bags with supplies, supplies 

for Children’s Hospital, COTS, NAMI & Iris 

Place, Homeless Connections, Help for the 

Homeless, support for the missionary we 

sponsor, Operation Christmas Child, and 

buckets for disaster relief, among many others. 

 

Our discipleship, however, is not done.  Jesus 

told us, “Go, therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that 

I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” 

(Matthew 28:19-20)  In all the instructions that 

Jesus gave, he never told us that we would hit 

completion of discipleship in our lifetime. 

 

I encourage you, even though the program year 

comes to a close this month, to be a part of 

summer small groups, and be active as Jesus’s 

hands and feet in our community. 

 

With God’s love, 

 
 
 
Pastor Liz 

 

Church Records 
 

 

Deaths: 

3-29-2018 

  Cleo Alexander Jr. 
   

 
 

New Phone Number 
 

Please note that 

Pastor Markus’s home 

phone number has changed. 

It is now 262-370-7197. 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 

 

 

Join us June 2 & 3 for a party!!  The one-year anniversary of the Capital Campaign here at First Church will be celebrated 

during the weekend services and at a special reception in Fellowship Hall following the 9:00 service on June 3. 

Nearly, $1,700,000 was pledged to update and improve the facilities of FUMC.  The building has been a beehive of activity 

during recent months with a multitude of workman completing a variety of projects.  Have you noticed the many changes 

which have taken place?   

As a part of the campaign, it was decided to make a donation of 5% to the community with a pledge to Habitat for Humanity.  

As it happens, this was the exact amount needed to build a home for a deserving family—AND, it also decided that the 

members of First Church would be the construction crew for this project.    

You will have the opportunity to meet the Vang family, the recipients of the house, on June 3.  

Come! Be a part of the festivity as we give praise to God for this special blessing in the life and ministry of First Church! 

 

 

It is another month of activity on the Capital Campaign Projects around and within the church facility.  Progress towards 

completion of the restrooms under the Narthex is well under way.  The restrooms have been de-constructed of existing 

fixtures and partitions, new plumbing has been roughed in and walls are being erected.  Windows for the 1964 school wing 

are being built by the vendor and an installation date will soon be known.  The biggest project on the list of projects, air-

conditioning for areas not currently air-conditioned and replacement of the existing electrical service panel is at this time 

being quoted by a number of vendors.  The Trustees will hear proposals during presentations from five Heating, Ventilating, 

and Air-conditioning vendors the first week of May. Four electrical contractors will also be submitting proposals after the 

HVAC vendor and type of system have been chosen. There are a number of solutions to how to air-condition areas of the 

facility not currently not air-conditioned.  The Trustees will evaluate the various vendor’s recommendations and costs and 

determine which system, vendor and cost best satisfies the facility’s needs as well as keeping the cost within what is 

budgeted.  It is the Trustees and Project Managers expectation that the air-conditioning project will be completed by 

September of this year.  Heating control quotes from vendors are also being gathered and it is the Trustees intention that new 

controls will be in place before the fall heating season begins.   

Architectural preliminary drawings for the Youth Lounge have been presented to a Youth Lounge task force group working 

on the project.  Ideas have been exchanged and further enhancement to the drawings is taking place.  It is the Trustees plan 

that the Youth Lounge be done during the summer months making the new remodeled area available for this fall. 

Thank you to all the members and friends of First United Methodist church for your support which is making all of this and 

more projects possible.  Your prayers and giving are appreciated, without your support all of this would not be taking place.   

 The Board of Trustees 
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 *Volunteer with us the morning of May 19th at Riverview Gardens 

 

*Participate in a group walk June 11th at 6:30 p.m. (weather permitting) leaving from Church 

 

*Recycle your excess electronics (see recycle event information below) 

 

Please let us know if you are able to join us by signing up on You Can Count on Me weekly bulletin insert or 

by contacting Heather Baker at hbaker1@new.rr.com  

mailto:hbaker1@new.rr.com
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The May MOM (Mission Of the Month) donation collection has been 

dedicated to the June Annual Conference of the Wisconsin United Methodist 

Churches In-Gathering Request.  This year the call out was for 5 gallon 

buckets filled with specific cleaning items.  This request was to address the 

need for responses to national disasters. 

 

Each bucket was estimated to cost $65 dollars. To eliminate the burden of 

cost to an individual or family, eight teams in the congregation and staff 

agreed to Adopt-a-Bucket, (Staff, Youth Ministry Team, Wednesday Book 

Study, Mission Ministry Team, SPRC, Concern & Action Ministry Team, 

Phoebe Circle and Church Council).  Due to transportation space in cars 

traveling to the Annual Conference the number was limited to eight. 

 

In addition to the Cleaning Buckets, Phoebe Circle will be sending 200 

schoolbags to the In-gathering.   All of the In-gathering Contributions from 

all the Wisconsin United Methodist churches will be transported to the 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Illinois for sorting and distribution.  

  

On Sunday, May 6th, 2018, after the 9 a.m. Service, the congregation at large 

will have an opportunity to participate in this project by contributing 

financial assistance to this project to cover purchase of the buckets, for 

transportation costs and any incidentals. Thank you for your help in this 

effort. 

 

 

Join the Conference on Facebook 
 

Are you connected with the  

Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Church on Facebook?  
 

‘Like’ the Conference page to keep up with UMC news during the week,  

get updates, and be the first to know about new resources available for you and  

your church. Go to facebook.com/wisconsinumc and ‘Like’ the Conference 

Facebook page! That way you can follow what happens during Annual Conference 

next month. 

 
 

Back by Popular Demand 

Annual 

Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale 

Art in the Park 

Sunday, July 29, 2018 

 

The VIM (Volunteers in Mission) 

Team will again hold their annual 

Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale 

during Art in the Park on Sunday, 

July 29th. This is a good time to set 

aside and donate any gently used 

jewelry, scarves and purses as you 

do your spring cleaning. We will 

begin collecting these items the 

beginning of May and will have 

marked containers by the church 

office for you to drop off items. If 

you have any questions and/or 

would like to help with this sale, 

contact  

Anne Bremer  (C: 920-915-6406) or 

Molly Endter  (H: 920-851-5968 or 

              C: 920- 993-1906). 
 

 

 

 

On May 8th Phoebe Circle will be having a pot luck salad luncheon here at First Church.  We would like to invite all 

women of the church to join us for food and fellowship. We will meet at 11:00 a.m. on May 8th in Fellowship Hall.  We 

will be serving some of the recipes from the salad luncheons of past years.  Reservations would be appreciated so we 

know how many places to set.  Please call the church office or Ellen Roe (734-7302) by May 4th to let us know you would 

like to join us. If you would like, dress in your fanciest clothes (dress?), hat and/or apron to celebrate luncheons of the 

past.  We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Thank you! 
 

Thank you to all who filled out class feedback surveys 

after participating in 24 Hours That Changed the 

World.  Your feedback is greatly appreciated, and I 

was excited to hear all of the ways that you are 

applying what you have learned.  You also had many 

good ideas for what you would like to learn more 

about, and we will offer what we can in this upcoming 

fall, along with other studies.  I encourage you, if you 

feel passionate about a specific subject to consider co-

facilitating a class.  We all can work together to get a 

better understanding of God’s Word for us. 

  – Pastor Liz 

 

 
Thank you for Your Prayers 

 

Through April, almost 100 people have signed up to pray for our church, staff, ministries and monthly activities.  Thank 

you to our many prayer warriors. And we are looking for more prayer warriors!   

 

There are plenty of dates open in May and June for prayer.  Please sign up today.  You can go to the church website, 

complete the prayer form and pick your date.  You can complete the You Can Count on Me bulletin insert and you will 

be contacted to get signed up.  The goal is to members of the congregation praying every day for the church.  You can 

pray anywhere and anytime.  Each month those signed up for prayer get some emailed prayer suggestions.   

 

A few comments from some of our prayer warriors: “I prayed several times for the church and staff yesterday and started 

my day with a prayer for them today… May our prayers be answered.”  “Praying for my church has been a 

blessing.”  “We don’t drive much anymore so some volunteer things are hard for us to do but we can pray for our 

church.”  “Thanks for the prayer suggestions.”   

 

Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who donated school 

supplies to Phoebe Circle! Phoebe Circle filled 

210 school bags! The bags will be taken to 

Annual Conference in June.  

 

 
 

 

The Festival Choir and Orchestra of First United Methodist 

Church will present Jubilate Deo by Dan Forrest on 

Sunday, May 20.  There will be one combined service at 

10:00 for this special worship experience.   

Dan Forrest’s Jubilate Deo brings to life the global aspect 

of the traditional Psalm 100 text, “O be joyful in the Lord, 

all ye lands,” by setting it in seven different languages and 

drawing from a wide spectrum of musical influences. Each 

movement combines some characteristics of its language-

group’s musical culture with the composer’s own musical 

language. The result is a stunning global celebration of joy, 

as all the earth sings as one, “omnis terra, jubilate!”  Come 

join with us for this spectacular musical worship 

experience in celebration of Pentecost. 
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               May 16th at 6:30 p.m. 

             in the Chapel 

 
 

 

About the movie: After suffering a family tragedy, Mack Phillips spirals into a deep depression that causes him to 

question his innermost beliefs. Facing a crisis of faith, he receives a mysterious letter urging him to an abandoned shack 

in the Oregon wilderness. Despite his doubts, Mack journeys to the shack and encounters an enigmatic trio of strangers 

led by a woman named Papa. Through this meeting, Mack finds important truths that will transform his understanding 

of his tragedy and change his life forever. 
 

Join us in the Chapel on Wednesday, May 16th at 6:30 p.m. 

for the viewing of the movie ‘The Shack.’ 

Also, enjoy some fresh popped popcorn! 
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THE VIM PLANT SALE  
 

The Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Team is holding its plant sale on 

the weekend of May 19/20.  It’s a bit later than usual to hopefully 

allow us to grab some of those later arriving plants.  The sale was 

expanded to include all day Saturday.  The team is looking for plants 

to be donated for the sale.  Please contact Pam Chitek (560-4479) if 

you have plants to donate.  There are people available who can come 

and assist you with your digging if you are unable.   

The proceeds from the sale are used to support the VIM mission trip 

in the fall.   

 

Here is the schedule for the Plant Sale:  

 

Friday, May 18th:  Plants can be dropped off at church 

 between 9 a.m.-6 p.m. in the gym 

Saturday, May 19th: Sale begins and runs from 9am-6pm 

Sunday, May 20th:   Sale runs from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 
 

What’s for dinner? 
 

 May 2 – Chicken Tenders 

 May 9 – Pulled Pork Sandwiches  
 

Thank you to our fabulous WNL Crew for great meals and hospitality! 

See you in the fall! 

Would you like to receive   

           weekly e-News? 
 

 

 

Our church office offers for you to receive a 

weekly e-News email. It conveys special 

reminders and shares timely announcements 

that deserve attention before they are in print 

for the weekend bulletins. It also contains our 

regular bulletin announcements in case you 

missed the weekend in church and want to 

stay up to date. 

We want to be conscientious regarding the 

amount of emails you receive and not send 

this to you automatically. If you would like 

to receive the e-News please contact the 

church office or sign up for it on the You Can 

Count On Me sheet in the weekly bulletins. 

You can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

 
GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that 

features some of the nation’s foremost Christian 

experts on grief and recovery topics.  The video 

seminars are combined with group discussion of the 

materials presented during the video, as well as 

participants sharing how they themselves are dealing 

with the death of their loved one.  Each week is a 

different topic. People can join at any point in the 

13-week cycle.  Classes will be offered at two 

different times each and every Tuesday:   

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m., OR 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.    

All classes will be held in the Wesley Room. 

Phyllis Freeman, GriefShare Facilitator  
574-2859 or pfreeman1@new.rr.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 JULY 23-27 from  

9 a.m. – noon 
Registration open NOW 

On our website www.appfumc.org ! 
 

 

 
 

“Many thanks to all who helped me celebrate 
my 100th birthday on April 14th! God Bless!” 

~ Lona Heublein 

http://www.appfumc.org/
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News 

 
Third Grade Bible Challenge 

Congratulations to Viktor Parker and Maggie Janousek for completing 
the third-grade Bible challenge!  Pastor Markus challenged our third 
graders to read through the first six chapters of Luke!  Viktor and 
Maggie received a gift bag with a mug, hot chocolate, candy canes, 
and books-of-the-Bible flash cards!  Great job! 
 

 
 
Join us in Fellowship Hall on Mother’s Day, May 13th for Muffins 
with Mom! Everyone is invited to come and enjoy some muffins 
during our Coffee Hour (10-10:30 a.m.) and celebrate moms of 
every kind!   
 

 

 Puppet Ministry is in need a people for May 20! 
Our puppet ministry is in need of two or three more people for a Sunday 
School performance on May 20th.   Please consider helping out this fun and 
creative group as they perform for and entertain the children for the last day 
of Sunday school.  Please contact Christine Ladewig at 
cladewig@appfumc.org for more information. 
 

Last Day of Sunday School 
This year has just flown by! It is hard to believe that we only have three more classes left!  Here is some 
important information to keep in mind as the year wraps up: 

 May 20th Sunday School will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. Children will have class for the first half and 
then enjoy a puppet performance during the second half.  

 June 3rd we begin our Summer Sunday School for children that are 3 years old – completed 1st grade. 
Older children that have finished 5th grade are welcome to help in the classroom. 

Flat Jesus is Back! 
On May 20th your child will be bringing home their Take-Out Faith kit.  This kit will be packaged so that it can 
be brought on vacations, day trip, or a simple trip to the gas station!  It is our hope that if you can’t make it to 
church then church can be with you on your summer adventures!  Don’t forget to decorate and photograph 
your Flat Jesus as you travel! Then post your pictures to our FUMC Kidz Konnection Facebook page so we can 
see what you and your family have been up to! Use the hashtag #FUMCKidzFlatJesus    
 

VBS Shipwreck! 
Registration links to register your child or to volunteer for this year’s VBS are on 
our website at www.appfumc.org!  There will be a fun gift for the first five 
people that register and all children that register by July 3rd will receive a free 
tote bag, t-shirt and cd (1 cd per family).   
  

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
http://www.appfumc.org/
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The Easter Offering is currently at $8093 ~ 10% will go to Loaves & Fishes of the Fox Valley, Inc. - along with 

the other donations from Wednesday Lenten services, Holy Thursday service, Good Friday service, children (pretzel 

sale, snack mix sale, village proceeds) and youth (super bowl, pancake breakfast) 

Total to Loaves & Fishes of the Fox Valley, Inc. is at $4337 

Every year First Church participates in an Ecumenical Good Friday Service with several other churches in the 

community.  This year many clergy in the Appleton Community, including Pastor Liz and Pastor Markus, felt heavy 

hearts for the violence that has encapsulated our world.  The clergy decided to designate the offering to Harbor 

House because of its mission to help those who have experienced abuse, one aspect of violence.  The ecumenical 

service collected $755 for Harbor House, and raised awareness to the many kinds of violence in our lives and how 

we react to them.  Thank you to all you attended and gave. 

 

A sketch by Jeff & Shelby Knezel’s daughter-in-law who is an 

art teacher and also does graphic recording (also referred to as 

sketch noting).  She did this sketch note while sitting in our 

church Easter Sunday. 
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Scrip Team Update: 
 

The Scrip program is chugging along steadily, and we hope to have another solid year like we did in 2017. 

As you might remember, we sold approx. $270,000 worth of Scrip cards in order to raise about $10,000 for the church 

Operating Fund. 

This year we have pledged another $10,000. 

We would like it to generate more than that, of course, and what that will take is a commitment by all of you to help, 

simply by purchasing a few cards a month, for necessities you will be buying anyway. 

Gas and groceries are the obvious consumables in your lives, but most of us also purchase clothing, home goods, gifts and 

even go out to eat once in a while. 

There are literally hundreds of retail options available in the Scrip program, so there are always plenty of options from 

which to choose, for yourselves, your family, friends and loved ones. 
 

If you’re the kind of person who doesn’t want to be bothered with writing checks, and would rather just use the Scrip 

program electronically – that’s no problem! We have several options available for easy access and use. Stop by the 

friendly folks at the Scrip tables and pick up some information to get started. 
 

Remember, the Scrip Team is always looking for new team members to provide input and assistance, especially those of 

high school and college age! Contact us today for more information. 

 

Thanks for your support,  

The Scrip Team 

 

  Plan Ahead for Spring Needs! 
 

No matter the weather outside this week, Spring will soon 

be on us, and that means planning ahead for seasonal travel, 

summer vacations, graduations, parties, Spring clean-up and 

fix-up projects, and new yardwork needs. 
 

Also, the end of the school year is coming up quickly, so 

plan ahead and be prepared. 

The Scrip Team would like to help! 
You know you have your favorite (and your kid’s favorite), 

teachers, coaches, choir and activity team leaders, daycare 

providers and babysitters – all who would appreciate a 

thoughtful gift card. 
 

Everyone can use gas, groceries, car washes, restaurant and 

shopping cards, and giving gift cards is easy! 

Why not get a few gift cards from your friendly Scrip 

Team, and help our church mission and your annual giving 

statement at the same time? 

Stop by our tables after or before service and pick up a few 

extra to have on hand. 
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Trish and Doug Hatch joined First Church in 1962.  

Trish was born and raised in Central City, Iowa, 

and graduated from Central City High School, 

Simpson College and UW-Green Bay.  Her major 

was Social Science.  She retired from Outagamie 

County Social Services-Volunteers in Offenders 

Services.  She is a breast cancer survivor! 

 

Doug was born and raised in Spirit Lake, Iowa, and 

graduated from Spirit Lake High School.  He also 

graduated from Simpson College, majoring in 

Psychology.  Trish and Doug met in college and 

just celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.  

Doug retired from Oshkosh Truck Corporation. 

 

They have two children, Danel Burchby, (see next 

column) and Nathan Hatch.  Both Danel and 

Nathan were baptized and confirmed at First 

Church.  Danel and Frank were married here and 

they have five children.  Nathan is married to Amy, 

lives in Sheboygan and they have four children. 

 

Trish likes playing tennis and traveling.  Doug also 

likes traveling, cars and sailing their boat, the 

OKOBOJI on Lake Winnebago.  Trish has been in 

charge of the Traveling Tea Party for a number of 

years, was involved in the Women’s Club, and has 

gone on a mission trip.  And now you know the 

Hatch family! 

 

 
 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Burchby Family 
 

Following are the lives and times of the Burchby family!  

Danel was born in St Cloud, MN but was raised in the Fox 

Cities and graduated from Menasha High School.  She 

graduated from UW-Eau Claire (BSW) and then from UW-

Oshkosh (MSW) both in social work.  She works as the 

Volunteer Outreach Coordinator at Community Circles of 

Support, a program of Goodwill Industries (helping people re-

integrate into the community after prison). 

Frank was born in Chicago, raised in Eagle River and 

graduated from Northland Pines High School.  He graduated 

from UW-Eau Claire with a BA in Criminal Justice; and the 

FVTC in Network Systems Administration.  He is an 

Application Analyst at ThedaCare. 

Patrick, age 21, is a metal fabricator; Isaac, age 19, is a student 

at UW-Eau Claire, math major (applied statistics) with physics 

minor.  Derek, age 18, is a Senior at Appleton East; Sierra, age 

6, is in kindergarten at Horizons; and Melissa, age 3 ½ was 

adopted from Haiti on October 7, 2017!   

Danel likes photography, gardening, and children’s activities, 

and is involved in Mothers of Growing Disciples.  Frank likes 

golf, hockey, and music and plays on the FUMC softball team.  

They like to travel and have trips to South Dakota and Los 

Angeles planned this year.   

Danel states, “We’ve all grown so much welcoming Melissa 

into our family six months ago.  After a long journey, she was 

able to come home and has amazed us with her social 

personality, huge smile, and how incredibly bright she is!”  

Melissa, welcome to your family and your church family as 

well! 

                                                        

Doug & Trish 

Hatch 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson  Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &  

Bass Clef:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Wesley Handbells: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Sonshine Singers:  

 Katie Nelson katharyn.e.nelson@lawrence.edu 
 

Genesis Choir: 
 Kyle Schleife kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu 
   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Francois Russell   Francois@appfumc.org  

  Tom Martens 

 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org  

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Follow us on Facebook – Appleton: First United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurchofAppleton/  

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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The Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church is 

blessed to have numerous committed Health & Welfare Ministries 

responding in the name of Jesus Christ to persons in need. Those 

served are of all religions and ethnicities, from all parts of the state. 

They include troubled children and families, those who are homeless 

unemployed, hungry, ill, disabled and aged. 

 

These Ministries grew out of the hearts of people within United 

Methodist congregations who were called to do as Jesus taught by 

serving others.  

 

On May 13th, our members, along with United Methodists throughout 

Wisconsin, will have the opportunity to support these ministries 

through contributions to the annual Golden Cross Offering. 
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