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Big Celebration on May 21st
Traditionally we have our Pentecost concert and our last-day-Sunday-School
celebration on the third Sunday of May. This year this falls on the same day as
the conclusion of our Capital Campaign so we thought let’s combine it all and
have a big party!
On Sunday, May 21st we will have a
combined service at 10:00 a.m.
Our choir will engage us in a festive celebration
concert, with great additional music throughout the
service. We will be invited to bring our Capital
Campaign pledges forward at the end of the service.
Afterwards there will be enjoyable snacks in
Fellowship Hall and entertainment for the kids in
the courtyard.
Please make sure to join us and to stay a bit after church for celebrating our faith
in God and the future we go into as we honor our past, grow into our future and
make Christian disciples.

May 18th
Email articles to
office@appfumc.org

May Memory Verse:
“Where there is no vision, the people will perish; but happy are those who keep the law.”
Proverbs 29:18
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-by
Pastor
Markus
What is an “Advance
Commitment Gathering?”
On Sunday, April 2 we held our
Advance Commitment Gathering
here at First Church for our capital
campaign. All members were
invited to attend this gathering and
consider making an advance
pledge toward our campaign.
The idea for such an advance
commitment comes from the
Bible. In 1 Chronicles 29:1-22 we
learn of the Biblical pattern for
receiving an offering for a capital
project. This is the story of the
building of the Temple. We find
that King David and the leaders of
the Temple set the example for
giving by making their
commitments first, in advance of
the rest of the Temple families.
The leaders gave willingly and
sacrificially and it served as an
encouragement for all other people
to make a gift later on.
We followed this example in our
church. The invitation has been
received very warmly; around 75
people attended the gathering. I am
deeply grateful for the many
pledges and generous gifts that
have since come in.
As of today we have received 40
advance pledges and gifts
totaling $704,218 which sets us
off to a very encouraging start.
These advance commitments build
confidence and provide inspiration
for us as a whole church and I am
excited to share the complete
results of the advance
commitments on the weekend of
May 5th and 6th when we invite

everyone in the church to receive a
pledge card and prayerfully
consider a pledge for our
campaign.

In May we will have a three-week
sermon series on our Capital
Campaign theme Honoring Our
Past, Growing Into Our Future Making Christian Disciples.

The Ladewig Family, Steve and
Jeni Spangenberg, Melanie
Griesbach and Matt Clarke
enjoying lunch at the Advance
Commitment gathering.

May 6/7
Communion Sunday
Text: Matthew 5:17-20
Theme: Honoring Our Past
May 13/14
Text: Primary: Acts 18:9-11
Theme: Growing Into Our Future
May 20/21
Capital Campaign Commitment
weekend, we are invited to return
our pledges
Text: Romans 12:1-6a
Theme: Making Christian
Disciples

Justin Torzala providing a musical
solo at the gathering.

May21 –
Join us for a special
CELEBRATION CONCERT @
A COMBINED SERVICE AT
10AM there will be a celebration
party for adults and kids following
the service.
May 27/28
Memorial Day Weekend
Text: Galatians 5:13-15, 8:31-36
Theme: Freedom

Church Records
Deaths
4-5-17 Archie Mauk
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From Pastor
Jayneann’s pen
Lead me to the rock that
is higher than I. Psalm 61
A colleague shared this verse at a
meeting yesterday. It was as if I’d
never heard it before. I think it’s
my new favorite psalm line. I read
it …
As God leading me to Christ
the Rock of my life;
As God helping me keep my
head above water when I’m in
danger of being swamped by
life; and
As God leading me to the
“greater” things God has in
mind for me that I might
otherwise choose to ignore.
(We do that sometimes, don’t
we?)
By now, you’ve probably heard
that First Church will be getting a
new and different Pastor of
Discipleship in July. I’ve accepted
an appointment to Wausau: First
UMC. This is exciting for all of us!
Though transition can be hard,
change is actually good for us.
Transition-times can be God-times.
We seem to listen for God better
when we’re off-kilter or less than
certain.
What word does God have for A1
(First Church) this spring? What
new ways is God leading you, off
the familiar path that you know so
well you don’t have to pay
attention?
What a grace-filled opportunity for
us! I will practice listening more in
my prayer time, discerning what
God might have in mind for me
and for both of the First Churches.
 I encourage you to do likewise.
This church was fabulous in
making me feel at home three
years ago. I’m sure you’ll do the

same for the “new kid.” But we
still have time together. I hope
you’ll join me in making the most
of them. In the meantime, Shalom,
and happy (grace-filled) listening!

Pastor Jayneann has
a blog called “Fierce
Joy & Hope” If
you’d like to check it out, go to
fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com

what if …
… (to borrow a question Pastor
Krystal once asked) you woke up
tomorrow morning and only had
the things you’d thanked God for
today?

GOLDEN CROSS SUNDAYISMAY 14
The Wisconsin Conference of the
United Methodist Church is
blessed to have numerous
committed Health & Welfare
Ministries responding in the name
of Jesus Christ to persons in need.
Those served are of all religions
and ethnicities, from all parts of
the state. They include troubled
children and families, those who
are homeless unemployed, hungry,
ill, disabled and aged.
These Ministries grew out of the
hearts of people within United
Methodist congregations who were
called to do as Jesus taught by
serving others. They are ongoing
expressions of the values of John
Wesley, the founder of
Methodism, since they are the
result of our call as United
Methodists for inner spiritual
discipline combined with outer
service to others.
On May 14, our members, along
with UMs throughout Wisconsin,

will have the opportunity to
support these ministries through
contributions to the annual Golden
Cross Offering

Join the Conference
on Facebook
Are you connected with the
Wisconsin Conference United
Methodist Church on Facebook?
‘Like’ the Conference page to keep
up with UMC news during the
week, get updates, and be the first
to know about new resources
available for you and your church.
Go to facebook.com/wisconsinumc
and ‘Like’ the Conference
Facebook page!
That way you can follow what
happens during Annual
Conference next month.

ADVANCED LAY
SERVANT MINISTRY
CLASS
“Discover Your Spiritual
Gifts”
Saturdays, May 6 AND May 13
9:00 am – 2:30 pm
First United Methodist Church,
813 Owena St., Marinette, WI
Leader: Rev. Kevin Dembinski
Cost: $17.00 which included the
cost of the book and postage.
Please make check payable to
North East District and send to
1025 Tullar Road, Neenah WI
54956. The book is “Each One a
Minister” by William J. Carter.
Deadline to register is: April 17.
Please bring your own lunch.
If you have questions or to register
contact Barbara Franken at
920.991.0548 or
bfranken@wisconsinumc.org
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Wednesday Book Study
Great Spiritual Migration
Brian McLaren believes that
even with discouraging comments
about the demise of faith,
Christianity is experiencing a
spiritual shift. “The Christian
story, from Genesis until now, is
fundamentally about people on the
move - outgrowing old, broken
religious systems and embracing
new, more redemptive ways of
life. It’s time to move again.”

profound truths. In Adam
Hamilton’s 6-week, DVD-series,
you’ll follow the life, ministry,
death, and resurrection of Jesus
through the Gospel of John and
understand the context of some of
the best-known verses in the New
Testament.

Thursday Noon Women’s Study
I Never Thought of Praying
That Way!
Thursdays, noon – 1 p.m.
The Women’s Noon Study group
will be talking about prayer. Why
do we pray? How do we pray? We
will consider the tried-and-true
prayers we have prayed for years
plus look at some new and ancient
practices for connecting with God.

Covenant Discipleship

Theology on Tap

Jesus calls each of us not only to
be disciples but to grow as
disciples.
Covenant Discipleship group
participants covenant with their
group members and with God to
practice habits in four areas (one in
each area of the cross) so that they
might grow in their walk with
Christ, in the ways they Love God
and Love Neighbor. Each group
meets weekly to talk about how
they’re is doing – where they’ve
succeeded, where they missed the
mark – supporting each other and
being supported in turn.

For conversation on relevant,
current topics from a faith
perspective in a relaxed, nonchurch environment, check out
Theology on Tap. Come, join new
and old friends as we share a bit of
our stories and talk about how we
notice the Holy.
Do you pray with a glum
expression or a hopeful
one? What would a
laughing prayer be like for
you?

Book Study
John: The Gospel of Light and
Life
Plans are being set in place to offer
this study of the Gospel of John in
the fall. If you would like to
support the Adult Christian
Education and Spiritual Growth
ministry of First Church, maybe
you’d like to contribute toward
purchasing resources (DVD, study
guides, etc.) for this or another
study.
The Gospel of John is the most
deeply spiritual of the gospels,
filled with rich images and

The Prayer Emphasis team has setup a Prayer Vigil and you are
encouraged and invited to be part
of it. It will span 24 hours over the
course of two days running from
6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on both
Friday, May 5, and Saturday, May
6th. Everyone is asked to pray

where they are for a period of 30
minutes, creating a chain as it
moves from person(s) to person(s)
linking us to God and to one
another. We pray: To continue
to grow in ministry in our
community; To be good stewards
to God's church; And, to listen for
God’s guidance in supporting the
Capital Campaign's goals to ensure
that First Church will remain with
OPEN DOORS at Drew and
Franklin for future generations.
Whether you've signed on for a
specific prayer time (you can still
do so by calling Birdie
Schottmuller at 268-6632) or not,
you are invited and encouraged to
pray. This is an opportunity to join
many, voice-to-voice and heart-toheart to speak to God and even
more importantly, an opportunity
to listen to His words.
From our Prayer Vigil Guide
(copies available at the Prayer
Vigil table just outside Fellowship
Hall), a prayer:
"God of the past, present, and
future, We come to you with
grateful hearts. Your steadfast love
and faithfulness have been our
foundation and hope. You have
molded First United Methodist
Church into a loving and serving
community. You have filled our
lives with the light of your living
Spirit. Open our hearts and minds
to your Spirit that we might
discern your plans for us.
Bless our endeavors to provide
sanctuary and a welcoming home
for all. Shine though us, that we
may reflect your love into the
world.
We pray that our present actions
will honor those who have come
before us and bless those who
come after us.
In your holy name we humbly
pray. Amen."
"God does nothing except in
response to believing
prayer." John Wesley
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SPRC
While change is happening at First
Churh we know that “Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and today
and forever”. (Hebrews
13:8) Pastor Jayneann will be
leaving us to take the next step in
her ministerial journey and we will
be welcoming a new Pastor of
Discipleship to our church. SPRC
thanks Pastor Jayneann for her
dedication and service to Appleton
FUMC. As a congregation we will
have the opportunity to express our
love and gratitude to Pastor
Jayneann before she bids us
farewell.
We ask that you pray for Pastor
Jayneann as she begins her
transition to Wausau. Based on
Colossians 1:3-6 – join us in
prayer. “We always thank God,
the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you,
Jayneann, because we have heard
of your faith in Christ Jesus and of
the love you, Jayneann, have for
all God’s people— the faith and
love that spring from the hope
stored up for you in heaven and
about which you have already
heard in the true message of the
gospel that has come to you. In the
same way, the gospel is bearing
fruit and growing throughout the
whole world—just as it has been
doing among you, Jayneann, since
the day you heard it and truly
understood God’s grace.” Amen.
Nancy Hermanson,
SPRC Chair

Monday Evening
Women’s Class
We were never meant to take this
journey of faith alone or in secret.
God has entrusted us with the great
and mighty gift of the gospel,
something too precious and lifegiving to keep to ourselves. The
summer study for the Monday
Night Women's Study group is
Entrusted: A Study of Timothy 2.
In this 6-session Bible study, Beth

Moore will encourage you to guard
what God has entrusted to you,
further His kingdom by sharing
Christ with others, and pour into
future generations just as Paul
once mentored Timothy. Because
in this journey of joy and hardship,
we need each other to stay the
course and live a life of
faithfulness.
It's $13.00 for the Study
Workbook, and I can order them
for people if they'd like me to. I'll
need the order by the first of
June. Please call Donna Leicht
with questions, 915-7715.

Throughout the Lenten season, the
children and youth were working
hard raising funds to purchase
animals for Heifer
International. But the
congregation was working hard as
well! All of the Wednesday Lent
offerings along with donations
given in lieu of Easter flowers also
are being given to Heifer
International. PLUS – the church
is donating a full tithe of the Easter
offering to this great program. So
all of you have contributed as well
and through your generous giving
the church raised a total of
$4897.54. With these funds we are
able to provide Heifer with:
10 – Flocks of Chicks
9 – Honeybees
8 – Flocks of Ducks
7 – Pigs
6 – Flocks of Geese
5 – Sheep
4 – Llamas
3 - Goats
2 – Heifers
1 - Water Buffalo

Phoebe Circle
On May 9th
Phoebe Circle will
be having a pot luck salad
luncheon here at First Church. We
would like to invite all women of
the church to join us for food and
fellowship. We will meet at 11:00
a.m. on May 9th in Fellowship
Hall. We will be serving some of
the recipes from the salad
luncheons of past
years. Reservations would be
appreciated so we know how many
places to set. Please call the
church office or Ellen Roe (7347302) by May 5th to let us know
you would like to join us. If you
would like to make one of the
standard salads from the past
luncheons there will be recipes as
well as Jell-O molds at the
Welcome Desk, or make a salad
favorite. If you would like, dress in
your fanciest clothes (dress?), hat
and/or apron to celebrate
luncheons of the past. We look
forward to seeing you there.

Thank you to the choir and
instrumentalists for the outstanding
musical presentation of Dan
Forrest’s “Requiem for the Living”
on April 2. The many positive
comments received all focused on
how this musical work ministered
to the soul. The hard work and
energy which went into the
preparation of this musical offering
are greatly appreciated by all who
were able to hear and experience
it.
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Mission of the Month
Wisconsin Conference Ingathering 2017
This year the Mission of the Month collection for May is focused on delivering Baby Care Items to the Annual
Conference of the Wisconsin Methodist Church to be held in June. The In-gathering is a joint effort by all the
churches in the Conference. The items will be taken to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center for delivery to victims
of disasters. This MOM collection is a separate collection from Phoebe Circle’s school bag collection which will also be
taken to the Annual Conference.
The donations requested are the items on the below list. They are urgent needs.
All items need to be new and unwashed.
Receiving Blankets
Onesies
Gowns/Sleepers
Cloth Diapers
The items can be placed in the labeled collection box next to the Wesley Room.
Thank you for your donations for this project.

In April we were thankful for:
~ The Sunday Counters: Terry Weinfurter, Julie
Hidde, Paul Siket, MaryAnn Wepfer, Kim Larsen,
Steve Spangenberg, Jill Brooks, Lee Martin, Gail
Malott, Doug Johnson, Ruth Henschel, Kelley
Price, Terry Anderson, Denise Anderson, Doris
Peters, Dick Best, and Bob Gabel.
~ Julie Anderson and Beth Sauder for coordinating
the Advance Commitment Luncheon. We
appreciate Julie and Beth along with the following
people who helped with the meal: Sarah Anderson,
José Concepción, Ellen Darcourt, Elizabeth Elrod,
Ethan Elrod, Evan Elrod, Katie Fetting, Travis
Fetting, Brigham Freeman, Ella Freeman, Peggy
Hayes, Mackenzie Larson, Lynda McLaughlin,
Fritz Melzl, Vienna Melzl, Gwen Miller and Don
and Sharon Theuerkauf.
~ Sue, Cade, Will and Chase Parker for filling the
worship bags with fun activities for the children
each weekend.
~ Jason Fetting, Sheri Fetting, Lynn Herge, Pastor
of Discipleship Jayneann McIntosh, Shelley
Offermann, and Lead Pastor Markus Wegenast for
their dedication to teaching Confirmation Classes
this year.

Thank you!
Thank you to everyone for all the cards, well
wishes, prayers, and meals during the time of our
illnesses. Your thoughts were greatly appreciated
and we certainly felt cared for and supported. We
are so glad to be part of this wonderful
congregation.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
Phil and Ellen Roe

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
$6 per person or
$13 max per family
What’s for dinner?
May 3rd –
May 10th –

Chicken Tenders
BBQ Sandwiches (last dinner)
Thank you! See you in the fall!

From the Capital
Campaign Prayer
Emphasis Team…
Let’s together seek
God’s wisdom and pray
for guidance as we
consider the funds
needed for the campaign,
our personal
commitment, FUMC’s
future, and God’s
handiwork in Appleton
and beyond.
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News

VBS 2017 – Maker Fun Factory
Vacation Bible School will take place July 24 – 28 from 9-noon. This year we are using Group Publishing’s Maker Fun
Factory. Kids will learn that they are “Created by God” and “Built for a Purpose”. Kids will rotate between stations like:
Game Makers, KidVid Cinema, Imagination Station, Bible Discovery, Snack Factory and more! All children ages 3 by
January 1 2017 – completed 5th grade are invited to attend this FREE event. Registration is due by July 3 and everyone that
registers before the due date will receive a free t-shirt, bag, and music CD (1 CD per family).
Online registration for students and volunteers is available by visiting our website at www.appfumc.org. Click on the link
for VBS. We can’t wait to see you there!

Upcoming Events
May 21 – Last day of Sunday School Celebration
June 4 – First Day of Summer Sunday School 3 years – completed 1st grade

Thank you!
Thank you so much for supporting our children’s fundraiser efforts for Heifer
International! This was a great opportunity for all of our children to be a part of
this project! All the children in grades K-5th made yummy snacks to sell during
coffee hour and they all had fun taking turns shaking milk jugs for our Noisy
Moola! Together they raised $848! Combined with the youth pancake breakfast
we were able to purchase 3 llamas, 1 cow, 5 flocks of chicks, 1 sheep, and 1 pig!

Last Day Celebration!
Join us on May 21 as we celebrate our last day of Sunday School! All grades will gather in
room 314 for special activities. After class there will be some yummy food in Fellowship
Hall and children are invited to come out to the courtyard for some fun games and crafts!
In case of rain we will gather in the gym. We hope to see everyone there!
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Ethan Michael Baker: son of
Heather and Paul Baker. Appleton
West High School. Ethan has been
involved in mission trips, vacation
Bible school and volunteering in
the church. He will continue to be
involved in the church by going on
mission trips, volunteer and
continue going to youth group.
When asked what Ethan likes best
about FUMC, he replied “the
atmosphere it gives off, also how
safe it feels and how nice everyone
is.” Hobbies & Interests: “love
playing sports and hanging out
with friends.” Psalm 27:1
Allison Lisa Butkiewicz: daughter
of Lisa and Jim Urbaniak and Dan
and Cheri Butkiewicz. Hortonville
High School. Allison has been
involved with music and mission
trips in church. She will continue
to be involved with these same
activities. Allison likes how
welcoming and not too crowded
and lout the church is. She also
likes the mission trips. Hobbies &
Interests: drawing, playing glute,
ukulele and piccolo (Pastor
Markus calls it pickle), and
gardening. Psalm 103:8-12
José Ramon Concepción III: son
of José and Amy Concepción.
Hortonville High School. José has
been involved in mission trips,
youth group, liturgist, volunteering
and 30hour Famine. José will
continue to be involved by
volunteering more, participating as
a liturgist, be on the softball team
and Jesus League. The thing José

2017 Confirmands

likes best about First Church is the
members. Hobbies & Interests:
baseball, music, reading, football
and biking. Psalm 144:1
Mia Clara Druckrey: daughter of
Sara Druckrey and Adam
Druckrey. Appleton North High
School. Mia has been involved in
Choir 1st -5th grade, teaching VBS,
Crop Walk, and participating in a
church service reading. She will
continue to be involved in First
Church by attending church once a
week, possibly participating in a
choir and teaching VBS. When
asked what she likes best about
FUMC, Mia responded “How
there are so many ways to be
involved.” Hobbies & Interests:
cross country, theatre, outdoors,
engineering and music. John 14:27
Ethan Richard Elrod: son of
Polly and Rich Elrod. Appleton
North High School. Ethan has been
involved in youth group, pancake
breakfast, helped with Kidz
Konnection, youth service and
greeter. He will continue to be
involved in mission trips. The best
thing about First Church to Ethan
is the learning environment.
Hobbies & Interests: playing
Pokemon Go, hanging out with my
brother and video games.
Romans 8:28
Travis Burton Fetting: son of
Jason and Sheri Fetting. Appleton
East High School. Travis has been
involved in mission trips,
volunteering and Sunday School.
He will continue to be involved in

mission trips, Jesus League, and
continue to attend church. The
thing he likes most about First
Church is the friendly people,
“everyone is nice.” Hobbies &
Interests: running and saxophone.
Ephesians 2:8
Brigham Robert Freeman: son of
Terri and Todd Freeman. Appleton
North High School. Brigham has
been involved in mission trips and
VBS. He will continue to be
involved in service, mission trips
and VBS. The thing Brigham likes
most about First Church is the
people and community. Hobbies &
Interests: comic books, Star Trek,
swimming and Memes. Micah 6:8
Amanda Harper: daughter of
Susan and Mike Harper. Kimberly
High School. Amanda has been
involved at First Church
volunteering to help watch the
little kids, going to church and
Sunday School. She will continue
to be involved by attending church
services and still going to youth
group. When asked what Amanda
likes best about First Church, she
replied, “There are a lot of cool
volunteer opportunities and
activities.” Hobbies & Interests:
Swim. John 6:35
Madelyn Hermes: daughter of
Terri and David Hermes. Kimberly
High School. Madelyn has been
involved in VBS as a preschool
leader and other volunteer
opportunities. She will continue to
be involved in church by
continuing to volunteer and help
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out VBS and go to church. The
thing that she likes best about First
Church is, “How everyone know
everyone and there are many
opportunities to help out and meet
people.” Hobbies & Interests:
softball and dance. John 15:5
Henry William Lading: son of
Shannon and Chris Lading.
Appleton West High School.
Henry has been involved in
mission trips last summer. He will
continue to be involved in First
Church by continuing to attend
service and youth group. When
asked what he likes best about
FUMC, he replied, “Pastor
Markus.” Hobbies & Interests:
playing bass guitar in a band.
John 6:35
Friedrich Melzl: son of Aric and
Tracy Melzl. Kimberly High
School. Fritz has been involved in
3 mission trips, Sunday School and
he has volunteered “at large.” He
will continue to be involved in
church by going to Jesus League
and on mission trips. What he likes
most about First Church is
Wednesday Night Live. Hobbies &
Interests: soccer, track, academics,
canoeing music and reading.
Psalm 62:1-2
Kelly Ann Robinson: daughter of
Ann and Marty Robinson. Xavier
High School. Kelly has been
involved in Sunday School, A1
Brass, volunteering and youth
activities. She will continue to be
involved at church with Jesus
League, volunteering, and maybe
mission trips. The things that she
likes best about First Church is the
people and the environment.
Hobbies & Interests: trumpet,
piano, singing, tennis, reading,
biking and theater. Matthew 5:16
Brendan Thomas Ryan: son of
Andrew and Michelle Ryan.
Appleton West High School.
Brendan has been involved in
going to church, being in bell choir
and volunteering. He will continue

to be involved at First Church by
attending church and volunteering
at events. His favorite thing about
First Church is “the great music we
hear from the many choirs.”
Hobbies & Interests: hockey,
comic books, baseball and board
games. Isaiah 53:4-6
Landen Charles Schwarz: son of
Leah and Mike Schwarz. Appleton
North High School. Landen has
been involved with confirmation,
services, and being on staff for
Vacation Bible School. He will
continue to be involved at church
by attending Jesus League and
services. What he likes most about
First Church is the “community,
new friends and awesome
pastors!” Hobbies & Interests:
running. Philippians 4:13
Nicholas Dennis Stan: son of
Terri and John Stan. Appleton East
High School. Nic has been
involved in helping during parade
parking, mission trip to West
Virginia. He will continue to help
by still going to youth group and
going on mission trips. What he
likes most about First Church is
“the people.” Hobbies & Interests:
trumpet and golf. Revelation 22:20
Kyra Grace Steenbock: daughter
of Ann and Greg Steenbock.
Appleton North High School. Kyra
has been involved by helping with
Sunday School, and participating
in the Family Christmas Orchestra
3 times. She will continue to be
involved at First Church by
attending “Jesus League, possibly
mission trips, possibly ushering
and helping with Sunday School.”
When asked what she likes best
about FUMC, she replied, “I like
that FUMC is welcoming to
everyone. There are so many ways
to get involved, as well.”
Hobbies & Interests: oboe and
drawing. 1 John 4:10
Justin Torzala: son of Dale and
Renee Torzala. Kimberly High
School. Justin has been involved at

church with choirs, music, mission
days (leaf raking, baking cookies),
Crop Walk, Riverview Gardens
and Sunday School. He will
continue to be involved at First
Church in music, Crop Walk,
Riverview Gardens and youth
group. What he likes best about
First Church is people, music and
opportunities. Hobbies &
Interests: volleyball, musical
theatre, writing, reading, piano and
singing. Matthew 5:16
Amanda Willis: daughter of Steve
and Heather Willis. Kimberly High
School. Amanda has been involved
at church through mission trips,
and volunteering. She will
continue to be involved in First
Church by attending church
services, baking cookies for Coffee
Hour, and playing with the Family
Orchestra on Christmas Eve. The
thing that Amanda likes best about
FUMC is the many opportunities
to get involved and the friendly
people. Hobbies & Interests: band,
baking and animals. Joshua 1:9
Bryce Wojta: son of Brenda and
Francois Russell. Appleton North
High School. Bryce has been
involved with mission trips, VBS
and youth group. He will continue
being involved at First church as a
VBS helper and going on mission
trips. What he likes best about
First Church is Wednesday Night
Live dinner. Hobbies & Interests:
sports. Psalm 55:22
Eric Zachek: son of Jane Zachek.
Appleton North High School. Eric
has been involved in the church for
a year, volunteering in multiple
events. He will continue to be
involved at church by volunteering
and going to services. When asked
what he like most about FUMC, he
replied, “The multiple volunteer
opportunities, and how involved
the church is with the community.”
Hobbies & Interests: biking,
reading, volunteering, working and
Boy Scouts. Matthew 5:16
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Children- please color this page and bring it to church.
You can give it to Mrs. Christine.
We will hang all of the colored pictures
around the church.
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Meet Our Staff Members

Kyle Schleife, tenor, pursuing
a bachelor of music degree in
music education choral/
general) with a minor in vocal
pedagogy & science from
Lawrence Conservatory. He
has studied classical and
musical theater voice with
Teresa Seidl and currently is in
the studio of Joanne Bozeman.
Opera director, Copeland Woodruff, has been a mentor for
stage management and assistant directing on opera theater
productions that include LU Fall Opera Scenes (2015), LU
Spring Opera Scenes (2016), Red River Lyric Opera
Company: Floyd’s Susannah (2016), Straight from the
Hip: Improvised Micro Operas (2016), LU Spring Opera
Scenes (2017). Onstage credits at Lawrence include Wat
Dreary, Britten’s Beggar’s Opera (2016); Expressions of
Acceptance: Improvised Micro Operas (2016). Schleife
has held a seat on the Lawrence chapter of National
Association for Music Education board (2015-2017), he
currently holds a seat on the American Choral Directors
Association board at Lawrence (2016-2017), and is
Lawrence Concert Choir’s co-social chair (2016-2017).
Genesis choir is the first experience taking on his own
conducting ensemble. He is thrilled to be part of the team
at First United Methodist Church.

GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that
features some of the nation’s foremost Christian experts
on grief and recovery topics. The video seminars are
combined with group discussion of the materials
presented during the video, as well as participants
sharing how they themselves are dealing with the death
of their loved one. Each week is a different topic.
People can join at any point in the 13-week cycle.
Classes will be offered at two different times each and
every Thursday: 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m., OR 6:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. All classes will be held in the Wesley
Room.
Phyllis Freeman, GriefShare Facilitator
574-2859 or pfreeman1@new.rr.com

Back by Popular Demand
Annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale
Art in the Park, Sunday, July 30, 2017
The VIM (Volunteers in Mission) Team will again hold
their annual Jewelry, Scarf and Purse Sale during Art in
the Park on Sunday, July 30st. This is a good time to set
aside and donate any gently used jewelry, scarves and
purses as you do your spring cleaning. We will begin
collecting these items the beginning of June and will
have marked containers by the church office for you to
drop off items. If you have any questions and/or would
like to help with this sale, contact Donna Frick (H: 7308584 or C: 470-8584)) or Anne Bremer (C: 915-6406).
Look for further details in the June Connections and
bulletins.

Danny Schierl
I am absolutely thrilled to direct
the Wesley Handbell Choir here
at FUMC!
I was born and raised in Neenah
and have enjoyed living in
various parts of the Fox Valley. I
am currently working on my undergraduate degree as a
Music Education major and German minor at the
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh. My love for handbells
was cultivated through my experience playing with the
UW-Oshkosh Handbell Choir. I have been playing
handbells for five years with various groups and have
enjoyed playing in large and small handbell ensembles, as
well as solo work.
I primarily play trombone and am a “jazzer” at heart. I also
study piano independently and play a wide spectrum of
genres. When I'm not studying music or German, I spend
my time outdoors, in my garden, and on the water.

Phoebe Circle
We would like to update you on the school bag project.
On April 11th we gathered and assembled 200 school
bags to take to the Annual Conference of the Wisconsin
United Methodist Church in June. We were able to do
this because of all the support and donations from this
congregation. These school bags go to a central
distribution center for the church and are distributed
both here and abroad. We wish to thank all those who
donated supplies to fill the bags as well as material to
make the bags. A special thank you to the members
who helped sew the bags this year: Dave Bentley,
Sharon Phillips, Sharon Buxton, Jo Holden, Terry
Weinfurter, Jill Brooks, Bonnie Leclair, and Ellen Roe.
Again, a Big Thank You for all your help and support.
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On this page we are honored to feature individuals,
couples and families of our church. We are so glad to
be one big family of God from all walks of life.

Ruth Gresham
We would like to introduce you to
our oldest member, Ruth Gresham.
Ruth was born in Detroit, Michigan
on July 29, 1916. She is the oldest
of seven.
She went to Detroit public schools
and then Wayne University (now
Wayne State University) for $50 a semester. Of course,
wages then were $15 a week. She taught school in Detroit,
Michigan, Columbus, Ohio, and retired in 1981 from
teaching at Wilson Junior High School. Her husband was
in the research department at Kimberly-Clark. They moved
into their apartment 30 years ago and she still resides there.
Unfortunately her husband passed away a year after they
moved there.
Since retiring, she has encouraged people to work for
Habitat for Humanity. In 1999, she received the “Volunteer
of the Year” award from the Community Foundation and
the Post-Crescent, as well as an award from J.C. Penney.
She likes to cook and read. She traveled all over the world
with Elder Hostel; her last trip when she was 93 to Chile
and Argentina.
She has three children, eight grandchildren and 14 greatgrandchildren. One of her daughters lives near St. Paul,
Minnesota and she has a group that makes wheel chair bags
and bags for homeless women in which to carry their
belongings. Ruth goes to St. Vincent DePaul on Thursdays
and buys fabric for that group. Her family had a 100th
Birthday Party for her and they requested that people bring
wool sweaters. She received six bags full of wool
sweaters! Mittens, etc. were made from those sweaters.
Friends shop for her and take her to plays; most recently to
see The Hunchback of Notre Dame. She loved it! She
renewed her driver’s license when she was 98 years young,
so she can drive until she is 108!
She joined First Church when Rev. Charlie King and Rev.
Dave Brice were pastors. Ruth, it was a pleasure getting to
know you!

The Fettings
We want to introduce you to Jason, Sheri, Katherine,
aka, Katie, and Travis Fetting. Jason grew up in
Alma, WI and works for Kimberly-Clark as an
electrical engineer. Sheri grew up on a farm in
southern Illinois and works part-time in the Appleton
West High School library. Jason and Sheri met in
Paris (not France, but Texas)! They were both
working for K-C and when they met Sheri was
wearing a hair net. Sheri said he married her anyway!
They were married at Metropolis, IL. (Remember
Superman?)
When they moved to Appleton, they visited First
Church and the next day she gave birth to Katie!
Katie is now 17 and is a junior at Appleton East.
Travis is 15 and a freshman at Appleton East. Both
are runners and participate in track and cross country
meets. The entire family participates in 5-K runs!
Katie and Travis have gone on several youth mission
trips. Katie’s favorite trip was to Montana. Jason
goes along as a chaperone (but Sheri is not allowed to
go because she is a MOM).
Jason and Sheri teach the confirmation class, and
Jason is also the liaison between Troop 2 and First
Church. All family members like to read, especially
Sheri. The family also enjoys the land they own at
Hayward, WI – hunting, fishing and playing on the
property! Thank you Fettings for all you do and for
being a part of the First Church community of faith!
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Trustees Capital Campaign Projects Update
The Board of Trustees of First United Methodist Church voted unanimously to hire a Project Manager to manage the
Capital Campaign capital improvement project list. It was felt by the Board of Trustees that due to the complexity of all
of the projects it would be in the best interest of the church’s members and pledging units that an outside firm Project
Manager is warranted. The consulting firm for the Capital Campaign, the James Company agrees with the Trustees
decision. Request for Proposal were sent out March 28th to seven construction firms in the area. Each of the firms was
invited to a pre-proposal walk-through of the facility which was held on April 4th. Five firms attended the walk-through
of the facility and viewing of the outside structure. A deadline of April 18th has been set as the last date inquires can be
made by the contracting firms to the church. All inquires are to be answered by April 21st. Proposals of cost structure
from the contracting firms, to provide the services of the Project Manager are due by April 25 th. Notification of the firms
not to be interviewed as well as those to be interviewed will take place by May 3rd. Additional interviews of the
shortlisted firms, if required, will take place May 16th. Selection of the firm to provide the Project Manager will take
place May17th. The Project Manager will manage the projects, get contractor bids and provide oversight as to assurance
the work is completed on time and within budget. The project list line items from start to finish will most likely run the
full three years as the pledging is spread over the three year period. The upside total dollar amount of all projects as,
listed in the Request for Proposal is $1,700,000.
The Board of Trustees
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Come worship with us!
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 920-734-2677 Fax number 920-882-1461
http://www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton
Pastor Jayneann’s blog: fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible
Ministers:

All members and friends

Lay Leader:
Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
Staff Parish Relations Chairperson
Nancy Hermanson
Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com
Lead Pastor:
Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Jayneann McIntoshJMcIntosh@appfumc.org
Visitation Pastor
Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org
Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &
Bass Clef:
Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
Principal Organist:
information.
Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net
Pianist:
Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com
Wesley Handbells:
Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com
Grace:
Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
SonshineSingers:
Gabriella Makuc
gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu
Genesis Choir:
Kyle Schleife kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Wessley cswessley@yahoo.com
Building & Technology Manager:
Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org
Finance Manager:
Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org
Administrative Assistant:
Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org
Office Assistant:
Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org
Custodians:
Francois Russell Francois@appfumc.org
and Tom Martens
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Walk in Choir
June 11
This year, we’ll have two walk-in choirs, one in
June, and the other in July. Will you join us? On
June 11, we will gather in the sanctuary at 8:15 to rehearse. Then we
will sing for both the 9:00 and 10:30 services. As the newsletter goes
to print, the song is yet undetermined, but you’ll want to join the
group and give Pastor Jayneann a terrific send off. It's such a joy to
share music with others! Call or email the church, if you can, so we
can have enough music.

Plant Sale Update
With regret, the Volunteers In Mission Team has decided to cancel
the annual plant sale scheduled for May 6-7. This sale has been a gift
to the church family and community that we have enjoyed offering
for many years. However we have just learned of a strange invasive
species known as "jumping worm". There is some evidence it has
been found in the Appleton area. This pest is destructive to soil,
breeds quickly, and there are no known ways to eliminate it. After
careful consideration, the VIM team chose to express its concern for
the care of God's good earth by not chancing the unintended spread of
the worm's eggs that might be in the soil of our gardens.

