
March 2018 Volume 57, Number 3 

   
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

  

  

 

Inside 

 
 

2   Pastor’s Ponderings 

2 Pulpit Preview 

2 Preaching Plan 

3   Message from Pastor Liz 

4   Capital Campaign Update 

4  e-News Opportunity 

4 WNL 

5 Help for the Homeless 

5 Church Records 

6 Women’s Retreat 

7 Adult Christian Education 

8 Generous Giving 

8  Letter from the Bishop 

9 Special Church Conference 

9   Transportation Ministry 

10 FUMC Kidz News 

11 Biblical Village  

11 Library News 

12 Youth Ministries 

13 Prayer Ministry 

14 Our Church Family 

15 Our Church Family 

16 Jubilate Deo- save the date! 

16 VBS- save the date! 

 

CONNECTIONS 

Published monthly by First United Methodist Church - Appleton, Wisconsin 

“Making Christian Disciples” 

March 15th  

Email articles to 
office@appfumc.org 
 

 

 
 

 
                                  
                                                                     

 

                                                

Maundy Thursday March 29th at 6:15pm 

 

Good Friday March 30th at 6:15pm 

 

Easter Services 
Saturday, March 31st at 5:30pm in the Chapel 

 

Sunday April 1st at 9am* & 10:30am* in the Sanctuary 
 

*Staffed Nursery (infants-age 4) 

 

March Memory Verse: 
 

 39 Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed 
 his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”          Mark 15:39 
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March 2018 Preaching Plan 
 

March 3/4, Communion, Pastor Liz preaching 

Theme: Condemnation and Rejection  

Text: Mark 14:53, 55, 61-68, 70-72 - Peter’s denial and Jesus’s 

initial trial 
 

Wednesday, March 7th   

Lenten service 6:15pm, Francois Russell preaching 
 

March 10/11 

Theme: Avoidance in Leadership 

Text: Mark 15:1-15 – Barabbas chosen to go free over Jesus 
 

Wednesday, March 14th   

Lenten service 6:15pm, Pastor Gordon Lind preaching 
 

March 17/18 

Theme: Utmost Humiliation 

Text: Mark 15:15b-23 – Soldiers mocking Jesus before carrying 

cross 
 

Wednesday, March 21st  

Lenten service 6:15pm, Pastor Liz preaching 

 

continued on p. 3- Preaching Plan 
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Did Jesus’ Final 24 Hours Change the World? 

 

As a Christian I have often wondered what difference Christ’s church has made in this 

world. Even as a teenager I found myself asking this question. It is a fair question to ask 

and it seems to me that answering this question productively has to engage and wrestle 

with cynicism and discouragement:  

 

It is easy to be cynical: “These 24 hours brought the medieval crusades, forced baptisms 

by European in ‘newly discovered land,’ silence regarding the initial holocaust, etc.” 

 

It is easy to be discouraged: How did the 24 hours change the world when we painfully 

think of… 
 

… our society’s struggle with all forms of discrimination? 

… our world’s struggle to make immigration and help to refugees fair and save? 

… sexual assault that happens every 107 seconds in the United States? 

… 709,000 people in need of food stamps in Wisconsin alone (304,000 of which       

     are children; 2016 numbers)? 

… our nation’s struggle to keep schools and any public place safe? 

 

We cannot NOT ask these questions! But we also can’t become discouraged and numbed 

by them. Just a few hours after the terrible shooting at the school in Florida that cost 17 

people their way premature violent death I’ve been reading postings on “compassion 

fatigue” – people who have a hard time emotionally reacting to the terrible news because 

such news seem to get too “normal.” In 2018 alone we’ve already had 7 intentional 

shootings at schools (as of February 15). Even if you haven’t heard about them you may 

be affected by compassion fatigue by just remembering the last “big” shooting in Las 

Vegas. I don’t think anyone is immune to compassion fatigue – but it’s a condition that 

can be treated.  
 

continued on p. 3- Ponderings 

“24 Hours That Changed the World” – it’s the title  

of the church wide book study and Lenten message 

series that we have started as a church. We have 

begun our journey through Jesus’ final 24 hours 

before he would be crucified on Good Friday. These 

24 hours where the (preliminary) culmination of his 

ministry. Matthew, Mark and Luke each dedicate a 

full two chapters to Jesus’ final 24 hours, John a full-

fledged 5 long chapters. Jesus’ last 24 hours have 

been set into movies, art and music, most famously 

probably the St. Matthew passion of Johan Sebastian 

Bach. I’m excited to take a close look at these 24 

hours with you for the next 6 weeks and I hope we 

will get a sense of how these 24 hours changed not 

only the world but our lives too. Let’s see if that 

happens…! 
 

 
March 

2018 Pulpit 

Preview 
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Ponderings continued from p. 2 - 
 

Jesus’ final 24 hours were final in terms of his earthly life. As Easter 

people we are invited to belief in the power of the hours, days and years 

post Good Friday. God offers this world a new way of life, life that is 

marked by the risen Jesus who has power for us to fight our fatigue and 

invites us into being change agents. Every day you and I get up Christ 

rises with us to be people who affect, infect, their environment. We can’t 

sit in our fatigue and wait for Jesus’ second coming to bring ultimate 

deliverance and change.  

I wholeheartedly believe in Jesus’ physical return, just as we 

 proclaim every time we celebrate communion. And I 

 wholeheartedly believe that Jesus calls us to work on change 

 in the meantime. The world did not become free from 

 bondage to sin in an instance when Christ died – but the 

 world, communities and individual people bring freedom 

 when they follow the risen Jesus and leave their fatigue 

 behind. 

 I also believe that there are specific actions which Christ calls us as First 

Church to take on, some we already have, some are still waiting for us to 

take on. Which ones do you think they are? 

Truly yours,  

                                                    
Pastor Markus 
 

Well, First Church, it has been seven 

months since we have begun ministry 

together.  I never cease to be amazed 

how God is working here.  In a little 

over a half year, we have become 

fantastic ministry partners, and I 

thank God every day for you.   

 

As we continue in ministry, I want to 

encourage you to continue to push 

yourself in your faith, and in your 

spiritual growth.  Some of us may be 

tired of being told we need to grow 

because we are already in so many 

classes.  Some of us may not feel that 

studies are for us.  God works 

sometimes in mysterious ways.  

Allow yourselves to let go and let 

God. 

 

May God bless you as you listen to 

God’s Word and God’s calling on 

your life. 

 

With God’s Love,      

 

 

Preaching Plan continued from p. 2 - 
 

March 25 (Palm Sunday & Passion Sunday) 

Theme: The Power of Last Words 

Text: Mark 15:25-39 – The Crucifixion 

 

No worship on Wednesday in Holy Week! 

 

Holy Thursday, March 29th 6:15pm 

Communion, Pastor Markus preaching 

 

Good Friday, March 30th 6:15pm 

Pastor Liz preaching 

 

Saturday, March 31st 5:30pm 

Easter service 
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Capital Campaign Improvements 
 

It has really been exciting around the church property these past six 

months.  The accomplishments toward our Capital Campaign 

Improvements list have progressed at a rapid pace.  

The update and remodel items are not going to slow down.  More items 

are in the works and more are added each time at the monthly Board of 

Trustees meeting.  Looking forward to what is on the agenda thus far.  

We have multiple projects in various stages, such as getting architectural 

drawings for the restrooms below the Narthex and the Youth Lounge. 

The lower level restrooms and Youth Lounge work will begin sometime 

this spring.  New windows throughout the 1964 building will be decided 

upon as relates to type of window and supplier very soon, most likely at 

the next Board of Trustees meeting.  Air-conditioning and heating 

control quotes as well as the electrical upgrade are in process.  This 

project is most likely the biggest project of all the projects on the Capital 

Campaign list of projects.  Included in this project is air-conditioning all 

of the Sunday school room classrooms, Fellowship Hall, Wesley Room, 

Sanctuary and replacement of the existing air-conditioning units in the 

Asbury Lounge.  This project is being combined with new electronic 

zoned, computer controlled thermostats throughout the entire facility 

replacing the current outdated pneumatic controls.  It is hoped that the 

air-conditioning and controls will be completed before the hottest part of 

the summer months.  Of course all depends on the obtaining of quotes 

and work schedules of the contracted vendor. 

All of the lighting upgrades to LED energy saving fixtures and lamps 

have been completed.  The Sanctuary was funded through Endowment 

and the Building Fund.  In the Sanctuary additional lighting to illuminate 

the chancel area has been installed and each of the original pendant 

fixtures now has three lamps instead of the one per fixture before the 

upgrade.  The old lamps in the 18 pendant fixtures totaled 9,000 watts of 

energy the new LED lamps total 1,400 watts of energy for the 18 pendant 

fixtures.  This equates to an 85% in energy savings on our electrical 

usage for the Sanctuary lighting.    

It is a wonderful feeling each month to update all of the members and 

friends of First United Methodist Church regarding the progress that has 

been made and what is yet to come. 

Thank you and God bless you for your prayers, appreciation and 

monetary contribution to our Capital Campaign Projects.                                               

  

 The Board of Trustees 

 

 

The Board of Trustees 

 

 

 
 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 
 

What’s for dinner? 
 

 

 March 7-   Spaghetti & Meatballs 

 March 14- Bangers & Potatoes 

 March 21- Spring Picnic- Brats & Hot dogs 

 March 28- Roast Turkey & Dressing 

Would you like to receive   

           weekly e-News? 
 

 

 

Our church office offers for you to receive a 

weekly e-News email. It conveys special 

reminders and shares timely announcements 

that deserve attention before they are in 

print for the weekend bulletins. It also 

contains our regular bulletin 

announcements in case you missed the 

weekend in church and want to stay up to 

date. 

We want to be conscientious regarding the 

amount of emails you receive and not send 

this to you automatically. If you would like 

to receive the e-News please contact the 

church office or sign up for it on the You 

Can Count On Me sheet in the weekly 

bulletins. You can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

Sunday, 
March 11th 
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        Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive 

     Continues through March 11 

 
 

91.9 The Family Radio Network’s annual Help for the Homeless” hygiene 

drive’s goal is to collect enough new personal care and cleaning products to 

cover a year’s worth of supplies for area crisis agencies, such as Harbor 

House, Fox Valley Warming Shelter, and The Homeless Connection. Most 

urgently needed items are cleaning supplies, laundry soap, garbage bags, 

hair and dental care, (no mouth wash, please), baby diapers, paper products, 

personal hygiene and feminine care. Food Share (formerly Food Stamps) 

does not cover the cost of non-food items such as soap and diapers so 

donations such as these are vital in supporting families in need.  In 2018, 80 

crisis programs in 15 area communities will participate. All our donations 

will stay in this area. What difference can a jug of laundry soap, bottle of 

shampoo, or stick of deodorant make?  A great deal as you can read from the 

below statement: 
 

 

The donation box at First Church is located close to Fellowship Hall.  Please 

consider a donation to help those in need.  A complete list of suggested 

donation items is on the Mission Board across from the Welcome Center.   
     

~Thank you from the Mission Committee 

 

 

 

 
Thank you, thank you thank you.  Phil and I would like 

to thank everyone at First church for all the prayers and 

cards as I recovered from my broken shoulder.  The 

Meal Train provided by this church kept us from being 

food challenged as I was unable to cook and Phil does 

not cook.  I send out a huge thank you to all those who 

brought us meals. Everything was absolutely delicious 

and we so appreciated your willingness to help us out. 

We are so grateful for our church family and all the 

support we have received.  I am healing and working 

on therapy now to regain movement. 

      Gratefully, 

 

 Ellen Roe  

 

 
THANK YOU FROM HOMELESS 

CONNECTIONS 

(EMERGENCY SHELTER) 
 

 “THANK YOU” to those who 

donated items to the collection for 

Homeless Connections in January.  

120 items were delivered to the 

Shelter at the end of the month!!  
Donations included laundry supplies, 

kitchen supplies, office supplies, 

personal care items, towels, and 

pillows. Many calendars were also 

provided. They were very grateful for 

your generosity. 
 

 

Church Records 
 

 

Baptism: 
 

02-18-18 

  Harrison Cody, son of  

  Dylan and Kaylin Seubert 
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Calm in the Storm
 

Pictures and thoughts from the weekend… 
 

                               
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

God is always there – gives us touch and 

holding when we reach out 

 

Slow down, enjoy life & take time for myself 
 

Remember to thank God 
 

Be positive 

 

Overwhelming Calm 

 Great to think of imagery, words, phrases, songs, experiences 

Helped me to relax & be centered & mindful of god’s love & grace 

   Good reminder that the Holy Spirit is always present 

 Conversation after self-reflection was loved 

Could reflect on past and present – God is always present 

 Enjoyed being able to look inward and outward 

 
Allowed time to reflect about things that have happened in life and to feel the pain/healing that occurred too 

Spending time one verse at a time – good way to discover new things in God’s word 

Slow down when reading scripture – seeing things that may be missed when reading long segments 

Opens mind to see more possibilities when spend time focusing on verse by verse of scripture 

Quieting down is a dangerous thing.  Walls of protective behavior come down. 

LOVED THE BALANCE OF FREE TIME vs STRUCTURED TIME 
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Since we are in the middle of 

Lent this month, let’s 

celebrate some of the things 

that we have done in  

over the past month. 
 

Calm in the Storm  

Women’s Retreat 

We had a fantastic time at Pine 

Lake United Methodist Camp 

where we focused on resetting our 

eyes on God, calming of anxieties, 

different ways of devotion, and 

where to put our energies. Twenty-

nine women attended!  Praise God! 

 

John: The Gospel of Light and 

Life Study 

This study began January 3rd and is 

in full swing until March 28th.  

Discussions have been very lively 

including lots of laughter.  This 

class has 11 participants.  Praise 

God! 

 

Neither Wolf Nor Dog Study 

Our Theology on Mondays group 

is currently diving into a book 

about Native American experience.  

Finding common ground with our 

Native American brothers and 

sisters finds its way as a difficult 

path yet of great importance.  This 

group has 9 members.  Praise God! 

 

When Did God Become a 

Christian Study 

Offering this study for a second 

time has provided yet another 

platform to have deep conversation 

about our understanding of God.  

Our Wednesday Study Group has 

dived into yet another intriguing 

book.  Our Wednesday Group 

during this study has 26 

participants.  Praise God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Braving the Wilderness Study 

Our Tuesday Afternoon group has 

been very inspired and captivated 

by this book by Brené Brown. The 

book challenges us to get to a 

place of true belonging without 

compromising who we are.   

This class has 12 participants.  

Praise God! 

 

Testimonies from our 

Current Facilitators: 
 

“A facilitator’s worst nightmare is 

asking a question and there is no 

response—just dead silence.  That 

doesn't happen with FUMC 

groups!  The participants share, 

they respect differences of opinion, 

and the facilitator’s main job is to 

give the signal to start and let the 

group know when the time is up!” 
 

“Ever want to dig into a 

challenging theological or 

spiritual book and want others to 

share in your interest and later 

discuss it?  If so, we have a terrific 

opportunity to do this at FUMC.  

Facilitating a group like this is 

rewarding and most often you meet 

new people! It is amazing how 

easily discussion questions can be 

developed, fostering group 

interaction.  Before you know it, 

another book is discovered, the 

same people want to discuss it, 

others want to join, and ones’ faith 

life is being enriched 

tremendously. As a facilitator, you 

guide.  And, not to worry, you are 

not responsible for teaching and 

knowing the answers!”  
 

“In my experience, 

FACILITATING a discussion of a 

book chapter hardly resembles the 

TEACHING I once did in school 

classrooms.  Adult readers love to 

discuss what they're reading, so all 

they need is a prompt.  A few key 

sentences or a paragraph from the 

text is usually all that's needed to 

start a good discussion.”  

 

 

 

 

“God’s Word is so exciting that I 

can’t wait to discuss it with others. 

I learned from Pastor Marcus and 

Pastor Liz that it doesn’t have to 

be hard. I’m learning from 

members of the classes that what it 

really takes is reading the 

Scriptures and applying it to our 

lives. Each person has a voice and 

we learn from each other. I just 

have to pre-read the material and 

ask the questions. An outline helps 

so that we’re all on the same page. 

The Holy Spirit inspires, directs, 

counsels, and produces the faith 

that comes from studying the Word 

of God. It is a blessing and an 

inspiration to facilitate a 

discussion around the Bible.” 

 

 

Get Ready to Sign up for 

Post-Lent Opportunities: 

 Movie Nights 

 (April 18th, May 16th) 

 Living with Hearing Loss 

(April 12th 9:30-11am) 

 Liturgist and Communion 

Server Training (May 6th 

11:30am-12:30pm) 

 Pet Blessing Service  

(In May) 

 AND MORE 

 PLUS….Summer Small 

Groups in June 

(Kayaking/Biking/etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us in the Chapel on 

Wednesday, March 21st 

following the Lenten Worship 

for the viewing of ‘War Room’ 

and popcorn! 

Facilitation is not as hard as it may sound.  If you would like 

to be a part of a co-facilitation, please contact Pastor Liz. 
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It is exciting to share the good news about the generous giving that happened throughout 2017 here at 

First Church!  We joyfully celebrate that through Connectional Ministries within our apportionments 

along with our own local and international giving, First Church has donated over $94,391 in 2017.  That 

is nearly 11% of our budget – up nearly $5,000 from last year!  Here are a few of the organizations that 

we have supported: 

 

UMCOR Hurricane Relief $8,309 

Leaven $1,500 

COTS $875 

NAMI $75 

Salvation Army $6,302 

Harbor House $100 

Gideons $101 

Loaves & Fishes $440 

Warming Shelter $200 

St. Joe’s Food Pantry $200 

Homeless Connection $200 

Fox Valley Literacy Program $200 

Riverview Gardens $200 

Suicide Awareness $100 

Community Clothes $200 

Heifer $4,904 

Boys and Girls Club $200 

Missionary Ndjungu $4058 

World Communion Sunday $309 

Native American Sunday $140 

One Great Hour $552 

Human Relations Sunday $201 

Peace with Justice $150 

Golden Cross Sunday $413 

Senegal Golf $770 

Garrett Scholarship $450 

Connectional Ministries $63,242 

 

Jesus said, “If you want to be perfect, go sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.”  

Thank you for the generous giving from each and every member in 2017! May we all know that we have helped others 

feel and see the presence of God working through us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Word on Apportionments 

Apportionments is the fancy name for the financial contribution every United Methodist Church must pay to our 

conference office. This can also be referred to as “connectional giving.” Some of the money stays with the Conference 

while a big chunk of it goes to ministry on a nationwide and international level. Each church’s apportionments are 

individually calculated by a complicated formula based on size and budget of the local church. First Church Appleton  

has been very diligent in paying its apportionments monthly. We are one of the largest contributors in the state (we paid  

$132,563 in 2017). Please find the article of thanksgiving from our bishop below. It contains additional information about 

what our connectional giving accomplishes… 
 

 - by Bishop Jung 
 

Psalm 104:33 – “I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being.” 
 

My brothers and sisters, thank you!  Let us celebrate and sing, rejoice and be glad. Together, we have done a wonderful 

thing!  Because of our commitment and generosity, lives have been saved, people have been given hope, and the loving 

grace and power of Jesus Christ have been shared around the world. God is doing amazing things through us, and we 

should be joyful. I want every pastor in our Conference to share the good news with the whole congregation: Wisconsin 

Conference paid its General Church apportionments in full, 100%, for 2017. In fact, we paid our commitment to Africa 

University at 105%! 
 

Many in our Church live under a myth about apportionments. They feel these are administrative costs, or pay insurance, 

or overhead, or salary support. And while a very small portion does go to these costs (less than 6%), the vast majority 

fund life-saving, faith-raising, hope-giving mission and ministry locally, denominationally, and globally. 

In Wisconsin, we have camps and campus ministries and mission teams funded through our apportionments. We support 

health and welfare ministries, young clergy education and development, clergy and laity training, new congregational 

development, and a host of mercy and justice ministries. Our Boards of Ordained and Lay Ministries are funded. Local, 

jurisdictional, national and international missions, ministry, projects, and programs are supported. 

continued on p. 9-  Bishop 

 

Globally, we help The United Methodist Church be early on the spot in times of natural disasters and human suffering. 

http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3978:rejoice-give-thanks-and-sing&catid=79:soul-food&acm=43922_409
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Bishop continued from p. 8 - 

Globally, we help The United Methodist Church be early on the spot in times of natural disasters and human suffering. 

This year, Wisconsin was present in Mexico, Florida, Texas, Puerto Rico, South Dakota, Haiti, Zimbabwe, and a host of 

other locations around the world through our connectional and second mile giving. We support Sager Brown in Louisiana 

and Midwest Distribution in Illinois, numerous local and national projects through Volunteers in Mission, and 

internationally through International Volunteers in Mission, and many ongoing projects through our denomination. 

We are in partnership with many of our General Boards and Agencies, and the ministries they carry out. We celebrate 

United Methodist Committee on Relief, The General Boards of Global Ministries, Church and Society, Pensions and 

Health Benefits and others. We are connected to our General Council on Finance and Administration, United Methodist 

Communications, Discipleship Ministries, the Commissions on Archives and History, Religion and Race, and the Status 

and Role of Women. We have been richly blessed, and superbly resourced by many of these agencies. 

We are in ministry, together. I openly acknowledge that for many of our churches it is a struggle to pay apportionments in 

full. It has been a sacrificial struggle for the Conference to make apportionment payments to the General Church a 

priority, as well. But we know that there is no greater, or more faithful way for us to be in ministry together than to 

celebrate our connectional identity and recommit to our Wesleyan roots by funding first the works of justice, mercy and 

truth. We may argue over theology, and we may have vastly different understandings of the meaning of scripture – we 

may even debate the structure and future of the denomination, but what doesn’t change is our commitment to be a witness 

for Christ in the world. That is what paying apportionments is: our witness of the love and grace and power of Christ in 

the world. When we all do our part, God blesses us and the Holy Spirit works through us to do amazing things. 

And so, once more, I thank you. I encourage you to celebrate that we paid 100% together as a Conference of The United 

Methodist Church. I also encourage all of our churches to set 100% payment of local church apportionments as a goal for 

2018 and beyond. It is our shared ministry, and it is the way we are all faithful to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.”  And one last word, please be sure to highlight, promote, celebrate, and participate in 

UMCOR Sunday, March 11, 2018. More information is available: http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-

hour-of-sharing. 

Grace and Peace, 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

Currently we have 3-5 church members who are in need of a ride to 

church every Sunday.  We have a handful of extremely dedicated 

individuals who have been serving in this ministry for several years 

on a monthly, bi-weekly and even weekly basis and for that I am 

grateful!  While these individuals are happy to serve God in this 

ministry, they would very much appreciate some additional 

volunteers. Won’t you please consider making the Transportation 

Ministry your ministry?  If we can get 1 or 2 more individuals, 

couples or families to volunteer that would be great!  These 

members need YOU!  

If you can help with the Transportation Ministry, please contact 

Dan Thibodeau at 920-209-4459.  

 

Special Church Conference 
 

On Wednesday, March 7th we will have a 

brief special charge conference to vote for 

Francois Russell to take active steps to 

become a candidate for pastoral ministry 

in the Wisconsin Conference. It will be at 

6:45pm in the Sanctuary immediately 

following our Lenten service. Francois 

has felt a call into ministry and is at the 

point in which he needs approval from his 

home church to continue to process. Our 

church’s SPR Committee interviewed 

him and affirmed his decision on 

February 8th and cleared the path for this 

special church conference.  

 

All members are invited to attend and 

vote. This will be a written ballot vote. 

 

http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=43922&urlid=4972&mailid=409
http://www.wisconsinumc.org/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=43922&urlid=4972&mailid=409
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News  

 

Children’s Ministries is looking for help! 
As we begin the new year we will be putting into place our new Safe Church policies.  These policies will help to make 

our areas safer and more secure.  That also means we need more help from our church family to follow the new guidelines 

put into place.  The following are current and immediate needs in our ministry: 

 Adults to help one time a month in the nursery Sunday mornings during the 9 and 10:30 service and Wednesday 

evenings from 5:45-8 pm 

 Adults to help in our classrooms Sunday mornings at 9:00 

 Adults to lead a class Sunday mornings at 9:00 

 Adults to help or co-lead Wednesday evenings from 6-7:30 in Kidz Konnection 

 Hall monitors to watch halls or help if needed Sunday mornings at 9:00.  

Please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org as soon as possible if you can help out with these needs. 

Thank you. 

March 21st will be our last  class for the year! We have had so much fun learning about God! In 

February magician Bruce Hetzler came to preform a few tricks for our students!  They had a great time and learned that 

we should use our talents to bring joy to others!  Pastor Markus also came to teach the children about Lent. They were 

so excited to be able to make the ashes that were used during out Ash Wednesday service!  If your child is in 1st – 5th 

grade and  would like to try  this year please feel free to send them! We meet Wednesday 

evenings from 6-7:30 in room 314. Choir children are dismissed at 6:30 to go to their class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW Puppet Ministry 
Our Puppet Ministry is more than just puppet shows! Come join our team and learn all 

the ways we will use our ministry to advertise events, produce videos for classes and 

so much more!! Practice is held Sundays at 10:30 in room 314. Please contact Norm 

Ladewig at norman.ladewig@gmail.com or Christine Ladewig at 

cladewig@appfumc.org to find out more about this fun program!  

. 

March 4th Snack Sale   
Our Preschool -2nd grade class will be making snacks to sell during coffee hour on March 4th.  Please stop by and pick up 

some tasty treats for a free-will donation. All proceeds will go to Loaves & Fishes of the Fox Valley. 

         
 

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
mailto:norman.ladewig@gmail.com
mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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Biblical Village March 18 
 

Come one, come all! To the First United Methodist Church Biblical Village, on Sunday March 18th, between 10 and 

11am. Bring your children, grandchildren, friend, sister, brother, aunt, uncle, mother, father even your neighbor!  

You will travel back in time to the days that Jesus walked the earth. Take a tour of a home then take a moment to 

worship in the synagogue.  Watch men work in their carpentry/wood working shop then walk next door to chat with the 

potter. Watch out for kids playing ball and other games in the streets while wandering around the well. Sample some 

yummy foods and take some home with a donation. There will be many activities for children during the Biblical 

Village.  

Sunday School starts at 9:00am on March 18th. Children can be dropped off in their classrooms and picked up in their 

classrooms after the service is over.  

 
 

 

 

o Radical Spirit: 12 Ways To Live a Free and Authentic Life by Joan Chittister. 

o Queen of the Universe: Encouragement for Moms & Their World-Changing 

Work by Susanna Foth Aughton. 

o When Holidays Hurt: Finding Hidden Hope Amid Pain and Loss by Bo Stern. 

o The Trouble with Truth: Balancing Truth and Grace by Rob Renfroe. 

o Shaped By the Bible by William H. Willimon. 

o After the New Testament by Bart D. Ehrman. 

o The Great Spiritual Migration by Brian D. McLaren. 

o Early Christian Martyr Stories: Am Evangelical Introduction with New 

Translations by Bryan M. Litfin. 

o The Methodist Experience in America: A History Volume 1 by Russell E. 

Richey, Kenneth E. Rowe, & Jean Miller Schmidt. 

o The Methodist Experience in America: A Sourcebook Volume II by Russell E. 

Richey, Kenneth E. Rowe, & Jean Miller Schmidt. 

o Wesley and the People Called Methodists by Richard P. Heitzenrater. 

o Seven Layers: Missional Strategies for Conferences by Robert Schnase. 

o Freedom in Exile: The Autobiography of the Dalai Lama by BStan Dalai Lama. 

o From Mourning To Morning: A Comprehensive Guide To Mourning, Grieving, 

and Bereavement by Simeon Rabbi Schreiber. 

o Slave Religion: The “Invisible Institution” in the Antebellum South by Albert J. 

Rabateau. 
 

 

 

Watch for 

the dates for 

the Book 

Sale in 

September, 

2018. 
o e

n

n

e

t

h 
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2018 Prayer Ministry 
 

 

Please pray for our church.  The goal is to have members of our congregation praying for our pastors, staff and 

ministries every day in 2018.   You can pray anywhere and at any time.  This may be a good opportunity to pray as a 

family for your church family.  Attached are some suggestions for prayer.   To sign up to pray, Click Here  

 

“Our prayers may be awkward. Our attempts may be feeble. 

But since the power of prayer is in the one who hears it and not in the one who says it, 

our prayers do make a difference.”   

Max Lucado 

 

Some suggestions for prayer: 

 FUMC Pastors and Staff and their families 

Pastors - Markus Wegenast, Liz Whitford, Dave Farina 

Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries - Brian Stahl 

Director of Children's Ministries - Christine Ladewig 

Property Manager - Tom Weinfurter 

Finance Manager - Lynn Halley 

Administrative Assistant - Amy Concepción 

Office Assistant - Molly Endter 

Nursery Coordinator - Shelby Wesley 

Custodians - François Russell, Tom Martens 

Director of Music Ministries - Bob Butler 

Lead Organist - Kathy Orth 

Pianist - Norma Anderson 

Choral Conducting Intern - PJ Uhazie 

Grace Director - Cindy Trudell 

Wesley Handbells Director - Danny Schierl 

Genesis Choir Director - Kyle Schleife 

Sonshine Singers Director - Katie Nelson 

 Some Ministries and Committees selected for prayer this month: 

a. Prayer Shawls Ministry 

b. Concerns and Action Ministry Team 

c. Phoebe Circle 

d. Traveling Tea Party 

e. Capital Campaign 

f. Trustees 

g. Endowment Committee 

 Some Community Groups (that use our church) selected for prayer this month:  

a. Circles of Support 

b. Scout Troops 

c. Bible Study Fellowship 

d. AA, Alateen, Al- Anon 

e. Encore Strings Rehearsal 

f. LESI classes and tutoring 

 Specific items to pray for in March  

a. Lenten study – 24 Hours that Changed the World 

b. Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive until March 11 

c. Youth Lenten Pancake Breakfast – March 11 

d. UMCOR Sunday is March 11 

 Ministries you and your family are involved with.  

 

http://www.appfumc.org/page/gift_of_prayer_for_our_church
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If you don’t know Denton Engstrom, it is because he usually attends the 10:30 service with his son Bob. But 

if you have attended the Wednesday Book Study group, you know Denton for his intelligence and insight.  He 

is an avid reader and those in the group appreciate his knowledge!  

 

Denton was born in Minneapolis, MN on November 21, 1922 to Fridolph C Engstrom and Lillian (nee 

Erickson) Engstrom and had two brothers; Warren and Russell.  Proud to be second generation of Swedish 

immigrants! He graduated from Edison High School in Minneapolis and graduated from the University of 

Minnesota.  He received his Bachelor of Science in 1944, Bachelor of Medicine in April 1946 and Doctor of 

Medicine Degree in December 1946. While in college, he enlisted in the Army in 1943 and inducted at Fort 

Snelling, Minnesota.  He was stationed at University of Minnesota.  He was honorably discharged as Captain 

from the Medical Corps in 1949. 

 

He married to Vanjae on September 15, 1945 who died January 08, 2004.  He then married Betty Steffens, a 

widow of four years on May 18, 2006.  Betty died suddenly on October 14, 2014.  He has two sons, Robert, 

Appleton, and James of Atlanta, Georgia, and he has three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

 

He worked as a psychiatrist his entire working career, beginning with the Veteran’s Administration 

Psychiatric Training Program in Philadelphia in 1950, Pennsylvania, Director of Child Guidance Center in 

Youngstown, Ohio, Instructor of Psychiatry and Pediatric at University of Minnesota Medical School, 

psychiatric private practice in Minneapolis, practice in a small group in Springfield, Missouri, and then 

moved to Appleton in 1960 and joined the Appleton Psychiatric Associates.  He is a member of the APA and 

AMA and Distinguished Life Fellow, APA!   

 

He retired in 1987. Since retiring he has taken many cruises, trips abroad (Scandinavia and Europe), and lived 

in Sun City West, Arizona for six months of the year for 13 years.  He likes to read, play cards, watch Great 

Courses tapes, and socialize.  He said of hobbies, “not very applicable at age 95”!  

 

He says he is an “ecumenical” Christian and has attended many different denominations, having first joined 

First Church in 1961.  He says, “I have been exposed to all the pastors of this church since 1960, with all their 

different personalities, views, etc.  I have not been critical of any.” 

 

continued on p. 15~ Our Family 
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Our Family continued from p. 14~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to introduce the Melzl family -- another busy family 

at First Church!  Aric was raised in Big Bend, Wisconsin, has an  

older brother and younger sister, and graduated from Mukwonago 

High School. Tracy was raised in Kohler, Wisconsin, has a younger        

brother, and graduated from Kohler High School.  They both graduated  

from U-W Madison and attained Bachelors of Science Degrees in 

Chemical Engineering.  Guess what?  They met at UW-Madison! 

 

Aric is Director of Marketing at Kimberly-Clark.  He is a Boy Scout  

leader for Troop 41, Combined Locks, a Boy Scout National Jamboree  

attendee in 2017, volunteer youth soccer coach, board member for the  

National Diaper Bank, and enjoys beekeeping. 

 

Tracy is currently a stay-at-home Mom, but previously worked for Kimberly-Clark. She is a Girl Scout troop leader for 

two troops, WNL kitchen helper, volunteers at Homeless Connection, likes to cook, read and travel. 

 

Their son Friedrich (Fritz) is 15 years old and a sophomore at Kimberly High School.  He plays soccer and involved in 

track, band, an ethnic music ensemble (polka band!), and DECA.  He is very active in the Boy Scouts and Venture Crew.  

He was confirmed last year, has gone on three mission trips and will go to Toronto this summer. 

Their daughter Vienna, age 13, is an 8th grader at JR Gerrits, does track and cross country, band, National History Day, 

and is a Girl Scout.  She is in year one of confirmation, has been on one mission trip, and will go to Davenport, Iowa, this 

summer. 

 

Their daughter Greta, age 11, is a 5th grader and attends Mapleview Intermediate School.  She plays softball, volleyball 

and runs cross country.  She started in the school band this year, involved in the Lawrence Academy of Music Girl Choir, 

and Girl Scouts.  She participates in Kidz Konnection and the Sonshine Choir here at church and is also an acolyte. 

As a family they love to travel and go tent camping in Wisconsin state parks, visit Grandma’s cabin “up north” 

(Hazelhurst), and cook family meals together. 

 

They joined First Church in 2002.  They visited many churches, including the Korean church accidentally, but liked First 

Church’s active children’s/youth programs, and the music ministries.  They have volunteered in the nursery and Church 

School, Aric has been member of the Concern & Actions Committee and the Finance Committee.  Tracy was a leader for 

several years of Mothers of Growing Disciples.  She has been an adult leader on youth mission trips.  As noted above, a 

very busy family! 

  

The Melzl 
Family 
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  Save The Date! 

  Sunday,  

  May 20 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

The Festival Choir and Orchestra of First United Methodist Church 

will present Jubilate Deo by Dan Forrest on Sunday, May 20.  There 

will be one combined service at 10:00 for this special worship 

experience. 

 

Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson  Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &  

Bass Clef:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Wesley Handbells: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Sonshine Singers:  

 Katie Nelson katharyn.e.nelson@lawrence.edu 
 

Genesis Choir: 
 Kyle Schleife kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu 
   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Francois Russell   Francois@appfumc.org  

  Tom Martens 

 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org 

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton 

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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SAVE THE DATE!!  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 JULY 23-27 from 9 a.m. – noon 

More details to come. 
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