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February Memory Verse: 
 

 “Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened 
 to you.”             Matthew 7:7 

 
 

 

Watch the 

Weekly 

Announcements 

to see 

when groups 

will be 

meeting 

throughout 

the weeks during 

Lent! 

 

Join Pastor Markus and Pastor 

Liz as we do another all 

church study during Lent.   

There has been more attention 

on Jesus’s last 24 hours of 

human life than anything else 

in human history.  Pastor 

Adam Hamilton, who wrote 

the study, 24 Hours That 

Changed the World, retraces 

Jesus’s journey, and helps 

open eyes to Jesus’s sacrifice 

for our salvation. 

 

mailto:office@appfumc.org
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February 2018 Preaching Plan 
 

February 3/4 – Communion, Super Soup Sunday 

Theme: Fighting Poverty and Hunger 

Text: Isaiah 58:6-10 

 

February 10/11 – Pastor Liz preaching 

Theme:  Breaking the Silence - Sexual Assault  

Text: Selected verses from 2 Samuel 13 

 

February 14th @ 6:15p.m., Ash Wednesday (Valentine’s Day) 

 

February 17/18 – Kick off to 24 Hours That Changed the World 

Theme: From Tradition to Transformation 

Text: Mark 14:12, 22-25 – The Last Supper  

 

Wednesday, February 21st  

Lenten service 6:15p.m., Pastor Carrie preaching 

 

February 24/25 - “Voices of Hope” event after the 9am service 

Theme: Anguish before Injury  

Text: Mark 14:32-42 - Garden of Gethsemane  

 

Wednesday, February 28th  

Lenten service 6:15p.m., Pastor Stan Larkin preaching 
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“Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you.” – Matthew 7:7 
 

This is First Church’s Bible verse for 2018, drawn by Max Alberts at Wednesday 

night youth group on January 17th. What a wonderful verse!1 I have never 

contemplated this verse from a congregational level. Individually, I think, it comes 

very easy to relate to it, but seeing it play out in the context of a group or a whole 

congregation takes on a different dimension. 
 

What kind of door do you think God wants to open for us as a congregation? I guess 

the key (!) is that we knock. Doors may not just ‘magically’ open for us as a church, 

work may be involved to discern doors that should be opened. Maybe it is the work 

of prayer. As a congregation we have been invited to pray for First Church. Have 

you signed up yet to be one of 365 prayer partners who pledge to pray for First 

Church on a given day in 2018 so that every single day of the year is saturated in 

prayer?  
 

I ask you wholeheartedly to engage in this new ministry. You can sign up for it on 

the You Can Count On Me Sheet in the bulletin or go to our webpage where it says 

“Gift of prayer for our church” and sign up for a day. Signing up takes less than a 

minute. 
 

Praying for our church may be the best way to ask, seek and to knock. Let’s see 

what kind of doors God will open for us, what we will find, what we will be given. 

I’m sure it will be something that helps us give unto others, for that is our purpose. 
 

Truly yours,  

                                                    
Pastor Markus 

This month we will be starting our Lenten message series 

24 Hours That Changed the World by Pastor Adam 

Hamilton. This series will again be accompanied by a 

book study that we offer at various times throughout the 

week (similar to what we’ve done for Advent last year). 

The study and series follows Jesus final steps starting 

with the last supper and reaching to his crucifixion the 

next day. The last session will jump forward to the 

victory two days later.  

We will again offer mid-week services that will “reload” 

the theme of the previous Sunday and give it perspective 

from a different preacher. This year we have six different 

preachers lined up, some of them are retired, some active 

and one to be (…)! 

Please also note that we engage in three special themes 

this month that are so prevalent to our 21st century lives: 

Hunger and Poverty on February 3/4, Sexual Assault 

on February 10/11, and Immigration on February 24/25. 
 

 
February 

2018 Pulpit 

Preview 
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All-Church Annual Leadership Training 

February 11  
 

Please mark your calendars for this important event. Again we want to 

invite you to participate in this training relevant to all who have a 

leadership responsibility in the church. Leadership here is understood in 

the broadest of terms.  

 

- If you’re an usher or greeter, you lead! 

- If you serve on a team or on a committee, you lead! 

- If you invite others to church or make new people feel welcome, 

you lead! 

 

The training is from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch will be served. This is 

a great opportunity to come and worship with us at the 10:30 a.m. service. 

There will be nursery care throughout the training (please contact the 

church office if you will need nursery care). Because we serve lunch it 

would be great if you could RSVP by Thursday, February 8, but we’ll 

make sure there is enough food for “walk-ins.” 

 

Jesus tells us through metaphor that 

we are to continue learning.   

 

In John, Jesus tells us  

Live in me. Make your home in me 

just as I do in you. In the same way 

that a branch can’t bear grapes by 

itself but only by being joined to 

the vine, you can’t bear fruit 

unless you are joined with me.  I 

am the Vine, you are the branches. 

When you’re joined with me and I 

with you, the relation intimate and 

organic, the harvest is sure to be 

abundant. Separated, you can’t 

produce a thing. 

- (John 15:4f The Message) 

 

While we take away much from 

worship each week, we also are called 

to grow in our faith.  I want to 

especially challenge you as Lent 

approaches (starting February 14th) to 

“join with Jesus”.  

You can “join with Jesus” by being a 

part of one of many Lenten groups or 

by being a part of one of the many 

ministry teams that we have here at 

First Church.  Let us be abundant in 

our learning. 
 

 

With God’s Love,      

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to First Church’s generous support to the November 

Mission of the Month, COTS received many donations to help 

with its Wish List.  Items donated included laundry baskets, 

bleach, men and women’s socks and gloves, bath towels, pillows, 

a nice assortment of candy, travel mugs, coloring books and 

pencils, playing cards, crossword puzzle books, twin bed sheet 

set, winter caps, mechanical pencil sets, personal products such 

as soap, deodorant and chap stick, winter caps, 10, $5.00 

Walmart gift cards and MORE! As a result, we supplied over 120 

items for the COTS Wish List.  A huge thank you from the 

Mission Committee.  Our church’s generosity extends far beyond 

our doors, into the hearts and souls of the community, especially 

to those struggling with homelessness. 

 

Thank you! 
Thank you to everyone that supported the Children’s Ministry 

Advent fundraiser.   With the help of our Thursday noon Advent 

study group, Lynn Halley, our Scrip team, and everyone that 

generously purchased and donated cards we raised a total of $400 

in gift cards for the Outagamie County Foster Care program!   
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Capital Campaign Renovation Progress 
 

 Progress continues on the Capital Campaign Renovation. The outside 

window wells have repaired, the parking lot has been repaved and striped 

and as you may have noticed new LED lighting in the Chapel, 

Fellowship Hall, Offices, Hallways, Classrooms to include every area of 

the building.  We are receiving an $8,000 rebate from Focus on Energy 

for the LED lighting upgrade.  The energy savings will pay for this 

project in approximately five years. We have replaced the concrete floor 

in the boiler room and repaired the boiler drains.  In the next few months 

you should see new windows in the Asbury Lounge, School Wing 

Classrooms, Fellowship Hall and Kitchen. The Fellowship Hall will be 

getting a new exit door, replacing the one facing south. Work on the 

lower level old restrooms under the Narthex that are now closed and the 

Youth Lounge will begin sometime this summer.  An architectural 

drawing has been submitted for the remodel of the restrooms. 

Heating Ventilating and Air-Conditioning engineering studies are in 

process in preparation for replacing the existing hearting controls and air-

conditioning those areas of the building currently not air-conditioned. 

The Board of Trustees has been working hard to keep the cost within the 

budgeted amounts and right now we are under budget.  All things 

considered that is really good news. 

We are a church that trusts in God and believes in its self. We have 

prayerfully looked to the future and agreed that we want First Church to 

continue to grow and continue to Make Christian Disciples for many 

more years to come in our current location. 

Thank you again, for your continued support. 

The Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 
 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

$6 per person or $12 max per family 
 

What’s for dinner? 
 

 

 February 7-   German Night!  

             Schnitzel & Spaetzel 

 February 14- Roast Beef 

 February 21- Tator Tot Casserole 

 February 28- Beef Stew 

Elizabeth Tobler-Mildred Ohline Scholarship 
 

     There is a scholarship awarded each year in the amount up to $2,000 depending on how 

     many scholarships are granted. The applicant must be living in the Appleton Area School 

     District and/or be a member of one of the United Methodist Churches in Appleton.  The 

     applicant must be seeking his or her first baccalaureate degree from any accredited four 

     year program. All applications must be received in the church office by March 1 to be 

     considered.  Pick up a scholarship application in the church office or call and we can mail 

     it to you.  

 

 

Would you like to receive   

           weekly e-News? 
 

 

 

Starting in February 2018 our church office 

will offer for you to receive a weekly e-

News email. It will convey special 

reminders and share timely announcements 

that deserve attention before they are in 

print for the weekend bulletins. It will also 

contain our regular bulletin announcements 

in case you missed the weekend in church 

and want to stay up to date. 

We want to be conscientious regarding the 

amount of emails you receive and not send 

this to you automatically. If you would like 

to receive the e-News please contact the 

church office or sign up for it on the You 

Can Count On Me sheet in the weekly 

bulletins. You can unsubscribe at any time. 
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   Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive 

Feb 18-March 11 

 
 

91.9 The Family Radio Network’s annual Help for the Homeless” hygiene 

drive’s goal is to collect enough new personal care and cleaning products to 

cover a year’s worth of supplies for area crisis agencies, such as Harbor House, 

Fox Valley Warming Shelter, and The Homeless Connection. Most urgently 

needed items are cleaning supplies, laundry soap, garbage bags, hair and dental 

care,( no mouth wash, please ),  baby diapers, paper products, personal hygiene 

and feminine care. Food Share (formerly Food Stamps) does not cover the cost 

of non-food items such as soap and diapers so donations such as these are vital 

in supporting families in need.  In 2018, 80 crisis programs in 15 area 

communities will participate. All our donations will stay in this area. What 

difference can a jug of laundry soap, bottle of shampoo, or stick of deodorant 

make?  A great deal as you can read from the below statement: 
 

“It’s not unusual for middle and high school students to miss school because they’re 

embarrassed about the way they look or smell.  If they don’t have shampoo to wash 

their hair, or laundry soap to clean their clothes, they’re not going to fit in. The 

shampoo, the laundry soap, and the deodorant that you donate prevents children 

from being picked on for smelling bad or having dirty clothes, and helps them stay in 
school. Thank you!” (Kim Kleinhans, Social Worker, Menasha Joint School District) 
 

The donation box at First Church will be located close to Fellowship Hall 

beginning February 18 until March 11.  Please consider a donation to help those 

in need.  A complete list of suggested donation items will be on the Mission 

Board across from the Welcome Center.   

    ~Thank you from the Mission Committee 

 

 

 

 
On behalf of the Fox Valley Warming Shelter, I want to 

personally thank your Pastor and the congregation members 

for your support in November!  The staff, the board, and 

especially our clients are very  grateful  to those who 

prepared, delivered and served the meals, packed lunches, 

did laundry and served breakfast before they left for the day. 

A special thank you to Pam Chitek and Bruce Brooks for all 

their work in coordinating this effort.   I would also like to 

thank the congregation for supporting our Grateful Plateful 

through donations for our silent auction.  Thanks to Pam and 

Cynthia Chase Whitely for organizing the donations and 

assisting with the event.  It is only through the generous gift 

of talent and time by such dedicated volunteers that our 

mission of sheltering those who are homeless is possible. For 

any of you who enjoyed your experience at the Shelter and 

would like to volunteer again, we would love to have you!   

Or, if you missed the chance and would like to come for a 

tour, please call Connie at 419-0928 or email 

vcfvws@gmail.com.  Join us for our Warm it Up benefit 

concert on Dec. 19th.  More info on our website at 

www.foxvalleywarmingshelter.org  Thank you all!  Connie 

Raether, Volunteer Coordinator, Fox Valley Warming Shelter 

 

 

 

 

 

VOICES OF HOPE 
 
On February 25th, the Concern & 

Action Ministry Team will be 

sponsoring  
 

VOICES OF HOPE, 

a Readers’ Theatre, 

in Asbury Lounge, at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Please bring your cup of coffee 

and join us to hear a sampling of 

stories and reasons behind the 

frequent traumatic journeys that 

have brought Hispanic immigrants 

to the Fox River Valley.  

The script is written by Peter 

Geniesse, a former reporter, and 

directed by Kris Clouthier, who 

headed the “Bookmark Players” 

readers’ theatre in the Appleton 

School District.  
 

We hope to you see there. 
 

 Thank you once again for  

 donating your beautiful hand -

 made and like new hats, mittens 

 and winter accessories to the  mitten

  tree.  The men’s socks were so 

 appreciated by the warming shelter!  

 The handmade puppet mittens 

 were so fun!!  It was also -11 

 degrees below zero when we  left 

 them off!     

 We were able to take a nice bag to 

 both the Warming Shelter and the 

 Homeless Connections.   

Over 300 items were donated!  Thank you for warming 

the hearts and hands of many in our community!   
                           

          

mailto:vcfvws@gmail.com
http://www.foxvalleywarmingshelter.org/
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The 2018 Annual Conference 

is scheduled for Friday, June 15 – Monday, June 18 at the Madison Marriott West. 

The theme is “One With Each Other.”  
 

 2018 Speakers 
 Opening Worship: Bishop Modesto Mamani, Bishop of Bolivia 

 Bible Study: Mr. Thomas Kemper 

 Ordination Service: Bishop Eduard Khegay, Bishop of Russia 

 Memorial Service: Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
 

 Youth Delegates Encouraged to Apply:  Every year, up to 15 youth (one from each district plus 10 at-large) are invited 

to attend Annual Conference as full members, with full voting rights. Like last year, this year’s program will include a day 

of learning about the Church, our Conference, and issues expected to arise during plenary sessions. The youth will also 

plan and present a panel discussion to share the youth perspective on current issues in the Church and in greater society. 

It’s time now to start finding the youth who will speak up at this year’s Annual Conference. The application can be 

found here (or by contacting the church office), which must be completed and returned by February 15.  
 

 Start Gathering for Ingathering 2018: The Wisconsin Conference will be collecting Ingathering items again at Annual 

Conference. This year’s list includes items for the UMCOR Cleaning Kits, Midwest Missions Distribution Center 

Hygiene/Personal Dignity Kits, as well as Wisconsin Conference Hospitality Kits. All kits need to be kept separate. The 

Hospitality Kits will be shared by Wisconsin ministries, including Harbor House Crisis Shelters in Superior, and Northcott 

Neighborhood House, United Methodist Children’s Services, and Solomon Outreach in Milwaukee. UMCOR Cleaning 

Kit supplies enable people to begin the overwhelming job of cleaning up after a flood or hurricane. Cleaning Kit Value: 

$65 per bucket. The items needed for the UMCOR Cleaning Kit is printed below and also can be found on the UMCOR 

website www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Cleaning, or in the church office, or the brochure 

racks by the Welcome Desk and/or Pastor Markus’ office. 
  

  5-Gallon round bucket with resealable lid  Liquid laundry detergent  

 Liquid household cleaner    Dish soap 

 1 Can air freshener    1 Insect repellent spray  

 18 Cleaning wipes    7 Sponges  

 5 Scouring pads      24-Roll heavy-duty trash bags  

 2 Dust masks     2 Pairs kitchen dish washing gloves  

 1 Pair work gloves  
 

Social Security: Strategize to Maximize 
 

     Navigating your Social Security retirement benefit options can be overwhelming.  

     Please join us to learn about how to sort through hundreds of options to help ensure 

     the choices you make are right for you.  Join our very own member, Russell Bold, 

     and his partner David R Jensen from Thrivent Financial on Wednesday, February 7th 

     6:30 p.m. in the Asbury Lounge.  The workshop is free and the emphasis will be  

     information, not product.  Please contact the Church office if you would like to  

     attend. 

 

 

 

http://www.umcmission.org/Learn-About-Us/About-Global-Ministries/General-Secretary
http://www.umc-northerneurope.org/index.php?id=859
https://www.wisconsinumc.org/Resources/Documents/YouthMinistries/YouthDelegationApplication.pdf
https://www.wisconsinumc.org/Resources/Documents/YouthMinistries/YouthDelegationApplication.pdf
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Cleaning
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News  

 

Children’s Ministries is looking for help! 
As we begin the new year we will be putting into place our new Safe Church policies.  These policies will help 
to make our areas safer and more secure.  That also means we need more help from our church family to 
follow the new guidelines put into place.  The following are current and immediate needs in our ministry: 

 Adults to help one time a month in the nursery Sunday mornings during the 9 and 10:30 service and 

Wednesday evenings from 5:45-8 p.m. 

 Adults to help in our classrooms Sunday mornings at 9:00 

 Adults to lead a class Sunday mornings at 9:00 

 Adults to help or co-lead Wednesday evenings from 6-7:30 in Kidz Konnection 

 Hall monitors to watch halls or help if needed Sunday mornings at 9:00.  

Please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org as soon as possible if you can help out with these 
needs. Thank you. 

NEW Puppet Ministry 
Our Puppet Ministry is more than just puppet shows! Come join our team and 
learn all the ways we will use our ministry to advertise events, produce videos 
for classes and so much more!! Practice is held Sundays at 10:30 in room 314. 
Please contact Norm Ladewig at norman.ladewig@gmail.com or Christine 
Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org to find out more about this fun program!  
 

10:30 Sunday School 
Children ages 3 years – 5th grade are welcome to join us in room 224 (second floor) 

for 10:30 Sunday school.  We will offer this program until February 11.  
  
Children will be using the Illustrated Children’s Ministry program and learning 
about compassion. This curriculum focuses primarily around a particular biblical 
story for the week, and all of the components of each of the lessons point back to 

that biblical story. 
 

Have you noticed? 
Thank you to a very generous donation from our Endowment Committee we now have a 
professional Popcorn Machine!  We are so excited to not only use it for Children’s Ministry related 
events, but to extend the invitation to all of our church ministries to use and enjoy this gift for your 
events! Please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org for more information!  
           
 Lenten Kickoff is February 18 
Sunday February 18 all Sunday school children will gather in room 314 (third floor) for our annual Lenten 
Kickoff! Children will watch a puppet show, do an activity, and make a keepsake craft to go along with this 
year’s fundraiser.  We will be supporting Loaves and Fishes of the Fox Valley.  We hope to see everyone there!  

 

February 25 after the 9:00 worship service our 3rd, 4th, and 
5th graders will be selling freshly baked soft pretzels. March 
4th our younger classes will selling fresh made snacks during 
coffee hour!  All proceeds will go to our Lenten Fundraiser!   

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
mailto:norman.ladewig@gmail.com
mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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National Council of Churches: Unite to End Racism 
 

 
 

The National Council of Churches invites you to financially support an event at the Lincoln Memorial and the National 

Mall on April 4, 2018. This event will commemorate the 50th anniversary of the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr., and serve as the launch of their initiative to end racism and heal the nation. A movement is coming together to 

offer an alternative vision: a call for peace, respect, justice and love. 

 

As the deaths of Michael Brown, Sandra Bland, and dozens of other African Americans have brought awareness of the 

inequities of modern America, and as the demonstrations in Charlottesville and other cities have exposed the unhealed 

divisions among us, the time is right for a call to the soul of the nation to finally end racism and move toward healing. 

People from across the nation will join in Washington, DC. They will connect with other commemorations planned in 

Memphis, TN, and other parts of the country. Join them on April 4th, and please give today to help make this the 

landmark event of the decade.  

 

If you would like to financially support this cause you may do say online by going to: 

http://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/donations/donate/ 

 

  

 
by Dan Forrest 

 

Sunday, May 20 at 10:00  
 

The Festival Choir and Orchestra of First 

United Methodist Church will present Jubilate 

Deo by Dan Forrest on Sunday, May 20.  

There will be one combined service at 10:00 

for this special worship experience.  You are 

welcome and encouraged to join the Festival 

Choir as they prepare to present this 

magnificent work.  Rehearsals are 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the choir room.  

Contact Bob Butler, Director of Music 

Ministries, for further information. 

 

Befriender Ministry 
 

Our role is to be a friend - someone who listens, reassures, and 

attends to others when they are in need by offering consolation 

rather than counsel and acceptance without judgment.  We believe 

in the healing power of Jesus Christ and the power of prayer. 
 

You will see the Befrienders of First Church as prayer partners 

during communion; visiting and providing communion to members 

unable to attend church; offering prayer with those in need after 

services; and assisting with hospital visitation. Befrienders also will 

meet one-on-one with those who need a friend to walk beside them 

as they move through a difficult time. Would you like to know 

more about the Befriender Ministry at First Church? Perhaps you 

might be interested in serving as a Befriender, but would like to 

know more about it.  Come and bring  

your questions to learn what we are all about  

after the following church services: Saturday  

evening, February 10th at 6:30 p.m. in the  

Conference Room or Sunday, February 11th  

10:00-10:30 a.m. in the Wesley Room. 
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2018 Prayer Ministry 
 

 

Thank you for agreeing to pray for our church. The goal is to have members of our congregation praying for our pastors, staff 

and ministries every day in 2018. You can pray anywhere and at any time.  This may also be a good opportunity to pray as a 

family for your church family.   
 

“The wonderful thing about praying is that you leave a world of not being able to do something, and enter God's realm 

where everything is possible. He specializes in the impossible. Nothing is too great for His almighty power. Nothing is 

too small for His love.”  -Corrie Ten Boom 
 

Some suggestions for prayer: 

 

 FUMC Pastors and Staff and their families 

Pastors - Markus Wegenast, Liz Whitford, Dave Farina 

Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries - Brian Stahl 

Director of Children's Ministries - Christine Ladewig 

Property Manager - Tom Weinfurter 

Finance Manager - Lynn Halley 

Administrative Assistant - Amy Concepción 

Office Assistant - Molly Endter 

Nursery Coordinator - Shelby Wesley 

Custodians - François Russell, Tom Martens 

Director of Music Ministries - Bob Butler 

Lead Organist - Kathy Orth 

Pianist - Norman Anderson 

Choral Conducting Intern - PJ Uhazie 

Grace Director - Cindy Trudell 

Wesley Handbells Director - Danny Schierl 

Genesis Choir Director - Kyle Schleife 

Sonshine Singers Director - Katie Nelson 

 

 Some Ministries and Committees selected for 

prayer this month 

o    Health Ministry Team 

o    Volunteers in Mission 

o    Transportation Ministry 

o    Mothers of Growing Disciples 

o    Staff Parish Relations Committee 

o    Finance Committee 

o    Missions Committee 

 Specific items to pray for in February  

o    Youth winter retreat  

o    Soup Fundraiser for hunger awareness       

    on Feb. 4 

o    Women’s Retreat: Calm in the Storm at  

    Pine Lake Camp Feb. 16-18 

o    Pray for those that have been impacted 

    by injustice and those that call out    

    injustice. 

o Ministries you and your family are    

 involved with.  

 

The Council of Bishops initiated Praying Our Way 

Forward to support the work of the Commission on a Way 

Forward and prepare the UMC for the specially called 

General Conference in February 2019. Prayers are being 

developed by the annual conferences across our 

international connection for the weeks leading up to the 

General Conference session in Saint Louis.  
 

Wisconsin has been assigned the week of February 18-24, 

2018, with the prayer focus Protection. The Conference has 

put together a collection of seven prayers with this focus. 

Congregations are encouraged to use these prayers the week 

of February 18-24. The prayers will also be used as part of a 

special worship service on February 28, at which the bishop 

will preach at the Conference Center in Sun Prairie. 

 

http://umcprays.org/
http://umcprays.org/
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Christine Reiter, nee Chris Benoit, (see next column) 

was born in Michigan, baptized, confirmed and 

married at First Church.  She graduated from Little 

Chute High School and graduated from UW-

Whitewater majoring in accounting.  She started her 

career at Ernst & Young in Milwaukee, also worked 

at AAL (now Thrivent) and currently is financial 

controller at Hoffmaster Group in Oshkosh.  She has 

three exceptional children: 

Abigail (Abby) is 19 and going to UW-LaCrosse 

majoring in recreational therapy.  Not much free 

time as she is studying, studying, studying!  This 

year over Christmas break, she volunteered at Oak 

Ridge Gardens.  She plays the piano.   

Hope just turned 17 and is a student at Menasha 

High School.  She enjoys music and art, and plays 

the guitar.   

Joshua (Josh) is in 8th grade at Maplewood Middle 

School in Menasha and enjoys music and art, and 

also plays the piano.   

Their father, Mike, passed away in July of 2015. 

Chris enjoys reading, scrapbooking, exercising at 

Crunch Fitness, and going to movies with the family.  

She has helped with Sunday school classes as well as 

Abby’s confirmation class.  The family enjoys going 

up north to lake cottages, just relaxing, boating, 

fishing and sitting by the campfire.  And, without 

saying, spending time with Grandpa and Grandma 

Benoit! 

Abby, Hope and Josh have all gone on youth 

mission trips.  The family hopes to vacation on Lake 

Michigan on the Michigan side this summer.  And 

after Abby graduates from college, they plan on 

visiting Yellowstone National Park! 

They enjoy First Church and all the caring people – 

a community of faith. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Benoits have been long-time 

members of First Church.  Phil was  

born in Benton Harbor, Michigan and Betsy was born in 

Dowagiac, Michigan. They met in choir at the high school in 

Benton Harbor – she was a junior and he was a senior.  After 

high school, Phil went to Forest State College in Big Rapids and 

Betsy went to Benton Harbor Community College for two 

years.  They were married in 1963.   

After college, Phil joined Fluegge Optical in Appleton and 

Betsy worked for lst National Bank.  Fluegge Optical closed the 

Appleton office and he transferred to the Fluegge Optical office 

in Milwaukee.  Betsy then worked for Capital Marine Bank. 

They enjoyed going to the Braves baseball games. 

When Dr. Scherzinger built a new office in Little Chute in 

1966, he called Phil and asked him to join his staff. They were 

in Little Chute a short time when Phil was drafted into the 

Army, stationed at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas. 

After the Army in 1968, they moved back to Little Chute and 

built their home in 1969.   

They have two children. Christine and Andy. Christine and her 

three children are members of First Church. Andy retired from 

the Army after 20 years of service, lives in Lee Summit, Kansas 

and has two children. He now specializes in IT work. 

Phil was involved in the Big Brothers organization (having had 

three little brothers), loved to bowl and play golf, and retired 

after 44 years as an optician. He volunteered at St. Joe’s Food 

Pantry.  He also is a woodworker making crafts, and collects 

U.S. stamps. Betsy sold Tupperware for 25 years and retired 

after six years from Humana in DePere. She enjoys walking, 

reading and going to movies. Ask her about the time she found 

a dead body on the beach on Lake Michigan! 

They joined First Church in 1963 and were in the Sanctuary 

Choir for many years. Phil taught Sunday school. Betsy was 

involved in Mother’s Club, music and has served on many 

committees. They enjoyed Kum Dbls and got to know many 

people. In fact, Shelby Knezel is Andy’s godmother! 

They enjoy First Church, especially the music and the youth 

program, for their children as well as their grandchildren, and 

their many, many friends. 

They sold their home in Little Chute in 2014 and moved to 

Ridgeview Highlands, and will be celebrating their 55th 

wedding anniversary this September!  Happy Anniversary! 

 

The Reiter 

Family 

Phil and Betsy 

Benoit 
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
 

Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  
 

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson: 

 Nancy Hermanson  Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  
 

Lead Pastor: 
 Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 
 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Rev. Liz Whitford  LWhitford@appfumc.org  
 

Visitation Pastor: 
 Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com  
 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  
 

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &  

Bass Clef:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 
 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth Lkorth8285@att.net  
 

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  
 

Wesley Handbells: 
  Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
 

Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    
 

Sonshine Singers:  

 Katie Nelson katharyn.e.nelson@lawrence.edu 
 

Genesis Choir: 
 Kyle Schleife kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu 
   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  
 

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 
 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   
 

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org  
 

Custodians:   
  Francois Russell   Francois@appfumc.org  

  Tom Martens 

 

Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.                                                                    

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677      Fax number 920-882-1461   Website  www.appfumc.org 

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton 

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
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SAVE THE DATE!!  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 JULY 23-27 from 9 a.m. – noon 

More details to come. 
 

 

Phoebe Circle 
 

Phoebe Circle’s next meeting is Tuesday, February 13th at 9:30 a.m.  

The group will be packing Valentine bags for boys, girls and women 

at Harbor House and Homeless Connections. Bags will be filled with 

fun items, i.e., games, toys, and candy. If you would like to donate 

items for the bags, please bring them to the church office before 

February 13th. If you would like to join us, please do so, as we are a 

fun service circle! If you have questions regarding what items to 

donate, or about Phoebe Circle, call Ellen Roe, at 734-7302 or Bonnie 

LeClair at 739-6944.  
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