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February Memory Verse:   
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 
 

(this is the 2017 Bible verse for our church that was drawn by one of  
our youth members, Ryleigh Seghers) 
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“Our” Capital Campaign and Its People 
by Pastor Markus 

 

 

I don’t remember when exactly we started using the language of “our” capital 

campaign. For the longest time we spoke carefully of the campaign as 

something that is a mere possibility for 2017. Since December we know for 

sure: Yes, after the affirmative vote at charge conference we will be doing it 

and it indeed will be OUR capital campaign. Having the James Company 

guide and assist us with the campaign does not mean that we’ve out-resourced 

the campaign. On the contrary, the James Company will guide us in making 

this campaign driven by us, the people of First Church, with the wealth of 

experience that comes from John Clark and his team from the James 

Company. 

 

At our first meeting earlier in January we got a good idea about the scope of 

what it means to make this capital campaign OUR capital campaign. “Our” 

implies that people are involved. The fascinating thing is that it doesn’t just 

require people with financial background to help. To make this campaign a 

success and OUR campaign we need to have people involved from all walks 

of life. There will be a group responsible for prayer, a group that is planning 

special events, a group that takes care of social media, one of promotion and 

even the kids and youth have a place. Not one single person in our church has 

gifts in all these areas, this means we will use the gifts of a great many people 

from our church to make this OUR campaign. Will you be part of it? 

 

I have added a visual of the organizational chart to give you an idea how all 

these different hands and minds will work together (see page 5).  
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 -by 
Pastor 
Markus 
 

Pastor’s Posts February 2017 

 

“Is Pastor Markus Really 

Going to Do This?” 

 
Yes, I will! This month I will do 

the outrageous: I will be preaching 

about tithing! On the third 

weekend of February, it will 

happen and it is not even because 

of our capital campaign!  

It was about 6 years ago when I 

realized in conversation with 

colleagues and congregants that it 

is not fair of us pastors to avoid 

talking, let alone preaching, about 

tithing. Almost every weekend we 

use the expression in worship 

when we collect the offering. 

Every weekend our bulletins read 

“Ministry through our tithes and 

offerings.” And yet, the practice of 

actually giving one tenth of one’s 

income/goods is a rather 

controversial subject. It is true that 

there is no New Testament 

command to tithe for a Christian. 

And it is also true that there have 

been times when preachers abused 

the concept of tithing. Yet 

nevertheless, it would be unfair if I 

withheld from you the powerful 

message of why tithing exists, 

where the concept comes from and 

how we see God active in the 

whole practice of giving a tithe 

and/or being a generous person.  

Of course this is not the only 

exciting theme in worship this 

month (just check out the theme of 

the last weekend!) but it seems to 

be one of those subjects that stick 

out and it is good that way. So I 

guess all I have to say: See you in 

February. And if you’re brave 

enough: see you on the third 

weekend!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 26 Is Our 

All-Church Annual 

Leadership Training 
 

Please mark your calendars for this 

important event. Again we want to 

invite you to participate in this 

training relevant to all who have a 

leadership responsibility in the 

church. Leadership here is 

understood in the broadest of 

terms.  

 

- If you’re an usher or 

greeter, you lead! 

- If you serve on a team or 

on a committee, you lead! 

- If you invite others to 

church or make new 

people feel welcome, you 

lead! 

 

The training is from 11:30 a.m. – 

1:00 p.m. Lunch will be served. 

This is a great opportunity to come 

and worship with us at the 10:30 

a.m. service or visit a class. There 

will be nursery care throughout the 

training. Because we serve lunch it 

would be great if you could RSVP 

by Thursday, February 23 but 

we’ll make sure there is enough 

food for “walk-ins.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

February 2017 

Preaching Plan 
 

February 4/5 - Communion

 Souperbowl of Caring 
- Text:  

Romans 15:13, A1’s Bible 

verse of the year 

- Theme:  

Joy, peace and hope. 

 

February 11/12 - Scout Sunday 

 & Camp Sunday 

- Text:  

Ephesians 1:15-19; 3:14-19 

- Theme:  

Different Paths for Coming 

to God 

 

February 18/19  

- Text:  

Malachi 3:8-10; 

[secondary: 

 2 Corinthians 9: 6-8] 

- Theme: 

Tithing and stewardship 

 

February 25/26   
- Text: 

 John 14:15-24 

- Theme:  

Being a Christian when 

it’s no longer ‘cool’ to be 

one 
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Besides coming to 

church to worship, in 

what ways do you serve 

God with other people? 

From Pastor 
Jayneann’s pen  

Wow! There’s so much 

new to get used to. A new 

president. 40° temperatures in 

January. The Packers are done but 

it’s too early for the Brewers. And 

then to top it all off, Lent is 

coming and we’re doing some 

things different for Lent! How are 

we to handle all this change? 

Change is a term that can apply to 

many things. Since we can feel 

frightened when we don’t know 

what will happen, we need to learn 

to accept change well. To do that 

we need to adjust our outlook (and 

to trust we’ve survived other 

changes.) And, of course, not all 

change is good or bad. It can be 

both/and.   

Change is hard because our brains 

expect things to stay the same. Our 

patterns are more ingrained. We 

seek out people like us to reinforce 

our own beliefs whether they're 

right or not. This way it's easy to 

call others’ ideas biased. 

For some of you, seeing people 

who aren’t like you in your church, 

your church, your neighborhood is 

a very hard change. Maybe you’ve 

spent your life around people who 

are just like you. You’re used to 

your ways and you don’t want to 

change them. But are they God’s 

ways? When Jesus is asked about 

who one’s neighbor is, he tells a 

story about a person who is so 

completely different, so foreign, 

that this person wouldn’t have 

been allowed to sit at the same 

table as Jesus’ listeners. He turned 

their idea of who we’re supposed 

to treat with love on its head.  

Some of us choose to ignore this 

part of the story, but we’re really 

not supposed to pick and choose 

the parts of Jesus’ message that 

work for us, are we?  

If you go through enough change, 

your brain will come to accept that 

you can benefit from change. Give 

yourself permission to feel distress 

– not allowing this prevents you 

from moving forward. It can be 

hard, but Jesus never said 

discipleship was easy. Love God. 

And love your neighbors. All of 

them. 

Until next time, practice God’s 

shalom.   
 

 
 

 

 

Type this link into 

your web browser to 

look at Pastor Jayneann’s blog: 

fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com 

or you can get there from the 

church webpage. Click “Links” in 

the top ribbon. Scroll down. Under 

“First United Methodist” is “Fierce 

Joy & Hope.”  Click that. 

 
 
 

what if … 

… Jesus had told us to care 

about the ones who are different 

from us, who dress differently 

and aren’t Christian? 

Oh wait, he did!  

Check out his answer to  

“Who is my neighbor?” 
 Luke 10:30–37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the Conference on 

Facebook 
 

Are you connected with the 

Wisconsin Conference United 

Methodist Church on Facebook? 

‘Like’ the Conference page to keep 

up with UMC news during the 

week, get updates, and be the first 

to know about new resources 

available for you and your church. 

Go to facebook.com/wisconsinumc 

and ‘Like’ the Conference 

Facebook page! 

 

Basic Lay 

Servant 

ClassES 

February 18 & 25, 9 am - 2:30 pm 

Clintonville UMC, 24 W 13th St 

Cost: $11. This covers the cost of 

the book, “Lay Servant Ministries 

by Sandy Ziegler Jackson and 

Brian Jackson, and postage.  

Please make check payable to: 

North East District Office, and 

send to: 1025 Tullar Road, Neenah 

WI  54956. The book, along with 

any instructions, will be mailed to 

you prior to the first class. 

Deadline for registration is 

February 1.  

We will order from Subway for 

lunch or bring your own lunch. 

Water, coffee, and tea will be 

provided. 
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Monday Theology Group  

After the New Testament:  
The Writings of the Apostolic Fathers 

Every 1
st
, 3

rd
 & 5

th
 Mondays, 10 a.m. – Noon  

Who were the Apostolic Fathers? In this Great 

Courses series, a new perspective on the shaping 

Christianity’s canon, church hierarchy and creed is 

opened for us through the writings of the early Christian 

intellectuals. For any interested persons.  

 

Monday Evening Group  

Present Over Perfect 
Feb 13 – Mar 13, 5:30 - 6:45 p.m. 
In the Asbury Lounge 

Busyness drains our souls and harms our bodies. 

Without a moment to be still, how can the still, small 

voice of God's wisdom and love speak into our lives? 

Shauna Niequist was in a season of busyness that finally 

broke her enough to become desperate for change. She 

shares what she's learned in her journey toward slower 

living, which has become more abundant, fruitful living. 

Come alongside to rest, play, and recreate. What you'll 

find satisfies more than you can imagine. The book and 

guide are optional, but helpful, and cost for the study 

guide. Facilitator: Donna Leicht 920.915.7715 

 

Tuesday Afternoon Book Study  

The Gifts of Imperfection:  
Let Go of Who You Think You’re Supposed to Be 

and Embrace Who You Are 

1:00 - 2:30 p.m. in the Wesley Room        

Centered around 10 Guideposts to help us reach 

wholehearted lives of compassion, courage, and 

connection, this class considers the wisdom of Brené 

Brown also learn from one another as we discuss her 

ideas. Brown is a writer and research professor at the 

University Of Houston Graduate College Of Social 

Work. Her TED talks are available on line. Facilitators: 

Cynthia Whitely, Linda Dawson, Anne Bremer and 

others to be determined. 

 

EveryDay Disciples 
Jesus calls each of us not only to be 

disciples but to grow as disciples. 

EveryDay Discipleship is about the 

practices we do each day, leading lives 

of intentional relationship with God 

while modeling Jesus’ life by caring for 

  and serving others. 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you are interested in conversation on relevant, current 

topics from a faith perspective in a relaxed, non-church 

environment, then Theology on Tap is for you. Come 

join new and old friends as we share a bit of our stories 

and talk about how we notice the Holy. 

 

Bible Study – 3 different groups 

Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves 

and Other Things the Bible Doesn't Say 

At the Wednesday Book Study  
Gather at 11:15 to begin at 11:30  

At the Wednesday Supper Study, 5:30 – 6:25 

At the Thursday Noon Women’s Study,  

In this study Half Truths – offered at three different 

times – we are exploring popular sayings that miss the 

mark of God’s message of grace and love such as 

“everything happens for a reason” and “God won’t give 

you more than you can handle”. Pick a time that works 

for you and join in as we compare these sayings with the 

true wisdom of scripture. A book is not required but it is 

helpful and is worth the read.  

 

Bible Study Fellowship 
BSF is an in-depth, interdenominational Bible study 

that helps people know God and equips them to 

effectively serve the Church throughout the world. A 

women’s group meets Tuesdays in the Fellowship Hall, 

7 p.m. You may join by coming on Tuesday night. Men 

who would like to participate may send their contact 

information to Wendy Anzelmo (920.843.7643).  

  

Thursday Noon Men’s Study  

When Faith Makes Life Go South!  
A Journey through the Two Letters of Peter 
Thursdays, noon – 1 p.m.  
The two letters of Peter are known for their provoking 

subject of Christian suffering. We’ll explore how these 

writings can help us deal with the challenges that our 

faith provides today. For Men of any age.  

Opportunities for Adults to Grow in Discipleship 
Be sure to mark your calendar with the ones you hope to join 

Contact the church office, to express interest, ask questions, or sign-up. 
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“Capital Campaign” - Continued from cover page 

 
The Leadership Team consists of members of the Core Group and two representatives from 

each other group (about 20 people).  The Core Group is already recruited. Each Core Group 

member is also part of one other group.  
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Memorial Gifts 
 

Memorial gifts have been 

purchased in memory of three 

former members of the church. 

Money from the Helen Meidam 

fund was used to purchase Grief 

booklets which Nancy Stowe sends 

out to the family during the year 

following a death of a family 

member. Materials for the 

GriefShare class facilitated by 

Phyllis Freeman were purchased 

with money given in Bob 

Freeman’s memory. Finally, the 

wall behind the Welcome Center 

has been completed with a 

decorative shelf using funds in 

memory of Pete Christenson. This 

shelf will be decorated seasonally 

and is an added attraction to the 

Welcome Center. The Memorial 

Ministry Team continues to find an 

appropriate way to use memorial 

funds in ways that the family 

agrees to. If you see a need for the 

church, please notify a member of 

the committee.  

 

Capital Campaign Project 

Replacement and Repair of 

Windows 
One of the major items in the 

Capital Campaign list of projects is 

the replacement of windows in the 

building constructed in 1964 

commonly referred to as the 

School Wing.  All of the windows 

in this part of the church structure 

are original from the time of 

construction in 1964.  Many of the 

windows are no longer operable 

and repair parts cannot be obtained 

to repair them.  The windows are 

wood framed and some have 

begun to rot due to age and 

moisture deteriorating the wooden 

frames.  The windows to be 

replaced include all of the 

windows in the Fellowship Hall, 

Kitchen, Asbury Lounge, Wesley 

Room and the second and third 

floor of the Sunday School 

Classrooms.  Some of the blinds 

located within the Asbury Lounge 

windows will no longer operate 

properly.  Many of the pull down 

screens are broken and a number 

of the windows have been screwed 

shut as a safety precaution since 

they cannot be closed and locked 

properly.  All of the upper level 

screens in the 1924 building are in 

need of new screening material.  

The screening material has either 

deteriorated or been damaged by 

storms since the windows were 

installed.  Within the Capital 

Campaign project list these 

window repairs are estimated at a 

cost of $245,000. 

The Board of Trustees 

 

Security Updates to the 

Church Facility 
The Board of Trustees discussed, 

voted and approved the installation 

of a keyless entry system for three 

of the outside entry doors.  The 

North door (Franklin St), West 

Office door and the entry door 

under the Portico were all wired 

for a keyless entry system.  The 

system allows the holder of a 

coded card, or key fob access to 

the building without the use of a 

physical metal key.  It was decided 

to proceed with replacing the metal 

keys with this system to alleviate 

the need for rekeying all of the 

outside locks every time a key is 

lost or stolen. From June of 2015 

to June of 2016 the outside locks 

were rekeyed twice at a cost of 

approximately $1,500 per time, or 

$3,000 in the course of a year’s 

time.  This system allows for 

deactivating a single card or fob 

issued to an individual without the 

need to change all of the locks.  

The cost of a new card is $5.00.  

Therefore the total cost to replace 

the card is only $5.00 and not 

$1,500 to rekey all of the outside 

locks.  The system also allows for 

automatic opening and locking of 

the mentioned doors by days of the 

week, specified times and specific 

dates.  The training on how to code 

the new cards and distribution of 

the cards is currently a work in 

progress.  Eventually all of the 

metal keys will be replaced with 

the new cards and all of the outside 

locks will be rekeyed for the last 

time. 

The Board of Trustees 

 

Women's Retreat 

March 31 – April 2 
 

Join a Women's Retreat at Lake 

Lucerne Camp and Retreat Center 

for “Bee United by God's Sweet 

Word” You will have a chance to 

join in workshops like Bee 

Keeping, Bible Study, Cooking 

with Herbs, Flower Arranging, 

Sweet Music with Chimes, 

Stamping, Mindful Movement and 

more. There will be devotions, 

worship and social time too.   

The cost is $160 for 2 night's 

lodging, 5 meals and all materials. 

Please send a $60 deposit with 

your registration form. Deadline, 

with final payment, is March 1. 

For more information contact 

bonnieclement05@gmail or 262-

895-2644.  
How sweet are your words to my 

taste, sweeter than honey to my 

mouth. Psalm 119:103 

 

 

  

 
Wednesday Night Live 

Meal 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

$6 per person or 

$13 max per family 
 

What’s for dinner? 
 

February 1
st
  – Chicken Tetrazzini 

February 8
th
  – Swiss Steak   

February 15
th
 – Roast Turkey 

February 22
nd

  – Roast Pork 

March 1
st
 – No Peek Beef Stew 

tel:262-895-2644
tel:262-895-2644
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Look what’s new! 
 
CD      

 Parenting Today's Adolescent: The Deadly Traps of Adolescence by Dennis & Barbara Rainey 

 

Non-Fiction 

 

 Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn't Say 

          by Adam Hamilton 

 God Is in the Small Stuff at Christmas by Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz 

 In My Heart I Carry a Star: Stories for Advent by Derek Maul 

 Habitat's Interfaith Build 2016 by Greater Fox Cities 

 

Fiction 

 

 Skipping Christmas by John Grisham 

 The Revolving Door of Life (Series: 44 Scotland Street #10) by Alexander McCall Smith 

 Corduroy Mansions (Series: Corduroy Mansions #1) by Alexander McCall Smith  

 A Conspiracy of Friends (Series: Corduroy Mansions #3) by Alexander McCall Smith 

 The Comforts of a Muddy Saturday (Series: Isabel Dalhousie #5) by Alexander McCall Smith 

 The Uncommon Appeal of Clouds (Series: Isabel Dalhousie #9) by Alexander McCall Smith 

 Tea Time for the Traditionally Built (Series: No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency # 10) by Alexander 

McCall Smith 

 The Limpopo Academy of Private Detection (Series: No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency # 13 

   by Alexander McCall Smith 

 The Modern Magi: A Christmas Fable by Carol Lynn Pearson 

 The Christmas Shoes by Donna Vanliere 
 

 
We are very excited that this summer the First United Methodist Church of Appleton will have 52 Youth and 

11 Adult Leaders serving on mission trips to Duluth, Minnesota, Arecibo, Puerto Rico, and Detroit Michigan. 

This is a huge undertaking, and we can’t do it alone. 

We ask for your prayers as participants prepare for life-changing experiences. 

We are also in need of your financial support. 

From February 12-26, Mission trip participants will be outside the Sanctuary doors handing out soda cans. 

We ask that on your way out of worship, you take a can. On each can are instructions: drink it, rinse it, fill it 

with change, cash, or a check, made out to FUMCY, and return it by February 26. 

Our goal is to raise $3000.00. With your help we will fulfill our mission. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 
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From Pastor Jayneann: 

A few people have been asking if we will be 
having a special Lenten study this year at First 
Church. Well, yes and no. We will have a 
special opportunity. But instead of inviting 
people to participate in a study, I am excited 
to share with you that your pastors are 
inviting you to be part of a short-term Lenten 
Covenant Discipleship group. Being part of a 
CD group leads us to work on the ways we live 
out God’s gift of love and grace through what 
we do each day.  
This month, you’ll be asked to fill out a slip 
indicating what times could possible work for 
you to meet for 60 minutes with four or five 
other people during the weeks of Lent. Before 
Ash Wednesday we will let you know a place 
and time that your group will be meeting. 
During the six weeks of Lent, you and the 
other members of your group come together 
to talk about your EveryDay practices in the 
past week. (More details to follow.) 
 

Pastor Markus and I invite you to 

make Covenant Discipleship your 

special Lenten practice for 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hat and Mitten Tree 
 

Thank you to all who donated hats and mittens and 

scarves to the tree this year.  The donations were 

divided up between the Warming Shelter and Homeless 

Connections.  It was right before the latest cold snap 

when the donations were delivered and without a doubt 

we warmed some hearts and hands!  Your 

thoughtfulness is so appreciated!   

 

          
 

Chancel Committee 
 

There are many facets that go into worshiping.  Much of 

worship is our thoughts and hearts, but part of it is our 

environment as well.  We have a beautiful building in 

which to worship, and I would like to thank the 

members of the Chancel Committee who help to 

enhance our worship experience by bringing items of 

beauty and meaning to our midst.  It is hard work, but 

the appreciation shown by our church family makes it 

all worth it.  Our Sanctuary tree made it into many FB 

posts of families worshiping together!  Thank you Tina 

Dietrich for heading up the decorating during my 

recovery time, Thank you Debra Becher for making the 

chapel beautiful.  Thank you to all the Chancel 

Committee members who make the time on a Saturday 

to put up and take down decorations.  The men who 

volunteer to carry up and  down the tree from storage. 

 Thank you to Bob and Nancy Hackinson for donating 

the 3 Wisemen figures that enhance the Nativity on the 

Sanctuary worship table.   

It all comes together for the glory to God!   

Happy New Year!  

 -Julie Anderson 
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YOUTH MINISTRIES UPDATE  
 

February will be filled with opportunities to fulfill our Youth Ministries Mission Statement: Equipping Youth with the 

tools and experiences so that they may live every day as authentic followers of Jesus Christ. Our hope is that Youth 

and Families will take advantage of the following opportunities and be part of the amazing things happening at First 

United Methodist Church.  
 

Thank you to all congregation members that donated cookie dough and money for shipping and the Youth and Adult 

Leaders who baked over 900 cookies for our College Cookie Bake. We were able to send over 60 care packages to 

our College Students for Valentine’s Day.  
 

Our Wednesday Night Youth Group Message Series for February is entitled, “Love this!” That series will run on 

Wednesdays February 8 and 15 beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Classes for grades 6 & 7, 8, 9, and 10-12 will follow until  

7:45 p.m. 
 

Our annual Winter Retreat (Grades 6-12) to Camp Zion in Ellison Bay will be held February 3-5.  Please keep the 

Youth and Adult Leaders in your prayers.  Please pray that their lives would be impacted by God’s amazing love 

through Worship and Outdoor Activities.   
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring is Sunday, February 5.  We will join millions of congregations across the nation in 

collecting non-perishable food items and money to help those in need.  The Souper Bowl of Caring uses the energy of 

the Super Bowl to mobilize youth in an effort to care for people in local communities.  This year’s collection will go 

to Homeless Connections and the St. Joseph’s Food Pantry. 
 

On Wednesday, February 8, we will offer Coffee, Conversation, and Christ at Dunkin’ Donuts, W3208 County Rd 

KK in Appleton, from 7:30-9:00 a.m.  The first 2 Youth to arrive will receive a free drink.  
 

Our Youth Ministries will hold a fundraiser called Fill to Fulfill from February 12- 26.  Please help the 52 Youth and 

11 Adults serving in Duluth, Minnesota, Arecibo, Puerto Rico, and Detroit, Michigan this summer fulfill their 

mission.  Soda cans will be distributed following worship services.  Take a can, drink it, rinse it, fill it with change, 

cash, or a check, and return it on Sunday, February 26.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.  
 

It’s not too early to make plans for our annual Youth Ministries Pancake Breakfast.  This year’s event, Pajamas 4 

Llamas will take place on Sunday, March 12 from 8-11 a.m.  This is daylight savings day, so don’t forget to set your 

clocks ahead and come to church in your pajamas! Our Youth and Adult Leaders will supply everyone with a 

delicious pancake and sausage breakfast.  The cost is $4 per person or $11 for a family. All proceeds will go to Heifer 

International. 
  
As always we are looking for dedicated and passionate Adult Leaders who will share life and walk alongside our 

Youth.  Please check out the Bulletin Board outside of Fellowship Hall for Event pictures and check out our Youth 

facebook page called, FUMC Appleton Youth Ministries.  If you are interested in helping or signing up for events 

please contact me at 920-840-5075 or bstahl@appfumc.org. 
 

Serving Him! 

Brian Stahl, Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries - bstahl@appfumc.org   920-840-5075  

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
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Help for the Homeless Hygiene Drive 

February 19-March 12 
                                                                      

 

 

 

 
FUMC will join over 200 area churches, schools and businesses in supporting 91.9/91.5 The Family Radio’s 2017 

drive to collect hygiene related items for our at-risk community members. Donated items will be sorted and distributed 

to Fox Valley crisis agencies, such as COTS, Homeless Connections, Leaven, Harbor House and the Salvation Army.   

The 2016 drive generated approximately $300,000 worth of hygiene supplies. 

From February 19-March 12 there will be two donation boxes at FUMC (new items only, please).  One box will be 

near Fellowship Hall and the other in the Narthex. Let’s help stock the shelves of our area crisis agencies.   

Most urgent hygiene related needs are; diapers ( size 3-6) and pull ups, unscented deodorants, toilet paper, baby wet 

wipes, soaps ( dish, laundry, bath), shampoos, paper towels, feminine care items,  tooth paste/brushes, other personal 

care items and first aid products. 

 

The Mission Committee as well as the community will appreciate your support of this hygiene drive. 

 

The Festival Choir and Orchestra of First United Methodist Church will present Requiem for the Living by Dan 

Forrest on Sunday, April 2.  There will be one combined service at 10:00 for this special worship experience.  There 

will be no 9:00 or 10:30 services on that morning.  There will be Sunday school for the children starting at 10:00 with 

children going directly to their classes. 

When asked why he wrote this work, Forrest’s response was “It’s written as a response to the problem of pain and 

sorrow that we all face at one time or another.  Part of the human condition is that we all need a requiem (“rest”) 

sooner or later in this life.  Accordingly I’d like my work to speak Christ’s words of comfort to all who are weary or 

hurting.” 

Forrest takes a unique approach to the format of the traditional “Requiem.”  While the usual format is to pray for peace 

for those who have gone on before, Dan Forrest is offering a prayer for peace for the living.  The work builds to a 

climax with a solo based on Matthew 11:28 where Jesus offers the invitation, “Come unto Me all ye who are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest.”   

 

Festival Choir and Orchestra  

to present 
 

Requiem for the Living 
by Dan Forrest 

 

Sunday, April 2 at 10:00  

(Combined Worship service for the morning) 
 

Save the Date & 

Note the Time Change 

 

Festival Choir and Orchestra  

to present 
 

Requiem for the Living 

by Dan Forrest 
 

Sunday, April 2 at 10:00  

(combined service for the morning) 
 

Save the Date & 

Note the Time Change 
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January 23 –April 3 God and Church, 6-8th grade 6-8 p.m. in Room 314 

January 29 Family Worship Service 
Game Day NO CLASSES 

February 22 Parents Kids and Money Matters 6:00 p.m. 
More Information to come 

March 1 Ash Wednesday NO KIDZ KONNECTION 

March 5 Lenten Kickoff  All Grades 9:15 a.m. in  Room 314 

March 19 – April 9 Sunday School Fundraiser 
Noisy cans Bring your change! 

April 2 Sunday School time change 
Choir event 

10:00 – 11:00!  
Go directly to classrooms.  

April 10 – May 15 God and Life 9-12th grade 6-8 p.m. in Room 314 

April 16 Easter Sunday NO CLASSES 

April 30 Family Worship Day NO CLASSES 

“God does not call the qualified. He qualifies the called” – Author Unknown 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

God and Church 

There is still time to register for God and Church. If your child is in 6-8th grade please register them at 
www.appfumc.org. Parents are encouraged to join their child as an adult mentor. More information about 
the P.R.A.Y. Program can be found at https://www.praypub.org/. Cost of the class is $10.  Please register no 
later than February 5.  
 

Parents, Kids, and Money Matters 

Wednesday evening February 22 at 6 p.m. parents and their children are invited to this workshop. You and 
your child will gain tools that will help you have healthy money talks about spending influences, sharing, 
saving, and spending options all while having fun!  More information will be coming. Children should be 6-10 
years old and must be accompanied by an adult. 
 

Lenten Kickoff 

It’s hard to believe it’s that time of year already! Our Sunday School Lenten kickoff will begin March 5. After 
Children’s Time all Sunday School classes will proceed to room 314 for special activities, snacks, a movie, and 
a presentation about this years’ service project. We will be supporting Heifer International.  
 
Make sure to bring your change March 19 – April 9th! The children will have their noisy cans ready, and our 
classrooms will also prepare special treats for sale in Fellowship Hall!  We will also have election ballots in 
each classroom. The animal - candidate with the most change at the end of our fundraiser will win!! 

Dates and activities are subject to change. 
Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry board and updated newsletters. 

http://www.appfumc.org/
https://www.praypub.org/
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“God does not call the qualified. He qualifies the called” – Author Unknown 

 Class Time Change April 2 

Due to the choir event that will be taking place we will have one combined service at 10:00. Children should 
go directly to their classrooms and not the sanctuary.  Classes will run from 10:00 – 11:00 or until the worship 
service is over.  There will be no music time for our preschoolers.   
 

Children’s Ministry Team 

The Children’s Ministry Team is currently looking for people to join our team!  We are a fun group that love to 
plan events, make decisions about curriculum, try to find new ways to energize our ministry, and find ways to 
minister to children in these challenging times.  Our next meeting is March 19 at 10:30 in room 311. Childcare 
is available. We would love to have you join us. You do not need to have children in our program to be part of 
our team! We hope to see you there! 
 

Leader Needed 

is looking for a fun, energetic person to take over as classroom leader.  

is part video based and part interactive games and activities.  Now would be the perfect 
time to get trained before our school year ends! Please contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org  
for more information about this amazing opportunity. 
 

Ash Wednesday 

There will be no  on March 1 so that your family can spend some quality time together 
during the start of this special season.   We would like to invite your family to come and worship with us this 
evening and receive ashes as a special reminder of the incredible sacrifice given to us in Jesus. We will resume 
classes on March 8.  
 

Parents, Kids, and Money Matters 

Look for more information to come home with your children.  This workshop will take place during Kidz 
Konnection on February 22. We are encouraging all families with children ages 6-10 to attend.  All Parents are 
invited to go, as well as their children. Children that attend must be accompanied by an adult.   We will keep 
you posted on whether we will have a class depending on how many families take advantage of this 
presentation.  
 
 

***SAVE THE DATE*** 

VBS JULY 24 – 28!! 

 
 
 

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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GRIEFSHARE SEMINAR AND SUPPORT 

GROUP 
 

No matter what the circumstances, grief recovery 

is a painful process.   I understand from personal 

experience just how deeply the loss of a loved one 

hurts, and I want you to know about a seminar and 

support group that our church is sponsoring.  The 

GriefShare program is specifically for those 

grieving the death of a family member or friend.   

GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that 

features some of the nation’s foremost Christian 

experts on grief and recovery topics.  The video 

seminars are combined with group discussion of 

the materials presented during the video, as well 

as participants sharing how they themselves are 

dealing with the death of their loved one.   

Each week is a different topic, so I encourage 

participants to attend the entire 13-week cycle to 

get the maximum benefit.  I realize that there are 

times when your schedule will not allow you to be 

in attendance, perhaps even the first week or two.  

Come and join us when you can.  People can join 

at any point in the 13-week cycle.  There is no 

requirement that you talk or share in the group.   

Over the weeks, participants will begin to gain 

closure in their loss.   Regardless of how much 

time has passed, even years later it can be difficult 

to move forward in life when you are still dealing 

with the grief and emptiness that happens after a 

loved one dies.  

Brochures highlighting the GriefShare program 

are available at the downstairs information desk.  

This program is open to the community, so please 

feel free to share this information with someone 

who could benefit from the program.  Please 

contact me if you have questions or would like 

more information about GriefShare.  I would 

welcome the opportunity to talk with you.     

Our next GriefShare series will begin on 

Thursday, March 9th, and each week's class will 

be offered at two different times each and every 

Thursday:  1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m., OR 6:00 p.m. - 

8:00 p.m.   All classes will be held in the Wesley 

Room. 

 

Phyllis Freeman, 574-2859 or 

pfreeman1@new.rr.com 

GriefShare Facilitator 

 

 
Get Your Scrip On! 
You all know that the Scrip gift card program generates 

approximately $10,000 toward our church Operating Fund 

annually. That’s great, but we’d like to grow it even more.  

How can you help? 

Think about all the different everyday necessities you 

purchase every month, and then consider buying Scrip 

cards to use for all those purchases. We have many cards in 

stock, and hundreds more we can easily get for you.  

Need gas? We have Kwik-Trip and Moto-Mart in stock, but 

we can get many others like BP, Shell, etc. 

Need groceries? We have Festival, Woodman’s, Piggly-

Wiggly, Pick-N-Save, Wal-Mart and Target, but we can 

easily get Jewel, Whole foods and many others! 

Even hardware needs are easy to solve since we now carry 

Menard’s cards, but can quickly get Lowe’s Home Depot 

and others as well. 

If you’ve never purchased Scrip cards before, don’t let that 

stop you - it’s really easy!  

Stop by the Scrip tables before Saturday service (in the 

Conference Room), or after the 9:00 Sunday service (in 

Fellowship Hall during coffee/fellowship time). We’ll 

quickly sign you up so every card you buy contributes to the 

church mission, and gives you credit on your annual giving 

statement.  Thank you for your support of this mission!   

The Scrip Team 

 
 
 
 
 

YOU CAN GIVE $250 TO CHURCH 

THIS YEAR 

JUST THROUGH YOUR REGULAR SPENDING! 
 

--Groceries - $200/month for a year = $100 total donation 

--Gas - $100/month for a year = $50 total donation  

--Shopping (Target, Shopko, Kohls…) $50/month for a year 

 = $25 total donation to church 

--Dining Out (Subway, BWW, Culvers) $50/month for a 

 year = $50 total donation to church 

--Coffee $30/month for a year = $25 total donation to church 
 

LOOKING FOR 10 NEW FAMILIES  

TO START USING SCRIP 
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Mission of the Month 
 

Continuing into the second month of the New Year, we spotlight the Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs of The Fox Valley.  

The Clubs’ mission is to inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need them most, to realize their 

full potential as productive, responsible, and caring citizens. The Clubs offer programming in character and leadership 

development, education and career development, health and life skills, the arts, sports and fitness, and recreation. 

Their staff compiled a list of the 14 most wanted items at this time. The “Wish List” includes: 

 Children’s books, constructions paper, water color paints, board games, card games, hula hoops,  

 all types of sheet music(for all instruments), duct tape, band aids, oven mitts, measuring cups,  

 all sizes of mixing bowls, rolling pins and cookie sheets. 

Both new and gently used items will be accepted. Please place your donations in the large wooden box labeled “Boys 

and Girls Clubs” outside of the Wesley Room. The items will lovingly be delivered to the recipients on March 1
st
.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Hello! My name is Megan Larsen and 

  I am a member here at FUMC. I attend 

  college at the University of  

  Northwestern – St. Paul, and I will be 

  traveling to Kenya for a mission trip 

with my soccer team in the beginning of March. While 

there, I will be leading soccer clinics for the youth as 

well as working with local orphanages and youth 

programs where my team and I will have the 

opportunity to spread the love of Christ and share the 

Gospel story through testimony. I am asking, during 

these next few weeks of preparation, as well as 

throughout my trip, that you keep my soccer team and 

me in your prayers. Please pray for our safety during 

travels, the hearts of the people we will be sharing with, 

that they may grasp the Gospel message and allow it to 

transform their lives, and for my teammates and me, 

that we may experience God in a new and exciting way. 

Thank you in advance for your love and prayers—I look 

forward to sharing my experiences with you when I 

return! 

 

 
 

 

                      
 

The Missions Team at First United Methodist would 

like to thank everyone who participated in the 

December Mission of the Month for Iris Place.  They 

were extremely grateful for the gifts of pillows, 

blankets, towel sets, paper towels, journals and adult 

coloring book with colored pencils.  Iris Place is an 

organization of NAMI Fox Valley and is a peer run 

respite.  They are relatively new as they have been 

open since April of 2015.  Everyone at Iris Place 

thanks you for your kindness and generosity. 

 

PHOEBE Circle 
Phoebe Circle will be meeting on Tuesday, February 14. 

We will be assembling Valentine bags that go to the 

residents at Harbor House.  We need small items for 

children and women that we can put into the bags.   

Items such as: socks, nail polish, lip balm, Valentine 

candy, toiletries, etc. We have a number of other items 

that will also go into the bags.  We will meet in the 

Wesley Room at 9:30 am.  Please come join us and help 

fill bags. 

 

A Blessing to the Blessed… 
Yes, we are all in this together! Each year you step up 

and donate warm clothes, t-shirts, baby blankets, 

shoes, bath towels and numerous other items to the 

Community Clothes Closet.  Many, many of our 

neighbors are warmer on their way to work or school, 

have comfortable shoes, and snuggle in cozy beds, etc. 

Thank you so very much. Your gifts are most 

welcome, and sincerely appreciated. As we say good-

bye to winter and turn to spring cleaning please 

consider donating to the “closet” Thanks again. 

-Carol Christenson 
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WHO’S TALKING TO YOUR KIDS ABOUT MONEY? 

Movies, advertisers, friends … they can all affect your kids’ attitudes 
about life— and money.  

Find out how to talk to them about influences, choices and responsible money 
habits. Join us for:  

Parents, Kids and Money Matters® 

This free educational workshop, designed for you and your child age 6 to 10, will 
help you: • Reflect on the values you want your kids to learn. • Teach your kids 
about money and values. • Learn practical tools to make teaching about money fun.    

 

 

Advertisers are talking to your teens—you should be 
too! Learn how to help your teens make intentional 
choices in how they share, save and spend. 
 
Join us for: 

Parents, Teens and Money Matters® 

 
• Increase your understanding of stewardship. 
• Make intentional choices about sharing, saving and 
  spending money. 
• Talk about money and values in your family. 

Wednesday, February 22, 2017 

6:00 - 7:00 p.m. in Asbury Lounge 

Sign up in the church office or call 920-734-2677 or email office@appfumc.org and reserve your spot today.  
This workshop will be presented by David R. Jensen, CFP®, MBA, FIC. 
Refreshments will be served at the workshop. 
 
 

More workshops coming in March 

 Social Security- Strategize to Maximize on Sunday, March 5
th
 

Retire Wisely on Sunday, March 19
th
   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjvh6z0qtnRAhXLxYMKHeKXAZYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.thrivent.com/&psig=AFQjCNH8zp3rFW9wMDqcWbXjYeMEDbf8dQ&ust=1485297605054770
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Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677    Fax number 920-882-1461 

http://www.appfumc.org 

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton 

Pastor Jayneann’s blog: fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com 

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
           

             FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

             325 E Franklin St     

            Appleton, WI  54911             
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Ministers:        All members and friends 

 
Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson 

 Nancy Hermanson  

 Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  

Lead Pastor: 
 Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Jayneann McIntoshJMcIntosh@appfumc.org  

Visitation Pastor 
 Dave Farina   DLFarina71@hotmail.com  

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &  

Bass Clef:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 

Principal Organist: 
 Kathy Orth (Lead)   Lkorth8285@att.net  

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  

Wesley Handbells: 
     Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    

SonshineSingers:  

Gabriella Makuc 

gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu 

Genesis Choir: 
 Clara Imon-Pedtke 

 clara.y.imonpedtke@lawrence.edu   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   

Office Assistant: 

 Molly Endter  Molly@appfumc.org  

Custodians:   
     Francois Russell   Francois@appfumc.org  

     and Tom Martens 

 

           
 

Elizabeth Tobler- Mildred Ohline Scholarship 

 
There is a scholarship awarded each year. One could be awarded up to 

$2,000 depending on how many scholarships are granted. The applicant 

must be living in the Appleton Area School District and/or be a member 

of one of the United Methodist Churches in Appleton. The applicant 

must be seeking his or her first baccalaureate degree from any 

accredited four year program. All applications must be received in the 

church office by March 1 to be considered. Pick up a scholarship 

application in the church office or call to have one mailed to you.  
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