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Festival Choir and Orchestra to present

by Dan Forrest
Sunday, May 20 at 10:00
The Festival Choir and Orchestra of First United Methodist Church will present
Jubilate Deo by Dan Forrest on Sunday, May 20. There will be one combined service
at 10:00 for this special worship experience. You are welcome and encouraged to join
the Festival Choir as they prepare to present this magnificent work. Rehearsals begin
January 3 at 6:30 in the choir room. Contact Bob Butler, Director of Music Ministries,
for further information.
Dan Forrest’s Jubilate Deo brings to life the global aspect of the traditional Psalm 100
text, “O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands,” by setting it in seven different languages
and drawing from a wide spectrum of musical influences. Each movement combines
some characteristics of its language-group’s musical culture with the composer’s own
musical language. Movements include liturgical Latin, intertwined Hebrew and Arabic,
Mandarin Chinese, Zulu, Spanish, Song of the Earth (untexted), and a closing
movement combining several of these languages with English. The result is a stunning
global celebration of joy, as all the earth sings as one, “omnis terra, jubilate!”
We of the Festival Choir and orchestra of the First United Methodist Church echo Dan
Forrest’s words when he says, “Whatever abilities I have for creating beauty are gifts
from God, so I will make the most beautiful music I can, not because making music is
my ultimate end, but because…the true ultimate end is glorifying God. Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. ‘He must increase, and I must decrease.’”

January Memory Verse:
5Trust
6In

in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.
all your ways acknowledge him, and He will make straight your paths.
Proverbs 3:5-6
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What’s More Important: To Worship God or to Do Good?
You may not find that this is a particularly well thought through question. Isn’t the
obvious answer that these two actions should not be an ‘either…or’ but rather a
‘both…and?’ Yet in the reality of our lives we often encounter this pair as an
‘either…or.’ This plays out very much in the scope of the life of the local church.
What is the local church for? Are we a place of worship or are we a service
organization?

Pastor Ponderings

If we were a service organization we’d be a very bad one, spending a vastly significant
amount of our resources on worship services which are not service related (Let’s face
it, when we speak of worship “services” we typically can’t showcase hands-on service
actions).
If our answer is: ‘We are primarily a place of worship’ we ask where this leaves the
service aspect of the church in doing good.
Here is the thing: You can do a lot of worshipping and still do no good to others! And
you can do a lot of good but still not worship God (think about that one…). Will it
surprise you when I say: Wesley had it right? He emphasized the catchy slogan, “there
is no holiness but social holiness.” Through this he gave his early Methodists – and
many others – good direction:
There is no such thing as individual holiness in the sense of solitary religion. The
gospel of Jesus Christ points us toward each other as we display obedience to the
words of the Word that became flesh. First Church has many outlets in which we
invite you to put social holiness into action. There are our caring ministries, our
mission oriented outreach ministries like serving meals in the shelter or supporting
Mission of the Month, the Concern & Action Ministry Team that invites us
periodically to consider holistic action in social justice issues, mission trip
opportunities …

-continued on p. 3- Ponderings

January 6th – February 11th 2018 Preaching Plan

January 2018
Pulpit
Preview
Our pre-Lenten worship schedule will take us all over
the place! The first two weekends we will finish the
childhood journey of Jesus. We started with “Christmas
through the eyes of Joseph” back in December and
followed the holy couple all the way to Egypt and back.
On the first weekend in 2018 we will contemplate from
the Gospel of John’s angle what Jesus’ birth was like
and conclude the journey with a look at Jesus the
teenager from Luke’s perspective. By the way: On the
last weekend of January we will have our own First
Church teenagers who will lead us in worship.
We will also have three themes on justice related topics:
“Discrimination” as a follow up to Martin Luther King
Jr. Day; “Poverty and Hunger” in combination with the
Super Soup Sunday, and “Advocating for Assault
Victims,” including sexual assault.

January 6/7 – Communion, All church Bible verse drawing
Theme: The incarnation of God’s Word - in Christ and in us!
Text: John 1:1-5, 10-14, 16f
January 13/14 – Pastor Liz preaching
Theme: Empowerment of the Next Generation
Text: Luke 2:43-51
January 20/21
Theme: Discrimination
Text: Galatians 3:28 and other assorted passages
January 27/28 – Youth service, all three weekend services
Theme: Lost & Found
Text: Matthew 9:9-13, Luke 19:1-10
February 3/4 – Communion, Super Soup Sunday
Theme: Fighting Poverty and Hunger
Text: Isaiah 58:6-10
February 10/11 – Pastor Liz preaching
Theme: "Breaking the Silence” (Sexual Assault)
Text: Selected verses from 2 Samuel 13
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Ponderings cont’d from p. 2 –
…and there is worship! Worship happens in community and is thus a
social interaction (e.g. try singing a hymn in worship without engaging
with the organist and other singers around you).

It has been a wonderful first six
months being in ministry with you
here at Appleton First UMC. I hope
you are still as excited as I am that
God has put us together. You are a
wonderful blessing to me. One of the
blessings that you receive by having a
young pastor is going through the
ordination process with me.
Although I have already finished my
master's degree, the ordination
process requires me to take a unit of
Clinical Pastoral Education
(CPE). This unit will help me learn
how to better do pastoral care, but
even more importantly allows me to
explore the emotions and reactions
that I have during the conversations
that I have with people, making
pastoral care even more
effective. God has blessed me with
being able to do this unit over the
course of about four months, and be
able to do all of the pastoral care
hours within this church instead of in
a hospital setting. Because of the
immense number of hours required
(300 visiting hours and 100 learning
hours), I will be slightly less available
in other areas of my ministry for these
months (January through June).
Thank you for your understanding.
With God’s Love,

I invite you to see the opportunity to do good unto others each time you
come to worship God. I invite you also to let the worship of God inspire
you toward social holiness in actions that transform our community and
the world. Many of you are already so busy working for community
organizations or church ministries that transform our world, but I want
you all to know that the next two months at First Church will give us a
higher-than-usual amount of opportunities to do good (please take a peek
at the pulpit preview and you’ll see!). Take advantage of them to find
expressions of engaging in social holiness. As we begin a new year, I pray
that we have opportunities to see how our worship of God is indeed
integrally connected with doing good. And even more: I pray that we find
out how doing both gives more meaning to both.

Happy New Year!

Pastor Markus

Church Records
Deaths:
11-05-2017
Anita Taugner
(listed incorrectly in last month’s newsletter)
12-03-2017
Ronald Dunbar
12-14-2017
Uda “Marie” Boardman

Baptism:
12-17-17
Carter William, son of
Curtis Duwe and Meghan Hodgson
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Buying from AMAZON?????
Did you know that AMAZON is available on Scrip?
YES – you could be giving the Church 2.5% of all those
Amazon purchases!?! Plus it’s easy!!!
Sign up for Scrip Now– and on your phone or computer you
can purchase an Amazon gift card which loads directly into
your Amazon account. Use the credit in your Amazon
account to make your purchase and the church gets 2.5%!
It’s that easy!
ScripNow allows you to purchase gift cards to ANYWHERE
right on your phone or computer … while you are shopping,
traveling, dining out, etc. Think how great it will be when
almost all your purchases that you already make every day
are earning money for the Church!
Stop by the Scrip table to get signed up for Scrip Now or
email Sue Swanson for more info scs003@aol.com.

Phoebe Circle

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
$6 per person or $12 max per family
What’s for dinner?
January 3- Ham Loaf
January 10- Chicken Divan
January 17- Swiss Steak
January 24- Baked Ham
January 31- Chicken Pot Pie

Phoebe Circle will be meeting Tuesday, January 9th at 9:30 a.m. at
St. Joe’s Food Pantry. Please note the meeting place change for this
month. St. Joe’s Food Pantry is located at 1465 Opportunity Way,
Menasha. This is just south of Midway Road between Highway 47
and Oneida St. After touring St. Joe’s and learning about their
service to those in need, we will go next door and tour the
Community Clothes Closet. Many of our church members volunteer
at both places which provide a valuable service to the
community. If you wish to bring a donation, for one or both of the
places we visit, that would be appreciated. Please consider joining
us to find out more about these wonderful places and the services
they provide and the people they help. If you have any questions,
please feel free to call Ellen Roe at 734-7302.

A note to the
Missions
Ministry Team
and First church
from the director
of St. Joseph
Food Program,
Monica Clare.

The Brass Sextet
Bob Anderson, Garritt Fleming, Larry Orth,
Jennifer Wanink, Markus Wegenast, Liz Whitford
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Mission of the Month
Would you like to receive weekly
e-News?

The Mission of the Month for January 2018 is the Homeless Connections
Shelter. The numbers of homeless citizens in the Valley continue to
increase each year. The 75 bed Shelter has a waiting list of 57 daily. The
Shelter has continuous need for supplies to provide shelter and to support
the residents in obtaining stable housing. Items needed include personal
hygiene, laundry supplies and linens, baby care supplies, kitchen and lunch
bag supplies, office supplies and gift cards and passes for community
resources and stores. A more comprehensive list is available on the
Mission Bulletin Board near the portico church entrance.
Items donated are collected in the designated wooden box in the Wesley
Room hallway. Monetary donations can be made by addressing your check
to First United Methodist Church and writing Homeless Connections in the
memo line, place in the Offering Plate or leave at the Church Office.

The softball team
would like to thank all
those who contributed
chili to the chili dinner
that was served prior to
the Festival of CarolsIt was a huge success!
Also, thanks to all who
enjoyed the meal. The
team made over $700
which will go towards
the team’s entry fees as
well as equipment. The
two youth that helped
clear tables were given
money towards their
mission trip expenses.
Again, thank you!

Starting in 2018 our church office will
offer for you to receive a weekly
e-News email. It will convey special
reminders and share timely
announcements that deserve attention
before they are in print for the weekend
bulletins. It will also contain our regular
bulletin announcements in case you
missed the weekend in church and want
to stay up to date.
We want to be conscientious regarding
the amount of emails you receive and
not send this to you automatically. If
you would like to receive the e-News
please contact the church office or sign
up for it on the You Can Count On Me
sheet in the weekly bulletins. You can
unsubscribe at any time.

Our Youth will be serving our church family by baking
cookies and sending care packages to our college students in
February. The Cookie Bake will be held on Saturday, January
27, from 8 - Noon. We are in need of donations of sugar
cookie dough, money for postage ($8 per box), and Youth and
Adult Leaders to bake the cookies. Last year we baked 110
dozen cookies and sent 58 care packages. In addition, we are
looking for College Student addresses. If you are a college
student or have a college student in your family, please send
addresses to bstahl@appfumc.org by January 15.
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Festival of Carols, 2017
Thank You!
Thank you to all of those who participated in the Festival
of Carols concert on Friday, December 8. There were
nearly 125 musicians involved along with another 20
who worked behind the scenes. This was a great
evening in the life of our church, as we celebrated the
birth of Jesus through music. It takes a team effort to
make something of this magnitude a success; each
member of the team plays a vitally important role. We
express our gratitude and thanks to the following:












Directors
Accompanists
Singers
Ringers
Instrumentalists
Ushers
Set-up and tear-down crews
Wardrobe assistants
Typists, printers, folders, and stuffers
Audio and Video crew
Volunteers who helped with many other
miscellaneous details

We also thank the nearly 650 of you in attendance. We
were glad to have you here. It is our prayer that you
were blessed as you listened to the music and
participated in the singing of the carols. Our hope is that
this worship experience helped you to focus on “the
reason for the season” as you took time out of you busy
schedules to be here. It was a blessing and a privilege for
all of us to experience this together! A special thank you
is extended to all who gave to the offering. Because of
your generosity, a check for nearly $6700 has been
presented to the Salvation Army Food Pantry.
Soli Deo Gloria!
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See insert for class descriptions
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Our next Wednesday Night Youth Group Message Series will be “What
If We Let God Run The Show?” Featuring the Disney/Pixar film
"Inside Out" January 3, 10, 17, 24, and February 7. We will not have a
regularly scheduled Youth/Group on January 31, instead the Youth
Group will go sledding at Memorial Park from 6:00-8:00 pm.

What If We Let God Run The Show?

Balloon Wonderment & Thrift Formal

WhatBalloon
WeWonderment
Let God
Fantastical
2018, will happen on Sunday, January 7 from 4:00-7:30 pm. All Youth in grades 6-12
are invited
to
celebrate
the
New
Year
faith, friends, balloon games, balloon challenges, and a room filled with 2500
Run
thewithShow?
balloons. A Taco Bar will be served! Cost is $5. As always, friends are welcome to attend. We are looking for a few
Adult Leaders to join in the fantastical fun.
The 8th Annual High School Thrift Formal Dinner Party will be held on Sunday, January 21, from 6:00-7:30 pm at HuHot
Mongolian Grill, 3456 W College Avenue in Appleton. High School Youth (Grades 9-12) are encouraged to visit local
thrift stores or your parent’s closets, and create a Formal Dinner Party outfit. The best outfit will win dinner! Please join
in the fun!
Our Youth will be serving our church family, by baking cookies and sending care packages to our college students on
Saturday, January 27, from 8:00 am – Noon. We are in need of donations of sugar cookie dough and Adults and Youth to
bake the cookies, and $8 per box for shipping. Last year we sent 58 care packages to 9 different states.
Our Youth Ministries have the honor of leading all three Worship services the weekend of January 27-28. The Youth will
plan and lead Worship. The Youth are incredibly blessed to be a part of a congregation that supports them, loves them,
and encourages them to bring their true selves to worship. Youth interested in being part of Worship should contact Brian
Stahl at bstahl@appfumc.org or text him at 920-840-5075.
Our annual Winter Retreat (Grades 6-12) to Camp Zion in Ellison Bay is February 2-4 2017. The cost of the weekend is
$150. Youth will enjoy Tubing, Broom Ball, Great Food, Worship, and so much more. Our church will join other United
Methodist Churches from around Wisconsin. We are in need of 2 Adult Leaders!

Cookie Bake: January
27

January 27-28, 2018

Winter Retreat
February 2-4

New Year’s Blessings,
Brian Stahl
Director of Youth & Young adult Ministries
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News
Have you been blessed by ministries in our church? Would you like to bless
a child the same way? We are looking for classroom teachers and helpers.
Leading a class is rewarding, fun, and you help to teach children the Word of
God! Classrooms are organized, and there is little to no gathering of
supplies! The curriculum is easy to follow and jam packed with activities to
keep the little ones busy for the whole hour. When possible, the ideal
commitment from our teachers is one time per month!

Join one of our great teaching teams and help us teach children some of the most important lessons they will ever learn!
Contact Christine Ladewig at cladewig@appfumc.org for more information.

NEW Puppet Ministry
We are so excited to roll out our new Puppet Ministry! We will have
an informational meeting on January 14 at 10:30 in room 315 for
people in 6th grade and older. Come learn about the commitment,
how to use a puppet, and all the ins and outs of puppet mastery!
Please contact Norman Ladewig at norman.ladewig@gmail.com if
you would like more information.

Christian Parenting Study
Join us on Sunday Mornings beginning January 7 at
10:30 in Asbury Lounge for Sacred Parenting. We
will learn how God uses children to change their
parents, and how the practice of caring for our
children shapes our souls and forms the character of
Christ within us. Books can be purchased by calling
the church office or by filling out the You Can Count
on Me in your church bulletin.

10:30 Sunday School
SAVE THE DATE!!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JULY 23-27 FROM 9am – noon
More details to come.

Children ages 3 years – 5th grade are welcome to join
us in room 224 (second floor) for 10:30 Sunday school.
We will offer this program from January – May.
Children will be using the Illustrated Children’s
Ministry program and learning about compassion. This
curriculum focuses primarily around a particular
biblical story for the week, and all of the components of
each of the lessons point back to that biblical story.
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It takes a village to keep our Children’s Ministry going. I would like to express
my heartfelt thanks to everyone that made 2017 such a great year.
Our Children’s Ministry Team and our VBS Directors have worked tirelessly
planning and implementing fun special events for the children. They are
definitely the heart of this ministry and we could not do what we do without
them. Our ministry teams members are: Wendy Anzelmo, Deb Anzelmo,
Laura Nobbe, Shelby Wessley, John Franciosi, Tracy Melzl, Crystal Janousek,
Joy Johnson, Kathy Collar, Becky Hurlbutt, Nicki Mech, Norman Ladewig,
Jill Geurts, Terry Weinfurter and Gabby Hermes.
Our teachers who work together to make sure there is coverage in the classrooms and support each other when illness
strikes and one can’t teach. They care and nurture our children each week planting the seeds of faith into their hearts.
Our Nursery Ministry Team. These people are amazing! They are willing to give so much to make sure that your little
ones are cared for and loved. Our nursery is open every Sunday for both services.
Our Pastors. It is so awesome to see what happens when you have pastors that are passionate about Children’s Ministry.
We are so lucky to have Pastor Markus and Pastor Liz as active role models for our youngest members.
Our children’s parents. You have the biggest impact on your children’s faith development. We are honored to walk
beside you and support you.
Our church that provides snacks, donates to our causes, helps in classrooms, cleans the classrooms, takes on the Christmas
play, and so much more!
I am very excited to see what God has planned for 2018!
Blessings,

Christine Ladewig
Director of Children’s Ministries

Capital Projects Progress Report
Capital building improvement and updates continue to progress for many of the
items on the Capital Projects list. The window well refurbishment has been
completed except for replacement of the railings. The railings are being
reworked and painted. A new ceiling with updated ceiling tiles and LED lighting
has just been completed in the Fellowship Hall. The boiler room concrete floor
is being removed and new concrete has been poured completing the project.
New LED lighting installation throughout the facility is beginning December
19th. The project will take approximately two weeks to complete. The Sanctuary
pendant light retrofit to LED cassettes will begin after January 1st of next year.
When completed all lighting in the facility will be converted to energy efficient
LED lamps and fixtures. This project will save a great deal of electricity cost due
to the efficiency of the LED lamps and fixtures. Although the project will cost in
excess of $50,000 there are incentives from Focus on Energy that amount to $8,000. It is estimated this project will pay
for itself over a five year period due to electrical energy savings. At the Trustees last meeting different options for
replacement of all of the windows in the school wing classrooms, Fellowship Hall, Asbury Lounge, Wesley Room and
kitchen were presented. Options are being sent out for bids and at the next Trustees meeting in January it is anticipated
that a decision on the types of windows and supplier of the windows will be made. Progress continues with assessment of
the heating controls and air-conditioning throughout the facility that currently is not air-conditioned. Those non-airconditioned areas are, the school wing classrooms, Fellowship Hall, Wesley Room and Sanctuary. A new more energy
efficient unit will replace the two units currently in the Asbury Lounge. Engineers and Heating Ventilating and Air
Conditioning contractors have surveyed the requirements and are putting together proposals as to types of air-conditioning
units and associated costs. It is exciting to be able to inform all of you both members and friends of First United
Methodist Church of the wonderful progress that is being made. It is through your generosity to the Capital Campaign
that is making all of this possible with more improvements and updates to come as we continue through the projects list of
items.
The Board of Trustees
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Bill and
Arden
Thomas

Cliff and Lynn
Halley

We now introduce Cliff and Lynn Halley. Cliff was born and raised
in Wichita, KS with two brothers and moved to Racine when he
was 16. He graduated from UW-Oshkosh majoring in journalism.
Lynn was born and raised in Oostburg, WI with two brothers, and
graduated from UW-Oshkosh majoring in marketing. Guess where
they met? That’s right, at UWO! They were married on June 7,
1986.
Cliff started working for Val-Pak in 1986 in Minnesota and has
been with Val-Pak ever since, first as a salesman, and then
purchasing the franchise in Appleton in 1990. Lynn has worked at
the Appleton Val-Pak since moving to Appleton and, in 2015,
began working part-time as Finance Manager here at First Church
(a job she loves and will be employed here for many, many years to
come, right Lynn?)!
They have two daughters, Kristina, who lives in Naperville, Illinois,
and Erica who lives in Milwaukee. Kristina is a physician’s
assistant and is getting married on December 31, 2018. Erica is a
special education teacher in Milwaukee and is getting married on
June 30, 2018. WOW! Two weddings in one year!
They recently purchased a home on Little Lake Butte des Morts and
have been working on the many remodeling projects connected
with owning lake property. They enjoy riding on the pontoon boat,
unless Cliff is fishing or golfing. He has been a member of the
church’s softball team and use to be a member of the church’s
basketball team. Because of Lynn’s position at First Church, she is
involved with many church committees. They are huge Packer fans
and attend as many games as they can (rain, shine, snow and bitter
cold), most recently traveling to Cleveland.
Lynn shared one interesting story. They were coming to church
when the girls were young and Cliff slipped on the ice and broke
his ankle. Apparently that didn’t deter them as they keep coming to
First Church! We are happy they are!

Bill and Arden Thomas have been members at
First Church since moving to Appleton in 1970
from Milwaukee. Bill was born in Trinidad,
Colorado and was raised in Fort Collins,
Colorado. After being drafted while in high
school, he attended Bowling Green State
University and the University of Illinois as part
of the Navy V-12 program (deck officer
training). He graduated with an electrical
engineering degree from Colorado State
University. He worked at Allis Chalmers in
Milwaukee before his transfer to Appleton in
1970. After retiring from Allis Chalmers in
Appleton, he taught math at the technical school
for five years.
Arden was raised in Milwaukee and graduated
from nurses training. She worked at the
Lutheran Hospital when she met Bill. They
were married in 1954. She retired from
Appleton Medical Center after 23 years of
service. They have two sons living in California,
one son in Oregon, their daughter lives in
Germantown, and a son lives in Madison. They
have eight grandchildren and, as of yet, no greatgrandchildren – hoping soon!
Bill has been on many committees at church and
they both were involved in lay witness missions
going to different churches. Arden sang in the
sanctuary choir for many, many years.
In September, Bill had a cochlear implant at
Froedtert Hospital to help with his hearing. It is
working! They have taken many trips, some
through the Elder Hostels, and enjoy traveling
out west. They have driven from Maine to San
Francisco! They recently moved to the Heritage
and enjoy all the activities there. They also like
to read. They find they are very busy in
retirement!
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Come worship with us!

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month.
Office Phone 920-734-2677
Fax number 920-882-1461 Website www.appfumc.org
Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail? E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request.
Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton
Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible

Ministers:

All members and friends

Lay Leader:
Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com
Staff Parish Relations Chairperson:
Nancy Hermanson Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
325 E Franklin St
Appleton, WI 54911
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Lead Pastor:
Rev. Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org
Pastor of Discipleship:
Rev. Liz Whitford LWhitford@appfumc.org
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Visitation Pastor:
Rev. Dave Farina DLFarina71@hotmail.com
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries:
Brian Stahl Bstahl@appfumc.org
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org
Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &
Bass Clef:
Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org
Principal Organist:
information.
Kathy
Orth Lkorth8285@att.net
Pianist:
Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com
Wesley Handbells:
Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com
Grace:
Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com
Sonshine Singers:
Katie Nelson katharyn.e.nelson@lawrence.edu
Genesis Choir:
Kyle Schleife kyle.r.schleife@lawrence.edu
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Wessley cswessley@yahoo.com
Building & Technology Manager:
Tom Weinfurter TomW@appfumc.org
Finance Manager:
Lynn Halley LHalley@appfumc.org
Administrative Assistant:
Amy Concepción Amy@appfumc.org
Office Assistant:
Molly Endter Molly@appfumc.org
Custodians:
Francois Russell Francois@appfumc.org
Tom Martens

Looking For Lent Leaders
Enjoy the Advent Study, but wish you could be a host? Were you a
host for the Advent Study, and want to try a little longer study?
You’ll want to be a part of our study for Lent:
24 Hours that Changed the World by Adam Hamilton.
Groups can meet anywhere (church, coffee shops, or homes), and the
study comes with a very easy to use Study Guide. Sign up today with
Pastor Liz.

