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January Memory Verse:   
 I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, 

for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”    Joshua 1:9                                 
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Our Capital Campaign 
– by Pastor Markus 

 

For over a year I’ve had a file on my computer that said “possible capital campaign.” 

On December 6
th
 I could finally change that file name to “capital campaign!” At our 

annual church conference we formally took the vote to engage in a capital campaign. 

I am still impressed by the thoughtfulness of so many of you as we went through the 

process of the Feasibility Study in the fall of 2016 and by the strong support that we 

got for moving forward. There are still a lot of details that need to be answered: We 

don’t have a priority of projects lined up, and since we do not want to take out a loan, 

we will have to wait for actual money to come in until we can determine which 

projects can be tackled at what time. We don’t know if we will raise all the money 

necessary to complete all the projects we shared with you on the “Next Step” 

brochure that was mailed to you in the fall. With this in mind, it was a tough decision 

to also identify a missional allocation of the funds we will receive: as promised in the 

“Next Step” brochure, our church council identified a mission project in our 

community that we want to support through our capital campaign.  

We want to give 5% of funds raise (up to $75,000) to our local Habitat for Humanity. 

This is a large amount of money (as is the $41,500 that we pay for the James 

Company, see opening article in Pastor’s Posts). It is very common for churches that 

engage in a capital campaign to allocate a certain amount up to 20% or more for a 

missional project. Nevertheless, it is a real sacrifice to give this kind of money away. 

It is my great hope that as a congregation we embrace this sacrificial aspect of our 

campaign. I hope that, in the end, we will give a large amount of money away to 

improve our community; I hope we will do this with hearts filled with joy and 

thankfulness. If God enables us as a church to build up our own house through the 

generosity of us, the givers, we want to share this joy in helping someone else to 

build up their house as well. Fascinatingly, $75,000 is exactly the amount that it takes 

for the local Habitat program to build a complete house for a family. We thought 

there is some extra meaningful aspect in picking this specific missional project. And 

who knows, maybe some of us will even want to physically help out in building that 

house as we did last year at the interfaith Habitat project our church participated in.  
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 -by 
Pastor 
Markus 
 

$41,500! 
 

I remember the time my wife 

Carrie and I signed the mortgage 

contract when we bought our first 

house. She said: “I feel like I’m 

signing my life away!” On 

December 12th, Mary Ann 

Wepfer, our retiring church 

council chair, signed our contract 

with the James Company to 

engage us in a capital campaign. 

The good news: the fee for doing a 

capital campaign at First Church is 

NOT as high as the mortgage that 

Carrie and I signed 7 years ago. 

But I felt like I was signing our 

church’s (financial) life away! I 

never had to witness the signing of 

such a steep bill for a non-

construction related expense in a 

church. It clearly was a first. 

$41,500 is the cost to have the 

James Company help and guide us 

in our three year capital fund drive 

starting next year. That’s a lot of 

money. We have considered 

whether we would be better off 

doing the capital campaign without 

the help of a church fundraising 

company, but all the research we 

did and all the feedback we got 

from other churches points in this 

direction: It is much better to go 

into a capital campaign with the 

guidance of a professional 

company; churches that do it 

without typically raise nowhere 

near the amount they would with 

the help of a guiding company. 

 So did we sign our church-

life away? At this year’s annual 

church conference on December 

6th I shared in my Pastor’s Report 

that my biggest goal for next year 

is not to get wrapped up by the 

capital campaign. There is no 

doubt that a capital campaign will 

need the attention and commitment 

from me as the lead pastor but I 

want to avoid making that the main 

purpose of my job a steward of the 

capital campaign; and guess what: 

The James Company will actually 

help me to achieve this goal! Their 

capital campaign philosophy is not 

to hinder church ministries and 

vitality through a campaign but to 

strengthen them. If these next three 

years are marked for us as a church 

not to get lost in a mere focus on 

raising as much money as we can 

but to continue to increase our 

efforts to be that First Church of 

Appleton that shares the Good 

News, I believe the $41.500 will 

be well spent. Having a missional 

component to our fund drive (read 

more about it in the Capital 

Campaign article in this 

newsletter) will enhance this goal 

and will keep reminding us that 

our capital campaign is a means to 

an end: To be a church that makes 

a difference in the community. In 

the spirit of Christmas, God’s 

giving of himself through his and 

in his son, I am looking forward to 

the next three years as we continue 

to REACH new people, to INVITE 

them into a relationship with 

Christ and the ministries of this 

church, and to GROW together 

with them. I hope for us to R.I.G. 

our church sails and strengthen our 

unity around this goal.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

December 31/January 1 

Communion, Bible verses drawing 

- Texts: Isaiah 60:1-6 & 

Matthew 2:1-12 

- Theme: Signs from God 

 

January 7/8  

- Text: Isaiah 42:1-9; 

Matthew 3:13-17 

- Theme: Baptism of the 

Lord 

 

January 14/15  

- Text: John 1: 29-42  

- Theme: Celebration of Lay 

Leadership 

 

January 21/22   

- Text: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

- Theme: Unity and the New 

Year 

 

January 26/27 – A1 Youth 

- Text: select passages 

- Theme: Identity in Christ 
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From Pastor 
Jayneann’s pen  

Wow! I’m putting last 

touches on a liturgy for 

lighting the Christ 

Candle, and you’re 

already on the other side of the 

New Year! What have you 

experienced that I only imagine… 

Actually there’s a lesson here. You 

may have heard it yesterday. 

Everything we read in scripture 

was written by people who had a 

certain set of experiences (context) 

and that was where they were 

writing from. They knew their 

audience and knew the types of 

experiences of those women and 

men. This is true of the Newer and 

Older Testament. It’s especially 

important to keep in mind when 

there’s something from the first 

3/4 of our bibles, because those 

writers were clueless about Jesus! 

Whatever we read there, while we 

see it through the lens of Jesus, 

also had another important 

meaning that can still speak to us 

today.  

Later, the one was call Luke was 

writing for so-called gentiles. The 

one we call Mark used words like 

suddenly, immediately, and at once 

a lot. He clearly felt a sense of 

urgency. (I say “the one we call” 

because we don’t actually know 

who wrote the gospels, the early 

Church just thought it would be 

good to name them after apostles.) 

And, of course, you know that the 

word gospel actually means “good 

news.”  

I pray you will practice living into 

this good news through 2017. I 

hope you are planning to come to 

one of the EveryDay Disciples 

events this month. I’ll talk about 

holistic, balanced discipleship and 

what this calls for from us.  

There will be fun and treats. Plan 

on coming!  
 

 

 

 
 

EveryDay  

Disciples 
 

January 15 and/or 22 in  

the Asbury Lounge after  

the 9 a.m. worship service. 

Discipleship. Some believe it is 

something that happened to 12 

men 2000 years ago. For many 

others, it’s about coming to church 

each weekend, praying, and maybe 

volunteering somewhere or serving 

in the church. Did you know that 

Jesus calls each of us not only to 

be disciples but to grow as 

disciples all our lives?  

In covenant groups, we are 

supported by, and support, others 

as we grow toward spiritual 

maturity by doing “everyday 

things” each day. 

Mark your calendar and plan to 

join Pastor Jayneann and other 

growing disciples so that you too 

can learn about a truly effective 

way to live in the world as Christ’s 

follower. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Yes, Advent – the season of 

preparation for the coming of 

Christ – has passed. Still, it is 

worth looking back momentarily. 

This year we celebrated four gifts 

God shares with us – hope, joy, 

love, and peace. We lit our 

Advent wreaths remembering 

these gifts; sermons from the 

prophet Isaiah used these themes; 

our Advent study used them as 

well. 

Five groups met during the weeks 

of Advent – around 60 people – to 

look at these Christmas Gifts that 

Won’t Break. We shared stories of 

times we have experienced them 

in our lives, and talked about how 

we could share them with others 

through the season and beyond. 

Thank you to everyone who 

attended. If you missed this 

chance, watch for others – in this 

and future newsletters and in 

bulletin announcements. 

 

Near Death Experiences 

Presentation 
 

Monday, February 6, 6 p.m.  

Laurin Bellg, a medical doctor in 

Appleton and member of the 

United Church of Christ is author 

of Near Death in the ICU. She will 

be speaking on Monday, February 

6th, 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., in the 

Common Grounds room at First 

Congregation UCC in Appleton. 

She will discuss her book and the 

topic of near death experiences to  

our local Faith Ambassadors 

group. All interested persons are 

encouraged to attend. 
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ADVANCED LAY SERVANT 

MINISTRY CLASS 
 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 

Saturday, January 28 AND 

Saturday, February 4 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

New Hope UMC,  

1950 Dickinson Rd, De Pere 

Leaders:  Rev. Rebecca Rutter and 

Amy Powell 

Cost:  $13.00 which included the 

cost of the book and postage.   

Please make check payable to 

North East District and send to 

1025 Tullar Road, Neenah 

WI  54956.  The book is Each One 

a Minister by William J. Carter. 

Register deadline:  January 13. 

Lunch will be provided both days. 

For questions or to register contact 

Barbara Franken at 920.991.0548 

or bfranken@wisconsinumc.org 

The book and any instructions will 

be mailed to you prior to the first 

class. 

 

 

Type this link into 

your web browser to 

look at Pastor 

Jayneann blog: 

fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com 

or you can get there from the 

church webpage. Click “Links” in 

the top ribbon. Scroll down. Under 

“First United Methodist” is “Fierce 

Joy & Hope.”  Click that. 

 

Annual Pledge Campaign 

Update 

 
The pledge cards just keep 

trickling into the church 

office!   Thank you to the 273 

families that have returned their 

pledge cards so far!   Our goal is to 

surpass the 300 mark by the end of 

the year – we can do it!!!  If you 

have not already done so, please 

drop your card in the offering 

plate, mail it in, or call/email the 

church office with your pledge 

update.  Your pledge really makes 

a difference!   Thank you for 

supporting First Church on this 

stewardship journey of grace. 

 

 

 
 

January 29 

After 9 a.m. worship  
Jesus clearly says we’re to love 

God with all our heart, soul, mind, 

and strength – our whole being. 

One aspect that often gets scant 

attention is creativity and play. 

God surely knows that play is good 

for us. So… Come play – Gin 

rummy, Pictionary, Hangman, or 

even Operation! The possibilities 

are only limited by what you or 

someone else brings, who shows 

up, and your imagination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Missions Ministry Team 

wishes to thank all those who 

participated in November’s 

Festival of God’s Harvest. The 

overall collection poundage was a 

bit down from last year, but still 

produced a weigh-in of 1,896 

pounds of non-perishable foods to 

be distributed to or friends and 

neighbors. All those clients who 

pass through St. Joe’s Food 

program thank you for your kind 

thoughts and generous 

contributions. 

 

Recycle those 

Non-working Lights 
 

Sustain Greenville is again 

collecting lights and wire to reduce 

the amount that goes into the 

landfill. Even though the price that 

we get for it is much reduced, it is 

still good to prevent this from 

going into the landfill. With the 

money we do collect, we support 

the farm to school program in the 

Hortonville School District, bike 

racks throughout Greenville, the 

Greenville Farmer's market each 

Wednesday during the summer, 

and the sale of rain collection 

barrels. We have the box in the 

collections closet and will have it 

there through at least mid-January. 

If anyone has questions they may 

contact Lisa or Jim Urbaniak at 

920-757-1511. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wednesday Night Live 

Meal 

Serving from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

$6 per person or 

$13 max per family 
 

What’s for dinner? 
 

January 4
th
 – Ham Loaf 

January 11
th
 – Pulled Pork Sandwich 

January 18
th
 – Chicken Cordon-blue 

January 25
th
 – Roast Beef 



5 | P a g e  

 

 

Monday Theology Group  

After the New Testament:  

The Writings of the Apostolic Fathers 
Every 1

st
, 3

rd
 & 5

th
 Mondays, 10 a.m. – Noon  

Who were the Apostolic Fathers? In this Great 

Courses series, a new perspective on the shaping 

Christianity’s canon, church hierarchy and creed is 

opened for us through the writings of the early Christian 

intellectuals. For any interested persons.  

 

Tuesday Afternoon Book Study  

The Gifts of Imperfection by Brené Brown 

January 10, 17, 24, 31, February 7, 14, 21, 28 

Wesley Room       1:00 to 2:30 

The subtitle of this book is Let Go of Who You Think 

You’re Supposed to Be and Embrace Who You Are. The 

content is centered around 10 Guideposts that help 

individuals reach a wholehearted life of compassion, 

courage, and connection.   The intent of this class is to 

consider the wisdom of Brené Brown and learn from one 

another as we discuss her ideas.  Brown is a writer and 

research professor at the University Of Houston 

Graduate College Of Social Work.  Her TED talks are 

available on line.  New and used books are available at 

Amazon.com or at local book stores.  Register by calling 

the church office or via the You Can Count on Me form 

in the church bulletin. Facilitators:  Cynthia Whitely, 

Linda Dawson, Anne Bremer and others TBD. 
 

Bible Study Fellowship 
BSF is an in-depth, interdenominational Bible study 

that helps people know God and equips them to 

effectively serve the Church throughout the world. Bible 

study draws us closer to God and helps us better 

understand Him, His Word and His love. BSF classes 

are held weekly September through the second week in 

May. This year’s study is the Gospel of John. A 

women’s group meets Tuesdays in the Fellowship Hall,  

7:00-8:30 PM. You may join by coming on Tuesday  

night. Men who would like to participate may send 

their contact information to Wendy Anzelmo 

(920.843.7643). She will contact the men’s leader in 

Milwaukee who is looking into starting a men’s class in 

the Fox Valley 

 

 

 

Bible Study  

Half Truths:  

God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and 

Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say 

At the Wednesday Book Study for 5 weeks 

Starts January 11
th
 

Gather at 11:15 a.m. to start at 11:30  

At the Wednesday Supper Study for 6 weeks 

Starts January 11
th
, 5:30 – 6:25 

At the Thursday Noon Women’s Study for 6 

weeks 

Starts January 12
th
, noon – 1 p.m. 

This month, three sessions of Adam Hamilton’s 

book/DVD study Half Truths will be offered at 

three different times. We’ll explore popular sayings 

that miss the mark of God’s message such as 

“everything happens for a reason” and “God won’t 

give you more than you can handle”. Pick a time 

that works for you and join in as we compare these 

sayings with the wisdom of scripture. A book is not 

required but it is helpful and is worth the read.  

 

Thursday Noon Men’s Study  

When Faith Makes Life Go South!  

A Journey through the Two Letters of Peter 
Thursdays, noon – 1 p.m.  

The two letters of Peter are known for their provoking 

subject of Christian suffering. We’ll explore how these 

writings can help us deal with the challenges that our 

faith provides today. For Men of any age.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities for Adult to Grow in Discipleship 
During the summer, many of our regularly scheduled study groups do not meet,  

but there are still plenty of opportunities. Be sure to mark your calendar with the ones you hope to join. 

Contact the church office, to express interest, sign-up or to tell Amy a joke. 
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Festival of Carols, 2016 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all of those who 

participated in the Festival of 

Carols concert on Friday, 

December 2.  There were nearly 

100 musicians involved along with 

another 20 who worked behind the 

scenes.  This was a great evening 

in the life of our church, as we 

celebrated the birth of Jesus 

through music.  It takes a team 

effort to make something of this 

magnitude a success; each member 

of the team plays a vitally 

important role.  We express our 

gratitude and thanks to the 

following: 

 Directors 

 Accompanists 

 Singers  

 Ringers 

 Instrumentalists 

 Ushers 

 Parent Volunteers who 

helped with children 

 Set-up and tear-down 

crews 

 Wardrobe assistants 

 Typists, printers, folders, 

and stuffers 

 Audio and Video crew 

 Volunteers who helped 

with many other 

miscellaneous details 
 

We also thank the nearly 600 of 

you in attendance.  We were glad 

to have you here.  It is our prayer 

that you were blessed as you 

listened to the music and 

participated in the singing of the 

carols.  Our hope is that this 

worship experience helped you to 

focus on “the reason for the 

season” as you took time out of 

your busy schedules to be here. It 

was a blessing and a privilege for 

all of us to experience this 

together! A special thank you is 

extended to all who gave to the 

offering.  Because of your 

generosity, a check for $6000 has 

been presented to the Salvation 

Army Food Pantry. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

 

Women's Retreat 

March 31 – April 2 
 

Join a Women's Retreat at Lake 

Lucerne Camp and Retreat Center 

for “Bee United by God's Sweet 

Word” You will have a chance to 

join in workshops like Bee 

Keeping, Bible Study, Cooking 

with Herbs, Flower Arranging, 

Sweet Music with Chimes, 

Stamping, Mindful Movement and 

more. There will be devotions, 

worship and social time too.   

The cost is $160 for 2 night's 

lodging, 5 meals and all materials. 

Please send a $60 deposit with 

your registration form. Deadline, 

with final payment, is March 1. 

For more information contact 

bonnieclement05@gmail or 262-

895-2644.  
How sweet are your words to my 

taste, sweeter than honey to my 

mouth. Psalm 119:103 

 
 

Phoebe Circle 
 

Phoebe Circle will be touring 

COTS on Tuesday, January 

10
th
.  We will meet at church at 

9:45 and proceed to COTS at 

10:00.  After the tour we will go to 

Good Company for lunch.  If you 

are interested in joining us and/or 

have questions, please contact 

Bonnie LeClair at 739-6944 or 

bunnyloulec@aol.com. 

2017 SPRC TRAININGS 
 

Please Mark Your Calendars and  

Plan to Attend One of the Training 

Listed Below 

Saturday, January 21 

Lakeshore UMC, 411 Reed Ave, 

Manitowoc 

9:00am – 12:00pm  

Saturday January 28 

Bethany UMC , 1110 Echo Ln, 

Green Bay 

9:00am – 12:00pm 

Sunday, January 29 

Covenant UMC, 20 N Marr St, 

Fond du Lac 

2:00pm – 5:00pm 

All sessions will be the same, 

allowing you to attend whichever 

is most convenient. All SPRC 

members are strongly encouraged 

to attend and learn about their 

responsibilities.  The first two 

hours will be basic training.  The 

last hour will deal with frequently 

asked questions around 

supervision: developing job 

descriptions, goals, evaluations; 

dealing with challenging 

situations; maintaining safe and 

healthy boundaries; and other 

questions as they arise. 

It is especially important that new 

SPRC chairs and new committee 

members attend. The content of the 

day will be different from previous 

years.  Registration is 30 minutes 

before each start time. Please 

RSVP to Barbara Franken which 

session you are attending no later 

than 1 week prior: 920.991.0548 or 

bfranken@wisconsinumc.org.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:262-895-2644
tel:262-895-2644
mailto:bunnyloulec@aol.com
mailto:bfranken@wisconsinumc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRIES UPDATE  
 

January will be filled with opportunities to fulfill our Youth Ministries Mission Statement: Equipping Youth with the 

tools and experiences so that they may live every day as authentic followers of Jesus Christ. Our hope is that Youth 

and Families will take advantage of the following opportunities.  
 

Our Wednesday Night Youth Group Message Series for January is entitled, “Finding Your Spiritual Gifts” and will 

feature clips from the Disney Pixar film Finding Dory. That series will run from 6:00-6:30 pm on Wednesdays 

January 4, 11, 18, and 25.  
 

Fantastical Balloon Wonderment 2017 will happen on Sunday, January, 8 from 4:00-7:30 pm.  All Youth in grades 6-

12 are invited to celebrate the New Year with friends, balloon games, balloon challenges, and a room filled with over 

2500 balloons!  A Taco Bar will be served for dinner!  Cost is $5.  As always, friends are encouraged and we are 

looking for Adult Leaders to help prepare the meal and join in the fun!  
 

The 7
th
 Annual High School Thrift Formal Dinner Party will be held on Sunday, January 22, from 6:00-7:30 pm at 

HuHot Mongolian Grill, 3456 W College Avenue in Appleton.  Youth are encouraged to visit local thrift stores and 

create a Formal Dinner Party outfit.  The best outfit will win dinner!  
 

Our Youth will be serving our church family, by baking cookies and sending care packages to our college students on 

Saturday, January 28, from 8:00 am – Noon.  We are in need of donations of sugar cookie dough and Adults and 

Youth to bake the cookies, and $5 per box for shipping.  Last year we sent 66 care packages to 12 different states.  In 

addition, we are looking for College Student addresses.  If you are a college student or have a college student in your 

family, please send addresses to bstahl@appfumc.org by January 15.   
 

Our Youth Ministries will be leading all three Worship service the weekend of January 28-29.  The Youth will plan 

and lead Worship in order that they may give voice to their faith journeys and lead the congregation in praise, 

confession, proclamation, and response.  The Youth are incredibly blessed to be a part of a congregation that supports 

them, loves them, and encourages them to bring their true selves to worship. Their leadership through greeting, 

ushering, praying, making music, giving testimonies, reading scripture, preaching, and receiving the offering will help 

all of us encounter God in fresh ways. 
 

Our Youth Ministries will attend the Fox Cities Youth Unity Worship event on Wednesday, February 1, from 6:30 

p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at the Radisson Paper Valley. This event is a mix of lively and reflective worship songs, prayer, 

scripture, a reflection on the scripture, a free offering to benefit NAMI Fox Valley. This will be in place of our 

regularly scheduled Wednesday Night Youth Group.  We will meet at church at 6 pm and walk to the event. Parents 

will need to pick up their son or daughter either at the event or back at church. The event costs $5 per person.  
 

Our annual Winter Retreat (Grades 6-12) to Camp Zion in Ellison Bay is February 3-5, 2017.  The cost of the 

weekend is $150.  Youth will enjoy, Tubbing, Broom Ball, Great Food, Worship, and so much more.  Our church will 

join other United Methodist Churches from around Wisconsin.  We are in need of 2 Adult Leaders!   
 

Serving Him! 

Brian Stahl, Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

bstahl@appfumc.org  920-840-5075  

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bstahl@appfumc.org
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Web: http://www.appfumc.org/page/fumc_kidz 
Email: cladewig@appfumc.org 

Like Us on Facebook! FUMCKidzKonnection 

Mission Statement:  Making Christian Disciples by teaching children to honestly, 

faithfully, and openly walk in the footsteps of Jesus Christ 

 

“God does not call the qualified. He qualifies the called” – Author Unknown 

Upcoming Events  
January 1 New Year’s Day NO Sunday School 

January 29 Family Worship Service/Game Day NO Sunday School 

      

Dates and activities are subject to change. Please check updated schedules on Children’s Ministry board 
and updated newsletters.   

 

Looking Back… 
2016 was a very busy year for our children’s ministry.  Here is just a little of what the children did: 

Lent 2016 – The children raised over $1500 for Imagine No Malaria! Pastor Markus was “Caked” as a reward! 

Kidz Konnection – Kidz Konnection continues to focus on empowering our young people to serve others by raking, 
helping others, Operation Christmas Child, and continuing to grow stronger in their faith through study. The children 
will be making scarves, pillows, and sock cakes to donate to Harbor House.  

Vacation Bible School – This year we welcomed 114 children into our church. More than 50% of the children that 
attended were not members. This is a big increase over the last few years and we are so honored that those families 
chose our church to teach their children about God’s Amazing Love! 

National Night Out – In August Christine Ladewig, Wendy Anzelmo, and Amy Concepcion set up a table in Lion’s 
Park in Grand Chute and made crafts and handed out goodies to the children in the community that attended.  

Christmas Play – In December our children preformed a play written by Carrie Kreps-Wegenast about the 
Wisemen’s journey to find the newborn Savior.  This was a wonderful story and the children and youth that 
performed did a great job!  

Advent – This year we celebrated Jesus’s birthday with a party and watched Owelegories!  The children and their 
families also donated items from the Homeless Connection’s wish list!   

Trunk or Treat – Over 400 people from the community attended our 2nd annual Trunk or Treat!  We welcomed 
many people to our church and ministered to them with handouts about our ministries, crafts with a message, 
games, a bounce house, and we did it all with amazing First Church hospitality!! Thank you to everyone that helped 
to make this event a success! 

Cards for Officers- In November the children in our Kidz Worship made cards of thanks for the police officers in 
Appleton. We received a very nice letter of thanks in return. The letter is on display on the bulletin board by 
Fellowship Hall. 

P.R.A.Y. – We launched this new ministry in 2016. This is an amazing program that guides very young children up 
through high schoolers in their faith journey.  These programs are also used by the Scouting program to earn 
religious awards.  Parents are also encouraged to take the classes with their children to earn their Adult Mentor 
award. 
 

mailto:cladewig@appfumc.org
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Looking Ahead…. 
 
2017 will be just as busy if not busier than 2016 was.  As we look back the Children’s ministry team will assess what 
we did well, what we could do better, and what we did not so well. We will keep working hard to find new and 
creative ways to do ministry.  
We are so excited to see what 2017 has in store for the children here at First church! 
Happy New Year! 

Christine 
 
 

God and Church 
Register now- for God and Church. Classes will take place Monday nights January 16-
April 3 from 6-8 pm. This class is for children in 6-8th grade, and for adults wishing to 
complete the adult mentor requirements.  Registration can be done by visiting our 
website and clicking on the P.R.A.Y. program link. 
 

Cost of class is $10.00. Registration is required and due by January 5. 

“God does not call the qualified. He qualifies the called” – Author Unknown 
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU 
 

Your help has been beyond wonderful. I don’t 

know how I would have gotten to rehab and 

eaten as well as I did without your help. You 

are all wonderful people and I really appreciate 

all you have done. My arm is getting better and 

I am able to do more for myself.  

 

Thanks again, 

JoAnn Duvall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRIEFSHARE SEMINAR AND SUPPORT GROUP 
 

No matter what the circumstances, grief recovery is a 

painful process.   I understand from personal experience just 

how deeply the loss of a loved one hurts, and I want you to 

know about a seminar and support group that our church is 

sponsoring.  The GriefShare program is specifically for 

those grieving the death of a family member or friend.   

GriefShare is a 13-week video seminar series that features 

some of the nation’s foremost Christian experts on grief and 

recovery topics.  The video seminars are combined with 

group discussion of the materials presented during the video, 

as well as participants sharing how they themselves are 

dealing with the death of their loved one.   

Each week is a different topic, so I encourage participants to 

attend the entire 13-week cycle to get the maximum benefit.  

I realize that there are times when your schedule will not 

allow you to be in attendance, perhaps even the first week or 

two.  Come and join us when you can.  People can join at 

any point in the 13-week cycle.  There is no requirement that 

you talk or share in the group.   Over the weeks, participants 

will begin to gain closure in their loss.   Regardless of how 

much time has passed, even years later it can be difficult to 

move forward in life when you are still dealing with the 

grief and emptiness that happens after a loved one dies.  

Brochures highlighting the GriefShare program are available 

at the downstairs information desk .  This program is open to 

the community, so please feel free to share this information 

with someone who could benefit from the program.  Please 

contact me if you have questions or would like more 

information about GriefShare.  I would welcome the 

opportunity to talk with you.     

Our next GriefShare series will begin on Thursday, March 

9th, and each week's class will be offered at two different 

times each and every Thursday:  1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m., OR  

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.   All classes will be held in the Wesley 

Room. 

Phyllis Freeman, 574-2859 or pfreeman1@new.rr.com 

GriefShare Facilitator 

 

 
 

Do you know how little effort it takes to 
make a difference? 

 
Buying Scrip gift cards is an easy way to 

simplify your life, and help make a big 

difference for our church at the same time. 

 

If we had just 150 families out of our church 

congregation buying simple gas and/or grocery 

cards a couple times every month, the amount 

we could give our church Operating Fund 

would more than double.  

 

We all need gas, groceries, toiletries and 

clothing, so why not use Scrip cards, and 

increase your giving statement to the church at 

the same time?  

 

Stop by the friendly folks at the Scrip tables 

before service on Saturdays in the conference 

room, and between services on Sundays in 

Fellowship Hall and see how easy it is to make 

a difference!  
 

New Member Ocean Class   

The next New Member Ocean Class is Saturday, January 14
th
 

from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. with Pastor Markus leading it. Please 

contact the church office to sign up or check the You Can 

Count On Me in the Sunday bulletin. This class is for 

everyone thinking about joining First Church. It is also a 

class open to all who are interested in learning more about 

basic Christian theology in the Methodist context. 
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Mission of the Month 
 

The mission of the month for January 2017 is the Homeless Connections Shelter.  The 75 bed Shelter has been at or 

over capacity for the past year.  They have continuous needs for supplies to provide shelter and to support the 

residents in obtaining stable housing. Items needed include personal hygiene, laundry supplies and linens, baby care 

supplies, kitchen and lunch bag supplies, office supplies and gift cards and passes for community resources and stores.  

A more comprehensive list is available on the Mission Bulletin Board near the portico church entrance. Items that are 

highlighted are the most needed at this time. 

Items donated are collected in the designated wooden box in the Wesley Room hallway. Monetary donations can be 

made by addressing your check to First United Methodist Church and writing Homeless Connections in the memo 

line, place in the Offering Plate or leave at the Church Office. 
 

Thank you to all the FUMC members who contributed so gerously to the November Mission of the Month donation 

request. AS a result, COTS received MANY wonderful new items including: socks, gloves, wash cloths & towels, 

sheets, lothion, toothpaste, soap, salt & pepper shakers, games, kitchen/household itmes, candy… and more! Bless 

You   In addition, Children’s Hospital – Community Services is very thankful to be a part of our Mission of the 

Month and was very grateful for themany donations receved in October. These donations helped many children and 

families this organizaiton serves. As always, the Mission Ministry Team appreciates your support of our Mission of 

the Month donation requests. You can always see what nonprofit is the month’s rrecipient by checking the Mission 

board across from the Welcome Desk and in the newsletters and bulletins. The actual donation box is located near the 

Wesley Room along with the donation boxes for the Closthes Closet and St. Joe’s Food Pantry.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Game Day 

January 29th  

After the 9 a.m.  

worship service. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You for Making the  

2016 Cookie Walk a Success! 
 

The Mothers of Growing Disciples would like to thank 

everyone that donated and bought bakery at this year’s 

Cookie Walk.  We raised $558.00!  The money we 

raised will be donated to a variety of groups and/or 

causes over the coming year.  We would also like to 

extend a special Thank you to Brian Stahl for all of his 

help in setting up and tearing down.  Also, we need to 

give a great big Thank You to all of the church 

members that jumped in and helped us in assisting 

customers during the rush.  Your impromptu help was 

much appreciated! 
 

Below is a list of organizations and/or efforts that your 

participation and donations to the Cookie Walk helps 

support: 

 *Several pieces of new luggage bought and given to 

CASA of Outagamie County to be used by children and 

youth being placed in foster care. 

 *VBS materials 

 *Support for Youth participating in Missions 

 *Assistance to church families experiencing medical 

or other unexpected expenses 

 *Donations of items for a silence auction benefitting 

church and community members 

 ***And More!  

Thank you again! 

 

 
 

 

Thank you from the  

Church Softball Team 
 

Thank you to everyone for their donations and support 

of the chili supper that was held on December 2
nd

. You 

helped make this year’s chili supper a success!  The 

money will go towards the Church Softball Team entry 

fee and new uniforms. 
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Come worship with us! 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. or Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 

Children’s Sunday School begins in worship; classes start at 9:15 a.m. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered on the First Weekend of the Month. 

Office Phone 920-734-2677    Fax number 920-882-1461 

http://www.appfumc.org 

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?  E-mail office@appfumc.org with that request. 

Join us on Facebook – become a fan of First United Methodist Church of Appleton 

Pastor Jayneann’s blog: fiercejoyandhope.blogspot.com 

Hearing Loop and Handicap Accessible 
           

             FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

             325 E Franklin St     

            Appleton, WI  54911             
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Ministers:        All members and friends 
Lay Leader: 

 Phyllis Freeman pfreeman1@new.rr.com  

Staff Parish Relations Chairperson 

 Nancy Hermanson  

 Nancy.hermanson@kcc.com  

Lead Pastor: 
 Markus Wegenast Mwegenast@appfumc.org 

Pastor of Discipleship: 
 Jayneann McIntoshJMcIntosh@appfumc.org  

Visitation Pastor 
 Dave Farina   DLFarina71@hotmail.com  

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries: 

 Brian Stahl    Bstahl@appfumc.org  

Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Christine Ladewig Cladewig@appfumc.org  

Director of Music, Sanctuary Choir &  

Bass Clef:  
 Bob Butler Bbutler@appfumc.org 

Organist: 
 Kathy Orth (Lead)   Lkorth8285@att.net  

Pianist: 
 Norma Anderson nja9553@gmail.com  

Wesley Handbells: 
     Danny Schierl danny.schierl@gmail.com 
Grace: 

 Cindy Trudell Cindy.Trudell@yahoo.com    

SonshineSingers:  

Gabriella Makuc 

gabriella.r.makuc@lawrence.edu 

Genesis Choir: 
 Clara Imon-Pedtke 

 clara.y.imonpedtke@lawrence.edu   

Nursery Coordinator: 
 Shelby Wessley   cswessley@yahoo.com  

Building & Technology Manager: 
  Tom Weinfurter   TomW@appfumc.org 

Finance Manager: 
  Lynn Halley   LHalley@appfumc.org   

Administrative Assistant: 

  Amy Concepción   Amy@appfumc.org   

Custodians:   
     Francois Russell   Francois@appfumc.org  

     and Tom Martens 

Human Relations Day is January 15, 2017 
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