
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE DESK OF 
DANNY PICKENS – Interim Pastor 
 

Praise the Lord, this craziness we have experienced may be 
coming to a close. Let’s pray it does anyway! There is light that 
has come from the pandemic. Yes, we have been misplaced 
from our building but we have learned that the Church 
continues and always will. Meeting online, recording services, 
calling one-another, praying for each other, supporting each 
other -- WE ARE THE CHURCH. Will it be nice to be back to 
normal? Of course, it will. But we can take with us lessons 
learned. Thank you all for being patient and kind during this 
time of testing.  
 

Regarding In-Person Worship 
 

The staff met on Tuesday night and discussed all the pros and 
cons of meeting together for worship. We took a long look at 
the requirements set forth by Governor Abbott’s executive 
order. We unanimously voted to postpone in-person meetings 
until after May 18th. This will give us time to clean the church 
properly, see how things go with the virus the next two weeks, 
and avoid any kind of big crowd that might come with the 
Mother’s Day celebration. 
 

I promise we all want to be together as much as you do, 
however, it must be done in compliance, and be done safely. On 
May 18th the Governor will update the State on the virus and 
hopefully relax the requirements even more, making it easier 
for us to be in compliance. 
 
Please pray for one another, pray for your staff, support your 
church with your offerings, check on your neighbors, check on 
your friends, and by all means, let us know if there is anything 
you need or we can for you. 
 

Love you guys, 
Dr. Danny 
 
 

 

FROM THE DESK OF 
MICHAEL YOUNG - Music Minister 
 

Greetings church family, 
  
It is hard to believe that we have been involved in “social 
distancing” for a month and a half. I still hear people say, “I 
never imagined that I would live to see this sort of thing happen 
to our country, much less the world.” I know that we all are 
experiencing these thoughts in one way or another. I am 
reminded of the story in Genesis chapters 41-42, when all the 
known world was experiencing a great famine. Everyone in 
every land lived in fear of starvation because there was no 
grain. But God had a plan. This was no surprise to Him. He had 
prepared for this moment. 
  

The world would be rescued through His faithful servant 
Joseph. Genesis 41:57, “so all the countries came to Joseph (the 
former slave and convict) in Egypt to buy grain, because the 
Famine was severe in all lands.”  
  

All of you know the rest of the story. God’s plan met the need 
of all the people through God’s people. I believe we have a 
wonderful opportunity throughout this pandemic to proclaim 
that God has a plan. His love is never ending and He promises 
to never leave us. He will make His provision known to us and 
we will make it through this.  
  

Watch out for those opportunities where you are God’s chosen 
servant to meet a need, or speak encouragement into the fear or 
pain someone is faced with. Be the hands, feet, or voice of God 
in the situation. Trust Him to give you the words or provision 
needed at that moment. 
  
May God Bless You All, 
Michael Young 
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AN UPDATE FROM THE PASTOR SEARCH 
COMMITTEE 

 

I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy during this 
pandemic. Due to everything that is going on, the Pastor Search 
Committee is on hold at this time. We hope to get back to work 
as soon as the stay at home order is lifted. 

 
The committee has prayerfully gone through a little over 25 
resumes and narrowed the search to our top five. We brought 
in each of these potential candidates and interviewed each one; 
a couple of them even brought their spouse. After discussion 
and a lot of prayer, we have narrowed the search to the 3 
candidates we felt lead to hear preach. Since then; churches 
have not been having service and this has stopped the 
committee’s progress. We have been listening to online 
sermons of the candidates that have them available. In our 
opinion; these sermons are not the same as having a 
congregation in front of them and having them just preach for 
the committee would not reveal the true personality of the 
candidate. 

 
As soon as churches are back to having Sunday services, we 
will make arrangements to hear them preach. Once that is 
completed, we will narrow the search to the pastor we feel lead 
to bring to the congregation for a vote. Please continue to pray 
for the committee and our works; pray that God leads us to the 
man he has chosen to lead our church. 
Thank you! 
 
Chris McClain 
Pastor Search Committee Chair 
 
FROM THE DESK OF 
BRIAN KINNEY – Minister of Youth 
 
Tina and I wanted to reach out to ALL of our friends and family 
at LTBC and beyond to let you know of a challenge that has 
arisen in our family. Tina has been in a lot of pain and really 
sick over the last week – culminating in a trip to the ER on 
Sunday. The original diagnosis was acute pancreatitis but, we 
now know there is a 25mm cancerous tumor at the head of her 
pancreas necessitating an invasive surgery and chemo 
treatments. The Lord has provided us with an amazing surgeon 
and amazing people like you in our lives for support. 
 
None of us are promised an easy way through life. In fact, the 
Bible tells us as Christians, we will face difficulties in our time 
here. Part of every Christians’ ministry to those around them is 
in how we deal with these challenges. Do we choose despair, 
depression, and defeat? Or, do we choose faith in the Creator 
of everything that we know, and see? 

 
Isaiah 40:1 “Comfort, comfort my people” says your God! 
 
Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with 
you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep 
over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze”. 

 
These chapters offer comfort and promises during difficult 
times and in our trials. They don’t’ say that we’ll always have 

blue skies, but rather that God will always look out for, lead, 
and love us – His creation – no matter the storm. That’s where 
the Kinney’s choose to stand. Please join us in prayers of 
ultimate healing and trusting in the Lord’s will for our family! 
 
Much Love in Christ,   
Brian 
 
FROM THE DEST OF  
Tina Kinney, Director of Children’s Department 
 
Proverbs 22:6. “Train up a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
 
As Christians it is very important to have a personal 
relationship with God.  Therefore, we need to teach our 
children how to do just that, especially in the times we are 
living in now. How do we do that?  Teach them to pray!! 
 
We teach our children the important Bible characters and their 
stories. We teach them all about God, but do we teach them 
they can talk to him? 
 
When you have a personal relationship with someone, you talk 
to that person. It is hard to have a wonderful, close relationship 
if two people never talk or rarely speak to each other. We can’t 
rely on social media to teach them how to pray!  
 
Children’s prayers need to be more than asking blessing on 
their food or begging for help in a crisis. Our children as well 
as us adults need to spend time with God learning to talk to him 
and to listen to what he has to say.  We need to encourage that 
real relationship with Jesus and teach them to talk with him 
regularly.   
 
We must give our children an opportunity to pray. Not every 
prayer opportunity is obvious. You can almost always find a 
prayer opportunity from conversations with children. Kids love 
to talk about things!!!  You can always turn their conversations 
into a prayer time on the spot.  
 
Kids prayers are just as powerful and important to God as our 
prayers!  My oldest prayed for a baby when it seemed 
impossible. God answered his prayer with a special little 
brother.  We were told that little brother might not live, but that 
big brother said God would take care of him and he would be 
just fine. That little miracle is Seth!  God hears their prayers 
and they need to know that. 
 
Kids need to see and hear prayers modeled by us adults. Never 
shy away from praying with your children. Remind them and 
show them God hears their simple words. They need to know 
that they can pray anywhere, anytime and anyplace.   
 
Keep a list of their prayers and always share His answers. Share 
your prayer requests with them. When children hear God 
answers a prayer, it excites them and fuels their desires to pray 
for more things. Therefore, opening up new opportunities in 
their relationship with God. 
 
When children are taught to pray. You suddenly have some 
untapped powerful prayer warriors! Those kids grow into 



youth and adults that know God answers prayer! Wow!! What 
a difference they can make in this world!! 
 
Encourage kids to pray and let God do His stuff!! 
 
Hug and love them more......!!! 
 
Mrs. Tina 
 
 
A WORD FROM 
Marti Tatum, Sunday School Director 
 
The Importance of Sunday School 
 
Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on 
my path..” 
 
It’s been weeks since we have been able to meet for Sunday 
Morning Bible Study. I, for one have truly missed it. Our small 
groups are vital, one reason being is that this is where ministry 
happens.   
This is where we open and share our hearts. This is where we 
pray one for another... This is where we can take time to read 
and study God’s Word... This is where we learn... This is where 
needs are met... 
 
Even though we are not meeting together “yet”, there is no 
reason that we should not continue to study.  Many of you have 
your study guides and can use this time at home to read them. 
Your class teacher is always available to help you and to 
answer questions for you. And please remember that I am 
available as well, not just to my class but to anyone who needs 
help or just wants to talk. 
 
Living By Grace, 
Marti Tatum 
 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 The LORD make his face shine on you 

 and be gracious to you; 
The LORD turn his face toward you 

 and give you peace.” 
Numbers 6:24-26  (NIV) 

 
 
GREETINGS FROM 
 
Debbie Shelton – Church Financial Secretary 
 
Hopefully, the pandemic will soon be behind us. But, honestly, 
I think I will miss these slower paced days. Although I’ve 
continued working every day (I thank the Lord for that), but I 
don’t miss the traffic, the crowded stores, the fast pace of go, 
go, go at all. But it won’t be long before churches and 
businesses will be back full swing. 
 
As Danny stated, we will be spending time the next couple of 
weeks “cleaning” the church.  We have not had a church “clean 
up” day in about 2 years now.  So, on Saturday May 16th we 
will have a church “clean up” day beginning @ 9:00 a.m. The 
windows in every building need to be cleaned inside and out, 

the walls may need some attention, doors and railings need 
cleaned, flower beds cleaned and mulch spread, flowers 
planted if you’d like to bring a flat or two. So, bring your gloves 
and any tools you may want to bring and we will try to knock 
it out by noon or so.  Let Debbie know if you will be able to 
help – text 903-283-1119.  
 
Be Mindful: 
Please keep the Kinney family in your prayers, but refrain 
from contacting them at this time. The church staff will keep 
you posted via Facebook, our website and phone calls.  Ms. 
Tina will have surgery Tuesday May 5th and will be in the 
hospital for a week or longer.  Once she is home, Brian will 
let the church staff know of their needs. Debbie will contact 
members of the Hospitality and Women’s Ministry Teams to 
help provide food for the family and anything else they may 
need.  If you want to be part of this ministry, let Debbie know 
by calling or texting (903-283-1119) or send an email to 
laketylerbc@gmail.com 
 
We have received the following 2 emails that I thought should 
be shared. The first is from the Son Shine Lighthouse, an 
organization that we support financially. The other is from the 
Youth Evangelism, Ministry Program Coordinator for Texas 
Baptist. 
 
Dear Faithful Volunteers and Friends,  
 
We have a prayer request for those of you who love and pour into the 
ministry of Son Shine Lighthouse as we enter into a new and exciting 
season of trusting in His wonderful plans.  As we have for the past ten 
years, we trust that He can do abundantly more than we can ask or 
imagine!!!  
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, as Chairman of the Board of Son 
Shine Lighthouses Ministries, I desire to be the first to share with you 
a prayer request for our search for new leadership in the home.  
Our Executive Director, Debra Crawford has given notice to the Board 
that she would like to stay involved and begin to serve this ministry in 
new ways as we plan for our downtown Lighthouse Marketplace retail 
shop, with all proceeds benefiting the ministry. She wants to transition 
gradually out of her current role of leadership that she has held for the 
past few years.  Her genuine personal interest in each of the residents, 
their children and the staff will continue as she assumes new 
responsibilities in this ministry. She is also looking forward to having 
more time to enjoy her grandchildren and her family. We are grateful 
for her gifts she has shared and plans to continue to share in the home. 
 
As you pray, please listen when your heart is touched with anyone you 
know who might want to apply for the Director position, please 
contact us and let us know. We will be able to see how our Lord brings 
this special lady into place that He has been preparing, as Debra will 
transition out over the upcoming months.  
 
With Love and Appreciation for all you do for this wonderful 
ministry, 
 
Beverly Hall 
Chairman of Board of Directors  
Son Shine Lighthouse Ministry  

 
My name is Lindsey Brown and I serve as the Super Summer 
Coordinator with Texas Baptists. 
 
Thank you for the ministry that you do in service to the people of Lake 
Tyler Baptist Church, the surrounding community and ultimately, for 



the kingdom of God. I pray that you feel seen, heard, loved and known 
by the Lord as well as by those whom you serve alongside in your 
church. Thank you for using the gift of administration to serve the 
body of Christ in your local church! Your church family and 
community are in my prayers as you navigate the uncharted territory 
of ministry during a pandemic. I pray for physical, mental and spiritual 
health for you and those in your community. I also pray for the eyes, 
ears and hearts of men, women, boys and girls in Tyler to hear, 
understand and believe the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ for 
salvation! May you remain faithful to the work to which God has 
called you to as you serve at Lake Tyler Baptist Church. Please let me 
know if there is any specific way that I may pray for you and your 
church. 
 
Take care, 
Lindsey 
Youth Evangelism, Ministry Program Coordinator 
Super Summer, Coordinator  
 
As we move forward, let’s not fear the unknown, but hold fast to truth 
– the truth of God’s word. Hold steadfast and know that He is in 
Control! We know not what tomorrow may be bring, but as long as 
we keep our eyes upon the Lord and His word in our heart, we can rest 
in His peace!  
 
Much Love, 
Debbie Shelton 
903-283-1119 
laketylerbc@gmail.com  

 

DON’T FORGET THE 
BLESSING BOX. 

 
There are many families in 
our area that are in need of 
food and prayer – please 
remember them. You can 
place non-perishable food in 
the box or contact Debbie 
(text 903-283-1119) if you 
have items to drop off.  

 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 
Ms. Ellouise and her daughter,  
Dennis Kendall’s son – Danny, 
Shirley Kendall’s son-Trevin 
Lindsey, Tina Kinney & family, 
Sherry Cagle, Sarah Jones, Lynn 
Lusk, President Trump, Our Nation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

APRIL FINANCIAL REPORT

Beginning 

Balance

March 

Income

Current 

Month 

Disbursed

Current 

Balance

General Fund 11,117.53$      12,604.62$    9,970.58$      13,751.57$     

Budget Category Annual Budget

March 

Expenses

Year to Date 

Expense

Budget 

Balance

MISSIONS 21,600.00$      1,050.00$      4,200.00$      17,400.00$     

PERSONNEL 98,000.00$      4,068.69$      20,238.44$    77,761.56$     

CHURCH MINISTRIES

   Education Ministry 21,000.00$      712.45$         3,203.56$      17,796.44$     

   Music Ministry 4,000.00$        336.00$         336.00$         3,664.00$       

   Outreach Minis try 3,700.00$        ‐$               457.99$         3,242.01$       

   Hospita l i ty Minis try 7,350.00$        ‐$               1,072.20$      6,277.80$       

           Total Ministry Expense 36,050.00$      1,048.45$      5,069.75$      30,980.25$     

OPERATIONS

   Faci l i ty Expenses 38,076.00$      2,568.00$      11,563.35$    26,512.65$     

   Administrative 13,700.00$      1,235.44$      5,531.71$      8,168.29$       

   Church Vehicles 500.00$           ‐$               ‐$               500.00$          

       Operations Expenses 52,276.00$      3,803.44$      17,095.06$    35,180.94$     

Total Expenses 207,926.00$    9,970.58$      46,603.25$    161,322.75$   

EXPENSES

INCOME

 
 

THANK YOU FOR GIVING YOUR TITHES, OFFERINGS, GIFTS, TALENTS AND SERVICE TO THE LORD.  
MAY YOU BE TRULY BLESSED.  


