
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
April 1, 2020 Newsletter 
 
FROM THE DESK OF 

DANNY PICKENS – Interim Pastor 

In I Kings 19:9 and following we find Elijah seeking 
shelter in a cave (sheltering in place). He is overwhelmed 
with all that has happened to him and tries to just shut it 
out. Sound familiar? With the corvid-19 outbreak and all 
the “shelter in place” orders we can find ourselves 
withdrawing from God, literally trying to hide. This story 
goes on with God telling Elijah to come to the mouth of 
the cave, there he sends a wind, a fire, and an earthquake 
but God is not in it. Then He speaks in a “still small voice” 
to Elijah. That is what I want to urge you to do. Seek the 
“still small voice” of God during these trying times. Don’t 
despair, God is in control. We, the church, are to be 
sensitive to all that is happening, seek to serve Him during 
this crisis. 

If we can help you or your neighbors with anything please 
contact the church office. Invite people to watch the videos 
of sermons and Bible studies we are posting online. The 
church is not the building it is you…and more than ever 
before we have been deployed to the world! 

Blessings, 
Dr. Danny 

FROM THE DESK OF 

MICHAEL YOUNG - Music Minister 

Greetings to you all,  
 
Nita and I hope each of you are doing well in this time of 
social distancing. Hopefully this will all end soon and we 
can worship together again.  
 
I think one thing we are being reminded of is how much 
we take for granted in our everyday lives. There are many 
who are experiencing various emotional responses to all 

the changes we are going through. Worry, fear, and 
anxiety about the possibility of losing our jobs, our health, 
or even our lives can cause our faith to be severely 
challenged. I have been reminded recently of a worship 
song called, “No Longer Slaves,’ and the scripture that 
provided the foundation for that song.  
 
Romans 8:14-16, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, these are sons of God. For you did not receive the 
spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit 
of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba Father.”  
 
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we 
are the children of God. Now I know that this is not an 
unfamiliar scripture passage. Many have probably 
included these verses in their biblical memorization. But 
we do need to pull those out at critical times to encourage 
us and remind us of God’s faithful provision in every part 
of all our days. The first verse and chorus of “No Longer 
Slaves,” is;    
 

You unravel me, with a melody. 
You surround me with a song, 

Of deliverance, from my enemies, 
Till all my fears are gone. 

I’m no longer a slave to fear, 
I am a child of God. 

I’m no longer a slave to fear, 
I am a child of God. 

 
I hope these verses and song lyrics have brought you some 
encouragement. Nita and I will be looking forward to 
rejoining our church family as we continue to serve 
together at Lake Tyler. 
 

In Christ, Michael Young   
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FROM THE DESK OF 

BRIAN KINNEY – Minister of Youth 

I pray that this letter finds everyone safe and 
healthy, as a Christian and as someone who is 
definitely wired for service and LOVES people. This 
“SOCIAL DISTANCING” stuff has been very 
difficult. I and many of us have learn new ways to 
serve the Lord and to serve each other. The Staff and 
Leadership of Lake Tyler Baptist church have been 
communicating back and forth several times a week 
responding to Presidential, Governmental, and Local 
mandates and working to make the best decisions 
possible given the circumstances and to come up with 
new and innovative ways to reach out to you, your 
families, and our community. I am realizing more and 
more everyday what resilient, smart, and Godly folks 
I work with and just want to say it is an honor be a 
part of LTBC and its Leadership. 

  
  Are you an “Essential”, are you “Critical to 
our Infrastructure”, I’ve heard of an epidemic… now 
they’re talking Pandemic, I can’t go out and if I do I 
have to fear everyone and strictly enforce “Social 
Distancing”, I can’t see CORONA, I can’t feel it 
(initially) I won’t know that I might have it until it’s 
too late to do anything about it, I’m isolated and 
watching any kind of media just increases my 
anxiety…. UUUGGGHHH!!!!!  
 

Fear… can be very scary… fear can be 
crippling if you allow it, a lesson that has been placed 
at my feet many times in my 51 years. There have 
been times that I was able to immediately place 
everything at Gods feet and knew without a doubt that 
he had it all under control and sadly there have been 
many times that I failed miserably and held on to the 
fear, wallowed in it and allowed it to define me at the 
time.  

 
Where are you right now? You know it’s ok 

to be concerned, to not just simply be ok with 
everything going on at the moment but, don’t allow 
yourself to become overwhelmed, to be controlled, to 
be blinded by, or to be paralyzed by fear!  How do we 

as Christians battle fear well, what does the Bible say 
about fear? 

 
Paul and Jesus explicitly command us not to 

be anxious. Not all anxiety is sinful, but anxiety can 
be a sinful response to God's care. Regardless of 
whether or not our anxiety has sinful roots, we know 
where to direct our fears. Psalm 56:3 says, “When I 
am afraid, I put my trust in you.” We have not failed 
in faith when we experience fear. The Bible says we 
will be afraid, and we will have trials. Life isn’t going 
to be easy on earth, especially for followers of Christ. 
But Isaiah 41:10 assures us: “So do not fear, for I am 
with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I 
will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand.” 

 
As Christians, Christ lives in us. When we are 

afraid, we don’t have to stay afraid. Matthew 6:25 
says, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about 
your life.” Fear can be acknowledged, and then 
handed over to the Lord who protects and upholds us. 
“And which of you by being anxious can add one 
cubit to his span of life?” (Matthew 6:27). The battle 
of spiritual warfare rages on, but by God’s word and 
through prayer for His perspective we can choose to 
trust that if He says not to fear, we don’t need to be 
afraid.  
 

Never be hesitant or embarrassed to reach out 
to any of the Staff, Leadership, or Members of LTBC 
if you need help or simply someone to talk to besides 
the tv and the 4 walls. Everyone one of us struggle 
from time to time. Lets stand Strong and United in 
Faith through Christ that the world would see HIS 
light in us. 
 
Much Love in Christ,   
Brian 
 
 
 
 
  
 



FROM THE 
Children’s Department 
Tina Kinney, Director 
 
Christians see the butterfly as a symbol of Christ 
resurrection. Around the world people view the 
butterfly as representing endurance, change, hope, 
and life. A very significant meaning for us today in 
our current times. 
 
Just as the transformation for a butterfly is not easy, 
sometimes the changes we are required to make as 
Christian's are not 
easy, but they are 
necessary if we are 
going to be useful to 
God's kingdom. 
 
I pray today that 
you will allow God 
to grow you, to 
transform you and 
then use you for his 
honor and glory. These changes may not be easy, but 
I promise the end result will be well worth it. 
 
Please hug your children and grandchildren they need 
comforting and your reassurance during these times. 
Their little minds are just as scared and confused as 
ours. They need to know that God will protect and 
provide for them and their families. Love them 
more!!!! 
 
Easter has always been a very important and fun time 
for our Children’s Department. This year we are 
having to think outside the box. I will have Easter 
bags ready for curbside pickup at the church on 
Saturday April 11th between 2 and 4. 
 
Please take the time to share the Easter story with 
your children and grandchildren and help them with 
their craft. Please give them big hugs from Ms. Tina, 
Shelley, Nicole, Mary, and Miranda.   
 
 
 

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY SERMONETTES 
From Michaels Fields 
 
Hello brothers and sisters of LTBC. I wanted to send a 
message of encouragement during these times of 
uneasiness in our country. I will be posting a series of 
weekly "sermonettes" on the church Facebook page every 
Wednesday. The theme is "Improving your Relationship 
with God." I posted a sermon last week on prayer. I look 
forward to sharing the message with you each week and 
being a service to you if needed. If you need to contact me 
I have included my cell phone and email address below. 
Stay safe.  
 
Your Brother in Christ(YBIC), 
Michael Fields USN(Ret) 
903-520-9829 
Mikefields333@gmail.com 
 
GREETINGS FROM 
 
Debbie Shelton - Church Financial Secretary 
 
As I see and hear all the chaos of the world, I, in my 
worldly flesh tremble with fear at times. But, you know, 
fear goes right up there with worry. You can make 
yourself sick with fear and worry, but neither one will 
change anything. I am comforted by His word and 
knowing that God is in control and will not forsake us. One 
of my favorite songs comes to mind – “The Promise”, by 
the Martins. Read the words and I pray you will be 
comforted by them: 
 

I never said that I would give you silver or gold 
Or that you would never feel the fire or shiver in the cold 
But I did say you'd never walk through this world alone 

And I did say, don't make this world your home 
 

I never said that fear wouldn't find you in the night 
Or that loneliness was something you'd never have to fight 

But I did say I'd be right there by your side 
And I did say I'll always help you fight 

 
'Cause you know I made a promise that I intend to keep 

My grace will be sufficient in every time of need 
My love will be the anchor that you can hold on to 

This is the promise, this is the promise I made to you 
 

I never said that friends would never turn their backs on you 
Or that the world around you wouldn't see you as a fool 

But I did say like me, you'll surely be despised 
And I did say my ways confound the wise 



I didn't say you'd never taste the bitter kiss of death 
Or have to walk through chilly Jordan to enter into rest 

But I did say I'd be waiting right on the other side  
And I did say I'll dry every tear you cry 

 
'Cause you know I made a promise that I've prepared a place 
And some day sooner than you think you'll see me face to face 

And you'll sing with the angels and a countless multitude 
This is the promise, this is the promise I've made to you 

 
So just keep on walkin', don't turn to the left or right 

And in the midst of darkness, let this be your light 
That hell can't separate us and you're gonna make it through 

This is the promise, this is the promise I made to you,  
 

I miss each of you and can’t wait to get back to our normal 
routines.  In the meantime, please do not hesitate to call 
me if you need anything.  
Please don’t forget our “Blessing Box” – there are people 
in our community in need. As soon as we fill the box, those 
in need are blessed and per God’s word – Giving is better 
than the receiving. So be a Blessing and drop off some 
non-perishable foods – if it won’t fit in the box – leave by 
the front door. AND, if you need food or supplies and 

don’t or can’t get out, we have members willing to go and 
pick things up for you.  Just give us a call or text.  
 
If you know of someone, we need to add to the prayer list, 
please let us know. Below is our current prayer list. May 
God Bless Each of You 
 
Much Love, 
Debbie Shelton 
903-283-1119 
laketylerbc@gmail.com  

 
PRAYER LIST 

 
Ms. Ellouise and her daughter,  
Dennis Kendall’s son – Danny, 
Shirley Kendall’s son-Trevin Lindsey, 
Sherry Cagle, Sarah Jones, Lynn Lusk, 
President Trump, Our Nation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MARCH FINANCIAL REPORT

Beginning 
Balance

March 
Income

Current 
Month 

Disbursed
Current 
Balance

General Fund 11,542.11$     13,100.50$   13,525.08$   11,117.53$     

Budget Category Annual Budget
March 

Expenses
Year to Date 

Expense
Budget 
Balance

MISSIONS 21,600.00$     1,050.00$     3,150.00$     18,450.00$     
PERSONNEL 98,000.00$     5,513.92$     16,169.75$   81,830.25$     
CHURCH MINISTRIES
   Education Ministry 21,000.00$     725.25$        2,491.11$     18,508.89$     
   Mus ic Minis try 4,000.00$       -$              -$              4,000.00$       
   Outreach Minis try 3,700.00$       151.69$        457.99$        3,242.01$       
   Hospita l i ty Minis try 7,350.00$       686.07$        1,072.20$     6,277.80$       
           Total Ministry Expense 36,050.00$     1,563.01$     4,021.30$     32,028.70$     
OPERATIONS
   Faci l i ty Expens es 38,076.00$     3,851.37$     8,995.35$     29,080.65$     
   Adminis trative 13,700.00$     1,546.78$     4,296.27$     9,403.73$       
   Church Vehicles 500.00$          -$              -$              500.00$          
       Operations Expenses 52,276.00$     5,398.15$     13,291.62$   38,984.38$     

Total Expenses 207,926.00$   13,525.08$   36,632.67$   171,293.33$   

EXPENSES

INCOME

 
 
 


