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Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13 rend your hearts and not
your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents
from punishing. 14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and
leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for
the Lord, your God? -Joel 2:12-14 New Revised Standard Version
(NRSV)

One of the gifts we have as Lutherans is the Liturgical Calendar.
My life is grounded in the fact that we prepare for Christmas
with Advent, that the long, green season of Pentecost lasts for
most of the summer, and every year we mark our preparation for
Easter with the time of Lent. By this time of year I am already
thinking of palms, crosses, and weekly worship.
Lent is seen as a mournful season. We begin by marking our
foreheads with Ashes on Ash Wednesday and end by
remembering the betrayal and arrest of Jesus at the last supper.
But as we gather for worship and a meal something happens.
The days grow longer, the children laugh and run around outside
before service and we see joy in coming together to worship in a
way we don’t for the rest of the year.
Each year we begin lent with a call to discipline. Discipline can
be seen as punishment, but it is also commitment. I invite you to
join in the discipline of lent with me. Together we will eat,
worship, and be reminded of the grace and mercy of God.
God’s Peace,
Pastor Jason Schafer

Contact us:

Visit us online at: www.stlukesprosperity.com

Editor: Donna Eustace
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-1:30 pm Sunday Services:
Office closed on Fridays
Sunday School 9:30 am
Phone: 803-364-4093 Fax: 803-364-5151
Worship Service 10:30 am
Email: secretary@stlukesprosperity.com
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World Day of Prayer 2019
You are invited to the World Day of
Prayer on Friday, March 1 at St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
7:00 p.m. Please mark this on your calendar and plan to
attend this event! We would like for you to join us for
refreshments afterwards in the fellowship hall.
—Blessings! St. Philip’s WELCA

SERVING
GOD THROUGH
SERVING
OTHERS

MARCH SERVICE VOLUNTEERS
March 3
Acolytes

TBA

Crucifer

TBA

Church Closing Phil Connelly
Greeters

Ruthie Boozer & Linda Sheppard

Nursery

Daphne DuBose & Avery DuBose

Lectors

Mike Cousins

Altar Flowers

Sheila & Reggie Beckham and
Pat & Randy Arehart

Altar Guild

Feb 25-Mar 3 Wanda Crotwell &
Mitchel & Harriett Connelly

Ushers

Tim Connelly
Harold McGaha

Charles Fulmer
Chesley Minick
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MARCH SERVICE VOLUNTEERS
March 10

March 17

Acolytes

TBA

TBA

Crucifer

TBA

TBA

Church Closing David Eargle

Henry Kunkle, Jr.

Greeters

Dottie Fulmer & Abigail Holland

Maria Millsaps & Nancy Rumchak

Nursery

Daphne DuBose & Avery DuBose

Carla Livingston, Kandy & Kaley Minick

Lectors

Barry McManus

Penny Ballantyne

Altar Flowers

No flowers in Lent

No flowers in Lent

Altar Guild

Mar 4-10
Joe & Linda Kunkle

Mar 11-17
Faye Shealy & Deann McManus

Ushers

Michael Fulmer Mickey Fulmer
Ben Hawkins
Russell Hendrix

Joe Boozer
Steven Lake

March 24

Russell Kunkle
Lee Livingston
March 31

Acolytes

TBA

TBA

Crucifer

TBA

TBA

Church Closing Byron Carr

Mike Cousins

Greeters

Reggie & Sheila Beckham

Fran Marchant & Jane Caulder

Nursery

Dana Green & Gracen Green

Michelle Long & Alana Eargle

Lectors

Harriett Connelly

Gina Mays

Altar Flowers

No flowers in Lent

No flowers in Lent

Altar Guild

Mar 18-24 Neal Lester
Laura & Adam Lester

Mar. 25-31
Randy & Judy Nobles

Ushers

Reggie Beckham Andrew Green
Jody Green
Joey Long

Austin Gardner
Kevin Longshore

Scott Hunter
Carter Mays

“Seek a relationship when you pray, not answers. You won’t always find answers, but you will always
find Jesus.” —Father Mike Schmitz
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Jonathan Bickley
Gene Boland*
Hayne Boozer*
Wayne Boozer*
Margaret Boozer*
Gene Bratton*
Robin Cameron*
Evelyn Chalmers*
Jim Chalmers*
Andrew Connelly
Brad Curtis*

Sherry Dominick
Thomas Dorroh
Judy M. Epting*
Leo Frick*
Hal Guyon*
Fred Hawkins
Larry Hazel*
Robiette Hazel*
Dakota Jones*
Fred Kesler

Maxine Kinard*
Laurie Lominack
Kathlyn Long*
Shirley McRacken
Lydia Merchant
Dewey Miller*
Calvin Morris
Larry Morris
Jane Pitts
Betty Roberts*

Laura Sharp*
Jeff Singley
Brenda Smith
Wayne “Butch” Stewart*
Phillip Trotter
Douglas Warren, Sr.*
Margaret M. Wicker*
*Family/Friends
A reminder: Names will stay on
the prayer list up to four weeks
unless the office is notified otherwise.

Nursing Home
Ruth Boozer (Generations of Batesburg)

Carol Brandt (Saluda Nursing Center)

Pastor Henry Brandt (Clinton Presbyterian Community)

Jacob Bundrick (Lowman Home)

Myra Sue Chapman (Louisa Health & Rehab, VA)

Alberta Dominick (White Oak Manor)

Peggy Killian (White Oak Manor)

Barry Sebaugh (Springfield Place)

Billie Shealy (Springfield Place)

Alma Staub (Springfield Place)

All care givers and others who have experienced pain, disappointment, anger, and grief in this congregation and elsewhere, our prayers are with you all.

Congregational sympathy is expressed to the family of Donna Bradham
Usry, 71, of Prosperity. She died Sunday, January 27, 2019. Funeral services were held at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 30, 2019, at St. Luke’s
Lutheran Church by the Rev. Jason Schafer and the Rev. Steve Gragg. Burial
followed in the church cemetery. Memorials may be made to St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, New Nativity Fund, 4056 St. Luke’s Church Road, ProsperiTo God you shall return
The traditional Ash Wednesday words “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return”
might seem depressing. But in our often death-denying culture, some might find it refreshing to hear
the frank statement that we can do nothing to save ourselves, physically or spiritually — that, no
matter how we try to avoid sin, we can’t untangle ourselves from self-interest. How liberating, then,
to know we don’t have to! God loves us as we are and sent Jesus to break sin’s power over us.
A pastor described Ash Wednesday as the point you can pinch in the middle of a long piece of ribbon, such that when you lift it high, the two ends — one symbolizing our baptism and the other, our
funeral — meet and touch. We come from dust and will return to dust, but we also come from God
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1

Cooper Barnett

2

Beth Fulmer

3

Catelyn Connelly

5

Camden Hallman

6

Sheila Beckham

7

Luke Williams

8

Gina Mays
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17

Carla Livingston
Patsy Morris
Evan Pitts
Travis Slice

18

Jake Slice

20

Tamela Cohen

21

John W. Pugh
Sophia Hunter

Dean Bedenbaugh
Reggie Beckham
David Cousins
Elliott Weaver

22

Scott Gardner

10

John S. Pugh

24

Dale Bratton

12

Julie Coats
Ben Hammett

26

Aiden Gunwall

13

Payton Gardner

27
28

14

Karen Cumalander

Ryan Koon
Philip Hunter
Zayne Loner

29

Ashlyn Gunwall

15

Barbara Hendrix

30

Kathy Peel

31

Kara Sheppard
Janna Felker

Happy Birthday!

14 Larry and Emily Lake
15 Jay and Wendy Connelly
19 Luke and Cheryl Lucas
31 Paul and Teresa Hunter
Happy Anniversary!

Faith journey
A family was heading on vacation: two little ones were nestled in car seats; the van was packed. As
Dad locked the house and Mom secured the garage, an adult neighbor the kids knew walked up and
spoke through an open window. “Where are you going?” The kids shrugged. “Well, what road are you
taking?” the friend asked with a knowing smile. Of course, they had no idea. “Do you know where
you’ll eat today, or where you’ll spend the night?” Blank stares. Then the friend asked, “Who are you
traveling with?” The children broke into grins and shouted, “Mommy and Daddy!”
On the journey of faith, we don’t know precisely where we’re headed or how all our needs will be
met. But we know who we’re traveling with: our loving God who is fully aware of the twists and turns
ahead; the loving Parent who promises to care for us wherever we go.
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Mid-Carolina High School sophomore Elizabeth
Hunter was recently named the Class 3A Competitive
Cheer Player of the Year by SCCAWS (South Carolina Coaches Association of Women’s Sports).

February 10, 2018
Thanks to the Volunteers!

Pictured: Ella Schafer, Ronald Boozer, Joe Kunkle, George Hawkins, Russell
Kunkle, Enoch Boozer, Joe Boozer, and Paul Brandt
Not pictured: Scott Hunter, David Millsaps, Faye Shealy, Emily Lake, Larry
Lake, Ralph Bedenbaugh, Rosemary Bedenbaugh, Claudia Holton, Randy
Holton, Pam Day, Keitt Kunkle and Anthony Matthews
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God’s Amazing Love Sustains
(G.A.L.S)
February 11, 2019

On February 11, the G.A.L.S. met in the assembly room for
a Valentine celebration. Eleven members and Pastor Jason
were present.
After Doliene welcomed everyone, Faye had devotions reminding us each day is a new day, and
we have opportunity to do something new. She also presented some interesting Valentine trivia.
Doliene brought Valentine greets from Nora Sharpe. We played some fun Valentine games, the
last being passing bags from lift to right (if you could remember your left from your right),
while Carolyn read a story. Everyone received a bag of Valentine candy. Love that chocolate!
We enjoyed a tasty lunch prepared by Doliene, Carolyn and Faye. It was a good time where we
were reminded that we are loved. We invite all widows to join us.

Mid-Carolina Middle School
Congratulations MCMS for being a Palmetto’s Finest Finalist. Only 15 % of all schools in the
state received an Excellent rating.
Kayley Minick received a Rebel-ution Award for the second quarter.
Gracen Green is a member of the Newberry County Honor’s Band. She plays percussion at
MCMS.
Kayley Minick and Anna Grace Morris read a 2018-19 SC book Award Title. They will receive
an extra 100 Homework grade in their ELA class!
Braedon Connelly participated in a skit the Jr. Beta Club did at SC Jr. Beta Club Convention.
They won 5th place.
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Sunday
24
Bulletin information for the upcoming
worship service is due each Wednesday by 10:00 am

Monday
25

Tuesday
26

W
27

Bible Study 12:00 pm
Choir practice 7:00 pm

Office is closed on Fridays
3 Transfiguration of Our Lord
LMM 8:00 am
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship Service 10:30 am

4
Bible Study 12:00 pm

5
Shrove Tuesday
Communion helpers 9:30 am
Essie Hawkins Circle 10:00 am

Stoney Hill Center 7:30 pm
LMM Pancake Supper 7:00 pm

10
1st Sunday in Lent
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship Service 10:30 am
Ukulele practice 11:30 am
Council meeting 6:00 pm

11
12
G.A.L.S. 10:00 am
Girl Scouts 5:30—7:00 pm
Bible Study 12:00 pm
LMM 7:30 pm
Thomas Suber Circle 7:30 pm Choir practice 7:00 pm

17 2nd Sunday in Lent
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship Service 10:30 am
LCY meeting 6:00-7:30 pm

18

24 3rd Sunday in Lent
Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship Service 10:30 am
Ukulele practice 11:30 am
Blood Drive 2-5:30 pm
31 4th Sunday in Lent
Sunday School 9:30 am
Ukulele practice 10:00 am
Worship Service 10:30 am

25
26
Information for April's newsGirl Scouts 5:30-7:00 pm
letter is due

19
Secretary on vacation
Bible Study 12:00 pm

Choir practice 7:00 pm

Choir practice 7:00 pm
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Ash Wed
Commu
Noon S
7:00 pm
13

Len
Light supp
Worship s

20 First d
Len
Light supp
Worship s
27

Len
Light supp
Worship s

Christian Symbol—Chalice & Cross
The chalice with a cross rising from it symbolizes Christ’s obedient suffering, even unto
death. The cross is called a “passion cross,” with pointed ends that represent suffering.
We remember that in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus begged his Father that the “cup”
of suffering be taken from him. But ultimately, he prayed, “Not as I will, but as you
will” (Matthew 26:39, NIV).

day

Wednesday
27

Thursday
28

per 7:00 pm

7:00 pm

1

Saturday
2

World Day of Prayer
St. Philip’s at 7:00 pm

7:00 pm

day
rs 9:30 am
le 10:00 am

Friday

7

6

13

8

9
Stoney Hill Center
Mincemeat

Ash Wednesday
Communion Services:
Noon Service
7:00 pm service
14

15

Lenten Service
Light supper 6:00 pm
Worship service 7:00 pm

16
Cookout
New Horizon 3:00 pm
Fellowship hall reserved

0 pm

0 pm

00 pm

0 pm

20 First day of spring
Lenten Service
Light supper 6:00 pm
Worship service 7:00 pm

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

Lenten Service
Light supper 6:00 pm
Worship service 7:00 pm

Fellowship hall is
reserved today
& Mar. 31
New York Trip Service
Team
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Sunday Morning LMM will meet at 8:00 a.m. Sunday, Mar. 3.
Stoney Hill Center’s March meeting will be Monday, Mar. 4 at 7:30 p.m.
Communion helpers will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Mar. 5th.
The Essie Hawkins Circle will meet Tuesday, Mar. 5th, at 10:00 a.m. Doliene Bedenbaugh will
have the program. Faye Shealy and Fran McGaha will have the refreshments.
You are invited to join us for Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on Tuesday,
Mar. 5 at 7:00 p.m. for pancakes and sausage prepared by the LMM. Following
tradition, at the end of the meal we will burn last year’s palm branches to use in
the Service of Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday. Don’t miss this opportunity to be together for fellowship as a church family. Spread the word and
invite a friend.
We will have two services on Ash Wednesday (Mar. 6): noon and 7:00 p.m.
These are services of holy communion.
Ukulele Orchestra will practice after church service March 10 and 24. Practice on March 31 will
be at 10:00 a.m.
The G.A.L.S. group will meet on Monday, March 11th, at 10:00 a.m. in the assembly room.
Don’t forget to pick up a red bag to bring your gifts for Manna House to the church. Our LMM
that meet on Monday, Mar. 11, will package your gifts and deliver them to Manna House the
following day.
Lenten Meals and Services each WednesdayMarch 13, 20, 27, April 3 & 10
Meal: 6:00 p.m.
Worship 7:00 p.m.
Our Hosts for the Lenten Meals on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.:
To search our souls, to Mar. 13: Youth
Mar. 20: Essie Hawkins Circle will prepare chicken casserole and
meditate, will not
fixings.
suffice for Lent.
Mar.
27:
Barbara Richardson Circle
To share the cross, to
sacrifice;
April 03: Thomas Suber Circle will prepare soups and sandwiches
these are the things God April 10: The Occasional Choir
Living sacrifices

meant.
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New Horizon: What better way to think of spring and warmer weather than to have a cookout
and enjoy games! Come join the New Horizon on Saturday, March 16 at 3:00 p.m. in the church
fellowship hall. The cookout will be provided by the New Horizon committee. To help with the
meal planning, please call Catherine Boozer (364-2870) or Emily Lake (364-3117) by March
10th. Looking forward to an afternoon of fun, food, and fellowship!
Blood Drive at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church will be Sunday, Mar. 24 from 2:00-5:30 p.m.
Please call Fran Merchant (803-364-3156) for an appointment for the Blood Connection. Your
donation helps to meet the local transfusion needs of our community. Thank you for all your
support.
Relay for Life: St. Luke’s is once again sponsoring a team for Relay for Life which will be held
on May 11, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. at Newberry College. If you are interested in being part of the
team, please contact Harriett Kesler.
Sign up for important notices from Pastor Jason on your phone. If you have a smartphone, get
push notifications by opening your web browser and type rmd.at/ch6c727. Follow instruction. If
you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications. Text the message @ch6c727 to the number
81010 or to (706) 621-5607. Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/ch6c727 on a computer
to sign up for email notifications.

Holy Week Schedule

April 14
Palm Sunday Service, 10:30 a.m. with blessing of the palms and procession
April 18
Maundy Thursday Services at 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
April 19
Good Friday Tenebrae service at 7:00 p.m.
April 21
Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. with breakfast following
Easter service at 10:30 a.m.

“If the lungs of prayer and the
Word of God do not nourish the
breath of spiritual life, we risk
suffocating in the midst of a
thousand daily cares. Prayer is
the breath of the soul and of
life.”
—Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Easter Egg Hunt at St. Luke’s All children through 5th grade are invited to our annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 20 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. A light lunch
will be served. Each child should bring three plastic eggs. All youth and helpers,
please arrive by 10:15 am.
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Even though February 16th was a chilly and cloudy afternoon, the New
Horizon members and friends felt the warmth of a warm and sunny day through fellowship
and music. Because Valentine’s Day had just been celebrated and because God’s love is
with us every day, the assembly room was decorated by Emily and Larry Lake using the
theme of “love”.
After our leader Catherine Boozer welcomed everyone, the group prayed together the
Lord’s Prayer. Our neighbor and friend, Ron Brown, a retired pastor who lives on
Mt. Pilgrim Church Road, was welcomed. He served as pastor in Georgia, Alabama,
and South Carolina. He loves music and enjoys playing his guitar with Pastor Jason, Alan
Bickley and friends.
Pastor Brown told of his interesting experiences walking the
Palmetto Trail. Bike-riding was his first love of the outdoors
but he soon realized its danger-so many fast cars! So, he took
up walking because, as he stated, “I’d be facing traffic and
could quickly get out of the road when necessary”.
Walking the Palmetto Trail has been exciting and sometimes
dangerous. He told many stories. One especially interesting
was about the time he was lost. He prayed that God would
help him. Suddenly, seven pit bull dogs saw him--not the
answer he had hoped for from God. Being so scared and
nervous, he just took his harmonica from his pocket and
began making noise, not music! The dogs slowed up, came
close and started smelling him. About that time, the dogs’
owner appeared. They were in the forest “hog hunting”! No
guns, no archery—only dogs! After Pastor Brown went hunting with the group and the dogs, he was taken to his truck
twenty miles away-blessed and thankful!

How peace bears witness
Christians ought not to be smothered in fear. There is a spiritual readiness, where we return to having the
peace of God stand guard over our hearts and minds.
What an incredible witness it is to a lost and fearful society when the Christian acts like a child of God,
living under the loving sovereignty of the heavenly Father. The Christian needs to walk in peace, so no
matter what happens they will be able to bear witness to a watching world. —Henry Blackaby
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Pastor Brown has seen several alligators on the Trail, but never a snake on his 800+ miles. He
said he did see a snake once but it was on the main highway and not in the forest.
He brought his backpack to show what he takes on each trip. He’s worn out five pairs of shoes
in his five years of walking. One interesting tidbit to know-there’s only two privies (sweet
smelling toilets) on the entire Palmetto Trail. Also a note: there are very few benches for resting.
In closing, Pastor Brown took his mandolin from his back pack to
sing several songs with everyone. His mandolin is small and
plastic—in case it rained! The songs were written by him from
his personal experiences. For example, Psalm 18 helped him with
his fear of heights on the mountain trails; after which he wrote the
song “Just Lean on the Rock”.
What a wonderful way to close Pastor Brown’s program. Thanks
were also given to Pastor Jason for helping with the technology.
A small monetary gift of appreciation was presented to Pastor
Brown, and he asked that it be given to Manna House. Many
times he has raised money for the hungry with his walking. We
appreciate his generosity and love for all people.
The 2019 New Horizon schedule of events was given to the members. Thank you notes were
read from Nora Sharpe and families of Hattie boozer, Mattie Boozer and Bernice Connelly.
Acknowledgements were read from St. Luke’s and Boys Farm in appreciation of New Horizon
memorials for these three ladies.
Several members were celebrating February birthdays: Margaret Koon, Linda Kunkle, Harold
McGaha, and Janette Vaughn. Happy Birthday was sung to these friends!
A delicious meal of vegetable soups, cornbread and desserts was enjoyed by all. God’s love is
special and was with us on this February afternoon. We know God “Walks” with us everywhere
we go —just like he did with Pastor Brown on the Palmetto Trail!
Tossed Salad
On the “Three Sides” podcast (ELCA, Sept. 6, 2018), Wendy Davidson, a leader at the Kellogg Company, shares how her Christianity informs her work. Because her adult faith emerged from several denominational influences, she considers variety to be a strength, not only spiritually but throughout life.
Davidson encourages her co-workers to bring their unique personalities and ideas to the table to create a metaphorical salad. “It doesn’t mean that the salad now becomes one homogenous blob; it is still
distinctly the flavors of the salad ingredients,” she says. “But they’ve all found a way to come together to
make something that much more flavorful than they could have been all on their own.”
Viewing church and our communities this way could be transformative. What if we welcome different people, invite ideas and resist melding everything into one giant blob? Then we can savor each
“ingredient” and the resulting gourmet dish. Delicious!
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Thank you! When someone shows such generous ways, it’s more than special sharing —
For at the heart of thoughtfulness is the gift of someone’s caring. Thank you for being so
thoughtful and kind, for the wonderful way you keep others in mind-And tucked in this
“Thanks” are some warm wishes, too, for sweet gifts of caring returning to you!
I wish to that Beverly Bowers for bringing the church Christmas cards and also the
Women of ELCA for the presents.
In Christian Love,
Alberta Dominick

Dear Congregation of Saint Luke’s,
Thank you so much for your generosity and kindness during our difficult time. Your
thoughtfulness has helped me to focus on being with Andrew and he is slowly making
progress.
It means so much to us that you gave to us so generously during this time and we will
forever be grateful.
Thank you and with Love,
Viky Connelly

Thank you to all who contributed Manna House items that were collected Feb. 11. We
collected 27 red bags containing 178 items. Please continue to support this project for
those in our community who are less fortunate. Thank you!
Thanks to all who donate their aluminum cans to the church. We raised $28.40 for 71lbs
(@ $0.40/ lb.) of aluminum cans. Please continue to share your aluminum trash with the
church.
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General Funds: JANUARY 2019
Income Needed to Cover Budget Year to Date:
(** assuming 1/12 of budget spent each month**)
Budget Received to Date
General Fund
Operating Expense Only Fund
Total Budget Received to Date:
Disbursed to Date
General Fund
Operating Expense Only
Total Budget Disbursed to Date:
Balance General Fund 12/31/2018
Balance General Fund

$ 22,550.57

$ 18,702.76
$ 2,080.00

$ 20,782.76

$ 14,141.38
$ 3,957.24

$ 18,098.62
$ 73,943.20
$ 78,504.58

Worship Trends
Attendance

General Fund Operating

Operating Expense Only

Jan. 20 179

$4,302.00

$575.00

Jan. 27 158

$2,386.25

$370.00

Feb. 03 225

$4,811.00

$565.00

Feb. 10 172

$3,991.00

$370.00

181

TBA

TBA

Feb. 24 TBA

TBA

TBA

Feb. 17

February 1st Sunday offering for capital projects: $819.00
Offering needed weekly to meet 2019 budget: $5,203.98
For simplicity, please do not combine donations to multiple funds
(I.e. General and Fellowship Hall) on the same check. Write a separate check for
each fund and remember to include your offering number on each check as they get
separated in processing. We are grateful for your ongoing support!
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