
  

 

 

The Lamplighter  
 of  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

September 2020 

20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 
Matthew 18:20 

 

 
It’s been quite a year.  Here at Saint Luke’s we haven’t gathered in the sanctuary since mid 
March.  This is probably only the second time in the history of our congregation that we 
have had to shut our doors.  I’ve been proud of our church and the ways we have contin-
ued to minister together. It has never been more clear to me that the church is not a build-
ing but the people of God gathered together. 
 
We are still struggling with the best way to be together as a community and worship in the 
pandemic and after much prayer we have decided to return to worship in the sanctuary.  I 
am excited to hear the organ play and see the candles lit again but I have to share some 
important ways in which worship will be very different. 
 
1.Parking Lot Worship and Facebook worship will continue. As pastor, it’s my hope to 
bring along as much of the congregation as we can.  Returning to worship at 10:30 will 
give us another chance to gather as a community. 
 
2.You won’t be able to sit in your favorite pew. The best advice we can find is that stay-
ing about 6’ away from others is important to keep everyone safe.  Every other pew will be 
roped off and we will ask people to only sit with their family units. 
 
3.Masks will be required. I know. I don’t like them either but, at this point, masks in wor-
ship are a way that we can live into our Christian call to protect the weakest in our commu-
nity. 
 
4.We won’t be singing in the sanctuary. I wish we could, but to begin we will have in-
strumental music before, after, and during worship. 
 
These, along with a few other logistical issues are ways that our gathering will change, but 
we come together for worship I am confident that the core promise of what it means to wor-
ship God will continue to be present. We know that Jesus promises wherever two or more 
are gathered God is there. Thank you for showing your willingness to continue to gather.  I 
am grateful for the people of St. Luke’s and the faithfulness you have shown. 
 
God’s peace, 
 
 
Pastor Jason Schafer 
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Contact us: 
Editor: Elizabeth Vassar  
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday  8:00 am-1:00 pm 
Church Office closed on Fridays 
Phone: 803-364-4093  Fax: 803-364-5150  
Email: secretary@stlukesprosperity.com  

Sunday Drive-In Service 
9:00 am   
 
Sunday In House Worship 
10:30 am beginning 9/13  

It’s easy to get caught up in today's world and miss the immeasurable examples 
of kindness and purpose we see daily. We become overloaded with images of 
greed, of excess, and sometimes lose sight of what is truly important.  It is during 
these times that it is imperative we trust in our faith - believe fully in our hearts 
and minds that God WILL see us through any trial and lead us over these stormy 
seas to calmer shores.  
 
In a perfect situation, this is an easy concept to comprehend.  However, when we 
are at our worst—scared, angry, confused— the lifeline that our faith offers may 
seem rather hard to grasp.  But that is only an illusion.  Our answer is always 
close at hand. 
 
The Bible teaches us that God is ever-vigilant.  He watches over us day and 
night and will not leave us in torment.  He guides us through the darkness and 
brings us to the light.  Always.  Even during those times when we feel as if He 
can’t possibly be leading us down this particular path on purpose.  
 
Everyone has moments of doubt.  Moments where they have been shaken to the 
core and think to themselves “This can’t possibly be right!”.  You must trust in 
God, and trust in yourself to carry out God’s word with dignity and grace. 
 
An easy way to retune your mindset from doubtful to faithful is to read your bible.  
Listen to the meaning behind the passages.  Reflect on how these essays, alt-
hough written in a much different time, are still relevant today.  Breathe in the 
wisdom and solace offered on the pages, allow the words to lift your spirit and 
ease your fears.   
 
Below are but a few passages regarding faith.  May they help steady any turbu-
lence that weighs on your heart. 
 
Hebrews 11:6   John 7:38   Mark 11:24    Proverbs 3:5-6 
Mark 9:23    2 Timothy 4:7  Ephesians 2:8-9  Romans 10:17 
Matthew 15:28   Luke 1:37   Philippians 4:13  2 Corinthians 5:7 
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 September 6 September 13 

Acolytes  Braylen Long & Gage Hunter Ethan Hunter & Will Hawkins 

Crucifer Andrew Green Elizabeth Hunter 

Church Closing Henry Kunkle, Jr. Byron Carr 

Lectors Becky Kinard Sandy Schafer 

Altar Guild 
 

August 31—September 6 

Randy & Judy Nobles 

September 7—September 13 
Mitchel & Harriett Connelly and  
Wanda Crotwell 

Ushers Tim Connelly, Charles Fulmer, Harold 
McGaha, and Chesley Minick 

Michael Fulmer, Mickey Fulmer, Bert Lucas 
and Russell Hendrix 

Greeters Aus�n Gardner & Ronald Boozer Ruthie Boozer & Linda Sheppard 

 September 20 September 27 

Acolytes  Zachary Hunter & Micah Schafer Hadyn Jacob & Gracen Green 

Crucifer Sam Hawkins Baylee Kinard 

Church Closing Evan Pi�s Mickey Fulmer 

Lectors Barry McManus Paul Hunter 

Altar Guild September 14—September 20 September 21—September 27 

Ushers Joe Boozer, Russell Kunkle, Steven 
Lake and Lee Livingston 

Reggie Beckham, Andrew Green, Jody Green 
and Joey Long 

Greeters Dottie Fulmer & Abigail Holland Maria Millsaps & Nancy Rumchak 

September Service Volunteers 
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4 Brian Koon 
Michelle Long 

5 Banks Milligan 

6 Ralph Bedenbaugh 

9 Carol Brandt 

10 Brooke Stoudemire 

12  Scott Hunter 
Lee Livingston 

14 Kelly Hawkins 
Brianna Kinard 
Kaley Minick 
Carolyn Shealy 

15 Eleandor Minick 

17 Enoch Boozer 

18 Gracen Green 

19 Christopher Connelly 
Sims Peel 
Silas Boyd Pitts 

20  Anna Cohen 
Dallas Williams 

21 Tracy Fulmer 
Wayne Nichols 
Jeffrey Turner 

22 Emily Cousins 
Ashley Glymph 

23 Wanda Taylor 

25 Tyler Kitchen 

26 Ray Hawkins 

27 Alex Brandt 
Clint Shealy 
Timothy Justin Weaver 

28 Virginia Cannon 

30  Baylee Ann Kinard 

24 Kailey Gunwall 

1 Dallas & Maggie Williams 

6 Travis and Jennifer Slice 

      George & Nicole Simmons 

19 Clint & Jenni Shealy 

26 Brenda & Howard Smith 

Happy Anniversary! 

Special dates 

• Labor Day, September 7, 2020 
• Patriot Day, September 11, 
2020 
• National Grandparents 
Day, September 13, 2020 
• First day of autumn, September 
22, 2020 

 

“Youth is the gift of nature, but age is a work of art.” 
—Stanislaw Jerzy Lec 
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Sunday, September 13—St. Luke’s will move 
on to the next phase of worship during quarantine, 
and will offer three separate ways to worship for 
your convenience.   
 
1) At 9:00 a.m., we will have a drive-in service 

in the parking lot.  The early mornings are 
the perfect time to enjoy a breath of cool air 
in this summer heat. 

 
2) The 9:00 a.m. service will be streamed on 

FaceBook Live for those that are unable to 
congregate in person and wish to worship 
from the comforts of home. 

 
3) At 10:30 a.m., we will open the sanctuary 

with limited seating for those congregants 
who are ready for face-to-face worship 
again. This will be a service of the word only 
and will not include hymns. 
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 Masks will be required for all congregants participating 
in worship in the sanctuary 

 Social Distancing of at least 6 ft will be enforced 
 Please allow an usher to seat you 
 One household/family per pew 
 Households will be staggered in pews  
 Rows will be individually dismissed after service 
 Please reserve all physical forms of contact until such 

time as the Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted 
 The nursery WILL NOT be open during worship ser-

vices.  Parents should be prepared to keep children 
with them in the sanctuary if they accompany them to 
worship 

 Elevator usage will be restricted to a maximum of 2 per-
sons from the same household per use 

 Pew cushions have been removed for cleaning and 
sanitation and will not be replaced until restrictions have 
been lifted.  Anyone needing a cushion for ease of sit-
ting during worship will need to bring one with them 

 Hand sanitizer will be available for use as you enter the 
sanctuary, however, if you or other members of your 
family feel ill, please stay home and worship with us via 
FaceBook 

 The sanctuary will remain closed to the public, with the 
exception of in-person worship times, to allow for con-
tinued proper sanitation of the premises between ser-
vices 

 The downstairs altar will be available to anyone needing 
a private place to pray during the week 
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COLLEGE QUARANTINE GO BAG 

COLLEGE PARENTS: If you have a child going to college and living in a dorm, 
have them pack an emergency COVID-19 bag in case they test positive and have 
to quarantine. 

The possibility exists that your child may test positive, and have to leave his 
or her dorm for a quarantine location. It's probably a VERY GOOD idea to 
have a pre-packed quarantine bag in his or her closet. It would be so much 
easier to ask a roommate to grab "the blue Nike bag in the closet and my lap-
top" than to try to figure out what he or she will want/need for two weeks. 
  
COVID-19 QUARANTINE BAG: 
  
*Extra cell phone charger 
*List of important peoples’ phone numbers written out, 
*List of any allergies 
*2 or more complete changes of comfy clothes: sweats, PJ Pants, T's, Fuzzy 
Socks 
*Fleece throw (take the tiniest one in the house and squish it into an XL Bag-
gie, then force the extra air out.) 
*Thermometer 
*Body Lotion/baby oil 
*Feminine Hygiene/Special Hygiene stuff, 
*Toothbrush, Toothpaste, 
*Shampoo/Conditioner, 
*Hair comb/brush, Hair Ties 
*Cough Drops 
*Tylenol to bring fever down, help with aches 
*Vicks Vap O Rub 
*Prescription medications (optional Mucinex DM or  
Robitussin Cough & Chest Congestion) 
*Tissues 
*Snacks 
*A few Masks 
*Some sort of distraction-even a coloring book and crayons or a deck of cards 
* Powdered Gatorade to mix in water may be a great idea 

Reprinted from the South Carolina Lutheran 
eNews, 8/19/2020 edition 
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Time Management Tips to Help Kids with Online Learning 
 
Having a consistent schedule for schoolwork will allow parents to plan the workday and 
let students more easily transition in and out of school time. Research shows that stu-
dents who have higher GPAs are usually better at time management. Try to build as 
much structure and consistency as possible, setting times for meals, schoolwork and oth-
er activities.  

Before embarking on creating a schedule, there are a couple of things to consider. 

Try to get children on the same schedule they had when they were going into school. 
That means the same wake-up time. Have kids dress for school and start schoolwork at 
the same hour they used to start classes. 

Observe your child to see what works best. Many children are more engaged and fo-
cused during the morning.  

For younger children, you may want to break down segments of the class to tackle one at 
a time rather than having them finish a whole lesson in one sitting. Older students can 
usually stay focused for longer periods of time. If you have a high schooler, consider 
breaks between different subjects. 

Every kid is unique and it's important to find out what works best for your child. Set some 
time a few days into the semester to observe your child and figure out the optimal length 
of learning sessions, the times that they are most engaged, and what helps them main-
tain focus. 
 
Allow for flexibility in the schedule. Give children a break if they are frustrated, anxious or 
very distracted. It’s OK to slow the pace, giving your child more time to think and process 
a challenging topic. 

For some children, a basic visual checklist of tasks will help keep them focused. It allows 
them to see the full scope of what they have to accomplish and what steps to take.  
 
Many children miss receiving reinforcement and reassurance from teachers and 
counselors. Building a reward system can help maintain motivation.  

Be flexible.  You may need to adjust your schedule as you go. If some class activi-
ties or subjects are more difficult, consider setting aside another time to work on 
that assignment. Try working with your children on more challenging tasks during 
the times of the day when they are most alert and engaged. Encourage your child 
to continue working on the things that come more easily when you are not readily 
available. It’s helpful to share with the teacher what works best for you and your 
child. 

*Adapted from USA Today 



10 

 

 

Through the teaching, support, sacrifice, worship and com-
mitment of the church, utterly ordinary people are enabled 
to do some rather extraordinary, even heroic acts, not on 
the basis of their own gifts and abilities, but rather by hav-
ing a community capable of sustaining Christian virtue. The 
church enables us to be better people than we could have 
been if left to our own devices. 
—Stanley Hauerwas and William Willimon, Resident Aliens 

One all-important word 

Sometimes one word makes all the difference. In John 14:16, when Jesus promises 
the disciples that God will send the Holy Spirit, he doesn’t say “the” Helper or “a” Help-
er but “another” Helper. For there to be “another” of something, we must already be 
familiar with a first of that thing. Jesus has been, for the disciples, their first Helper. 
They already “know him for he dwells with [them]” (verse 17, ESV). 
 
When my infant son was to start full-time daycare, the transition went quite smoothly. 
That’s because his “new” caregiver wasn’t new at all: She was Grandma! The sense 
that my son would be in the hands of another family member he already knew eased 
the handoff for Mama and baby alike. 
 
Not all parents have access to that type of situation, but the caregiving arrangement 
Jesus provided his disciples is available to all. Even when Jesus is no longer physical-
ly with us, another who loves us just as much — another we already know and whose 
truth we’ve seen in Jesus — is here. We’re in good hands. 
—Heidi Mann 

“When we long for life without difficulties, remind us that oaks grow strong in contrary 
winds and diamonds are made under pressure.” 
—Peter Marshall  
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General Funds: July 2020 
 

Income Needed to Cover Budget Year to Date:        163,650.29 
(** assuming 1/12 of budget spent each month**)  
 
Budget Received to Date 
 General Fund           $ 130,501.91 
 Operating Expense Only Fund      $   18,902.20 
 Total Budget Received to Date:          $149,404.11 
Disbursed to Date 
 General Fund         $ 92,017.77 
 Operating Expense Only      $ 15,787.12 
Total Budget Disbursed to Date:          $ 107,804.89 
Balance General Fund 12/31/2019         $   93,425.02 
Balance General Fund 06/30/2020                      $ 131,909.16 

Worship Trends 

Date General Fund Operating Operating Expense Only 

7/26/2020 3,832.00 415.00 

8/2/2020 4,967.00 665.00 

8/9/2020 1,911.00 800.00 

8/16/2020 4,578.00 380.00 

8/23/2020 2,355.00 560.00 

8/30/2020 TBA TBA 

   

August 1st Sunday offering for capital projects:   $280.00 

 

For simplicity, please do not combine donations to multiple funds  
(I.e. General and Fellowship Hall) on the same check. Write a separate check for 
each fund and remember to include your offering number on each check as they get 
separated in processing. We are grateful for your ongoing support!  
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