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July 2021 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be regis-
tered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All 
went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Gali-
lee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house 
and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
                       -Luke 2:1-7  

For most of my life my family has been spread out all over the country. 
We were able to keep in touch through letters and phone calls but it was 
always a special time when we would gather in person. Usually when we 
got together we were able to celebrate several birthdays that we missed 
even if the actual day had already passed. 
 
I’ve been thinking about what it means for the church to wake up from 
this pandemic. There have been events and celebrations we have missed 
but maybe we can begin to celebrate them now. For instance, we will 
have Christmas in July this year. After church on July 11 we will have a 
little break for ice cream and then go from house to house singing Christ-
mas carols. The timing will be different but the promise of God with us will 
still ring true. 
 
I pray for the names on this mailing list. If there is anything that we can do 
as a church to help continue your engagement in the life and ministry of 
Saint Luke’s please let me know. 
 
God’s Peace, 
 
 
 
Pastor Jason Schafer  
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Contact us: 
Editor: Elizabeth Vassar  
Phone: 803-364-4093    
Email: secretary@stlukesprosperity.com  
Office Hours:  Mon—Thurs 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Sunday Services:  
Sunday School 9:30 am  
Worship Service 10:30 am 

Visit us online at: www.stlukesprosperity.com 

The flavor of the gospel 

“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its fla-
vor?” (Matthew 5:13, NLT). These words from Jesus might seem strange to us —
 can salt lose its flavor? But in New Testament times, most of the salt used as 
seasoning, preservative, medicinal aid and more came from the Dead Sea, where 
impurities often compromised its usefulness, especially its flavor. 

Jesus urges his disciples — including us — to not let the flavor of the gospel be 
suppressed in our lives. What might do this? Teachings that treat patriotism, 
prosperity or any other value as equal to Jesus; the tendency to elevate one na-
tion, church denomination, theological understanding or religious tradition 
above all others; such intense focus on the laws of ancient Israel that we neglect 
the superseding grace of God. But neither should we force the gospel on people, 
like overpowering their food by dumping in too much salt at once. 

As followers of Jesus, we’re the salt of the earth. Let us use his good news 
to gently season others’ lives with service and love. 

We need friends. Friends guide us, care for us, confront us in 
love, console us in times of pain. Although we speak of 
“making friends,” friends cannot be made. Friends are free 
gifts from God. But God gives us the friends we need when 
we need them if we fully trust in God’s love. 

Friends cannot replace God. They have limitations and weak-
nesses like we have. Their love is never faultless, never com-
plete. But in their limitations they can be signposts on our 
journey towards the unlimited and unconditional love of God. 
Let’s enjoy the friends whom God has sent on our way. 
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 July 4 July 11 

Church Closing Joe Kunkle Billy Pi�s 

Lectors Sam Hawkins Jay Salter 

Altar Flowers The Priscilla M. Hunter family Harrie� Kesler 

Altar Guild 
 

June 28—July 4 

Faye Shealy & Deann McManus 

July 5—July 11 

Neal Lester, Laura Lester & Adam Lester 

Ushers Tim Connelly, Charles Fulmer, Harold 
McGaha and Chesley Minick 

Michael Fulmer, Mickey Fulmer, Bert 
Lucas, and Russell Hendrix 

 July 18 July 25 

Church Closing Bruce Shealy Jeffrey Turner 

Lectors Mike Cousins Ella Schafer 

Altar Flowers Pam Day Debra Beard, Linda Bra�on, Lisa Lever 

Altar Guild July 12—July 18 

Randy & Judy Nobles 

July 19—July 25 

Mitchel & Harrie� Connelly and Wanda 

Crotwell 

Ushers Joe Boozer, Russell Kunkle, Ste-
ven Lake, and Lee Livingston 

Reggie Beckham, Andrew Green, Jody 
Green, and Joey Long 

July Service Volunteers 
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*  Reminder:  Prayer requests 
will be listed for 4 weeks.  

 
Harriett Connelly 
Peach Fralick 
Elaine Franklin 
Juanita Fulmer 
Paul Hawkins 
Blake Hendrix 
Kathleen Long 

Nursing Home 

Carol Brandt  (Saluda Nursing Center)    Pastor Henry Brandt (Clinton Presbyterian Community)  

Alvin Connelly (Generations of Irmo) Alberta Dominick (White Oak Manor) 

Faye Long (Springfield Place) Barry Sebaugh (Springfield Place) 

All care givers and others who have experienced pain, disappointment, anger, and grief in this congregation 
and elsewhere, our prayers are with you all.  

Billie Shealy (Springfield Place)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregational congratulations go out to Justin and Kara Hawkins, who 
celebrated their wedding on June 19, 2021.  Additionally, congratulations are 
extended to Lucas and Ashley Harper, who celebrated their wedding on 
June 26, 2021. 
 
We are overjoyed for both couples as they begin their lives united in Christ’s 
love. 
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1 George D. Hawkins                                                   
Mollie Stevens 

2 Betty Connelly 

3 Hannah Brandt 

4 Ruthie Boozer 
Bobby Coats 

5 Jason Livingston 

7 Henry Kunkle, Jr      
Peggy Boozer                                                     
Robin Brandt                                                       
Carter Mays     
Isabelle Moore                                                   
Tony Turner    

 8 Vikki Hunter 

 9 Julia Eargle 

10 Nancy Singley 
Barry Sebaugh 
David Brandt 

11 Robyn Minick 
Christy Ochiltree 
Angela Pitts 

  

5 David & Lydia Merchant 
James & Tammy Bouknight 

11 Fred & Harriett Kesler 

15 Michael & Tamela Cohen 

19 Debbie Minick & Jeffery Gould 

23 Scottie & Angela Hawkins 

 Happy Anniversary! 

17 David Amick 
Coleman Whitesides 

18 Alberta Dominick 
Cindy Bedenbaugh 
Nola Craven 

20 Alyssa Jesttes 

22 Donna Turner 
Lea Smith Brandt* 

28 Conrad Minick 

29 Sylvia Moore 
Billie F. Morris 

Happy Birthday!  

13 JoAnn Bedenbaugh 

14 Ashley Turner 
Whitney Moore 

16 Reagan Nobles 

12 Russell Kunkle 
Beverly Whitesides 
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Summer has arrived!  What better way to welcome summer 
than a cookout and fun!  The New Horizon Group gathered 
June 12, 2021, to enjoy just that! 
 
Thanks to Peggy Boozer and Sandra Lominack, the Fellow-
ship Hall was decorated with a red, white and blue theme.  
With flags on each table, Memorial Day and the Fourth of 
July came to mind—important events all of us should re-
member! 
 
The leader, Catherine Boozer, welcomed everyone, especially our young 
guest Braylen Long.  Catherine called her our “golden girl” instead of “golden-
ager!” 
 
Harold McGaha’s meaningful devotions also referred to summer.  “Now, learn 
this lesson from the fig tree:  As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 
come out, you know summer is near.” -Matthew 24:32.  After we joined in 
praying the Lord’s Prayer, Harold shared that the bible he was using was giv-
en to him at his high school graduation.  What a cherished gift! 
 
During the business session, the leader asked the members to sign cards for 
two members who are ill—Harriett Connelly and Edith Hite.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with them. 
 
New Horizon does not meet in July and August.  The September meeting will 
be a memorial for two special friends and members—Margaret Koon and My-
ra Sue Chapman.  Further details will be announced. 
 
Emily Lake began the afternoon’s fun and games with a wooden egg on a 
wooden spoon relay race.  Surprisingly, not too many eggs fell on the floor.  
Next came a race with a ball (a very large ball) placed on a cup (a very tiny 
cup).  Believe it or not, us older folks still have pretty good balance! 
 
Trivia questions, many about the 50s, were fun to answer and remember.  
But, when a member answered the trivia question, he or she had to play tum-
bling blocks.  (Hard on the nerves when it comes close to falling!) 
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Continued from previous page… 
 

George Hawkins usually joins Emily with entertainment, but this year he could 
not be present.  George’s favorite part would always be telling jokes; therefore, 
Emily filled in with the jokes.  As an added treat, everyone tried to guess how 
many pieces of candy were in a bag.  Carolyn Shealy was the lucky winner of 
112 pieves of candy! 
 
A delicious meal of hamburgers with all the trimmings and a variety of desserts 
were enjoyed.  Thanks to Joe Kunkle and Ronald Boozer for grilling and the 
New Horizon committee members for furnishing the meal.  What a wonderful 
way to welcome summertime! 
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On June 20, St. Luke’s hosted our 2nd F.E.A.S.T. (Friends Eating and 
Sharing Together) of the season.  This time, we were able to eat in 
the Fellowship Hall and see faces that we hadn’t been able to see in 
what seems like forever.  Seating was randomly assigned so that we 
could step outside of our immediate family units for a moment and re-
connect with our church family.  The meal was catered by Hawg 
Heaven in Prosperity.  You’ve never seen so much food! It was abso-
lutely delicious and great fun! 
 
Our next, and last, F.E.A.S.T. of the summer will be on August 23 and 
we will have our Blessing of the Backpacks during this time.  Official 
announcements and sign-up information will be provided soon so be 
on the lookout! 

On Saturday, June 5, the St. Luke’s Youth braved the rapids with a 
rafting trip to Nantahala Outdoor Center in Bryson City, NC.  The 
day was beautiful and everyone had an excellent time.  All who 
went returned safe and sound and absolutely exhausted!  Let’s do 
this again soon! 
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A 

gentle answer 

As it does this year, July 4 fell on Sunday in 
1937. While Pastor Eldred Johnston led worship that morning in 
Paulding, Ohio, local kids set off firecrackers nearby (restrictions 
were rare back then). Realizing he needed to act, the pastor 
slipped outside during a hymn and found the revelers.

But instead of scolding or shouting, Johnston stayed calm. “I used to enjoy 
shooting fireworks too,” he said, adding that he knew it was a fun way to cele-

The sounds of summer 

 

When on a summer's morn I wake, 

And open my two eyes, 

Out to the clear, born-singing rills 

My bird-like spirit flies, 

  

To hear the Blackbird, Cuckoo, 
Thrush, 
Or any bird in song; 
And common leaves that hum all day, 
Without a throat or tongue. 

  

And when Time strikes the hour for 
sleep, 

Back in my room alone, 

My heart has many a sweet bird’s 
song — 

And one that’s all my own. 
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Summer is quickly approaching which means it is 
time start planning for Day Camp.  Day Camp this 
year will be July 12-16, 2021.  The camp is open to 
student who will complete grades K-5 in the spring 
of 2021.  The cost is $75 for active members of St. 
Luke’s and $100 for friends of St. Luke’s. Let your 
friends and family know we would love to have them 
join us in all the fun.  Please plan to register ASAP.  
Day Camp forms can be located by the office and in 
the narthex.  
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Don’t forget! 
 
The Essie Hawkins Circle will 
meet on July 6, 2021 at 11:00 
a.m. at Roma’s in Prosperity for a 
great lunch and get-together.  
We’ll see you all there! 

Reminder:  All doors need to be securely locked before exiting the building.  

The Thomas Suber Circle will have an 
Covered Dish Ice Cream Gathering on 
July 18, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.  We hope to 
see you there! 

The St. Luke’s Giving Tree  
Playground Fundraiser 

 
Thank you to everyone who has 
donated to the Giving Tree Play-
ground Fundraiser.  If you still 
want to donate, please do!  Our 
goal is to add benches to our 
playground area so any extra 
funds would be greatly appreci-
ated. 

"When you shop  smile.amazon.com/
ch/57-6039050, AmazonSmile will do-
nate a portion of your eligible purchas-
es to St Lukes Lutheran Church at no 
cost to you!"  

Tithe.ly 
 
Electronic contributions can be submitted via TITHE.LY Online Giving.  Creating an 
account and password is easy and will only take a minute.  You can schedule recurring 
payments or one-time contributions with special designations. 
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Dear loved ones, 
 
The words “thank you” seem inadequate 
to express how I feel about all the pray-
ers, beautiful cards, meals and visits from 
Pastor Jason during my hospitalizations.  
As I continue to recover, I praise God for 
my beloved church family. 
 
Peace be with you all. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edith Hite 

Many, many thanks to 
everyone who hosted the 
“Coffee and Lemonade 
Time” during April, May 
and June. 
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General Funds: May 2021 
 

Income Needed to Cover Budget Year to Date:        $114,560.35 
(** assuming 1/12 of budget spent each month**)  
 
Budget Received to Date 
 General Fund           $   93,682.01 
 Operating Expense Only Fund      $   13,620.00 
 Total Budget Received to Date:          $107,302.01 
Disbursed to Date 
 General Fund         $   83,417.92 
 Operating Expense Only      $   12,813.34 
Total Budget Disbursed to Date:          $  96,231.26 
Balance General Fund 12/31/2020         $126,251.17  
Balance General Fund 05/31/2021                     $136,515.26 

Worship Trends 

Date General Fund Operating Operating Expense Only 

May 30 7,556.00 605.00 

June 6 4,432.00 670.00 

June 13 3,828.50 865.00 

June 20 5,060.00 620.00 

June 27 TBD TBD 

June 1st Sunday offering for capital projects:   $220.00 

Offering needed weekly to meet 2021 budget: $5,287.40 

For simplicity, please do not combine donations to multiple funds  
(I.e. General and Fellowship Hall) on the same check. Write a separate check for 
each fund and remember to include your offering number on each check as they get 
separated in processing. We are grateful for your ongoing support!  
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