
  

 

 

The Lamplighter  
 of  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

June 2021 

 1O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

 tell of his salvation from day to day.  
 
Last year at this time we had settled into worship in the parking lot.  When we would 
sing hymns together, I couldn’t hear the congregation while you were in your cars.  For 
most of the year, I found I started singing louder because I couldn’t hear you.  Lately I 
haven’t been able to sing during church because I love to hear the church sing.  It is 
wonderful to hear the sanctuary no longer be silent. 
 
Each Sunday when we gather for worship, I am reminded that we are the body of 
Christ.  There is an excitement in the church that I haven’t felt before.  We are looking 
for new ways to share the love of God and celebrate God at work.  This is work that we 
need your help with.  As the ministries of the church start back up, we need you to join 
in these endeavors with us.  A church like St. Luke’s works best when the people of 
God are empowered to join in and participate.  This is my invitation to you to raise your 
voice, lend a hand, look around and see where we need help and join in the work God is 
calling us to do. 
 
Thank you for all the ways you continue to be the body of Christ.  I look forward to see-
ing where we are called. 
 
God’s Peace, 
 
 
Pastor Jason Schafer 



2 

 

 

Contact us: 
Editor: Elizabeth Vassar  
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday  8:00 am-1:00 pm 
Office closed on Fridays 
Phone: 803-364-4093   
Email: secretary@stlukesprosperity.com  

Sunday Services:  
Sunday School 9:30 am  
Worship Service 10:30 am 

Visit us online at: www.stlukesprosperity.com 

 
Worship Service Adjustments 

 
St. Luke’s has been very proactive throughout the pandemic period in regard to church 
services and returning to the sanctuary.  The reopening committee worked hard to en-
sure that we could return to a safe environment and be able to worship together within 
the building.  With all the safety measures that have been put into place, our attendance 
inside the church as steadily increased.  What a celebration it is to see each other in per-
son every week! 
 
It is now time to make a few more adjustments as we move forward.  The Worship and 
Music committee has agreed on the following items: 
 

1. Beginning June 6th, the parking lot service will be discontinued.  This is in re-
sponse to the very small number of attendees, the change in season (warmer 
weather is upon us), and the increase of in-person attendance in the sanctuary.   

2. We will add our third hymn and return to our traditional service structure. 

3. We will continue to have special music throughout the month.  The Chancel 
Choir and the O.C. will continue to share music each month as before; but we 
will have special music on the remaining Sundays. 

4. We will continue to collect our offering in a plate that will be placed on a small 
table as you enter the church.  However, the offering will be brought forth to the 
pastor and given to the glory of God as we have done in the past. 

5. We will continue to stream the service on Facebook and are looking into other 
streaming options as well. 

6. Per council approval, beginning May 30, masks will be optional.  If you feel 
more comfortable wearing a mask, please feel free to do so. 

We thank everyone who has made this past year of worship possible.  There are 
MANY “behind the scenes” folks who have worked diligently to make sure St. Luke’s 
worship opportunities have been available to our congregation and community.   
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 June 6 June 13 

Church 
Closing 

Harold McGaha Chad Hawkins 

Lectors Kevin Longshore Russell Hendrix 

Altar 
Flowers 

Wanda & Phil Connelly, 
Mollie Stevens and Maggie 
Williams 

Jason Schafer 

Altar 
Guild 
 

May 31—June 6 

Neal, Laura and Adam 

Lester 

June 7—June 13 

Randy & Judy Nobles 

 June 20 (Father’s Day) June 27 (Big Sing) 

Church 
Closing 

Kevin Longshore Steven Lake 

Lectors Wanda Crotwell Becky Kinard 

Altar 
Flowers 

Angela Hawkins Susan & Ed Chariker 

Altar 
Guild 

June 14—June 20 

Mitchell & Harriett Connelly 

and Wanda Crotwell 

June 21—June 27 

Joe & Linda Kunkle 
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Graduates Brunch 
 
On May 23, we were able to honor the 2020 as well as the 2021 high school 
and college graduates with a family brunch before service catered by Pros-
perity’s own, The Blend of Art and Coffee.  Although not all graduates were 
able to attend, the turnout was amazing and a great time was had by all! 

2021 Graduates 
 

Avery Dubose 
Julia Eargle 

Payton Gardner 
Andrew Green 
Marshall Horne 

Elizabeth Hunter 
Savannah Lever 

Jerran Long 
Eliza McManus 

Grant Mays 
Kolby Minick 

 



5 

 

 



6 

 

 

Micah Schafer 
Gage Hunter 
Gracen Green 
Blake Mills 

Kayley Minick 
Hayden Jacob 

2021 Rose Brandt Memorial 
Scholarship Recipients 

 
Mackenzie Crotwell 

Julia Eargle 
Payton Gardner 
Andrew Green 
Ben Hawkins 

Elizabeth Hunter 
Calen McManus 
Eliza McManus 
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Real strength is neither male nor female but is, quite simply, one of the 
finest characteristics that any human being can possess.      
                   —Fred Rogers 

WEDDING SYMBOL—This version of the Chi Rho features two 
interlocking rings on a cross. It symbolizes the partnership a hus-
band and wife make with God as they unite. The Wedding Cross 
also symbolizes a couple’s commitment to grow together in God’s 
grace and love.  

 2 Nicole Simmons 

 4 Paul Brandt 
Ethan Greene 
Zachary Hunter 

 8 Alden Turner 

 9 Helen Beebe 

10 Dana Green 
Luke Lucas 

12 Angela Hawkins 

13 Kevin Minick 

14 Waylon Cohen 

15 Mark Bailey 

16 Mary Dorroh 
Emma Whitesides 
McKinley Whitesides 

 4 Kent & Mary Beth Richardson 

 6 David & Maria Millsaps 

 8 Eddie Hall & Wanda Shealy 

13 Joe & Peggy Boozer 
Matthew & Emily Cousins 

14 Jason & Mitzie Schafer 

18 Matthew & Megan Kennamer 

20 Tim & Betty Connelly 

24 Adam & Ashley Roberts 

26 Michael & Lynn Cousins 

28 John & Becky Pugh 
Billy & Charlene Pitts 

29 Russell & Barbara Hendrix 

 Happy Anniversary! 

22 Levi & Beth Joiner 

17 Lynn Cousins 
Eliza McManus 

18 Rodger Steele 
Scott Gardner 

20 Gage Hunter 
Adam Steele 

22 Sam Hawkins 

23 Ansley Kunkle 

24 John V. Pugh 
Mark Cousins 
Bob Beard 

27 Tim Brandt 

29 Duncan Crotwell 
Adon Hallman 
Mike Frick 

Happy Birthday!  



8 

 

 

Stoney Hill Center  
7:30 pm 

Evangelism Committee 
6:30 pm 

Merchant reunion 

Quilting Ministry 10:00 am LMM 8:30 am 

G.A.L.S.  10:00 am 
 
LMM  7:30 pm 
 
Thomas Suber Circle 7:30 pm 

F.E.A.S.T 2 

Barbara Richardson Circle 
6:00 pm 

Quilting Ministry 10:00 am 
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Evangelism Committee Youth Rafting Trip  8:00 am 

New Horizons  3:00 pm 
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On May 8, 2021, St. Luke’s Men in Mission and Stoney Hill Center 
members gathered to clean Stoney Hill Road between SC Hwy 391 
and 395.  Those working on this area included Harold McGaha, Joe 
Boozer, Paul Brandt, Ronald Boozer, David Millsaps, George Haw-
kins, Joe Kunkle, Larry Lake, Ralph and Rosemary Bedenbaugh, 
Janelle Frick, Jay Salter, Bruce Shealy, and Earl and Sandy Schafer. 
Numerous other community volunteers have also cleaned roads in 
the Stoney Hill area totaling approximately 20 additional miles!  Look 
around your area to see if you can see a difference.  When trash ap-
pears, pick it up. 

140 lbs of scrap metal and aluminum 
cans were collected and recycled for a 
total donation of $42.00 to go towards 
bus maintenance.  Keep those cans com-
ing!  Every bit helps to ensure that St. 
Luke’s continues to operate smoothly. 

The Evangelism Committee will 
meet on June 2 at 6:30 p.m.  All 
committee members are encouraged 
to attend. 
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Thank you card received from Prosperity Rikard Elementary School 
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During the time of uncertainty because of the Covid
-19 virus, the New Horizon meetings had to be can-
celed for over a year.  This was disappointing, yet 
necessary, for everyone’s safety.  But, on Saturday 
afternoon, May 15, 2021, New Horizon members 
and friends gathered with thankfulness and joy! 
 
The Fellowship Hall was beautifully decorated by 
Faye Shealy.  The first person to sit at each table 
was the lucky winner of the centerpiece plant. 
 
The leader, Catherine Boozer, opened the meeting 

and welcomed everyone.  Byron Carr led the group with inspirational devotions 
about his lighthouses followed by prayer. 
 
Everyone realizes that we should not take for granted anything that brings hap-
piness in our lives, like seeing our friends and enjoying fellowship.  As the 
months went by, we faced challenging and changing conditions, while keeping 
our faith that things would get better.  For our program, everyone shared how 
each had coped, telling their stories—sad and funny experiences alike.  A few 
had had the virus but are doing well now.  Some were thankful for the time to 
clean out closets, etc., some liked not rushing so much, and all were just glad 
that life is improving each day. 
 
Prepackaged refreshments were enjoyed and members were told about the 
June meeting.  It will consist of a cookout with games.  Details will be in the 
church bulletin. 
 
Minnie Pearl would always say “I’m so happy to be here“  We could say “We’re 
so happy to come back to church and all its activities—like New Horizon!”  
Let’s all be thankful for our blessings! 
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Mark your calendars now for the 2021 VBS and 
Day Camp.  VBS will be July 8– 10.  Kids to 
adults can join the fun for three days of songs, 
crafts, bible stories, and food!   
Volunteers are being recruited now so contact Gi-
na at 803-924-2466 or  
ginamays1@yahoo.com to be a part of our excit-
ing VBS team! 
 
Lutheridge Day Camp will be July 12 – 16.  Kids 
who are completing kindergarten through 5th grade 
can come out to St. Luke’s for a week of fun with 
counselors from Lutheridge.  Carla Livingston is 
the director and can be contacted if you have any 
questions.  Registration forms are available at the 
church office or online.    

Saturday, June 5th, the St. 
Luke’s Youth group will meet at 
the church at 8:00 a.m. to go on 
a rafting trip in Bryson City, NC.  
The cost of the trip is $20.00 per 
student, and all children ages 12
-17 are encouraged to come 
and have a great time!  You 
must RSVP prior to the trip. 
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On May 16th, St. Luke’s hosted our first of 3 F.E.A.S.T.s.  The Evan-
gelism Committee, along with other volunteers,  organized the event.  
Meal kits were ordered from Firehouse Subs and a total profit of 
$404.92 was collected, which will go towards the Giving Tree Play-
ground Equipment.  The Evangelism Committee would like to thank 
all volunteers and contributors for their efforts. 

Our ladies of St. Luke’s have not been idle this past year.  These gorgeous banners 
that hang in the sanctuary were handcrafted by our very own Sandy Schafer.  In 
addition, Sandy has organized a group of dedicated (and extremely talented) ladies 
to make quilts that will go to Lutheran World Relief, a worldwide organization that 
provides comfort to people in times of need.  Wonderful job ladies! 
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General Funds: APRIL 2021 
 

Income Needed to Cover Budget Year to Date:        $ 91,648.28 
(** assuming 1/12 of budget spent each month**)  
 
Budget Received to Date 
 General Fund           $ 71,669.88 
 Operating Expense Only Fund      $ 10,605.00  
 Total Budget Received to Date:          $ 82,274.88 
Disbursed to Date 
 General Fund         $ 63,593.73 
 Operating Expense Only      $ 10,371.39 
Total Budget Disbursed to Date:          $   73,965.12  
Balance General Fund 12/31/2020         $ 126,251.17 
Balance General Fund 04/30/2021                      $ 134,327.32 

Worship Trends 

Date General Fund Operating Operating Expense Only 

May 02 3,690.00 $845.00 

May 09       2,691.00 $560.00 

May 16       3,447.00 $630.00 

May 23       4,551.00 $375.00 

May 30 TBD TBD 

 

April 1st Sunday offering for capital projects:   $1,220.00 

Offering needed weekly to meet 2021 budget: $5,287.40 

For simplicity, please do not combine donations to multiple funds  
(I.e. General and Fellowship Hall) on the same check. Write a separate check for 
each fund and remember to include your offering number on each check as they get 
separated in processing. We are grateful for your ongoing support!  
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