
  

 

 

The Lamplighter  
 of  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

May 2021 

Whenever I spend time talking with some of the newer members of the 
church they all say how wonderful this community is. I can’t help but 
agree with them. This church continues to be a place where God’s Chil-
dren are welcomed, usually fed, and loved. 
 

As the community comes back together I keep seeing signs of how spe-
cial this place is all around me and I feel it is important as your pastor to 
encourage our community to come back together. One of the intentional 
ways that we will start is with a program called FEAST. FEAST stands for 
Friends Eating And Sharing Together. We will gather three times over the 
summer with the express purpose of reconnecting. 

 
The first time will be May 16. This will be a tailgate luncheon in the park-
ing lot. Please consider joining us to reconnect with the people in this 
church who have helped to shape us. If you would like, you can purchase 
subs from the church or bring your own food. I hope we see you there. 
This church matters to so many because of God and the community that 
God has created in this palace. 

 
God’s Peace, 

 

Pastor Jason Schafer 
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Contact us: 
Editor: Elizabeth Vassar  
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday  8:00 am-1:00 pm 
Office closed on Fridays 
Phone: 803-364-4093   
Email: secretary@stlukesprosperity.com  

Visit us online at: www.stlukesprosperity.com 

MAY SERVICE  VOLUNTEERS 

 May 2 May 9 

Church Closing Paul Hunter Joe Boozer 

Lectors Charles Fulmer Charlene Pitts 

Altar Flowers Andy & Mike Hawkins, Heather 
Hawkins, Quentin & Margaret  
Hawkins 

Patsy Enlow and Myrtie Mallack 

Altar Guild 
 

Apr 26—May 2 
Neal Lester and Laura and Adam 
Lester 

May 3—May 9 
Randy & Judy Nobles 

  May 16 May 23 

Church Closing Carlton Hite Charles Fulmer 

Lectors Sandy Schafer Kevin Longshore 

Altar Flowers Miriam Dennis, Donna Dennis, 
Lynette Ballington, Barbara Boland, 
Edith Hite & Ashley Kitchen 

Billy, Charlene & Linda Pitts 

Altar Guild May 10—May 16 
Mitchel & Harriett Connelly and 
Wanda Crotwell 

May 17—May 23 
Joe & Linda Kunkle 

Ushers: Chad Hawkins  
   Kevin Longshore   
   Russell Hendrix  
   Joey Long  
   Mike Horne 

  May 30 

Church Closing Dean Bedenbaugh 

Lectors Earl Schafer 

Altar Flowers Lydia Merchant & family 

Altar Guild May 24—May 30 
Faye Shealy and Deann McManus 
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1 Wade Morris  

2 Bobby M Morris  
Harrie� Kesler 

3 Reba Lester  
Leslie Rankin  

6 Will Hawkins 

7 Rosemary Bedenbaugh 

13 Joshua Cumalander 

14 Emma Brody 

16 Robby Lester     
Mike Cousins    

19 Amanda Bickley 
Anna Brandt 

20 John Doke 

21 Ashley Kitchen 

22 Bobby Taylor 

24 Sharon Turner  

26 Nikki Horne   

27 Lucinda Kunkle 
Bruce Shealy 

29 Steven Lake  

31 Parker Kitchen 

Happy Birthday! 

4 Wayne & Linda Sheppard 

5 Alton & Mollie Stevens  

14 John & Tammy Doke 

18 Sco� & Chris�e Gardner 

20 Chesley & Robyn Minick 
Larry & Donna Greene 

21 Bobby & Wanda Taylor 
Lee & Carla Livingston 

22 Rodger & Karen Steele 

23 Mitchel & Harrie� Connelly 

24 Sims & Kathy Peel 

Happy Anniversary! 
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A week of tributes to Mom 

To celebrate the special woman in your life, use a quote a day the week be-
fore Mother’s Day, or honor her with tributes the whole week after. Write 
one of these (or one of your own) on a card, make a message into a place-
mat, tape one to the bathroom mirror — get creative! Every day of the week 
is a good day to celebrate her love and show her yours. 

“There is no way to be a perfect mother, and a million ways to be a good 
one.” —Jill Churchill 

“The art of mothering is to teach the art of living to children.” —Elaine 
Heffner 

“An ounce of mother is worth a ton of priest.” —Spanish proverb 

“When your mother asks, ‘Do you want a piece of advice?’ it’s a mere for-
mality. It doesn’t matter if you answer yes or no. You’re going to get it any-
way.” —Erma Bombeck 

“The mother’s heart is the child’s schoolroom.” —Henry Ward Beecher 

“Mother love is the fuel that enables a normal human being to do the im-
possible.” —Marion C. Garretty 

“Being a mother is learning about strengths you didn’t know you had.” —
Linda Wooten 
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Creation-wide praise chorus 

“All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing!” 
These words — just one paraphrase of a text by St. Francis of Assisi — seem 
a fitting description of springtime, when leaves and flowers pop out afresh, 
birdsong is heard again and hibernating animals emerge from dens and 
burrows, many with new babies in tow. 

Psalm 148 may have served as inspiration for Francis, calling not only 
“young men and women alike, old and young together” (v. 12, NRSV), but 
also animals and birds, wind and water, mountains and trees, to praise the 
Lord. James L. Mays writes: “We human beings … should recognize that we 
are in the list with all the creation and creatures as creature and creation 
ourselves. We are in our obligation to praise no different from and no more 
than all the rest.” 

When you head outside on a bright spring day, notice what praise looks like 
in nonhuman form and how it sounds from nonhuman voices. How can we 
best join “all creatures of our God and King” in worship? 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 

Loving an EGR 

During a conversation over coffee, a friend mentioned an “EGR.” I had to inter-
rupt and ask for a definition: Extra Grace Required — in other words, people 
who can seem tough to love. Often, they’re the most in need of love because 
they’re hurting. Perhaps Jesus was referring to EGRs when he said, “If you love 
only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collec-
tors do that much” (Matthew 5:46, NLT). 

Truly loving others — even EGRs — might not be as tough as we think. Simple 
gestures such as smiling, truly listening, sending a note or extending an invita-
tion go a long way toward expressing care and softening hearts. 

At times, we all require extra grace. Thankfully, God has an unlimited amount to 
extend to us and then through us. Out of joy, we can find ways — even simple 
ones — to share God’s grace and love with people who need it. 

—Janna Firestone 
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8:30 am  LMM 10:00 am  Essie Hawkins Cir 

7:30 pm  Stoney Hill Center 

8:00 am  Council Meeting 10:00 am  G.A.L.S. 

7:30 pm  LMM 

7:30 pm  Thomas Suber 

10:00 am  Quilting Ministry 

11:30 am  Feast! 
Order subs or BYO 

6:00 pm  Barbara Richardson 

9:30 am  Grad Brunch 

10:30 am  Congregational 
Meeting 

10:00 am  Quilting Ministry 

BINGO at Saluda Nursing 
Center 

“If you find it in your heart to care for 
somebody else, you will have succeeded.” 

—Maya Angelou 
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8:00 am  Adopt-A-Highway 

New Horizons 
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Beth Hipp 
Edith Hite 
Crystal Hoover 
Haley Hughes 
Connie Johnson 
Peggy Killian 
Joseph Lawlor 
Lynette Lever 
Stuart Livingston 
Faye Long 
Shirley McRacken 
Becky Mills 
Douglas Mills 

Tim Bedenbaugh 
Jimmy Bickley 
Helen Bradham 
Aliyah Brock 
Daniel Brock 
Kaitlyn Brock 
Braden Cockrell 
Harriett Connelly 
Janna Felker 
Lee Foster 
Peach Fralick 
Juanita Fulmer 
Paul Hawkins 

Kathy Minick 
Calvin Morris 
Larry Morris 
Mike Nelson 
Nelson Poole 
Brooks Cato Rhoney 
Graclyn Shaw 
Shelvie Shealy 
Jeff Singley 
Marvina Ward/AT&T 
Cathy Wilbanks 
David Williams 

Nursing Home 

Carol Brandt  (Saluda Nursing Center)    Pastor Henry Brandt (Clinton Presbyterian Community)  

Alvin Connelly (Generations of Irmo) Alberta Dominick (White Oak Manor) 

Faye Long (Springfield Place) Barry Sebaugh (Springfield Place) 

All care givers and others who have experienced pain, disappointment, anger, and grief in this congregation 
and elsewhere, our prayers are with you all.  

Billie Shealy (Springfield Place)  

Safety Committee News: St Luke’s has two AED’s (automated external defibrillator) 
in case your heart gets out of rhythm.  Do you know where they are located? One is wall 
mounted in the Upper room and one is wall mounted in the hallway outside of the 
Choir room.  
 
Look for the signs and be aware of the AED locations in case of emergency.  

Justin Cassada is selling BBQ plates from Shealy’s BBQ for the Prosperity 
Rescue Squad (Station 17).  Plates are $15 and include BBQ Pork, Fried 
Chicken, Rice, Hash, String Beans, Corn and a Roll.  Orders will be accept-
ed through May 5.  Please contact Justin at 803-924-8587 or Ingrid at 803-
924-9749. 
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Online Giving option for St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Available at Tithely.com 

 
Go to www.tithely.com 
Sign up for free/Give to your church 
Give online 
Create Account or Log In 
Search for St. Luke’s Lutheran Church (there are many St. Luke’s, look for Prosperity, SC) 
Specify Amount, Fund (more options to come) 
Payment method—credit card, debit card, or ACH (withdrawal from checking)\ 
There are fees associated, you may choose to cover those costs, so the church does not have to incur them 
You will receive a receipt by email 
The treasurer will record your contributions using reports provided by Tithely 

Ever order from Amazon? 
 
Order from AmazonSmiles instead and .5% of the purchase price of eligible AmazonSmiles purchases 
can be designated to St. Lukes!  Amazon Smiles is the charitable side of Amazon.  Same prices.  Same 
products.  Same service.  Sign in with your Amazon login and password, then designate St. Luke’s 
Lutheran in Prosperity as your charitable organization of choice.  Give it a try! 

The G.A.L.S. Group will be meeting again 
on May 10, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.  We will of 
course be social distanced during this 
time.  We hope to be able to schedule fu-
ture meetings if the group consents. 

2020 & 2021 Graduate Brunch 
 

St. Luke’s is extremely excited to be able to 
continue with our tradition of hosting a 
Grad’s Brunch on May 23, 2021.  In addition 
to the 2021 graduates and families, we are 
also seeking all 2020 graduates and families 
that would like to attend.  Please contact the 
office to RSVP. 

Join us for a few minutes after 
service each week for fellow-
ship and coffee.  Relax and 
enjoy some of the comforts 
we have been missing these 
many months.  We will be so-
cial distanced, but with God 
and our church family nearby.  
We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 
This is most certainly brew! 



10 

 

 

VBS and Day Camp 2021 
 

Mark your calendars now for the 2021 VBS and Day Camp.  VBS will be July 8– 10.  
Kids to adults can join the fun for three days of songs, crafts, bible stories, and food!   
Volunteers are being recruited now so contact Gina at 803-924-2466 or  
ginamays1@yahoo.com to be a part of our exciting VBS team! 
 
Lutheridge Day Camp will be July 12 – 16.  Kids who are completing kindergarten 
through 5th grade can come out to St. Luke’s for a week of fun with counselors from Lu-
theridge.  Carla Livingston is the director and can be contacted if you have any questions.  
Registration forms are available at the church.    
 

St. Luke’s Giving Tree Playground Fundraiser 
 

St. Luke’s Lutheran members have really been showing support for our playground fund-
raisers.  Thank you SO much for all the soups sales and donations that have been made 
thus far.  We are well on our way to meeting our goal of having new equipment and fenc-
ing by this summer!  We STILL need your support though.  If you haven’t made your do-
nation yet, please do so as soon as possible.  Any amount you can give will help and all 
donations will be acknowledged on a sign/plaque.  We look forward to watching our St. 
Luke’s kids and friends enjoy a new playground.  The deadline for playground dona-
tions is MAY 31st.  

St. Luke’s collected 140 lbs 
of recyclable aluminum cans 
at $0.30 per lb for a total of 
$42.00 going towards bus 
maintenance fees.  Keep 
bringing in those cans!! 

Put May 8th on your calendars!  St. 
Luke’s and Stoney Hill members are 
sponsoring an Adopt-A-Highway on 
this date.  Meet at the church at 8:00 
a.m. and all needed supplies will be 
provided.  To date, Stoney Hill volun-
teers are picking up trash  along miles 
of roadway in the community.  
Thanks to all volunteers. 

St. Luke’s is asked to provide workers for 
Manna House on May 25 and 27.  You will 
need to work from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m.  If 
you can help, call Catherine at 803-364-2870 
as soon as possible.  Thanks! 

The Giving Garden is off to a great start!  
On Good Friday, we planted tomatoes, 
peppers, carrots, peas, lima beans and 
snap beans in a container garden.  So far, 
all of our plants have come up!  The chilly 
nights have damaged a few, but we are 
praying that those will come back strong. 
Of course, we will continue to update you 
on the progress.  
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General Funds: MARCH 2021 
 

Income Needed to Cover Budget Year to Date:        $ 68,736.21 
(** assuming 1/12 of budget spent each month**)  
 
Budget Received to Date 
 General Fund           $ 48,362.05 
 Operating Expense Only Fund      $   8,210.00 
 Total Budget Received to Date:          $ 56,572.05 
Disbursed to Date 
 General Fund         $ 48,999.56 
 Operating Expense Only      $   7,780.00 
Total Budget Disbursed to Date:          $  56,779.56 
Balance General Fund 12/31/2019         $126,251.17 
Balance General Fund 03/31/2021                      $125,613.66 

Worship Trends 

Date General Fund  
Operating 

Operating  
Expense Only 

Mar 28 3,275.00 580.00 

Apr 4 6,815.00 845.00 

Apr 11 2,400.00 480.00 

Apr 18 3,628.00 455.00 

Apr 25 8,380.21 615.00 

 
April 1st Sunday offering for future capital projects:   $410.00 

Offering needed weekly to meet 2021 budget: $5,287.40 

For simplicity, please do not combine donations to multiple funds  
(I.e. General and Fellowship Hall) on the same check. Write a sepa-
rate check for each fund and remember to include your offering 
number on each check as they get separated in processing. We are 
grateful for your ongoing support!  
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