
  

 

 

The Lamplighter  
 of  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

April 2021 

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let 
nothing be wasted."  (John 6:12) 
 

It's been a powerful year at Saint Luke's. Last year at this time when I 
walked into the sanctuary for worship there were maybe 5 people in the 
church. Easter Sunday between two services we almost broke 300 peo-
ple worshipping plus those who are faithfully worshipping online.  
 

It seems like life is slowly returning to what it was before the pandemic. 
We have made plans for all of the summer activities that bring so much 
joy and community and Worship looks more like what it did in years past.  
 

As I think about where we are it truly brings me joy, but I also know that 
there are faithful members of this church that I don't see. From the begin-
ning of the pandemic my prayer has been for God to bring this church in-
tact through the Pandemic . Jesus' words to his disciples to gather the 
remnants reminds me that we are not done reconnecting people we care 
about in this congregation. Please know that wherever you are and how-
ever you worship I am praying for you and hope to hear from you soon.  
 

God's Peace 
 

Pastor Jason Schafer  
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Contact us: 
Editor: Elizabeth Vassar  
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday  8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Office closed on Fridays 
Phone: 803-364-4093    
Email: secretary@stlukesprosperity.com  

Sunday Worship Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Visit us online at: www.stlukesprosperity.com 

Summer is quickly approaching which means it is 
time start planning for Day Camp.  Day Camp this 
year will be July 12-16, 2021.  The camp is open to 
student who will complete grades K-5 in the spring 
of 2021.  The cost is $75 for active members of St. 
Luke’s and $100 for friends of St. Luke’s. Let your 
friends and family know we would love to have them 
join us in all the fun.  Please plan to register by June 
1, 2021.  Day Camp forms can be located by the of-
fice and in the narthex.  

2020 & 2021 Graduate Recognition 
Brunch 

 
St. Luke’s is extremely excited to be able to continue with 
our tradition of hosting a Grad’s Brunch on May 23, 2021.  In 
addition to the 2021 graduates and families, we are also 
seeking all 2020 graduates and families that would like to at-
tend.  Please contact the office to RSVP. 

An Easter prayer 

From the grave’s depths, Lord Jesus Christ, you emerged, breaking the hold of sin, 
death and hell, that those who trust in you might share in your righteousness, life 
and beloved community with God the Father and all God's children. We bow in 
awe before your majesty, giving thanks for your grace extended so bountifully to 
us. By the power of your Spirit who lives within us, may we share the astonishing 
news of your resurrection with others, that they also may know your saving grace. 
Amen. 
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APRIL SERVICE  VOLUNTEERS 

 April 4 (Easter) April 11  

Church Closing Evan Pi�s Mickey Fulmer 

Lectors Mitzie Schafer Caroline Brandt 

Altar Flowers Rosemary Bedenbaugh, Karen Steele, 
Virginia Cannon and Laurie & Sandra 
Lominack 

Wayne & Delores Nichols 

Altar Guild 
 

Mar 29—Apr 4 
Randy & Judy Nobles 

Apr 5—Apr 11 
Mitchel & Harrie� Connelly and 
Wanda Crotwell 

  April 18 April 25 

Church Closing Ronald Boozer George Hawkins 

Lectors Byron Carr Ella Schafer 

Altar Flowers Maureen Bates & Harrie� Boozer Sherry Holland, Jessica Milligan and 
Morgan Graham 

Altar Guild Apr 12—Apr 18 
Joe & Linda Kunkle 

Apr 19—Apr 25 
Faye Shealy & Deann McManus 

Ushers: Chad Hawkins, Kevin Longshore,  Russell Hendrix, Joey Long, Mike Horne 

Believing in 

Sometimes we get caught up in thinking we need to understand God in order to 
have faith. But faith is more about trust than knowledge; it’s more about believing 
in someone than believing information. A child, for instance, doesn’t have to know 
the precise roads to Grandma’s house; he only needs to believe in his parents and 
their ability and desire to get him there safely. Similarly, we need not understand 
all the intricacies of how God works; we can take a cue from the disciples and let 
belief in the risen Christ transform and empower us. 

In the words of Madeleine L’Engle (The Rock That Is Higher): “The disciples did not 
bother to try to understand the resurrection body. They doubted, and then they 
believed. They believed something so wonderful that it changed this broken, frag-
mented, beaten-down little group of men and women in a moment from depres-
sion to enthusiasm, from despair to new life, vibrant and unafraid.” 
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Haley Hughes 
Connie Johnson 
Peggy Killian 
Annette Kyzer 
Joseph Lawlor 
Lynette Lever 
Stuart Livingston 
Faye Long 
Shirley McRacken 
Dallas Merchant 
Lydia Merchant 
Becky Mills 
Douglas Mills 

Jimmy Bickley 
Helen Bradham 
Braden Cockrell 
Harriett Connelly 
Janna Felker 
Lee Foster 
Peach Fralick 
Cole Gentry 
Paul Hawkins 
Clarence Hazel 
Beth Hipp 
Edith Hite 
Crystal Hoover 

Kathy Minick 
Calvin Morris 
Larry Morris 
Mike Nelson 
Nelson Poole 
Graclyn Shaw 
Shelvie Shealy 
Jeff Singley 
Cathy Wilbanks 
David Williams 

Nursing Home 

Carol Brandt  (Saluda Nursing Center)    Pastor Henry Brandt (Clinton Presbyterian Communi-
ty)  

Alvin Connelly (Generations of Irmo) Alberta Dominick (White Oak Manor) 

Faye Long (Springfield Place) Barry Sebaugh (Springfield Place) 

All care givers and others who have experienced pain, disappointment, anger, and grief in this congregation 
and elsewhere, our prayers are with you all.  

Billie Shealy (Springfield Place)  

Congregational Sympathies are expressed to the following: 
 
Bobby Morris, Jr., Tammy Doke and Wade Morris on the 
passing of their father, Bobby Morris, Sr., on March 25, 2021. 
 
Scott Gardner on the passing of his mother,  Mary “Jeanette” 
Gardner, on March 11, 2021. 
 
Bob Beard on the passing of his father, Rev. Dr. Frank Beard, 
on  March 16, 2021. 
 
Mason and Matthew Hawkins on the passing of their great-
grandfather, William “Bill” Schumpert, on March 16, 2021. 
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Happy Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday! 

1 Henry Kunkle 
Kolby Minick 
Alton Stevens 

2 Hanna Barne� 

3 Cheryl Lucas 
Logan Beard 
Jonathan Peel 

5 Brenda Smith 

6 Lisa Lever 

7 Cathy Kunkle 
Mitchell Connelly 

8 Caroline Pugh 

9 Leonia Hawkins 

10 Jenni Shealy 

11 Harrie� Connelly 
Faye Hawkins 
David Merchant 
Pastor Jason Schafer 

12 Andy Hawkins 

13 Mike DuBose 
Alice Williams 

18 Megan Kennamer 

19 Wilder Moore 

20 Wanda Connelly 

22 Linda Bra�on 
Eddie Hall 

23 James Morris 

24 Colton Hunter 

25 Philip Connelly 

17 Wanda Shealy 

16 Wendy Connelly 

15 Anthony Hunter 

14 Heather Hawkins 
Erik Hall 

27 Caroline Brandt 

29 Becky Kinard 
Lindsay Koon 

30 Jody Green 
Mary Beth Richardson 

2 Kevin and Eleandor Minick 

7 Alan and Peggie Bickley 
Mike and Daphne DuBose 

15 Tommy and Tina Nichols 

25 Evan and Rebecca Pi�s 

Celebrating Our Members 

Gradua�ng high school sen-
iors and current college un-
dergraduate students, the 
Rose Brandt Memorial Schol-
arship applica�on is available 
on the church website or you 
can request one from Barry 
McManus. Applica�ons must 
be submi�ed no later than 
April 15. 
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Sunrise Service 7:00 am 
Easter Service 10:30 am 

Essie Hawkins Cir 10:00 am 
 
Stoney Hill Center  7:30 pm 

Coffee Service  11:30 am 
 
Council Meeting  6:00 pm 

Evangelism Committee 6:00 
LMM  7:30 pm 
Thomas Suber Cir 7:30 pm 

Quilting Ministry 10:00 am 

Quilting Ministry 10:00 am 
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Drive Thru Communion 
12:00 pm 
 
Maundy Thursday 7:00 pm 

Good Friday Service 
7:00 pm 

Easter Egg Hunt  11:00 am 
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10 Ways To Be More Kind 
 
Do you find it challenging to be kind? Maybe in certain circumstances 
compared to others? When we express authentic kindness to a friend, co-
worker or even stranger, we project that version of ourselves that others 
will likely remember. Think about how it felt the last time you received a 
kind gesture. Then, think about how amazing it would be if the feeling was 
spread the world over.  
 
Here are 10 ways to be more kind: 
 
1. When you believe in someone, tell them directly.  Convey your 
support to them. 
 
Let’s say we all supported and believed in the ability of our friends and 
family to do amazing things. Put another way, think about how your sup-
port could drive even one person to achieve things greater than them-
selves. Imagine how much the world could benefit. Quite simply, a lot 
more.  
 
2. Consider kindness before you speak. 
 
When we may have something in our minds to say about someone and it 
isn’t kind, remember to choose kindness before speaking. It is not a sign 
of weakness to choose kindness. It is a sign of heart.  
 
3. Spread kindness that you have received. 
 
When we receive kindness, we may feel special about ourselves. If you 
can, in some way or another, continue to spread the kindness that you 
have received. It would be a great way to pay it forward.  
 
4. Be mindful of how you treat others. 
 
Considering our closest relationships, as well as our acquaintances and 
others who we don’t see regularly, it is important to be mindful of how we 
treat others because of the impact it can have. Truly being considerate 
can go a long way with many friendships and relationships.  
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5. Don’t discriminate who to be kind to. 
 
As we all know, each of us is facing a challenge, whether seen or unseen.  
Don’t discriminate who to be kind to, despite differences. 
 
6. Set an example. 
 
What better of a role model to someone else than someone who is frankly, al-
ways kind. Try to set an example. Without role models who are kind, there 
would be less kindness to spread around.  
 
7. Practice good intentions. 
 
When you say something nice to someone else, remember your intention 
counts as well. Try to carry good intentions with displays of kindness. Kindness 
and good intention usually come hand in hand, but in the few cases where they 
could not be aligned, try to practice good intentions, like not expecting anything 
in return for your gesture or compliment.  
 
8. Feel good about it. 
 
If you have a tougher time showing kindness, try and remember to feel good 
about showing this side of you. When you feel good, the act will come more 
regularly and spread more positivity within you.  
 
9. Reach out when it is less likely others will. 
 
If you feel like an act of kindness might be going against the grain, try to be the 
first to show the niceness. It will likely be as rewarding in return.  
 
10. Try to be kind everyday. 
 
When in doubt, be kind as often as possible, hopefully every day so that you 
can reap the rewards in terms of your quality of relationships and just pure sat-
isfaction that you have spread joy to another person’s life.  
 
In all, try these 10 ways to be more kind. No doubt you might still have difficul-
ties or challenges that come your way, but with the joy of spreading kindness, 
your mind and heart can benefit and you can feel satisfied more often. Enjoy! 
 
                (Adapted from the Huffington Post) 
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St. Luke’s recycled aluminum cans, scrap metal and 
scrap aluminum for a total of $39.45 this past month.  
All proceeds go towards maintenance and upkeep of 
the church bus.  Thank you to all who have donated. 
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Kind hearts are the gardens. 

Kind thoughts are the roots. 

Kind words are the flowers. 

Kind deeds are the fruits. 

 

Take care of your garden 

and keep out the weeds. 

Fill it with sunshine, 

kind words and kind deeds. 

 
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

We are so pleased to announce that our Blood Connection 
Blood Drive was a roaring success!  A total of 34 units were 
collected.  Our next drive will be held on October 24, 2021.  
Come out and help us.  It only takes a few minutes to save a 
life. 

St. Luke’s was able to 
deliver 24 bags contain-
ing 162 items to the 
Manna House this past 
month!  Keep your do-
nations coming.  The 
Manna House wouldn’t 
exist without help from 
it’s contributing commu-
nities! 
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Worship Trends 

 
   Date   General Fund Operating  Operating Expense Only 

   Feb 28     2,325.00       490.00 

   Mar 7      4,724.00       555.00 

   Mar 14     4,669.00       920.00 

   Mar 21     4,045.00       675.00 

   Mar 28       TBA          TBA 

 

March 1st Sunday offering for future capital projects, $ 255.00 

Offering needed weekly to meet 2021 budget: $ 5,287.40 
 
For simplicity, please do not combine donations to multiple funds (I.e. General and Fel-
lowship Hall) on the same check. Write a separate check for each fund and remember 
to include your offering number on each check as they get separated in processing.  
We are grateful for your ongoing support!  

 
 
 

General Funds: February 2021 
 

Income Needed to Cover Budget Year to Date:        $ 45,824.14 
(** assuming 1/12 of budget spent each month**)  
 
Budget Received to Date 
 General Fund           $ 31,382.36          
 Operating Expense Only Fund      $    5,480.00   
 Total Budget Received to Date:           $ 36,862.36 
Disbursed to Date 
 General Fund         $ 32,158.88 
 Operating Expense Only      $   4,696.20 
Total Budget Disbursed to Date:          $  36,855.08  
Balance General Fund 12/31/2020         $126,251.17 
Balance General Fund 02/28/2021         $124,785.21 
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