Peace Notes
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A Christian worldview perspective on an issue in the news
An Article Recommended by Pastor John written by the Rector of the largest Anglican
Church in North America, The Rev. David Roseberry

There is lots of confusion in our culture today about bathrooms, gender, and sexual
identity and what makes up our humanness. Are we just a collection of biological
features that can be changed, chemically adapted or surgically altered? How much
choice does one really have? What is gender? Is it a movable category? What role does
it play in our lives?
This morning we woke to the bracing news that the Obama Administration is pressing
this confusion forward. They are liquidating the lines between genders. Boys can now
fully mix with girls and vice versa in bathrooms, locker rooms, and other places.
Children in public schools, who are too young to drink, drive, or be deployed, now
suddenly have the maturity, insight, and self-awareness to determine their gender for
themselves. (Presumably with parental approval.)
But for the Christian, gender is not a moral category. It is not a civil right. It is a fact of
creation...and we should be thankful for it.
Consider the unique way that God used a specific gender to save the
world. God sent His Son into the world to be born of a woman. Not
to be silly about it, but Jesus wasn't hatched. He didn't just appear.
He wasn't transported or beamed down. He didn't come from space
like baby Superman to be raised by foster humans. He was born of
a person whose gender was fully female; fully gestated in her womb
which belongs only her gender. God needed the unique piece of
anatomy that only a woman has. Women, without your gender, we
would have never been saved; Jesus would have never been born.
>>>

And even more to the point, remember that God didn't use sex to save the world; he
used gender. We need to remember this in our sex-obsessed/saturated culture: The
woman whose womb God borrowed was a virgin. Our culture should take this as an
important clue: sex is not the most important aspect of our human life. However,
gender is. If a person is not having sex, it doesn't make them less of a person at all. It
doesn't make them less of their gender.
Next, consider Jesus and Paul. Their gender was used by God to transform the world!
Both men were teachers of the law as only men could be in the ancient world. They had
been fully trained and shaped under the Law as all Jewish boys would have been. They
were fully Jewish males, properly circumcised under the law, as only boys could be,
literally. The gender of the Messiah had been given in prophecy: he would be born a
son. In other words, the progenitor of the New Creation HAD to be a new Adam, a new
male.
And again, sexual relations can't be all that important to what it means to be a human.
Both Jesus and Paul, the two more influential figures in history (one of whom was
perfect and without sin) were both celibate males. But their gender (male) did not
exclude them from some of the more tender moments in their
ministry. Jesus wept over the death of his friend Lazarus (John
11). Paul's tenderness and love for the Ephesians provide one of
the most emotional scenes in the Book of Acts; he hugs their
necks and weeps as he boards his ship never to see them again.
(Acts 20)
The point is that both the female and males genders are good
things. Very good. They are set firmly in the creative will of
God...not to be made creatively fluid by the will of a
government.
Gender means that there is a glorious difference in creation. A needful difference. He
made us this way: male and female. Those who struggle in these areas need our prayers
and pastoral care. They do not need our judgement or our condemnation. (Just imagine
of the pain of this culture on its victims.) But we also need to remember what the
biblical story brings. It brings clarity not confusion.
Ponder
Always be a little kinder than necessary – J. M Barrie
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The Word of the Lord for June 2016
June
4/5
11/12
18/19
25/26

Old Testament
1 Kings 17:17-24
2 Sam. 11:26-12:15
Zech. 12:8-13:1
1 Kings 19:15-21

Psalm
30
32
63:1-8
16

New Testament
Galatians 1:11-24
Galatians 2:11-21
Galatians 3:23-29
Galatians 5:1, 12-25

Gospel
Luke 7:11-17
Luke 7:36-50
Luke 9:18-24
Luke 15:11-32

Prayer, Praise and Thanksgiving
Remember in Prayer: George McKee, Sylvia Bottomley, Jim
Roberts, Virginia Roberts, Bev McKee, Phil Adkins, Deacon Dennis
Wilson, Scott & Regina Hoover, Dougherty family, Dan Schalk,
Christopher Wright, James Montgomery (Janice Bull’s brother),
Bruce Davis, Jim Sites, Blanche Heidengren, Leininger family, Florence Daugherty,
Tom P., Sharon Morgan, Marion Morgan, Kristen Steiner, Theresa Woodman,
Benjamin DeLouis, Carol Matthews, Chuck Matthews, Christine (Chuck & Carol
Matthews’ daughter), Rebecca Martelli’s Aunt Faye & her family, Patti Davis, Herb
Smith, Janice Sarver, Betty, Tom DiSanto, Hugh & Ruth Williams, Dick & Dee Fuller,
Nicki, Keith & Barb McElhaney, Marijane and Tomasina, Amy, Jim, Courtney Scott,
June S. (June Statler’s sister-in-law), Dorie Mcilvain. Under Personal Care: Susan
Cipriani, Evelyn Hoffman, Alice Miracle, Josephene (Jill) Bull.
Bishop’s Awards
Congratulations to Curt Leininger, Ron Glus and Ellie Ruttner for
receiving the Bishop’s Award for Exemplary Service this past May.
Our parish is so blessed with so many faithful and humble servants.
May God continue to add His blessing to our service to Him.
Thank You!
We thank all those who supplied geraniums for Pentecost Sunday. The
flowers were given to the Glory of God by: Geoff and Janice Montgomery
Bull, John and Paula Cosnek, Barbara DeSantis, Larry and Patty Federoff,
Barbara Follett, Ron and Cheryl Glus, Lee and Rosemarie Hewitt, Barbara
Houser, Bill and Susan Hovanec, Al and Rebecca Martelli, George and Bev
McKee, Jim and Darlene Miller, Lee and Thelma Pillar, Alex Robenski Larry and Fran
Skomo, June Smith, George and Bev Smith, John and Sharon Turner.
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Our Thanks!
A beautiful new fountain now graces the Memorial Garden,
thanks to a very generous donation from one of our parish
families. Our thanks for the donation, and to Chuck Matthews,
Jim Miller and Lee Hewett who installed it. Thanks also to Chuck
and crew for planting the flowers in the Memorial Garden and on
the surrounding church grounds!
Monthly Praise and Worship Service
Please watch the bulletin!
Date and time to be announced
An Invitation
An Important Congregational Luncheon will be
held on Sunday, June 5, following the 10:30 Worship
Service. Time will be approximately 12 noon. We will
be discussing future plans for the church, including
the building expansion and ministry vision. Come
and enjoy a catered lunch and a glimpse into the
future of Prince of Peace!
Come to the Parish Picnic!
Our annual Outdoor Worship and Parish Picnic will be held Sunday, June 12,
from 10:30 am to 3:00 pm at Hopewell Community Park. We will be in pavilion
#1, the large one closest to the entrance. Please sign up at the back of the church
if you will be attending. Please remember that we always
are in need of help for set up and clean up, so sign up if you
are willing to help with that also. If you need directions,
please see Pastor John.
The church will provide hot dogs hamburgers, condiments
and drinks. Please use the sign-up sheet to indicate what
side dish or dessert you will be bringing to share. Note:
the 8:00 am service will be held at the church, as usual.
Come out to the park and enjoy a wonderful worship
service as well as great food and fellowship!
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We will be joining our brothers and sisters in Christ at New Bethlehem Presbyterian
Church located at 183 New Bethlehem Church Road in Hopewell for a community VBS!
It will be Monday through Friday, July 25-29, from 6:00-8:15pm. Friday night will be
a wonderful celebration with a dinner.
There will be something for everyone – all ages!! There are sign-up sheets in the back
of the church whether you want to help or just come and participate in the learning.
There will be nursery care, groups for elementary & teens and an adult coffee chat! So
be sure to invite those you know in the community that may not have a home church.
This is a great way to outreach and spread the gospel!
If you are planning to help, you must have your current clearances, so please see Pastor
John as soon as possible if you need to know what is needed and how to go about getting
them (it’s all done online and there is no cost).
Please see or contact Susan Hovanec if you have any questions or need additional
information. My email is wshovanec@comcast.net and my cell number is 412-9745683.
What People Notice about POP
April 28, 2016

Pastor John received this in the mail:

Dear Prince of Peace Church,
I just needed to take time to let you know:
Your message board in front of the church is AWESOME!!!
I look forward daily to reading it and getting the message!!
Thank you so much and keep the messages coming!! God is AWESOME!
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-Kathy

Vestry News
At the May Vestry meeting, the Vestry approved the minutes and financial reports for
April as well as:
Approved initial funding for our seminarian/deacon
scholarship fund in memory of Deacon Diane
Robenski
Approved additional funding for the Archbishop
Duncan Legacy Fund to add to the collection from
the Bishop’s visit
Continued to discuss a proposed building expansion
plan for discussion with detailed plans for
communication with the parish
May Youth Update
Hello Prince of Peace Family!
Our latest youth group fellowship event was a round of mini golf
at the Windmill. Nate Heidengren was once again the youth group
mini golf champion, although it was much closer this time—Chad
Kypta was only 1 stroke behind! Several of the youth also helped
out at the Parish Work Day and got a lot done.
Summer is almost upon us and I am excited for the opportunity it
will provide for us to spend more time together as a youth group. We will have lots of
events going on, so if you have any kids interested in joining in and aren’t already on
my e-mail list, please send me an e-mail at jwaller@tsm.edu so I can keep you in the
loop!
We continue to meet each week on Sunday from 6-8pm for games,
snacks, fellowship, Bible study, and prayer – all youth in 5th
through 12th grades are welcome! We are continuing our overview
of the Bible, and are currently studying the book of Exodus. If
you’d like more information about youth group, I or Pastor John
would be happy to talk with you and answer any questions you might have. Please
continue to pray that our youth will grow in their knowledge and love of the Lord!
In Christ,
Jason Waller
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Christian Intercessors Needed for Muslim People June 5 – July 5, 2016
In 1933 a small group of Christians invited believers worldwide to intercede for the
Muslim people. The group chose the Islamic month of Ramadan as the opportune time
to ‘gather’ for intercession, as it is at that time Muslims devote themselves to fasting,
praying and doing works of kindness and charity, always with the hope that they will
hear from God. It is reported that during Ramadan, Muslims experience a heightened
spiritual awareness, some having had encounters with the Living God. It is reported
that since the beginning of the 30 Day Ministry, thousands of Muslims have received
Isa (Jesus) as Lord.
This is the third year that the people of Prince of Peace have
accepted the challenge of being part of this prayer intercession
through 30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim People. We need to
overcome the fears and prejudice that keep us from praying
effectively. We can expand our understanding of the Muslim
culture by reading about their lives as presented in the 30 Days of Prayer Guide.
Copies are located on the Missions table. Please take one.
For most of us, knowledge of the Muslim world is limited to media accounts of Islamist
extremist terrorism and memories of 9/11, sometimes evoking fear and possibly
reactions of prejudice toward all Muslims. We can take steps to
counter both fear and prejudice, first by believing what God said
about mankind: All were created by Him and all were made in
His image. God has made His desire known through His word
and by giving His only Son, the Living Word, that none should
perish. In believing Him we come to see the Muslim people
through His eyes and begin to love them as He does, which affects
how we pray. Some prayer suggestions:
Invite God into our process of self-examination to determine if any negative
emotions are harbored of which we might not be aware.
Pray for Muslims who have met Isa (Jesus) that God will protect them and
strengthen them in times of persecution.
Pray for Muslim seekers; pray that their longing will be satisfied by a marvelous
encounter with the Living God.
Pray for those who are openly hostile, perpetrators of death and destruction,
that they too will have a dramatic encounter with the True God.
- by Ellie Ruttner
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Second Annual Prince of Peace Bike Blessing
The Lord gave us a beautiful morning for the second annual Bike Blessing at Prince of
Peace on Saturday, May 9th. In all 16 people showed up and there were 5 motorbikes to
be blessed with their riders. June and Brownie Statler worked hard on making the
event known and six members of their Christian Bikers Group came. Five members of
the Remnant Sons Bikers Club also came; and the Communicycle trailer was brought
by Lee Montanari. Jim Fisher, Lori Romano and Gail Schalk were there representing
the Church.
Pastor Philip led a short service including the reading of Psalm 121
and prayers for bikers and bicyclists. Then he sprinkled Holy water
on the motorbikes and bikers. He was asked to say a special prayer
over one bike with which there had been some mechanical
problems! Afterwards, June and Brownie had prepared some
delicious snacks and drinks, so a good time of fellowship was
enjoyed and some important networking was accomplished. Special thanks go to Lee
Hewitt for his great poster advertising the event and to Jim Miller for putting out the
banner and the yard signs. We give praise to our God and trust that He was glorified.
Pastor Philip
Church family,
I want to express my gratitude for being able to be a part of Prince of Peace for the last
several months. As some of you know, I began attending regularly in December after
graduating from Slippery Rock University, but I knew that my job search might take
me elsewhere. In early May, that contingency became reality when I accepted an offer
to become a 2016 Teach For America corps member.
Teach For America (TFA) is a nonprofit organization that places
teachers in low income communities, both rural and urban, with the
goal of eliminating inequalities in the education system. To achieve its
mission, it looks for teachers not only to make a difference in their
individual classrooms, but also to contribute to long term changes as
future leaders in a variety of fields. This year, 7,500 individuals were
selected to become TFA corps members from a pool of over 50,000 applicants, and I
am honored to be one of them. My training began May 31, and I will begin teaching
high school English in August. While my specific school district is yet to be determined,
my placement will be somewhere within the Rio Grande Valley of Texas, a four-county
region along the US-Mexico border.
>>>
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As exciting as this career transition is on its own, it is only one of a
few major changes coming my way in 2016. As I mentioned on the
Sunday morning before my move to Texas, in September, I will begin
taking online classes toward a M.Div. from Trinity School for
Ministry in Ambridge. In this capacity as a seminarian and a
volunteer, I will also be connecting with an Anglican priest already
living in the Rio Grande Valley who has been tasked with laying
groundwork for a potential church plant. Father Michael Jarrett and
his wife, Erica, currently run The Border Mission, an Anglican mission project assisting
the most vulnerable on both sides of the border. In the weeks and months ahead, I will
likely be writing to encourage you and report on what is happening related to all of
these developments.
These opportunities are an answer not only to my prayers and to the prayers of those
close to me, but also to your prayers, even if you don’t know me or haven’t prayed for
me by name. As we often lift up the “unemployed and underemployed” during prayers
of the people and have made mission work, both domestic and international, a prayer
focus, what I have outlined above is nothing short of God’s answer to both of these
requests in my life. Let this serve as an encouragement to you as you continue
worshiping and lifting your requests to God. Let it also serve to warn you, since I am
already the second person God has sent to Texas from Prince of Peace in recent months!
In closing, I leave you with this brief recap of how being a part of our Prince
of Peace family has made the last five months some of the most fruitful in
my life: I have gained close friends and faithful mentors, connected with a
local seminary, been blessed by sacramental ministry, enjoyed a study of
Isaiah, attended an incredible missions conference, and most importantly,
have seen my mother find in you a welcoming and supportive church
family. (Father John also tells the harrowing story of my having saved the
church building from an advent wreath fire on Christmas Eve, but I maintain his
account gives me far too much credit.) For these experiences and more, I write to say
thank you from the bottom of my heart. I will remember you in my prayers, just as I
know you will remember me. Please keep in touch, and if you ever find you need to
drive to Mexico for some reason, please stop and say hello before crossing the border.
In Him,
John Goodman
Ponder
“There is not a thing that God expects of a person but that God will give him or her the
power to do” – A.B. Simpson
-9-

Side by Side – Pastor John and Blanche Heidengren
What does the Bible say about “rest”? It’s summer and a good time to
ask this question. The word “rest” means “peace” or “ease” or
“refreshment”. The Bible speaks quite highly of “rest”. God rested after
6 days of creation. The 10 Commandments made resting on the
Sabbath part of the Law. One day of rest in every seven days. God is
very serious about rest.
God wants us to rest because it doesn’t come naturally to us. To rest, we have to trust
that God will take care of things for us. From the beginning (Genesis 3), when we
decided that we would start making all the decisions, mankind has become more tense
and less able to relax.
For the Christian, the ultimate rest is found in Christ. He invites
all who are “weary and burdened” to come to Him and cast our
cares on Him. “Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) It is only in
Him that we find our complete rest—from the cares of the world,
from the sorrows that plague us, and from the need to work to make ourselves
acceptable to Him.
This summer, don’t just take a vacation – build some “rest” into your weekly routine.
~ Pastor John

Need a breakthrough in your life? I recommend adding some time in
your day to worship and sing praises to the Lord. A new friend shared
this on her blog recently, “A few days ago, in the “about to wake up
stage” of sleep, I heard the words “I am training you in your praise.
Worship is your warfare! My people, MAGNIFY ME!!! Praise is your
protection!!” (lanavawser.com)
She then shared Psalm 22: 3-5: “Yet, I know You are most holy – it is indisputable.
You are the Enthroned God, surrounded with songs, living among the shouted praises
of Your princely people. Our father’s faith was in You, over and over they trusted in
You, believing in You and You came through. Every time they cried to You in their
despair, You were faithful to deliver them. You didn’t disappoint them.” (The Passion
Translation).
>>>
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Yes, God lives in the praises of His people! When we praise Him,
He reveals Himself, speaking to us and giving us words of wisdom
for our situation, and healing for our souls and bodies. He gives
us His perspective and His grace for that moment and for the
future. In Acts 16:25-26, Paul and Silas were in jail and since
worship was already a habit for them, they broke out in hymns to
the Lord even while they were chained to the wall! Their worship became a weapon
against the enemy and God freed them by the power of a mighty earthquake. There’s a
song that I just learned that goes, “Worship is my warfare, My praise is a weapon!
C’mon and bless Him, C’mon and praise His name!”
May we use this weapon of praise that our heavenly Father gives us to lift up His holy
name, to push back the gates of hell, and to usher in the atmosphere of heaven with
wisdom and healing for our situations.
~ Blanche
Ponder
St. Francis of Assisi — perhaps best remembered for his love of animals and his belief
that God cares about them in special ways too — was said to have lived with an
exuberant “attitude of gratitude.” He wrote, “Such love does the sky now pour, that
whenever I stand in a field, I have to wring the light out when I go home.”
As summertime begins, what natural wonders amaze you and make you grateful: sweetsmelling grass? warm, gentle rain? blooming flowers everywhere? pristine, blue skies?
Just for fun, write an exclamation like that of St. Francis, glorifying God for his creation.
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+ Christian Symbol +
Apple – Although Genesis 3 doesn’t identify the forbidden fruit
eaten by Adam and Eve, it has traditionally been thought of and
portrayed as an apple. This may be because in Latin, “apple” and
“evil” are the same word (malum). An apple, then, often represents
humanity’s fall into sin. When Christ is shown holding an apple,
however, it symbolizes his conquest over sin and death. “For as in Adam all die, so in
Christ all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22, NIV).

From an e-newsletter:

A leading cause of death among teens,
this webinar provides . . .
This program sounds rather dangerous!
+ Bible Quiz +
Of the 66 books in the Protestant Bible, 39 have people’s names as titles.
Some names indicate the person credited as author—for example,
Matthew; others name the book’s main character—such as Ruth. How
many books are written to the person named in the title?
A. 2
B. 4
C. 13
D. 21
Answer – see page 15.
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Blast from the Past:
Rector’s Article from September 1999 Peace Notes
Driving around the country for a couple weeks with my family this past
August, I saw many sights that remind me of the crumbling moral
foundation of our nation and its culture. The tall, glitzy casinos in
Atlantic City that beckon for the money of the unwise, the beautiful
Appalachian Trail which is a haven for drunken beer parties, and the
extreme poverty of the shantytowns in Appalachia.
I am reminded of the times in which Jesus lived. In His culture of first century Palestine
(considerably “less Christian” than our current culture), he reminds the disciples that
they are going out like “sheep among wolves” and that they are to be as “wise as
serpents and as innocents as doves”. (Mt. 10:16)
So with these words of Jesus fresh in our ears and hearts, we are about to enter a new
millennium – a millennium of much unknown, for we know not what is ahead. The
“unknown” may be the Y2K bug that strikes to disrupt parts of our society that we have
taken for granted. The “unknown” may be an unnecessary societal panic over suspected
shortages of goods and services that snowballs far out of proportion. The “unknown”
may be a natural disaster or storm or climactic change that upsets our normal life and
causes concern.
But despite the “unknown” that lies around the corner of the millennium, we do know
one thing with certainty – Jesus is coming back. And we are called to be spiritually
ready at all times for the return of Jesus to earth.
37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah
entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen
until the flood came and took them all away.
Preparation of the Heart
A. Christians should always live with a constant awareness of life’s disruptions,
uncertainties and our future hope.
B. Acknowledge God’s providence, omniscience and plan in the midst of life
disruptions and uncertainties.
C. No matter what life’s uncertainties, we should seek God’s kingdom and
righteousness.
>>>
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Preparation of the Home
A. Use the whole Y2K discussion as a time for Christian reflection about one’s heart
and home and how Christians should respond.
“We cling to our possessions rather than sharing them because we
are anxious about tomorrow. But if we truly believe that God is who
Jesus said He is, then we do not need to be afraid.” - Richard Foster
B. Assess the situation for how your family will physically prepare
Preparation of the Church and Community
A. Maintain a biblical perspective as your church prepares together.
B. Consider ways to prepare for potential community outreach, both
spiritually and physically.
[Editor’s Note: The Y2K threat has passed, but other threats, such as
terrorism, the government removing religious freedoms, and natural
disasters always loom as “unknown” and remind us of the importance of
being “spiritually ready.]
Father’s Day
The first celebration of Father’s Day is thought to have been in July
1908, in Fairmont, West Virginia. Grace Golden Clayton suggested
the special observance to her pastor after a deadly explosion in a
nearby town killed 361 men.
Soon after, Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington, wanted to
show her gratitude to her father, who’d cared for the family after his
wife died. Dodd asked her pastor to choose a June Sunday to honor
all fathers, and he selected June 19, 1910.
In 1924, President Coolidge suggested that Father’s Day become a
national holiday. In 1966 President Johnson designated the third Sunday of June to be
Father’s Day. Six years later, President Nixon instituted Father’s Day as a national
observance.
To all the wonderful, wise and
loving fathers at Prince of Peace ~
Happy Father’s Day!
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Answer to the Puzzle on Page 12: B (See 1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4;
Philemon 1:1.)

The deadline for articles for the July/August 2016 issue of Peace Notes
is Friday, June 17 Please email your articles to Peace Notes Editor, Bev
McKee at gbmckee1@verizon.net; call her at 724-457-7105, or give
them to our church secretary, June Statler.
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Prince of Peace Anglican Church
1314 Gringo Rd.
Aliquippa, PA 15001
Pastor John M. Heidengren
Phone 724 375-5351
E-mail
Princeofpeaceanglicanhopewell@outlook.com
Website
www.pop-church.com

Worship
Saturday - 6:00 P.M.
Sunday - 8:00 A.M. & 10:30 A.M.
Prince of Peace is part of the Anglican diocese of Pittsburgh, the Anglican
Church in North America, and the worldwide Anglican Communion, and is
part of God’s one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

Vision Statement
We the members of Prince of Peace Church are called to...go into the world,
caring for people with God’s love, inviting people to follow Jesus, and then
teaching them to obey Jesus in all they do.

Mission Statement
Our vision is fulfilled as we intentionally train followers of Jesus to...
Worship God passionately,
Care for each other graciously,
Study God’s ways diligently,
Give to God sacrificially,
Connect purposefully with outsiders,
Serve God’s church whole-heartedly...so that those separated from God
would experience Jesus and follow Him.

