
ELECTION NEWS #5 – WHERE 
DO POLITICAL PARTIES STAND? 

(Each weekend until November 2nd we will help everyone know who to vote for by 
knowing each party’s position on several key issues facing our country today) 

 

EDUCATION 
Democratic Party 
“As Democrats, we believe that education is a critical public good— not 
a commodity—and that it is the government’s responsibility to ensure 
that every child, everywhere, is able to receive a world-class education 
that enables them to lead meaningful lives, no matter their race, ZIP 
code, disability status, sexual orientation, gender identity,... or 
household income.” (2020 Democratic Party Platform, 64) 
 

Republican Party 
“Parents are a child’s first and foremost educators and have primary 
responsibility for the education of their children. Parents have a right to 
direct their children’s education, care, and upbringing. We support a 
constitutional amendment to protect that right from interference by 
states, the federal government, or international bodies such as the 
United Nations. We reject a one-size-fits-all approach to education and 
support a broad range of choices for parents and children at the state 
and local level.” (Republican Party Platform 2016/2020, 33) 

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when 

you lie down, and when you rise. (Deuteronomy 6:6-7) 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 
not depart from it. (Proverbs 22:6) 

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have 
rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And since 

you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children. 
(Hosea 4:6) 

Lord, we pray for the education system in the U.S., for all the 
educators who pour countless hours into our students, and for 

our national, state, and local governments to rely on facts when 
deciding what is best for students, not politics or propaganda. AMEN. 

 

ISRAEL 
Democratic Party 
“Democrats recognize the worth of every Israeli and every 
Palestinian. That’s why we will work to help bring to an end a 
conflict that has brought so much pain to so many. We support a 
negotiated two-state solution that ensures Israel’s future as a 
Jewish and democratic state with recognized borders and 
upholds the right of Palestinians to live in freedom and security in 
a viable state of their own. Democrats oppose any unilateral steps 
by either side—including annexation—that undermine prospects 
for two states.” (2020 Dem. Party Platform, 91) 
 
Republican Party 
“Beyond our mutual strategic interests, Israel is likewise an 
exceptional country that shares our most essential values. It is 
the only country in the Middle East where freedom of speech and 
freedom of religion are found. Therefore, support for Israel is an 
expression of Americanism, and it is the responsibility of our 
government to advance policies that reflect Americans’ strong 
desire for a relationship with no daylight between America and 
Israel. . . . We oppose any measures intended to impose an 
agreement or to dictate borders or other terms, and we call for 
the immediate termination of all U.S. funding of any entity that 
attempts to do so. Our party is proud to stand with Israel now and 
always.” (Republican Party Platform 2016/2020, 47) 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! “May they be secure who love 
you! Peace be within your walls and security within your 

towers!” For my brothers and companions’ sake I will say, 
“Peace be within you!” For the sake of the house of the Lord our 

God, I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:6-9) 

Lord, You have not forgotten or rejected Your ancient people, 
Israel. You are a faithful God who keeps covenant and loves 
unconditionally. Thank You that You are again showing Your 

compassion to the Jewish people. Help us to love those whom 
You love – those who are “engraved on the palms of (Your) 

hands.” AMEN. 


