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SERMON – CHRISTMAS EVE – Matt 1 & Luke 2 – Dec 24, 2020 
“Fear and faith at Christmas” 

 

Merry Christmas! 
Our Advent wreath is fully lit – now it’s our “Christmas wreath” 
I hope all of you enjoy this celebration of our Lord’s birth! 
May Jesus bless you with His peace tonight! 
 

Christmas will feel different in countless churches this year 
Some churches will have carols and sermons online like much of 

this year’s Christmas shopping 
I’ve seen more Amazon, UPS and FedEx trucks than Salvation 

Army bell ringers or long lines of shoppers 
There’s something different about this year at Christmas 
In many places, “Silent Night” will have more to do with global 

fear and unrest than heavenly peace 
 

We read from the prophet Isaiah tonight, foretelling the Christmas 
story as a time fear, a time of darkness, but with the promise 
of light 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 
the land of the shadow of death,  a light has dawned. 

Have you heard the famous Carol “O Little town of Bethlehem”? 
It, too, tells the Christmas story as a time of fear, a time of 

darkness with the promise of light 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light; The hopes and fears of 

all the years are met in Thee tonight. 
 

The “hopes and fears” of 2020 are met in Jesus this Christmas 
Jesus’ birthday – God becomes flesh and was born to us, with all 

our human limitations 
Could Jesus have been infected with a disease? 
As fully human, we would assume YES 
But because He was also fully God – we assume any virus would 

have only had power over Jesus if granted from God above 
 

Christmas is about the one, true God born on earth and born to us 
The same God whom we worship—took on a real human body 
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He lived in a body like ours - subject to aging and genetic error 
A body with the potential for sagging flesh and diminished sight 
A body that could get clogged arteries, declining memory, & death 
 

He was born into a human body and into a broken human culture 
The story of Christmas happened in the middle of poverty and 

scandal, oppression and uncertainty  
Jesus cried as a baby and navigated adolescence 
He lived a perfect, holy and righteous life  
He died an unjust death on the Cross for our sins and in our place 
 

Christmas is more than just food and presents, parties and family 
gatherings 

Maybe this year when these celebrations are less available to 
many, we might remember the real reason for the season: 
Celebrating the birth of Jesus! 

 

Let’s remember tonight, the Christmas Story from the Bible… 
Let’s remember three characters that take center stage 
 

The first is a young Jewish girl named Mary 
She’s engaged to a poor peasant Jewish carpenter 
One day she’s visited by an angel of the Lord 
She’s terrified at his words and wonders what’s going on. 
The angel says “Don’t be afraid” 
“Don’t be afraid, Mary – you’ve found favor with God” 
“You’re going to have a baby and he’s going to be really 

important” 
“It’s all part of God’s plan!” 
 

The second character is Joseph, the carpenter engaged to Mary 
Before they get married, he discovers she’s pregnant 
He’s terrified because of the scandal, the breaking of Jewish law 
So he quietly makes plans to divorce her 
But an angel of the Lord appears and says “Don’t be afraid” 
“Don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife” 
“It’s all part of God’s plan!” 
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The third is a group of characters – some shepherds  
They’re living out in the hills, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night 
An angel of the Lord appears & the glory of the Lord lights up the 

sky 
The shepherds are terrified – they’d never seen anything like it 
But the angel says once again: “Don’t be afraid” 
“Don’t be afraid – I bring you good news of great joy” 
“It’s all part of God’s plan!” 
 

“The long-awaited Messiah is finally here” 
“He’ll be born as a tiny baby in a manger in Bethlehem” 
Then a choir of angels shows up and sings songs of glory to God 
The shepherds hurry to Bethlehem with great joy to see baby 

Jesus 
 

In each of these Christmas storylines, there was GREAT FEAR 
And there was an angel  
An angel who said: “Do not be afraid!” 
 

What do we make of this? 
Three times people are afraid of God’s plan 
Three times an angel appears to say: “Do not be afraid!” 
What do we make of this? 
 

I’m not sure we really give it much thought 
For most people, Christmas is filled with joy, peace, & goodwill.  
We don’t really think about how fearful, how scary, how traumatic 

the first Christmas was for the main characters in the story 
 

Let’s look a bit closer at one of the main characters: Joseph 
I’ll read his encounter with an angel from Matthew chapter 1 
 

18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit.  19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and 
did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 
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divorce her quietly.  20But after he had considered this, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  21She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins.”  24When Joseph woke up, 
he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
Mary home as his wife.  
 

Can you imagine what Joseph’s life was like before this news?  
He had a small carpentry business, probably successful, even 

though they were considered peasants  
And like any other couple, Joseph and Mary probably talked about 

things they wanted to do when they got married. 
    

And then Joseph discovered the unimaginable – the impossible! 
Mary was pregnant 
Joe’s life had suddenly turned upside down.  
Mary tried to explain what happened, but Joseph couldn’t make 

any sense of it.  
He began to fear – to fear for his future.  
He began to fear for his standing in society as a Jewish man 
He began to fear for what could happen to him and his life. 
But when he heard the words, “Do not be afraid” – it seemed to 

change everything! 
    

We can get into situations we don’t understand.  
We can have times when things happen and we get afraid 
We can have times when things don’t make sense and we jump to 

the wrong conclusions 
Joseph could easily have done this.  
 

But before we pass judgment on Joseph or anyone else 
Before we pass judgment on our own situations 
We need to seek God and pray and listen to His voice 
God is saying to us tonight in OUR difficult situation: “Do not be 

afraid.”  
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God is saying to us in OUR nation right now: “Do not be afraid.” 
    

Matthew 1:20 says Joseph did some thinking! 
It says “But while Joseph thought about these things” or “after he 

had considered these things”  
You see, Joseph had obviously spent some time thinking about the 

situation.  
Can you imagine his state of mind?  
He probably spent many days and many sleepless nights worrying 

about what people would think and what he should do.  
Verse 19 says that Joseph was making plans to secretly divorce 

Mary.  
But he never went through with those plans 
Because God had another plan – and sent word about it through 

an angel 
 

When we’re stressed-out, with situations too big for us to handle 
WE can be like Joseph – looking for a quick, quiet and easy 

solution 
Listening to the world’s voices, following the world’s advice 
But what would happen if instead, we paid attention to God 
And listened to His words to us: “Do not be afraid”  
    

God worked out a wonderful plan for Joseph and Mary 
Can we make the choice to not be afraid and trust God? 
Can we quiet our minds and listen for God’s plan for US? 
 

With God, we don’t have to be fearful in any situation.  
God can turn our circumstances around.  
Instead of defeat, He can bring us victory.  
Instead of fear, He can bring us peace.  
Instead of having nothing, He can provide for us: many blessings.  
Sometimes we look at a situation and think it’s bad.  
We don’t understand why it happened.  
But as we trust God, we often see that our situation will lead us to 

a better future! 
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I’ve often looked back at the different situations I’ve faced in my 
life 

I can see that every challenge I faced prepared me to be who I 
am and do what I do today.  

What sometimes looked like a bad situation or something I didn’t 
understand – turned out to be God’s better plan 

With God, our lives are “planned journeys” that He wants to 
unfold. 

    

On that first Christmas, God told Joseph, “Do not be afraid.”  
He’s saying the same thing to us here tonight.  
It doesn’t matter what YOUR situation is.  
God is saying, “I’ll turn it around. Just trust Me, and stay with Me”  
“You WILL get through it and you WILL come out on the other 

side” 
Will we hear God’s voice that spoke to Joseph, Mary and the 

shepherds? -  “Do not be afraid!” 
 

I want to close with an old poem with a modern twist 
This week someone sent me a 2020 version of T’was the Night 

Before Christmas 
It was clever, but it left out anything about God 
So I re-wrote the second half and want to share the Christian 

version of the 2020 T’was Night Before Christmas 
 

T'was the night before Christmas, and all through the town,  
All the people wore masks, that covered their frown. 
The frown had begun, way back in the spring  
When a global pandemic, had changed everything. 
They called it “corona”, but unlike the beer,  
It didn’t bring good times, it didn’t bring cheer. 
Airplanes were grounded, travel was banned.  
Borders were closed across air, sea, and land. 
As the world entered lockdown, to flatten the curve,  
The economy halted, and folks lost their nerve. 
From March to July, we rode the First Wave,  
All the people stayed home, and they tried to behave. 
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Then when summer emerged, the lockdown was lifted,  
But without being cautious, many folks drifted. 
Now it’s December and cases are spiking,  
Wave Two has arrived, much to our disliking. 
It’s true that this year has had sadness a-plenty,  
We’ll never forget the year Twenty-Twenty. 
And just ‘round the corner - the holiday season,  
But should we be merry? Is there even one reason? 
I’ll garnish the house and trim up the tree,  
But who will then see it? No one but me! 
So I say a quick prayer, as the “snow" softly falls 
And the Lord gently whispers: “Go deck the halls!” 
Christmas isn’t canceled – just because of fear 
Worship the Savior – hope is still here! 
His birth is the reason, we’re all filled with joys 
Not only seeing family, and sharing some toys 
His presents to us, from heaven above 
Is His presence inside us, that shows us His love 
So, I gather the ribbon, the garland, and bows,  
As I play those old hymns, my happiness grows. 
I turn to my neighbors, and friends that I know 
And instead of “bah humbug”, or “ho-ho-ho-ho” 
I offer a prayer, for blessing and peace 
And ask of my God, that our faith would increase 
That we all not shrink back, in paralyzed fright 
From the darkness around us, that fills up the night 
That instead we all turn, to the light of the Star 
That once led the Wise Men, who travelled so far 
And welcome that Light, into each of our hearts 
To shine to a world, that is falling apart 
And make it our goal, to share God’s great love 
That all might one day, share in heaven above 
And that we would all change, in this upcoming year 
And live lives of faith, and not lives of fear. 
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Closing Prayer: 
Dear Lord, thank you for the wonderful Christmas story. Thank 
you for Joseph and Mary and the shepherds. Thank you, that even 
though they were afraid, they listened to you when you said “Do 
not be afraid” and they were part of your glorious plan to come to 
earth to save the world. Bless us this Christmas with confidence 
and strength to trust you when we face difficult times and “not be 
afraid”.  In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 


