
BIBLE VERSES ON POVERTY 
AND RACIAL EQUALITY 

 

God’s concern for the poor is a pervasive theme 
throughout the Bible. A Christian cannot open their Bible 

and ignore God’s call to care for the poor. 
 

Exhortations to care for the poor abound in the Bible 
 

Prov. 3:27- 28 
27Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, 

when it is in your power to act. 28Do not say to 
your neighbor, “Come back later; I’ll give it 
tomorrow”—when you now have it with you. 

 

Prov. 22:22-23 
22Do not exploit the poor because they are poor and do 

not crush the needy in court, 23for the LORD will 
take up their case and will plunder those who 
plunder them. 

 

Prov. 31:8-9 
8“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, 

for the rights of all who are destitute. 9Speak up 
and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and 
needy.” 

 

Isaiah 1:17 
17Learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the 

oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, 
plead the case of the widow. 

 

Isaiah 10:1-3 
1Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who 

issue oppressive decrees, 2to deprive the poor of 
their rights and withhold justice from the 
oppressed of my people, making widows their 

prey and robbing the fatherless. 3What will you do 
on the day of reckoning, when disaster comes 
from afar? To whom will you run for help? Where 
will you leave your riches? 

 

Zechariah 7:8-10 
 8And the word of the LORD came again to Zechariah:  

9“This is what the LORD Almighty says: 
‘Administer true justice; show mercy and 
compassion to one another. 10Do not oppress the 
widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In 
your hearts do not think evil of each other.’ 

 

Jesus himself displayed remarkable concern and 
compassion for the poor in his healing and teaching 

 

Matthew 11:4-6 
4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you 

hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 
preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the man who 
does not fall away on account of me.” 

 

Matthew 25:45 
45“He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did 

not do for one of the least of these, you did not 
do for me.’ 

 

Luke 6:20-21 
20Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who 

are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be 
satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you 
will laugh. 

 

 
 



Luke 14:14  
13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you will be 
blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will 
be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

 

Jesus’ half-brother, James, wrote that “pure and undefiled 
religion” includes care for orphans and widows 

 

James 1:27 
27Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and 

faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows 
in their distress and to keep oneself from being 
polluted by the world. 

 

Concerning racial equality, the Bible clearly states that all 
people are made in the image of God 

 

 Genesis 1:27  
27So God created man in his own image, in the image of 

God he created him; male and female he created 
them. 

 

The good news of the Gospel is for everyone; Christ died 
for everyone. In Him, believers from every tongue, nation, 

and tribe are reconciled to God and each other 
 

Ephesians 2:14-16  
14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two 

one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing 
wall of hostility, 15by abolishing in his flesh the 
law with its commandments and regulations. His 
purpose was to create in himself one new man 
out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in this 
one body to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which he put to death their 
hostility.  

 
In terms of access to God, the Bible is clear: the new 

covenant abolished distinctions based on race 
 

Galatians 3:28-29 
28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male 

nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
29If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 

Colossians 3:11 
11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, 
but Christ is all, and is in all. 

 

In heaven, people from “every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages” will praise God 

 

Revelation 7:9 
 9After this I looked and there before me was a great 

multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, tribe, people and language, standing 
before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They 
were wearing white robes and were holding palm 
branches in their hands. 

 

Summary: Treating people and acting adversely to people 
based on their skin color (or background or ethnicity) is 
sinful and must be strongly repudiated by the church. 


